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GROUP £ FirilSMENT I.

§ 1. GENERAL PEOLOGUE.

COaPUS MS. (Oxford).

[N.B. The first 72 lines, and other gaps, are supplied from MS.
Arch. Seld. B. 14, Bodleian Library.]

Here bigynnetu the prolog of this book the whicu is namede the talis

of Caunturbury in the -whiche prolog thautour openly dcclarith the

names of alia the pilgremes there condicioiins and there array.

HarD that Apprille / witli his shouris soote

the drought of Marche / hath pershid to tlie roote

and bathed euery veyne in swich licoure

of which vertue / engendrid is the floure 4

whan zepherus eke / with his swete brcthe

inspirid hath / in eue?y holt and hethe

the tendre croppis / and the yonge sonne

hath in the Ram / his halff coiirs I-ronne 8

and smale fowlis make melodie

that slepen al nyght / with open eyghe

so priketh hem nature / in here coragis

that longen folk to gon / on pilgr/magis 12

and Palmeris for to seke strange strondes

to serue halowes couthe / in sondre londes

and specially / from eue?y shiris ende

of Ingelond to Caunturbery thei Avende 1

G

the holy blisfuil marter / for to seke

that hem hath holpen / whan thei were soke

bifilt that on that seson on a day

in Suthworlc^ atte Tabard as I lay 20

redy to wende / on my pilgr/mage

to Caunterbury / with ful deuout corago

at night was come / in-to that hosterie

wel .xxix*.' in a companj^e 24

of sondry folk / bi auenture I-falle

in feloshipe / and. pilgremes were thei alle

that toward^ Cauntcrbury wolde ryde

1 CORPUS 1 [this pngT, Arch. Sold. B. 14.]



2 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS.

the cliamLres and stablis weren Avj^de 28

and wel weren eased at the beste

and shortly whan the sonne was to reste

so hadde I spokyn / with hem euerychon

that I was of here feloshipe anon 32

and made forward erly for to ryse [Arch. seki. b. i4, leaf i, back]

to take oiire wey / there as I yow devise

but nertheles wliile I haue tynie and space

or that I ferther in this tale pace 36

me thynketh it accordant^ to resoii

to telle yow al the condicioii

of ech of hem so as it semed me

and Avhich they were and of what degre 40

and eke in what array that thei were inne

and at a knyght than wo ft I first bigynne

A knyght ther was and that a worthi man H A knyght.

-^ that fro the tyme / that he iirst bigan 44

to riden owt / he loned chyualrie

trouth and honour / fredom and curtesie

ful AYorthi was he / in his lordis werre

and ther-to had he riden / no man ferre 48

as wel in cristendom / as in hethenesse

and euere honoured / for his worthynesse

At Alisandre he was whan it was wonne

ful ofte tyme he hadde the bord bigonne 52

aboven alle nacz'ons in Pruce

in Lectow hadde he reysed and in Ruce

no cristenman / so ofte of his degre

in Garnade at the sege eke hadde he be 56

of Algezire and riden in Belmarye

at Lyeis was he and at Satalye

whan thei were wonne and in the grete see

at many a noble arme hadde he be 60

at mortal batailles had he ben ffiftene

and foughten for our* feith at Tramessene

in listes thries and ay slayn his foo

CORPUS 2 [this page, Arch. Seld. B. 14.]



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. COipUS MS. 3

this ilke worthi knyght liadde ben also 64

somtyme Avitii the lord of Palatye

ayeyne another hethen in Turkye

and eue?'e-more he had a souerayne prys

and though that he was worthy he was wys 68

and of his port as meke as is a niayde [ms. Arch. seid. b. i4, if 2.]

he nenere yit no vilonye ne saide

in al his liff / vn no mane?-e wight

he was a verry pe'rfit gentili knight 72

ffor to telle 30W of* his array [TJw Corpus MS. begins here]

His hors were goode but he was not^ gay

Of fustioii he wered a gepon

Al bismotered with his haburgon 76

ffor he was late y-come from his viage

And wente for to don his pilgrimage

vv ijj him jjer was his sone a 3ong< squier

A louyere and a lusty bacheler 80

Wi]) lockes crulle as jjei were leyd in presse

Of .XX. ^eer of* age he was I gesse

Of his statuture {sic) he was of euene leng|?e

And wonderly deliuere and gret^ of' strengjje 84

And he hadde be somtyme in Chiuachie

In fflaundres in artoys and Pykardie

and born him wel as of so litel space

In hope to stonden in his lady grace 88

Embroyded was he as it were a niede

Alt ful of' freissche floures white and reede

Synging he was or floytynge al |je day

He was als freissch as is Jje monjj of* may 92
Scliorf was his gowne wi]? sleeues longe and wyde
Wel coujje he sitte on an hors and faire ride

He cou]?e songes make and wel endite

luste and eek* daunce and wel purteray and write 96

So bote he loued paf by nighter tale

He sleep nomore ])an do]) a nightyngale

Courteys he was lowly and seruisable

CORPUS 3



4 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS.

and karf biforn his fader atte table 100

A 3emaii hadde he and seruantes namo

At ])at time for liim liste ride so

And he was clad in coote and hood of greene

A scheef of pocot arwes bright and keene lOl

Vnder his belf he bar ful Jjriftilv

Wei coii]5e he dresse his takel ^imanly

His arwes drouped noughf wi|) fetheres lowe

And in his hond he bar a mighty bowe 108

A not-hed hadde he wij? a bro?ai visage [leaf 2, back]

Of^ woode-craff wel coii]?e he al jje Ysage

Ypon his arm he bar a gay bracer

And by his syde a swerd and a bocler 112

And on Jjat* ojjer side a gay daggere

Harnaysed wel and scharp as point* of* spere

A C%nsfophre on his bresf of* seiner schene

An horn he bar Jje bawdrilv* was of* grene 116

A foster was he sojjly as I gesse

Iher was also a l^onne a Prioresse

That* of* hir smyling* was ful symple a[nd] coy

Hir grettest* o]j was but* by seint* loy 120

And sche was cleped ma dame Englentyne

ffol wel sche song-* ])e seruise diuine

Entnned in hir nose ful semely

And frenssch sche spak* ful faire and fetisly 124

After ])e scole of* stratfordi atte Bowe

ifor ffrenssh of* Parys was to hire vnknowe

At* mete wel I-taught* was sche wijj-aft

Sche leet* no morseli" from hire lippes falle 128

iNe wete hire fyngres in hir sauce deepe

Wel couJ)e sche carie a morsel and wel keepe /

That* no drope ne fett vpon hir breste

In Curtesye was sette ful moche hire leste 132

Hir oner lippe wyped sche so cleene

That* in hir cuppe J)er was no ferthing* scene

Of grete whan sche dronken hadde hir draughte

CORPUS 4



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. COPpUS MS. 5

fful semely after liir mete sclie rauglite 136

And sikerly sche was of* gref disporte

And fill plesant* and amyable of* porte

And peyned hire to counterfete clieere

Of* court* and to ben estatlieli of"* maneere 140

And to ben holden digne of* reuerence

Eut* for to speken of^ liir conscience

Sche was so charitable and so pytous

Sche wokle weepe if* f)at* sche sawe a mous 144

Kanghu* in a trappe if* it"* were deed or bledde [leaf 3]

Of* smale honndes hadde sche jjat* sche fedde

With rosted fleissh or mylk* or wastel brede

Eut sore wepte sche if* oon of* hem were dede 148

Or if* men smot* it with a 3erde smerte/

And al was conscience and tendre herte/

fful semelich hir wympil pynched was

Hir nose was streight* hire yghen grey as glas 152

Hir mouth ful smal and ]?erto softe and rede

But* sikerly sche hadde a fair forhede

It* was almost a spanne brood I trowe

£for hardely sche was nought* vndergrowe 156

fful fetys was hir cloke as I was war

Of* smal coral aboute hir arm sche bar

A payre of* bedes gauded al with greene

And ])er-on heng* a broche of* gold ful scheene 160

On which jjer was first* writen with a crowned A.

And after . Amor vincit omnia.

Anojjer Nonne with hir hadde sche /

That* was hir Chapelleyne and prestes fire 164

A Monk* jjer was a fair for jje maistrie

And out* Ridere Jiat loued veneris

A manly man to ben an abbot* able
/

fful many a deiute hors hadde he in stable / 168

And whan he rood men might* his brydel heere

Gynglyng* in a whistlyng^ wynd as cleere

And eelv^ as lowde as do]? ]?e chapel belle

CORPUS 5



6 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS.

Ther as j^is lord was keper of^ j^e selle 172

The Eeiile of^ sent Maiire or of seint^ Beneit*

By-cause ])af it was old and sonidel streif

This ilke mont leef olde Jiinges pace

And held after ]je newe world ])e space 176

He 3af* nought' of J^e text* a pulled hen

That* seith ])a,f hunters be nought" holy men

Ke Jjat a niont whan he is recheles

Is likned til a fyssh Jjat' is waterles 180

This is to seie a monlc* out" of' his cloystre [leaf 3, back]

Buf ]3ilke text* / held he not worth an oystre /

And I seide his opinion was good

Whaf schulde he studie and make himseluen Avood 184

Vpon a book* alwey in cloyste to poure

Or swynke with his liondes and laboure

As austyn bit how schal ]>& world be serued

Laf austyn liaue his swynt to him reserued 188

Ther-fore he was a pr^kasour aright^

Grehoundes he hadde swiff as foule in flight

Of* prikynge and of* huntyng* for fe hare

Was alle his luste for no cosf wolde he spare 192

I seigh his sleues I-purfiled af ]?e bond

Wi]) grys and ])af ])e fynesf of* a lond

And for to festne his hood vnder Jie chynne

He hadde of* gold wrought a ful curious pynne/ 196

A loue knotte in Jje gretter ende Ipev was/

His bed was balled ]?af schon as eny glas

And eek' his face as he hadde ben anoynf

He was a lord ful fatf and in good poynf 200

His eyghen stepe and rollyng' in his hede

That* stemed as a forneys of* a lede

His bootes souple liis hors in gref estate

Now certeinly he was a fair prelate 20d

He nas naf pale as a forpyned goosf

A faf swan loued he besf of any rosf

His palfray was as broz^n as is a berie

CORPUS 6



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS. 7

A. ffrere J»er was a wanton and a meryo 208

A lymitour a ful solempne man

In ait Ipe orclres foure is non j?at^ can

So mocliil of* daliance and fair langage

He liadde made ful many a niariage 212

Of* ^onge wommen at* his owne cost*

Vnto his ordre he was a noble post*

fful wel biloned and famulier was he

Wij? frankeleyns oner al in his contre 216

And wijj worJ)i wo??^imen of* pe toun [leaf 4]

ffor he hadde power of* confessioun

As seyde himself* more pan a curat*

ffor of"* his ordre he was licenciat* 220

fful swetly herde he confession

And plesant* was his absoluciofi

He was an esy man to ^iue penatmce

Ther as he wiste to liaue a good pitaunce 224

ffor vnto a pouer ordre for to 3iue

Is signe j^at* a man is wel I-schriue

ffor if* he ^af* he dorste make auant

He wiste jjat* / a man was repentant 228

ffor many a man so hard is of* his herte

He may nought* wepe al-]?ough him sore smerte

Ther-fore in stede of-* weepyng* and preyeres

Men mote 3eue siluer to jje pouere freeres 232

His typet* was ay farsed ful of* knyfes

And pynnes for to ^iue faire wyues

And certeynly he hadde a mery note /

Wel coujje he synge and playen on a rote 236

Of* ^eddynges he bar witterly ])e pris

His nekke whit / was as ]}e fiour-delys

Ther-to he was strong* as a Champiozm

He knew jje tauernes wel in euery toun 240

And euerich hostiller and tapstere

Bet* })an a lazar or a Beggere

ffor vnto such a worjji man as he

CORPUS 7



8 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS.

Acorded nought^ as by his faculte 244

To haue with such, sek* lazer aqueintance

It is noucrlit^ honest* if mav nouf^ht' auaiince

ffor to delen "\vith such poraile

But* aft with Eiche and sellere of* ^dtaille 248

And ouer al ]jer as profyt scholde arise

Curtays he was and lowly of* seruise

Ther nas no man nowher so vertuous

He was J)e beste begger in his hous 252

[

no gap in the MS.^

Ifor Jjough a widewe hadde nought^ a scho [leaf 4, back]

So plesant* was his In prineipio

3et* wolde he haue a ferjjing* or he wente

His purchas was wel bettre ])an his rente 256

And rage he cou])e right* as it were a whelp e /

In louedayes Jjer coujje he nioche helpe /

ifor ))er he was not* lich a cloysterer

"With a thred-bare cope as a pore scoler 2G0

But* he was lik* a maister or a pope

Of* double worstede was his semy-cope /

That* rounded as a belle on the presse

Somwhat* he lipsed for his wantounesse 2C4

To make his englissh sweete vpon his tonge

And in his harj^yng* whan )}at* he hadde songe /

His yghen t^Y}^lcled in his heed aright*

As don ]je sterres in Jje frosty night* 268

Tliis worJ?i lymitoz^?* was cleped huberd

A marchant* was jjer with a forked herd

In mottle and heigh on horse he satte

Vp-on his heued a filaundrissh beuer hatte 272

His bootes elapsed faire and fetysly

His resons he spak* ful solempnely

SchewjTig* alwey ])Q encres of* his wynnynge

He wolde ))e see were kept* for eny Jjinge 276

By-twixe INEiddelburgh and Orewelle

CORPUS 8



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS. 9

"Wei coujje he in eschaunge sclieldes selle /

This worjjy man ful wel his witte bisette

Ther wiste no wight^ that^ he was in clette 280

So statly was he of^ his gouernance

With his bargaynes and his cheuissance

fFor so]?e he was a worjji man with-alt

But* sojjly to sein I not* how men liim caft 284

A Clerk* Jjer was of* Oxenford also

That^ vnto logyk* hadde long* I-go

As lene was his hors as is a rake

And he nas not* right* fat^ I vndertake 288

But loked holwe and ]jer-to soburly jeafs]

fful |)redbare was his ouereste courtepy

ffor he had geten him no benifice

Ne was so worldly for to haue office 292

ffor him was leuer to haue at* his bed hede

Twenty bookes clad in blak and rede

Of Aristotle and his philosopliie

Than robes riche or fithel or gay Sautrie / 29G

But* al by ))at* he was a philosophre

3it* had he but* a litel gold in cofre

But* al J?at* he might* of-* his frendes hente /

On bokes and on lernyng* he it / spente 300

And besily gan for Jie soules preye

Of hem ]?at* 3af* him wher-with to scoleye

Of* studie took he most* cure and most* heede

Nought* word spak he more J)an was neede 304

And |?at* was seyd in forme and reue?'ence

And schort* and quyk* and ful of* lieigh sentence

Sownyng* in moral vertu was his speche

And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche 308

A. Sergeant* of* J^e lawe war and wys

That* often hadde ben at fe Parvys

That* was also / ful riche of* excellence

Discret* he was and of* gret* reuerence 312

He semed swich his wordes were so wise

CORPUS 9



10 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS-

Justice lie was ful often in assise

By patent* and by plein co?«missiofi

ffor his science and for his heigh reno?ni 316

Of* fees and rohes had he many oon

So gret* a piirchaceo?ir was nowher non

Al was fee simple to him in elfecte

His purchasynge might* not* ben infecte 320

No wher so besy a man as he ]?er nas

And ^it* he semed bisiere ])an he was

In termes hadde he caas and doomes alle

That* from J?e tyme of* king* Will/am were falle 324

Ther-to he conjee endite and make a |}ink^ [leaf r,, back]

Ther conjje no wight* pynche at* his writynk*

And eiiery statut* couj^e he plein by Eote

He rood but* homly in a medly coote 328

Gert* with a seint* of sillc* . wijj barres smale
/

Of* his array telle I no longer tale

A ffrankeleyn was in his compaignie

Whit* was liis herd as is the dayessye 332

Of* his complexion he was sanguyne

Wei loued he by J)e morwe a sop in wyne

To lyuen in delit* euer was his wone /

ffor he was Opiournes owne sone 336

That* held opinion }}at* plein delite

Was verrey felicite parfite

An houshalder and ))at* a gret* was he

Seint* lulian he w\^s in his contre 340

His breed his ale was alweys after oon

A better envyned man was neuer noon

Wipoute bake mete was neuer his hous

Of* fissh and fleissh and jjat* so plenteuous 344

It* snewed in his hous of* mete and drink*

Of* alle dejmtes Jjat* men coude ])inlv*

After J)e sondry sesons of* \q ^ere

So changed he his mete and his sopeere 348

fful many a fat* partrich hadde he in Mewe

CORPUS 10



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 11

And many a brem and many a luce in stuwe

Wo was his cooke but^ his sauce were

Poynant^ and scharp and redy alt his gere 352

His table dormant^ . in his halle alway

Stod redy couered alt the longe day

At' Sessions ])er was he lord and sire

fFid ofte tyme he was knight* of* ])Q schire 356

An anelas and a gisper al of* silke

Heng* at* his girdel whit* as morne myIke

A scherref* had he ben and a comptour

Was nowher such a wor])i vauasour 360

An haburdaissher and a Carpenter [leaf 6]

A Webbe a Dyer and a Tapecer

And jjei were clo])ed alle in oo liuere

Of* a solempne and a gret flraternite 364

ffid freissch and newe here gere a-piked was

Here knyfes nere chaped nought* wi]) bras

But* alt wijj siluer wrought* ful clene and w^el

Here gerdles and here pouches eueridel 36

8

Wei semed ech of* hem a fair burgeys

To sitten in a yeldehalle on a deys

Euerich for Jje wisdom ))at* he can

Was schaply for to ben an Alderman 372

ffor Catelt hadde ]>ei ynough and rente

And eek* here wyues wolde it wel assentc

And elles certein ])ei were to blame

If is ful fair to be cleped ma dame 376

And gon to vigilies al bifore

And haue a mantel rialliche / bore

A Cool^ ])ei hadde wi]? hem for ye nones

To boyle ]?e chikenes with ])& maryebones 380

And poudre marchant* tart* and gallyngale

Wel kowde he know a draught* of* london ale /

He cou])e rost* and sejje and broile and frie

Maken mortreux and wel bake a pye ^ 384

But* gret* harm was it* as it j^oughte me

CORPUS 11



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS.

That^ on liis scliyne a mormal liacldc lie

fFor blank-manger ])at made lie wij? J^e beste /

A scliipman was ])er wonyng' fer by weste 388

ifor ou2;lit^ I wot^ he was of^ Dertemoutlie

He rood vpon a rouncy as lie conjje

111 a goAvne of faldyng^ to ])e knee /

A dagger hangyng^ in a lace liadde lie /
392

Abonte his nekke vnder his arm a-doun

The lioote somer bad mad his hiew al brou?z

And certeinly he was a good felawe

Iful many a draught^ of^ wyn he hadde drawe 396

ifrom Burdeaux warde wbil j^e chapmen sleepe peaf 6, bacivi

Of nyce conscience toot he no keepe

If^ jjat^ lie fauglit^ and had ])& heiglier lionde

By water he sent liem bom to eiiery londe 400

But^ of* his craft* to riken wel his tydes

His stremes and his daunger him besydes

His herberwe and his moone and his ledmannage

Ther was non such from hiille to kartage 404

Hardy he was and ^Y^ys to vndnrtake

AVith many a tempest"* had his bercl be scliake

He knew alle J^e hauenes as they were

ffro Gotlond to j^e Cape de fynystere 408

A.nd euery Cryke in Bretaigne and in Spaigne

His barge y-cleped was ]}e Mawdeleyne

It ith vs pei was a Doctour of* Phisike

In al Ipis world ne was ])ev non him like 412

To speke of* Phisilv* and of"* Surgerie

ffor he was grounded in astronomie

He kept* his pacient* a ful gret* del

In houres by his magiq?<e naturel 416

Wel couj^e he fortune the ascendent*

Of* his ymages for his pacient

He knewe ])e cause of* euery maladie /

Were it* of hoot* of* cold or moist* or drie / 420

And wher engendred and of what* humour

CORPUS 12



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 13

He was a verray iparRf practisoiir

The cause I-knowe and of his harm pe rote /

Anon he ^af* ])e sike man his bote 42^

fful redy had he his appotecaries

To sende hem drugges and his letuaries

ffor ech of' hem made opev for to wynne

Here frendschip nas nat / newe for to gynne / 428

Wei knew he Jje olde Escalapius

And discorides and eke Riisus

Olde ypocras haly and Galien

Serapion Razie and aiiyzen 432

Auerois damascien and Constantine [leaf?]

Bernard and Gatisdene and Gilbertine

Of* his diete mesurable was he

Ifor if was of* no superfluite 436

But* of* gret norisshing* and digestible

His studie was but litel on the bible

In sangweyn and in pers he clad was al

Lyned wi]) Taffata and with Sendal 440

And yet* he was but* esy of dispense

He kepte ])at* he wan in Pestilence

ffor gold in phisiqz^e is accordial

Ther-fore he loued gold in special 444

A good wif* pev was of* by-syde bathe

But* sche was somdel def* and jjat* was skajje

Of* cloJ?-makyng* sche hadde such an haunte

Sche passed hem of* ypres and of* Gaunte 448

In al J)e parissche wif* ne was j^er noon

))at* to Jje offryng* toforn hire schulde gon

And if* Ipev dede certein wroj) was sche

That* sche was oute of* alle charite / 452

Hire couerchiefs ful fyne were of* grounde

I dorste swere J)ei weyeden ten pounde /

That* on a soneday weren vpon hir hede

Hire hosen weren of* fyn scarlet* reede 456

fful streyt* yteyed and schoos ful moyste and newe
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Bolde was hir face and fair and reed of^ hewe

Selie was a worjji womman al hir lyue

Housbondes atte chirclie dore sche hadde fyue 460

Wijjouten o))er comiDanye in 3ouJ?e

But^ ])er-of needejj nought^ to speke as noujje

And jjries hadde sche ben at lerusalem

Sche hadde passed many a strange strem 464

At* Eome sche hadde ben and at^ Boloigne

In Galice af saint^ lame and at^ Coloigne

Sche con]?e moche of wandring^ by jje weye

Gat^ tojjed was sche sojjly for to seye 468

Vpon an ambler esely sche satte [leaf 7, back i

I-wympled wel and on hir heed an hatte

As brood as is a bokeler or a targe

A fote-mantett abouten hir hipes large /
472

And on hire feef a paire of^ spores scharpe

In felaschipe wel cou]?e sche laughe and carpe

Of* remedies of* lone sche knew par chaunce /

ffor sche coujje of* J)at* art* ]?e colde daunce 476

A good man was J)er of religio?/n

And was a ponre person of* a toun

But* riche he was of* holy ]?ought and werlt^

He was also a lerned man and a cleric 480

That* cristes gospeft trewly wolde preche

His parisshiens deuoutly wolde he teche

Benigne he v/as and wonder diligent

And in aduersite ful pacient* 484

and swich he was preued ofte silpes

fful lo]3 were him to cursen for his tyjjcs /

But* rajier wolde he yeuen out* of* doute

Ynto his poure parisshens abonte ,
'^88

Of* his ofifryng* and of* his substance

He cou)5e in litel ])ing* haue suflfisance

Wyd was his parisshe and houses fer a-sondro

But* he ne lefte nought* for rayn ne j^ondre 402

In seknesse nor in meschief* to visite
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The ferreste in his parisshe moche and lite

Vpon his feet^ and in his hond a staf*

Tliis noble ensample to his scheep he yaf^ 496

That^ ferst^ he WTOught^ and aftirward he taughte

Out' of' ])e gospel he po wordes caughte

And Jjis fugure he addede eek
/

]?er-to

Thaf if gold ruste whaf schal Iren do 500

fFor if a presf be foul on whom we truste

No wonder is a lewed man to Ruste

And schame it is if a presf take kepe

A schiten schepperde and a clene schepe 504

Wei ought* a presf ensample for to ;yue L'eaf sj

By his clennes how Jiat* his scheep schulde lyue

He sette nought* his benefice to hire

And leet* his scheep acombred in Jje myre 508

And ran to londoii vnto Seinte Ponies

To seeke him a Chaunterie for sonles

Or with a bre]?erede for to be with-holde
/

But* duelte at* horn and kepte wel his folde 512

So ]?at* Ipe wolf* ne made it* not^ miscarie

He was a scheppe?*de and not* a mercenarie

And jjough he holy were and vertuous

He was nought* to synful men dispitous 516

Ne of his speche daungerous ne digne

But* in his teching* discret* and benigne

To drawe folk* to heuen by fairnesse

By good ensample J»is was his bisynesse /
520

But* it* were ony pe?'sone obstinat*

What* so he were of* heigh or low estat

Him wolde he snebbe scharply for ])e nones

A bettre prest* I trowe J^af nowher non es 524

He waited after no pompe and reuerence

K'e maked him a spiced conscience

But cristes lore and his apostles twelue

He taught* but* ferst* he folwed in himselue / 528

AV^ith him j)er was a plowmar^ was his broker
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Tliat^ hadde I-ladde of^ dong* ful many a fo])er

A trewe swynker and a good was he

Lyiiyiig^ in pees and parlif cliarite 532

God loued he best^ wij? alle his herte

At^ alle tymes Jjough him gamed or smerte

And ])an his ^N'eighebore right* as him seliie

He wolde jjressche and perto dike and delue 536

ffor cristes sake for euery j^oiiere wighf

\Vi]?outen hire if* it* lay in his might*

His apes payed he ful fair and welt

Bojje of* his propre swynl^ and his cateH 51:0

In a Tabbard he rood vpon a mere [leaf s, buck]

Ther was also a Reeiie and a jMellere
/

A Sompnowr and a Pardoner also

A Maunciple and my self* ])er nare no mo / 511

The nieller was a stout* carl for pe nones

fful big* he was of* brawn and eelc* of* bones

That* proued wel for ouer al pav he cam

Atte wrastlyng* he wold haue awey Ipe ram 548

He AYas schort* schnldred a ])ikke knarre

The was no dore J?at* he nolde hene of* harre

Or breke it at* a rennyng* "sWth his heede

His herd as eny sowe or eny fox was rcede 552

And Jjerto brod as pongh it* -were a spade /

Ypon ])Q cop right* of* his nose he hade

A wert* and jjer-on stood a tuft* of* heeres

Eeed as the berstles of* a sowes Eres / 556

Hise nose-J?rilles blake weren and wide

A swerd and bokeler bar he by his syde

His mouj) as gret* was as a gret* fourneys

He was a Tangier and a goliardeys 560

And Jjat* was most* of* synne and harlotries

Wel cou]?e he stele corn and tolle juries

And 3it* he hadde a jjombe of* gold parde

A whit* cote and a blew hood Avered he 564

A Baggepipe wel coujje he blows and soun
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And }?er-witli-al he brought^ vs out^ of< toun

A gentil maimciple was ]>er of a temple /

Of* which achatours mighte take exsemple
/ 568

fibr to ben wyse in byeng' of' vitaile

ffor whej^er Jjat* he paied or tool^ by taile

Algate he wayted so in his achate

That* he was ay biforn and in good estate / 572
jSTow is not* jjaf of* god a ful fair grace

That* such a lowed mannes witt* schal pace

The wisdom of* an heep of* lernede men
Of* maistres hadde mo Jjan juries ten 576

That* were of* lawe expert* and curious [leaf o]

Of* which ]jer was a dosein in that* hous

WoTpi to ben Stywardes of* Eente and londe

Of-* any lord |)at* is in Tngelonde 580

To make him lyue by his propre good

In honour detteles but* if* jjat* he were wood

Or lyue as skarsly as him list* desire

And able for to helpen al a schire 584

In any cas paf mighte falle or happe

And 3it* ]jis manciple sette here al])er cappt

Ihe Eeeue was a sclender colerilc* man
His herd was schaue as nygh as euer he can 588
His her was by his eeres ful round y-schorn

His toppe was dokked lik* a prest* biforn

fful longe were his legges and ful lene

I-lilv* a staf* jjer was no calf* y-sene 592
Wei couJ)e he kepe a garner or a bynne

Ther was non auditour coujje on him wynne
Wei wist* he by pe drought* and by j^e reyne

The yeldyng* of* his seed and of* his greyne 596
His lordes scheep his neet* his dayerie

His swyn his hors his stoor and his pulletrie

Was holly in Jjis Eeeues gouernynge
/

And by his couenant 3af ]je rikenynge 600
Syn pat* his lord was twenty ^eer of* age
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Tlier coujje no man brynge liim in arrerage

Ther nas baillif^ ne lierde nor oJ?er hyne

That^ lie ne knew his sleight^ and his covyne 604

They were adrad of^ him as of' ])e dejj

His wonyng' was ful fair vpon an he])

Wi]) greene trees schadewed was his place

He coujje bettre ]jan his lord purchace COS

iful Eiche he was astored priiiely

His lord he cow'pe plese wel subtily

To yiiie and lene him of* his oiighne good

And haue a ]?ant and yet* a cote and hood G J 2

In 30uJ)e he hadde lerned a good niester [leaf 9, back]

He was a wel good "UTighte a Carj)enter

This reeue satte vpon a ful good stot*

That* was al pomely grey and highte scot* 616

A long* Surcote of* pers vpon he hadde

And by his syde he bar a rusty bladde

Of* :N'orthfolk* was jjis Eeue of^ which I telle

Bysyden a toun men clepen it* Baldeswelle 620

Tukked he was as is a frere aboute

And euer he rood ]>e hyndrest* of oure route

A Somynour was Ipei with vs in j^at* place

That* hadde a fyri cherubynnes face 62-1

ffor Sauseflem he was with eyghen narvre
/

Als hoot* he was and leccherous as a sj)arwe

Wi]) scalled browes blak* and piled berde /

Of* his visage children weren afferde 628

Ther nas quyk* siluer litarge or bremston

Boras orsure ne oyle of* Tarte noon

'Ne oynement* ])at* wolde dense and byte

To him might^ helpe of* his whelkes white 632

K'or of* ]>e knobbes sittyng* in his cheekes

Wel loued he garlik* oynons and eek* leekes

And for to drinke strong* wyn reed as blood

Than wolde he speke and crye as he were wood 636

And whan ])at* he wel dronken hadde ))e wyn
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Than wold he speke no word bufe^ latyne

A fewe termes hadde he tiio or ]?re

That^ he had lerned out^ of* som decre G40

No wonder is he herd if al ]?e day

And eek* 3e knowen if Avel hoAv j^af a lay

Can clepe watte as wel as can j^e pope

Biif who so cou])e in oj^er j^ing^ him grope 644

Than hadde he spenf al his philosophie

Ay questio quid luris wolde he crye

He was a gentil harlof and a kynde

A bettre felaw schulde men not* fynde 048

He wolde sufFre for a quarf of wyn lieaf lo]

A good felawe to haue his concubyn

A twelf-* moneth and excuse him atte fulle
/

fful priuely eet a fynch cou]?e he pulle / 652

And if he fond owher a good felawe

He wolde techen him to lian non awe

In such caas of^ pe Erchedeknes curs

Buf if^ mannes soule were in his purs 656

iibr in his iniYS he scholde punyssched be

Purs is ]je Erchedeknes helle seidc he

Buf wel I wof he lyhede righf in dede

Of< cursyng^ oughf eche gilty man him dredo 660

ffor curs wil sle right as assoylyng^ sauith

And also war him of^ a Significauith

In daunger hadde he af his owne gyse

The yonge gerles of^ J?e diocise 664

And knew here counseil and whaf was al hoi-e rede

A garland hadde he sette vpon his heede

As gref as if were for an ale stake

A bokeler hadde he made him of^ a cake / 668

With him J?er rood a gentitt pardoner

Of Rouncyualt his frend and his comper

Thaf streighf was comen fro ]?e courf of Rome
fful lowe ho song^ come hider loue tome 672

This Somnow/" bar to him a stif^ burdo.'/n
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Was neuer trompe of lialf^ so gret^ a soim

This pardoner hadde her as yelow as wax

But* smothe it heng^ as doth a strik' of flax. 676

By ounces heng" his lokkes J^at^ he hadde /

And Jjer with he his schuklres ouer spradde

But^ Jjinne if lay by culpons on and oon

But^ hood for lolite werede he noon 680

fFor it^ Avas trussed vp in his walef

Him ])oughte he rood al of^ the newe get<

Discheuele saf* his cappe he rood al hare

Swich glaryng^ yghen hadde he as an hare 684

A vernicle hadde he sewid on his cappe [leaf lo, back]

His walet^ [lay] biforn him in his lappe /

Bret^ ful of pardon corner fro Eome al hoot

A voys he hadde as smal as a goof 688

Xo herd ne hadde he ne neuer schulde haue

As smothe it was as if ware late schaue

I trowe he were a geldyng^ or a mare

Buf of^ his craff fro Berwik in to ware 692

I^e was ]3er such ano|)er pardoner

ffor in his male he hadde a pilewber

Which ])af he sayde was oure lady veyle

He seide he hadde a gobef of ]je seyle 696

Thaf seinf petir hadde whan J)af he Avente

Ypon the see til ihesu crisf him liente

He hadde a Croys of^ latofi ful of^ stones

And in a glas he hadde pigges boones 700

Buf with j?ese reliqes whan ])af he fonde

A poure person dwellyng^ vpon londe /

Vpon a day he gaf him more money

e

Than ))af Ipe person gaf in nionj^es tweye 704

And pus with feyned flateringi and lapes

He made jje person and ]?e poeple his apes

Buf trewely to tellen atte ]je laste

He was in chirche a noble ecclesiaste 708

Wei coujje he rede a lessonn or a story
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But* alj?er best* lie song^ an offertory

ffor wel lie wiste whan ])at* song^ was songe

He moste preclie and wel affile his tonge 712

To wjmne seiner as he [right] wel cowde

Ther fore he song* so nieriely and lowde /

!N"ow hane I told 30W soj^ly in a clause

The estat*. the array Ipe nonihre and eeke ])& cause 71

G

Wlii j?at* assembled was pis companie

In Suthwerk* at* fis gentil hostelrie /

That* highte jje Tabbard faste by jje belle

But* now is tyme to yow for to telle / 720

How Jjat"* we beeren vs ))at* ilke night* [leaf nj

Wlian we were in ]?at* Osterie alight*

And after wol I telle of* oure viage

And alt the remenant of* our pilgrimage 724

But ferst* I pray 30w^ of your ciirtesie

The 36 ne rette it nought* my vilenye

Though ])at I pleinly sjDeke in pis matere

To telle 30w here wordes and here cheere 728

Ne Jjough I speke here wordes propurly

ffor |)is 30 knowen as wel as I

Who so schal telle a tale after a man

He mot* reherse as neyh as euer he can 732

Euerich a word if* it* be in his charge

Al speke he neuer so rudely and large

Or elles he moot* telle his tale vntrewe

Or feyne J^inges or fynde wordes newe 73G

He may nought* spare al ))ough he were his bro])er

He moot* als wel seie word as anoj^er

Crist* spak* himself* ful brode in holy writte

And wel 3e wot* no vilenye is itte 740

Ek* Plato seith wdio so can him rede

The wordes mot* be cosyn to pe dede

Also I prey3e 30W for3iue it me

Al haue I not* set* foll-c* in here degre 744

Heer in pis tale as paf pei scholden stonde
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My witf is schorfc' 30 may wel vnderstonde

Gref cheere maad oiire ost^ vs euerychon

And to ])& sowper sette he vs anon 748

He serued vs with vitailles atte beste

Strong^ was j^e wyn and wel drynken vs leste

A semly man our hoste he was with alle

ffor to ben a marchatl: in an halle 752

A large man he Avas Avith ey3en stepc

A fairer burgeys is jjer non in Chepe

Bold of' his speche and wys and wel y-tanght

And of' manhode him lakkede righf nanglif 756

Ek* ]jer to he was righf a merie man [leaf 11, Lack]

And after soper pleyen he bigan

And spalv* of merj^e amonges oj^er ))inges

Whan ]?af he hadde maad our rikenynges 7 GO

And seide Jus ISTow lordynges trewely

3e ben to me welcome righf hertely

ffor by my trouthe if* ])af I schal not lye

I seyh nof J^is yer so niery a companye 7G4

AV oones in Ipis herberw as is now

ifayn wold I don 30U merthe wisf I how

And of* a merj^e I am right^ now bi])oughf

To don you eese and if schal coste nought 768

ye gon to Caunturbury god yow speede

The blisful niartir quyte 30U 30ur meede

And wel I Avoof as 3e gon by Ipe Aveye

ye schapen 30U to talen and to pleye 772

Ifor trewely conforf ne mer])e is non

To riden by J^e wey domb as a ston

And ]:er for wol I make you disporf

As I seide ersf and do you som conforf 776

And if' 30U likej) all by on assonf

ffor to stonden af my luggement

And for to Averken as I schal 30U seie

To morAA^e AAdian 3e riden by Jie weie /
780

XoAv by my fader soule ])af is deed
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Biit^ ^e be merye I wil 3eue 30W mjn heed

Hold vp 9our liond wij^oute more speclie /

Our coimseil was not' longe for to seche / 784

vs Jjouglifc^ it* was not^ worj) to make it^ wys

And grramted him wi])Oiite more avys

And bad him seye his verdif as him leste

liordynges quod he / now herkne]? for |)e beste 788

I5ut* take it nought^ I prey 30W in disdeigne

This is Ipe poynt^ to speke schort^ and pleigne

That* ech of^ 30U to schorte with 3our weye

In Ipis viage schal telle tales tweie 792

To Caunturbury-ward I mene it so [iean2]

And homward he schal tellen o|)&r tuo

Of auentures j^at^ whilom haue bifatt

And which of* yow jjaf beri]? him best^ of att 796

Thaf is to sein that' telle]) in ])is cas

Tales of* best* sentence and mosf solas ./

Schal haue a souper at our aljjer cost

Her in Ipis place sittynge by J^is post* 800

Wlian paf we comen a3ein fro Canturbury

And for to make 30U |)e more mury

I wil my seluen goodly with 30U ryde

Right* at* myn owne cost* and be 30ur gyde 804

And who so wol my Tuggement wij? seye

Schal paye al j^at* we spende by j^e weye

And if 3e vouche saf* j^at* it* be so

Tel me anon wi])outen wordes moo 808

And I wol erly schape me ])er fore

This })ing^ was graunted and our oj^es swore

With ful glad herte and prey3en him also

That* he wolde vouche saf* for to do so 812

And J)at* he wolde ben our gouernour

And of* oure tales lugge and reportour

And sette a souper at* a certein pris

And we wiln rewled ben at* his deuys / 816

In heighe and lowe and ])us by oon assent
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"We ben accorded to pe luggement

And ])er vpon ]?e wyn was fet^ anon

"VVe dronken and to reste wenf eclion 820

Wijjouten eny lenger taryyng^

A morwe whan ]?e day bigan to sj)ryng<

vp ros oure oost^ and was our al])er colv^

And gadered vs to gider all in a fiok* 824

And for]) we riden a litel more ])an paas

vnto jje wateryng* of^ seint^ Thomas

And pev our oosf gan his hors areste

And seide lordes herkne]? if you leste/ 828

3e wot^ 3our forward and I it^ 30U recorde [leaf 12, back]

If-* euynsong^ and niorwesong^ acorde

laf see now who schal telle Jje firste tale

As euer mote I drynke wyn of* ale 832

Who so be rebel to my luggement /

Schal paie for alt that^ by pe weie is spent*

!N"ow drawe]) Cut^ or J^at* we ferjjer twynne

he which jjat* haj? pe schortest* schal bigynne 836

^ Sir knight* quod he my maister and my lord

JSTow drawe]) Cut* for pat* is myn acord

Come]) nerre quod he my lady prioresse

And 3e sir clerk* let* be 30ur schamfastnesse 840

Ise studie]) nought* lay hond to euery man

Anon to drawe euery wight* bygan)

And schortly for to tellen) as if was /

Were it* by auenture or sort* or cas 844

The so]) is pis the Cut* fel to pe knight*

Of* which ful hlipe and glad was euery wight*

And telle he moste his tale as it* was resoun

By forward and by composicio2m 848

As 30 han herd what* nede]? wordes mo

And whan J)is good man saugh paV it was so

As he ])at* wys was and obedient*

To keepe his forward by his free assent 852

He seide si])])e I schal begynne Jje game
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What< welcome be ]?e Cutte a gocldes name

ISTow lat< vs ride and herkne]) Avliaf I seye

And with jjat* word we riden for]? oure Aveye 856

And he bigan with right^ a merye cheere

His tale anon and seyde as ^e may heero
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lam que domos patrias scitice post asp^ra geiitis

Prelia laurigero etc^.

'"hilom \yas as olde stories tellen vs

Ther was a Dulc^ that higlite Theseus
/

860

Of' Athenes he was / lord and gouernour

And in his tyme such a Conquerour

That^ grettere was non vnder Jje sonne [leaf is]

fFul many a riche Centre hadde he wonne 864

What' with his wisdam and his chiuallerie

He conquered aft j^e regne of* ffeminie

Thaf whilom was I-cleped Scithia

And weddede pe queen ypolita 868

And brought hir hom wi]? him in his contre

With muche glorie and gref solempnite

And eelc* hir 3onge suster Emelye

And bus with victorie and with melodic 872
. , [line erased here, apparently

Late I Ms nohle duk' to AtheneS ride tlie previous one repeated.]

And aft his hosf in amies him bisyde

And certes i^ it nere to long' to heere

I wolde haue tolde fully pe manere 876

how wonnen was j)e regne of ffeminie

By Theseus and by his Chiualrie

And of' the grete bataille for ]?e noones

Bitwixen atlienes and Amazones 880

And how asseged was Ipolita

The faire hardy queue of' Scithia

And of ])Q fesf ])af was af hir weddyng^

And of' l^e tempesf af hir hom comyng' 884

Buf al J)af ])mg> I moof as now forbere
/

I haue god wof a large feeld to ere

And weyke ben J^e oxen in my plough

The remnanf of j^e tale is long' ynough 888

I wol nof letten eek noon of ]?is route
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Laf euery felawe telle his tale aboute

And laf se now who schal Ipe soup^^r wynne

And jjer I lafte I wil a3ein bigynne 892

This Duk^ of^ whom I make mencio?m

Whan he was comen almost^ to j^e toiin

In aft his wele and his moste pryde

He was war as he cast^ his eyhe asyde 896

Wher Jjaf jjer kneled in ]je heighe weye

A company of* ladies tweye and tweye [leaf is, back]

Eche after ojjer cladde in cloj^es blake

But* such a cry and such a woo ]jei make 900

That* in J)is world is creature lyuynge

That* herde such ano])er weymentynge

And of-* jjis cry ]?ey nolde neuer stente

Til jjci ])Q Eeynes of* his bridel hente 904

What* folk* ben 30 jjat* at niyn hom comynge

Pertourbe so my feste wij? cryinge

Quod Theseus haue ^e so gret* enuye

Of-* myn honour that* f)us compleigne and crie 908

Or who ha)) 30U mysboden or offended

And telle]) me if* it may ben amended

And whi ])at* 30 ben clojjed thus in blak

The eldest* lady of* hem alle spak^ 912

Whan sche had swouned with a dedly cheere

That* it* was routhe for to seen and heere

^ Sche seide lord to whom fortune hajj yiuen

Victorie and as a conquerour to lyuen 916

I^ot* greuej) ous 30ure gloire and youi'' honour

But* we beseke mercy and socour

Haue mercy on our woo and our distresse

Som drope of* pite purgh Ipi gentilesse
/

920

vpon vs wrecched wo7?inien let* 36 fait

ffor certes lord Ipei is non of* vs att

That* sche nath ben a duchesse or a queene

Now be we Caytifs as if is wel seene 924

Thanked be fortune and hir false whiel
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That^ non estat^ ensuretli for to ben -wel

liow certes lord to abj'cle 301116 presence /

Here in j^is temple of^ the goddesse Clemenco 028

We haue be waytinge al j:is foiirte niglit^

Helpe vs lord si]) it^ is in \)y miglit^

II I wreccbe which J^af weepe and weile ]:us

Was wliilom wyf of* king Cappaneus 932

That* starf at* Thebes cursed be pat day

And alle we ])at* ben in Ipis array [leaf 11]

And maken al Jiis lamentaciown

We losten aft our housbondes at* jjat* towi 93G

Wliil ])at* passege J?er aboute lay

And yet* now fe olde Creon weiloway

That* lord is now of Thebes pe Cite

ffulfild of Ire and of* Iniquite 940

He for despite and for his Tyrannie

To don ])e deede bodies vilenye

Of^ aft oure lordes whiche ))at* ben slawe

Ha)? aft ])e bodies on an heep y-drawe 944

And wol nought* suffre hem by non assent

Neither to ben y-buried nojjer y-brent

But* make)) houndes ete hem in despyt*

And with ])at* word wi))0ute more respit* 948

Thai fellen gruf* and cryden pitously

Haue on vs wrecchede wo???men som mercy

And lat* our sorwe synken in Ipin herte

This gentil duk* doun from his courser sterte 952

With herte pitous whan he herde hem speke

Him ))oughte ))at* his herte wolde breke

Whan he saugli hem so pite and so mate

That* whilom were of* so gret* astate 95

G

And in his armes he hem aft vp hente

And hem conforte)) in ful good entente

And s^Yor his oth as he was trewe knight""

He wolde don so ferfor)7ly his might*

Ypon ))e tyrant* hem to wreke
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That' aft J?e poeple of^ grece SQholde speke

How Creon was of Theseus y-serued

As he ]?at hadde his de]) ful wel desenied 964

And righf anon wi|)Outen more abod

His baner he displaied and forth rood

To Thebes-ward and al his host^ biside

N'o nerre Athenes wolde he go ne ride 968

Ne take his ease fully half^ a day

But^ onward on liis w^ay pat^ nighf he lay [leaf u, back]

And sente anon ypolita ])e queene

And Enielye hir 3onge suster scheene 972

Vnto ]>e toun of^ Athenes to dwelle

And for]? he ritte Jjer nys naniore to telle

The rede Statue of^ Mars with spere and targe

So schine]} in his white baner large 976

That^ alle jje feelde gliteren vp and doun

And by his baner born is his pynoun

Of gold ful riche in which J?er was y-bete

The Mynataur which jjat* he wan in Grece 980

Thus rit^ pis duk^ jjus rit^ ]?is conquerour

And in his host^ of Chiuallerie IpQ flour

Til ]7at^ he come to Thebes and alight^

ffaire in ))e feeld ))er as he foughf to fighf 981

But schortly for to speken of Jjis ]?ing<

With Creon which fat^ was of Thebes king'

He faught^ and slougli him manly as a knight

In ployn bataile and putte pe folk^ to flight 988

And by asseuf he wan pe Cite after

And rente adoun boJ)e waft and sparre and rafter

And to ])Q ladies he restored ageyn

The bones of here frendes ])af were slayn 992

To don obsequies as was Ipo |?e gyse

But it Avere aft to longe to deuyse

The grete clamour and J)e waymentyng'

That' the ladys made atte brennyng' 996

Of IpG bodies and ])Q gref honour
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That^ Theseus pe noble conquerour

DoJ) to J)e bodies whan pei from him wente

But^ schortly for to telle is myn entente 1000

Whan Jjat^ J)is wor]?i duk^ ])is theseus

Ha]: Creon slayn and wonne Thebes pus

Stille in Jjat^ feeld he toolv* al nighf his reste

And dide Avith alt pe contre as him leste 1004

To ransake in pe caas of* pe bodies deede

Hem for to streepe of* harneys and of* wede [leafis]

The pilonrs diden bysynesse and cure

After pe bataile and disconfiture 1008

And so bifelle J^at* in the caas ]?ei founde

Thurgh. girt* with many a greuous blody wounde

Tuo ^onge kniglites liggynge by and by

'Bope in armes same "wrought* ful richely 1012

Of* which tuo Arcita hight* J^af oon

And Jjat* opeT knight* highte Palamon

Xat* fully quylv* ne fully deed Jiei were

But* by her cote armowrs and by here gere 1016

The heraudes knewe hem self* in special

As |)ei pat* weren of* pe blood real

Of* Thebes and of* sustren tuo y-born

Out* of* Jje caas pe pilonrs han hem torn 1020

And han hem caried softe vnto pe tente

Of* Theseus and he ful sone hem sente /

To Athenes to dwellen in prisoun

pe?"petuelly hem nolde he not* Eaunson 1024

And whan pis worpi duk* hajj pus y-don

He toolv* his oost* and home he rit* anon

With laurer corouned as a conquerour

And pere he lyuep in ioye and in hono?^?- 1028

Terme of* his lif* what* needep wordes mo

And in a tour in angwissh and in woo

.

Dwellen pis Palamon and eelv* Arcite

ffor euere more per may no gold hem quite 1032

This passep 3eer by yer and day by day
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Til if fel oones in a morwe of May

Thaf Emely paf fairer was to seene

Than is ]je lilye vpon his stalke grene 1036

And freisscher jjan ]?e may wilp floures newe

ffor wij? Ipe rose colour strof^ hir hewe /

I not^ Avhich was Ipe fairer of' hem tuo

Er it were day as was hire wone to do 1040

Sche was arisen and al redy dight<

ffor May Avil haue no sluggardie on night [leaf 15, back]

The seson prike]? euery gentil herte /

And make]? it' out* of^ his sleep to sterte 1014

And si])en arise and don may ohseriiance

This make]? Emelye to haue rememl)?'ance

To don honour to May and for to rise

I-clo]?ed was sche freissh for to deuyse 1 048

Hir yelow her was broyded in a tresse

P>y-hinde hir bak* a yerde long^ I gesso

And in })e gardyn atte sonne vpriste

Sche walke]) y^ and doun and as hir liste 1052

Sche gadreth floures party whit / and reedc /

To make a sotyl garland for hir heede

And as an angel heuenysshely sche song

The grete tour ])iiV was so ]?ikke and strong 105G

Which of* ]?e Castelt was ]?e chief' dongeon

Ther as J?e knightes weren in prison

Of' which I tolcle 30U and telle schal

Was euen ioynanf to ]?e gardein wal 1060

Ther as ]?is Emely had hir pleying<

Brighf was ]?e sonne and cler in ]?af mornyng^

And Palamon ]?is woful prisoner

As was his wone by leue of' his gailler 1064

Was risen and romed in a chambre on heicfh

In which he al ]?e noble cite seigh

And ek' ]?e gardyn ful of-* branches grene

Ther as }?e freisshe Emely ])e schene 1063

Was in hir wall^;^ and romed vp and doun
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This sorwful prisoner this Palamown

Go]) in Jje chambre Eomynge to and fro

And to himself* compleignyng* of* his wo 1072

That* he was born ful ofte seide alias

And so byfeft by aiientiire or caas

That* jjorugh a wyndow ]jikke of* many a barre

Of* yren gret* and square as any sparre 1076

He cast* his eyghen vpon Emelya

And per with al he bleynt* and cryed a [leaf i6]

As jjough he stongen were vnto ])e herte

And with ]?at* crye Arcite anon vp sterte / 1080

And seide Cosyn myn what* ejlep ])e

That* art* so pale and dedly on to se

"Why crydestow who ha]? ])e don offence

ffor goddes loue talv* al in pacience 108-4

Oure p?v'soun for it^ may non o'pei be

ffortune ha]? yiue vs })is aduersite

Som wicke aspect* or disposicioii

Of* Satiirne by som constollacioii 1088

Ha]7 3iiien vs Jiis al ])ough we had it* sworn

So stood Jje heuen whan ]?at* we ware born

We mote endure it* pis is schort* and playn

This Palamon answerd and seide again / 1092

Cosyn for so]?e of* ]?is opynioii

))ou hast* a vain Imaginacioii

This prison causede me nought to crie

Eut* I was hurt* right* now J)orugh out* myn yhe 1096

In to myn hert* Jiat* wol my bane be

The fayrnesse of* ])at* lady ])&f I see

3onde in the gardyn rome to and fro

Is cause of* al my crying* and my avo 1100

I not* wher sche be wo??iman or goddesse

But^ A^enus i^ it sojjly as I gesse

And Jier with al on knees a doun he fille

And seyde Yenus if* it* be ]>y wille 1101

yow in ])is gardeyn J)us to t?'ansfigure
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Byfore me sorwfiil wrecclied creature

Out' of ]?is prison help Jtat' we mowe scape

And if' so be oure destenye be schape/ 1108

By eterne world to deyen in pr/soii

.

Of' oure lynage baue som compassion

That is so lowe y-broughf by tyrannie

And with jjaf word Arcite gan aspye 1112

Wher as jjis lady romed to and fro

And with Jjaf sight* hir beaute hurf him so [leaf lo, back]

That if Jjaf Palamon was wounded sore

Arcite is hurf as muche as he or more
/

'

1116

And with a syke he seyde pitously

The freissche beaute sle]) me sodeinly

Of hire p'df rometh in jje yonder place

And buf I haue hir mercy and hir grace 1120

That-* I may seen hir atte leste wey

I nam buf ded Ipev nys no more to sey

This Palamon whan he J)is wordes herde

Dispitously he loked and answerde 1124

Whejjer seistow pis in ernesf or in pleye

Nay quod Arcite in ernesf by my feye

God helpe me so me lusf ful yuel playe

This Palamon gar kne his browes twave 1128

It^ were to pe quoa he no gret honour

ffor to be fals ne for to be traytour

To me J^af am pi cosyn and pi broper

y-sworn ful deepe and ech of vs til oper 1132

Thaf neuer for to deyen in pe payn

Til paf pe dep departe schal vs twayn

Neither in loue for to hinder oper

Ne in non oper cas my lieue broper 1 136

But-* paf pou scholdesf trewly forper more

In euery caas and I schal forpre pe pore

This was pin op and myn also certeine

I wof right* wel pou darsf iV not* wip-seyne 1140

Thus arf pou of my counseil out of doute
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And now _f)oii woldest falsly ben alDOute

To lone my lady whom I lone and seriie

And euer sclial til pa.V myn herte sterue 1144

Xow certes fals Arcite jjou sclialt^ not^ so

I loued liir ferst^ and tolde j:e my wo

As to my counseil and my bro]]er sworn

To forthre me as I liane told biforn 1148

ffor which ]5on art^ y-bounden as a knighf

To helpe me if* it lay in thy might^ [leaf ni

Or elles art^ ]?on fals I dar wel sayn

This Arcite ful proudly spat agayn 1152

Thou schalt^ quod he be rajjer fals J?an I

But^ ]jou arf fals I telle ]?e witterly

IT ffor paramour I loued hir first^ er jjou

What^ Avilt^ ])ou seyn jjou wist^ if nought^ yit^ now 1156

AYhejjur sche be a wo???man or goddesse

Thin is affeccion of* holynesse

And myn is loue as to a creature

ffor which I tolde j^e myn auenture 1160

As to my cosyn and to my broj^er sworn

I pose ]?at^ ]jou louedest^ hire biforn

Wostow nought* Avel J^e olde clerkes sawe 1163

That* who schal 3iue a louer eny lawe t Quis legend dat amantiUis,

loue is a gretter lawe by my pan

Than may be yeue to eny erthly man

And J^erfore positif lawe and such decree

Is broke alday for loue in eche degree 1168

A man moot* needes loue maugre his hede

He may not* fleen hit* jjough he scholde be dede

Al be sche mayde or wydow or elles wif*

And eek* it^ is not* likly al ])i lif* 11 "2

To stonden in hir grace namore schal I

ffor wel ])ou wost* pi selue verreily

That* ])ou and I ben dampned to prison

Pe?'petuelly vs gaigneth no Eamsoii 11/6

We stryuen now as houndes for ])e bon
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They fouglit^ alday and 36^ here i^iV was non

Ther com a kyte whil j^at^ ]?ei were so wro]?e

That^ bar a way jje hon bytwixe hem bojje 1180

Ak* jjerfore atte kinges courts my brojjer

Ech man for him self^ ]:er is non oj^er

Loue if^ ])0U list^ for I lone and ay schal

A soothly leue brojjer ]}is is al 1184

Her in ])is prison mote we endure

And euerich of* vs take his auenture [leaf 17, back]

Gret* Avas \>e strif* and long* bitwix hem tweye

If* |?at* I hadde leyser for to seie / 1188

But* to Jjis effect it happed on a day

To telle it 30U as schortly as I may

A worJ)i duk* |?at* highte Perotheus

That* felawe was vnto dul^ Theseus 1192

Syn ])ilke day jjat* ))ai were children lite

Was come to Athenes his felawe to visite

and for to pleye as he was wont* to do

Ifor in |)is world he loued nonian so 1196

And he loued him als tendurly agayn

So wel Jiei loued as olde bokes sayn

That* whan jjat* oon was ded sojjly to telle /

his felaw went* and sought* him doun in hello 1200

But* of-* J}at* story list* me nought* to write

Duk* Perotheus louede wel arcite

And had him knowe at Thebes ])er be yere

And finally at request and preyere 1204

Of* Perotheus wi])oute ony Eaunson

Duk* Theseus liim leet* out of prison

Ifrely to gon wher |?at* him list* ouer al

In such a gise as I 30U telle schal 1208

This was ]?e forward pleinly for tendite /

Bitwixe Tlieseus and him Arcite

That* if^ so were ])at* arcite were founde /

Euer in his lif by day or night* or stounde 1212

In cny contre of^ pis Theseus
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And he were caught^ it was accorded pus

That^ with a swerd he scholde leese his heed

Ther was noon opeT remedie ne reed 1216

BuV take]} his leeue and homward he him spedde

Lat^ him be war his nekke lij) to wedde

How gret^ a sorwe suffre]) now arcite

The deth he feele]? jjurgh his herte smjie 1220

He wepej) . weyleth . criejj pitously

To sleen himself* he wayte]? priuely peaf is]

He seide alias ]}at^ day ])af I was born

ISTow is my prison worse ])an biforn 1224

Now is me schape eternaly to dwelle

jSTonght* in Purgatori but^ in helle

AUas ]3at^ euer I knew Perotheus

ffor elles hadde I haue dwelled with Theseus 1228

I-fetered in his prison eueremo

Thanne hadde I ben in blisse and not* in woo

Only ])& sight* of* hire whom ]>aif I serue

})oug1i |)at* I neuer hire grace may deserue 1232

"VYolde haue y-suffised right* ynougn for me

IT Oo deere Cosyn Palamon quod he

Thin is pe victorie of"* ]?is auenture

fful bUssefully in prison might* ])0U dure 1236

In przsoun certes nay but* paradys

"Wei ha]j fortune torned Ipe pe dys

That* hast* jje sight* of* hire and I Jjabsence /

ffor possible is syn jjou hast* hir presence 1240

And art* a knight* a wor])i and an able

That* by som caas syn fortune is changeable

Thou maist* somtjnne to ]?i desir atteyne

But* I ]jat* am exiled and bareyne 1244

Of* alle grace and in so gret* despeire

That* ])er nys erjje water fjr ne eyre

Ke creature Jjat* of hem maked is /

That* may me helpe or don confort* in ]}is 1248

"VVel ought"* I sterue in wanhope and distresse
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fftire wel my lif^ niv liist^ and my gladnesse

Alias why pleynen men so in comune

Of pnrueance of god or of* fortune 1252

That' 3iueth hem ful ofte in many a gyse

Wei bet' ]jan jjey can hemself deuyse

Som man desirej) for to haue richesse

Thaf cause is of* his mordre or gret' seknesse / 1253

And som wolde ouf of his prison fain

That' in his lious is of his meyne slain /
[leaf is, back]

Infinite harmes hen in J)is matiere

We wof nof whaf ]}ing' j^af we preyen heere / 1260

We faren as he ])aV dronken is as jNIous

A dronke man wof wel he ha]? an hous

Buf he nof which Jje righte weie is ]?ider

And to a dronke man J^e weye is slider 1214

And certes in ])is world so faren we

We seeken fasf after felicite

Buf we gon wrong* ful ofte trewely

Thus may we seyn alt and namlich I 1268

Thaf wende and hadde a gref opynion

Thaf if I mighte skapen fro pr/soii

Tlian hadde I ben in ioye and p«?'fyf hele

Ther noAV I am exiled fro my wele 1272

Syn Jjaf I may nof seen 30U Emelye

I am buf ded J^er nys no remedye

vpon jjaf ojjer syde Palamon

Whan Jjaf he wiste ]?af arcite Avas gon 1276

Swich sorwe he make]? })af ]je grete tour

EesouneJ) of his yollyngi and clamour

The pure fettres of his schynes grete

Were of his bittre salte teeres wete 1280

Alias quod he arcita cosyn myn

Of aft our strif god wof ]>& fruyf is ]?in

Thou walkesf now in Thebes af ])i large

And of my avoo Jtou yernesf litel charge 1284

Thou maisf syn Jiou hasf wisdom and manhede
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Assemble aft jje folk^ of^ oiire kinrede

And make a werre so scharj^ on j^is Cite

That^ hj som auenture or so]n tretee 1288

Thou maisf haue liir to lady and to wif /

Ifor -svliom ]?af I most* needes leese my lif^

ffor as by weie of* possibilite

Sitthe ]70ii art^ at^ ])i large of prison fre 1292

And art^ a lord gret^ is ])in auantage .

]\Iore pan is myn Jiat sterne her in a kage [ieafi9]

ffor I mot^ AveejDe and wayle whil fiat^ I lyue

AYith aft J^e avoo paV prison may me ^iue 129G

And eel^ with peyne jjat^ lone me yiue]) also

That^ double)) al my torment^ and my wo

Ther with pe fyr of gelousie vpsterte

With Inne his brest and hente him by pe herte 1300

So woodly paV he lil^ was to bjdiolde

The boxtre or pe asshen deed and eolde

Than seide he o cruel goddes j^at^ gouerne

This world with bynding^ of^ your word eterne 1304

And wi'iten in pe table of* athamaunt^

youre p«rlement and 30ur eterne graunt^

What^ is mank3Tide more vnto 30U holde

Than is pe sclieep pat' rouke]? in pe folde 1308

ffor slain is man right^ as anojjer beeste

And dwelle]? eek* in 23?'/son and in arreste

And haj? siknesse and gret aduersite

And ofte tonnes gilteles pa?'de 1312

^ AYhat^ gouernance is in ])is jDrescience

That^ gilteles tormente]? Innocence

And encreseth jjis is al my penau??ce

That* man is bounden to his obseruau?2ce 1316

ffor goddes sake to letten of* his wille

Ther as a beeste may aft his lust^ fulfille

And whan a beeste is ded he ha]? no peyne

But* after his deth pe man mot* weepe aiicl pleyne 1320

Tliough in J)is world he haue care and wo
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"Wijjouten donte it may stonden so

The answere of* ]?is lete T to diiiines

But^ wel I wot^ fat* in J^is world gret pyne is

Alias I see a se7'pent* or a j^eef*

That* many a trewe man haj? do meschief*

Gon af his large and wher him list^ may turne

But^ I moot* ben in pr/soil j^urgh Saturne

And eek" jjurgh luno lalous and eek* wood

That* haj) destroyed wel neyh al ]?e blood

Of* Thebes with his waste walles wide

And venus slee]? me on jjaf o]?er syde

fFor lalousye and fere of* him Arcite

% I^ow wil I stynte of* Palamon alite

And lat* him in his prison stille dwelle

And of* Arcite for]? I wil 30U telle

The somer passe]) and ])e nightes longe

Encresceth double wise ])e peynes stronge

Bojie of^ ])Q loner and of* ])e prisoner

I not* which ha]) Ipo wofuller myster

ffor schortly for to sein of* Palamon

Pe?'petuelly is dampned to prison

In cheynes and in fettres to pe ded

And arcite is exiled vp his hed

ffor enermore as out^ of* pat* contre

IsTe neuer he ne schal his lady se

IT yow loners aske I now ])is question

"Who ha]j j)e wors arcite or Palamon

That* oon may seen his lady day by day

But* in prison moot* he duellen ay

That* o])er wher him list* may ride or go

But* seen his lady schal he neuer mo

ISTow diuineth as 30U list* J)at* ^e can

ffor I wol telle forth as I bigan

[No gap in the MS.]
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[FAUT it. No gap in the MS.]

^Yhan ])ati arcite to Thebes comen was

ffal ofte a day he swelte and saide alias 1356

ffor seen his lady schal he neuere mo
And schortly to concluden al his wo

So mochel sorwe hadde neuer creature

That^ is or schal whil j^at^ ]?e world may dure 1360

His sleep . his mete . his drink^ is him by-raft*

That^ lene he wex and drye as is a schaft^

His yghen holwe grisly to biholde

His hewe falwe and pale as ayssche colde 1364

And solitarie he was and euer allone

And wayl}Tig^ al ))e night* makpig* his mone [leaf 20]

And if* he herde song* or instrument

Than wolde he weepe he mighte nought* be stent* 1368

So feble were his spiritz and he lowe

And chaunged so jjat* no man coujje knowe

His speche nojjer his voys |)ough men it herde

And in his gere for al ])e world he ferde/ 1372

I^ot* comly lylv* to louers maladye

Of* heres but raf)er lil^ manye

Enojendred of* humowr malencolik*

Biforn his celle fantastilv* 1376

And schortly torned was al yp and douil

Bojje habite and disposiciown

Of him pis woful louere daun arcite

'\Aniat* scholde I alday of his woo endite 1380

Whan he endured hadde a ^eer or tuo

This cruel torment and ]?is peyne and woo

At* Thebes in his contre as I seyde

Ypon a night* in sleep as he him leyde 1384

Him jjoughte Jjat* Jje wengede god mercurie

Biforn him stood and bad him to be merie

His sleepy 3erde in honde he bar vpright*

An hatte he wered vppon his heeres bright* 1388
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Arrayed was Jiis god as lie took^ kecpe

As he was whan ]?at^ argus toolv^ his sleepe

And seyde him Ipns to Athenes schalt^ Ipou wende

Ther is ])Q schapen of* ])i wo an ends 1392

And with ])aV word arcite woot and sterte

Now trewely how sore J^at^ me smerte

Quod he to Athenes rights now wol I fare

Ne for J)e drede of^ de]j schal I nought spare 1396

To see my lady IpaV I loue and serue /

In hire presence I ne recche nou^fc^ to sterue /

And with J)at^ word he caughte a gret mirour

And saugh ])a.f chaunged was al his colour 1400

And saugh his visage al in anoJ?er kinde

And right* anon it* ran him in his mynde [leaf 20, back]

Than si]?en his face was so disfigured

Of" maladie ])q which he hadde endured 1404

He raighte wel if* jjat* he bar him lowe

Lyue in Athenes eueremore vnknowe /

And seen his lady wel neigh day by day

And right* anon he changed his array 1408

And cladde him as a poure laborer

And al allone saf* oonly a squier

That* knew his priuete and al pe caas

"Which was desgised pouerly as he was 1412

To Athenes is he gon Ipe nexte way

And to ])e courte he wente vjDon a day

And atte gate he profred his seruise

To drugge and drawe what* so men wol deuise 141G

And schortly of* J)is matier for to soin

He fille in office with a chamburlein
/

The which jjat* was dwellyng* ^vith Emelye

ffor he was wys and sone cou]:e aspye 1420

Of* euery se7"uant* which ]?at* serue]? here

Wel coujje he hewen woode and water here

ffor he was yong* and mighty for ]>& nones

And Jierto he was strong* and bigge of* bones 1424
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To cloon J^at* eny wiglit^ him can deiiyse

A veer or tuo lie Avas in ]?is seruise

Page of^ Jie Chambre of* Emelye Ipe briglite

And Philostrat* he seyde Jjat he highte 1428

IF Bat* half^ so wel byloiied aman as he

'Ne was ]>er neiier in court* of* his degre

He was so gentil of condicio^n

That* jjurgh out* al the court* was his renown 1432

Thei seide J)at* it* were a charite

That* Theseus wolde enhaunce his degre

And putten him in Avorschipful seruise

Ther ]?at-* he might* his vertu excercise 1 436

And ]3us withinne a while his name is spronge

Bo])e of his deedes and of* his goode tonge [leaf 21]

That* Theseus ha]) taken him so neere

That* of* his Chambre he made him a squiere 1440

And gaf* him golde to mayntene his degre

And eek* men brought* him out of his contre

ffro 3eer to 3eer ful priuily his rente

But* honestly and sleighly he it spente 1444

That* no man wondred how jjat* he it hadde

And J)re ^eer in ]?is wise his lif* he ladde

And bar him so in pees and eek* in werre

Ther Avas no man })at* Theseus hajj derre 1448

And in J)is blisse lete I now arcite

And speke I wol of* Palamon alite

^ In derknesse and horrible and strong* p?xson

This seuene 3eer ha]) seten Palamon 1452

fforpyned what* for woo and for distresse

'^^^lo feleth double sore and lieuynesse

But* Palamon ]?at* loue drenche]? so /

That* wood out* of* his wit* he go]) for wo 1456

And eek* })er to he is a prisoner

Perpetuelly not* O'only for a ^eer

Who cou])e ryme in englissh p?*opurly

His martirdom for so])e it am not* I 1460
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Tlier fore I passe als liglitly as I may

^ It^ felle ]p3if in Ipe seiien]?e ^ev of" may

The jjridde iiight^ as olde bokes sein /

Tliat^ als pis storie tellej? more plein 1464

AYere it^ by auenture or destinee

As whan a pinff is schape it schal be

That^ sone after Jje mydnyght^ Palamon

Ey helpyng^ of a frende brak^ prison 1468

And fle]) pe cite faste as he may goo

ffor hadde yeue his gailler driinke soo

Of* a clarre maad of-* a certeyn wyn

With nercotiks and opie of Thebes fyn 1472

That^ al Jiaf nighf ))ongh J^at^ men wolde him schake

The gailler sleep he mighte not^ awake [ieaf2i, bad<]

And J)us he fleeth as fast^ as euer he may

The night* was schort* and faste by J^e day 1476

That* needes cost* he most* himseliien hyde

And til a groue faste per bisyde

With dredftd foot* pan stalkej? Palamon

ffor schortly ]}is was his opinion 1480

That* in jjaf groue he wolde him hide alday

And in J?e night* pan wolde he take his way

To Thebes-ward his frendes for to pray

On Theseus to helpe him to werray 1484

And schortly oujjer he wolde leese his lif^

Or wynnen Emely to his lonely wif* /

This is jjeffecte and his entente playn)

^ !N"ow wol I torne vnto arcite agayn) 1488

That* litel wiste how neih jjat* was his care

Til ]?at* fortune hadde kaught* him in his snare

The besy larke messanger of* day

Salueth in hir song* pQ morwe gray 1492

And fyry phebus rise)) vp so bright*

That* al Jje orient laugheth of* j^e light*

And with his streemes drieth in pe greues

The seluir dropes hangyng* in pe leeues 1496
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And Arcita in Ipe courL^ roial

Wi]) Theseus his squier principal

Is rysen and loke]? on Jjb mery day

And for to doon his obseniance to may 1500

Eemembryng^ on Jje poynt* of his desir

He on his conrser stertyng^ as Ipe fir

Is riden in to Jje feeldes him to pleye

Oaf of ]pe courf were if a myle or tweye 1504

And to Ipe groue of wliich J)af I 3011 tokle

By aiientnre his weye he gau to holde /

To maken him a garland of^ Ipe greiies

Were if of^ woodebynde or hawethorne leeues 1508

And loude he song^ a3ein |?e sonne scheene
/

May with aft ])i floures whif and grene [kaf22]

Welcome be J?ou faire freisshe may

I hope ]?af I som grene gete may 1512

And from his conrser with a lusty herte

In to Ipe groue ful hastily he sterte

And in a path he rometh vp and doun

Ther as by auenture of^ pis Palamon 1516

Was in a busshe paf no man mighf him see

fful sore aferd of* his deth Avas he

1^0 ])ing^ ne knewe he J)af it was arcite

God wof he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 1520

Buf soj? is seide go sijjjjen many ^eeres

Thaf feeld ha]? yhen and ]?e woode ha]? eeres

If is ful fair a man to bere him euene /

ffor alday meete]? men af vnsetf steuene 1524

fful litel woot arcite of* his felawe

Thaf was so neigh to herken of his sawe

ffor in ])e busshe he sitte]? now ful stille

Whan ]?af arcite hadde Eomed all his fille 1528

And songen al ]>e Eoundel lustily

In to a studie he fel sodeinly

As doon ]jese loners in here queynte geeres

Xow in Ipe croppe and now doun in Ipe breeres 1532
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Xow vp now doiin as boket^ in a welle

Itiglit^ as f)e friclay so|)ly for to telle

Now it* schinejj and now it reyne]? faste

Eight* so gan gery venus oner caste 1536

The hertes of* hir^ follv* right* as hire day

Is geerful right^ so chaungejj sche array

Seelde is ])e fryday al jje wike y-like

IT Whan ]?at* arcite hadde songe he gan to syke 1540

And sette hiia donn wijjouten eny more

Alias quod he J^af day j^at* I was bore

How longe Tuno ]}iirgh jji criielte

Wiltow werreien Thebes ])q Cite 1544

Alias y-brought* is to confusion

The blood Eoial of* Cadme and Amphioii [leaf 22, back]

Of* Cadmus which ]?at* was Ipe ferste man

That* Thebes bult* or ferst* ])e toun bigan 1548

And of* IpQ cite first* was crouned king'

Of his lynage am I and his ofspring*

By verray ligne as of* ]?e stol^ roiatt

And now I am so caytif* and so pralt 1552

That* he Jiat* is my mortel enemy

I serue him as his squier pouerly

And 3it do]) me luno wel more schame

ffor I dar nought biknowe myn owne name 1556

But f)er as I was wont* to hight* arcite

'Now highte I Philostrate nought* worfi a myte

Alias Jiou felle mars alias Ipou luno

Thus ha]) your ire oure lignage al fordo 1560

Saf* only me and wrecched Palamon

That* Theseus martire]) in prison

And ouer al ])is to slen me vtterly

loue haj) his faire dart* so brennyngly. 1564

y-stiked ])urgh my trewe earful herte

That schapen was my dep arst* Ipsm my scherte

ye sleen me with ;our ey3en emelye

3e ben ])e cause wher fore })at I dye 1568
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Of' aft ])e remanant / of myn ojjer care

ISTe sette I nought' Jje montaiice of a tare

So ))at I coude don auglif to 30ure plesance

And with ])af word he fel doun in a traimce 1572

A long' tyme aild aftirward he vpsterte

This Palamon paV ]?oughf j^af ])onigh his heite

he felte a cold swerd sodeinliche glyde

ffor yre he quot no longer wolde he byde 1576

And whan Jjaf he had herd Arcites tale

As he were wood with face deed and pale

he sterte him vp ouf of"* J^e huskes ])ikke

And seide arcite false traytour wikke 1580

Now arf J70U henf ]?af louest* my lady so

ffor whom ]}af I haue al J)is jDeyne and wo [leaf '23]

And arf my blood and to my counseil sworn

As I fill ofte haue told ]?e heer biforn 158-1

And hast be-iaped here dulc' Theseus /

And falsly chaunged hast J)i name ]?us

I wol be ded or elles ))0U schalf dye

Thou schalf not* loue my lady Emelye 1588

But' I wol loue hire oonly and nomo

ffor I am Palamon ])i mortel foo

And jjougli ]?af I no wepene haue in ))is place

Buf ouf of pmoun am asterf by grace 1592

I drede nouglif jjaf oujjer Jjou schalf die

Or ]?ou ne schalf nof louen Emelye

Chees which |)ou wilf or J?ou schalf nof asterte

This arcite with ful despitous herte 1596

When he him knew and hadde his tale herde

As fers as a leoii pulled out a swerde

And seide ]jus by god J)a[t] sitte]? aboue

Nere if wei'e ])af jjou arf sike and wood for loue 1600

And eek' )}af pou no wepne hasf in ))is place /

Thou schuldesf neuer ouf of jjis groue pace

Thaf ])0U ne schuldesf deyen of' myn honde

ffor I diffie J)e sewrte and Jie bonde 1604
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Which paf jjou seisfc^ I haue maad to ]7e /

What^ verray fool jjinl-c* weel ])iiV loue is fre

And I wol loue hir maiigre al ])j might*

But for as moche ])0U art* a worpj knight* 1608

And wiliest to derreyne hir by batayle

Haue her my troujje to morwe I wol nought^ fayle

Wijjouten wityng^ of eny o]>ev wight

That* heer I avoI be founden as a knight 1612

And bringen herneys right* ynough for |?e

And chese J»e beste and lef* Jje worste for me

And mete and drynl^ j^is night* wol y bringe

ynough for Jje and clo]?es for J)i beddynge 1616

And if* so be pat* jjou my lady wynne

And sle me in ]?is woode ]}er I am Inne [leaf 23, back]

Thou mayst* wel haue ])j lady as for me
This Palamon answerd I graunt* it* ]?e 1620

And J)us ]?ei ben departed til a morwe

Whan ech of* hem hadde leyd his feijj to borwe

Occupied out* of* alle charite

regne jjat* wolde no felawe haue with j^e 1621

finl so]) is seid j^at* loue ne lorschipe

Wol not* his j^ankes haue no felaschipe

We fynde fiat* of"* arcite and of* Palamon

Arcite is riden anon in to ])e toun 1628

And on the morwe er it* were dayes light*

fful priuely tuo herneys ha]) he dight*

Bo])e sufficant* and meete to darreyne

The batail in Ipe feld bitwix hem tweyne 1632

And on his hors allone as he was borne

He carieth al his barneys him biforne

And in ])e groue at tyme and place y-set*

This arcite and ])is Palamon ben mette 1636

To changen gan ]pe colour in hire face

Eight* as J)e hunters in ])e Reigne of* trace

That* stonde]) atte gappe with a spere

Whan hunted is J)e leoun or pe here 1640
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And heere]) liim come russhyng^ in J)e greeiies

And here]) bojje bowes and ]}e leeiies /

And j?inke]7 here comej? my mortal enemy

Wijjoute faile he moot^ be deed or I 1644

fFor eipev I mot^ sleen him atte gappe

Or he mot^ slee me if^ lpa,f me mys happe

So ferden \)ei in channgyng^ of* here hewe

As fer as euerich of* hem oJ)er knewe / 1648

Ther nas no good day ne no sahiynge /

But* streit* wijjouten word or rehersynge /

Euerich of* hem hilp for to arme o'pev

As freendly as he were his owne brojjer 1652

And aftei" jjat* wij) scharpe speres stronge
/

They fojTien ech at* o])er Y\^onder longe [leaf 21]

Thou mightest* wene J)at* j^is Palamon

In his fightinge were a wood leon 1656

And as a cruel tigre was arcite

As wilde bores gonne Jjei to smyte /

That* frothen whit* as foom for ire wood

Yp to ])& ancle foughte J^ey in here blood 1660

And in ))is wise I lete hem fightyng* dwelle

And forf) I wole of* Theseus you telle

The destenye Ministre general

That execute]) in Jie world ouer al 1664

The purueance ]?at* god ha
J)

seie bifore

So strong* it is Jiat* Ipei J)e world hadde it* swore

The contraire of* a J)ing* by ^e or nay

3et* soni tyme it* schal falle on a day 1668

J^at* falle]) nought* eft wi])inne a ])ousend 3ere

ffor certeinly oure appetites heere

Be it* of* werre or pees or hate or lone

Al is ])is reuled by ])e sight* aboue 1672

This mene I now by mighty Theseus

That for to hunte is so desirous

And namly atte grete hert* in may

That* in his bedde ])er dawej) him no day 1676
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That^ he nys cladde and redy for to ride

Wi]) liunte and horn and houndes him besyde

fFor in his huntyng^ hajj he such delitf*

That^ it is att his ioye and appetyt" 1680

To ben himself^ ))e grete hertes bane

iFor after mars he serueth now Diane

Cler was ])e day as I haue told er Jjis

And Theseus with alle ioye and blys 1681:

With his ypolita Ipo faire queen e

And Emelye clo])ed al in greene

On huntyng^ ben ])ei riden really

And to ])e groue pat' stood ful faste by 1688

In which ]?er was an hert^ as men him toklo

Duk* Theseus J^e streighte wey ha]? holde / [leaf 24, back]

And to ])& lannde he ridejj him ful righte

ffor jjider was ])e hert* wont* to haue his flighte 1692

And ouer a brook* and so for]) on his wey

This Dulv* wol haue a cours at* him or twey

Wip houndes swich as |)at* him list* to comau;/.de /

And whan ]}is Duli* was come vnto pe. launde 1696

vnder pe sonne he loked and anon

He was war of-* arcite and Palamon

That* foughten breeme as it* were boles tuo

The brighte swerdes wenten to and fro 1700

So hidously ]7at* with pe leste strool^

It* seme]? ])af it* wolde felle an oolv*

But* what^ pei were no])ing* he ne woot*

This duk* his courser with his spores smot* 1704

And at* a stert* he was betwixe hem tuo

And pulled out a swerd and cried ho

'No more vp peyne of* lesyng* of* 30UI'' hed

By mighty mars he schal anon be ded 1708

That* smyteth eny strolv* ]jat* I may seen

But* telle]? me what* myster men ^e ben

That* ben so hardy for to fighten heere

"\Vi])oute luge or o]?or officere 1712
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As iV were in a litett liste really

^ This Palamon answerde hastily

And seide sire what* needej? wordes mo

We haue Jie de]j deserued holpe tiio 1716

Tuo "woful wrecehes be we tuo caytyi.ies

Thaf ben encombred of oure owne lyues

And as jjou art* a rightful lord and Tiige

I^e 3iue us neyj^er mercy ne refuge 1720

But* slee me first* for seiute charite

But* slee my felawe eek* as wel as me

Or slee him [first] for pough ]}0u knowest* it lite

This is ])[ mortel fo j^is is arcite 1724

That* fro ]?i lond is banyssched on his heede

ffor which he ha]) deserued to be ded [leaf 25]

ffor ]?is is he J?at com vnto pi gate

And seyde j^at* he highte Philostrate 1728

Thus haj) he la^Ded jje ful many a 3eere /

And jjou hast^ maked him j^i cheef* squiere

And jjis is he ]?at* loue]} Emelye

fibr Slip J}at* day is come Jiat* I schal d^^e 1732

1 make pleynly my confession

Thaf I am jjilke woful Palamon)

That* haj) jji pr/son broke wikkedely

I am J)i mortel foo and it* am I 1736

That* loue]) so hote Emelya Ipe briglit[c]

That* I wol dye p?-esent* in hir sighte

Wher fore I axe de]? and my luwise

But sle my felawe in ]?e same wise 1740

ffor boJ)e haue we deserued to be slayn

^ This worj^iduk* answerde anon agayn

And seide jjis is a schort* conclusioun

your owne mouj) be 30ure confessio2^n 1744

Hajj dampned 30U and I wol it recorde

It* needej? nought* to pyne 30U with Jje corde

ye schal be ded by mighty mars Ipe reede

The queen anon for verrey wo?72manhede 1748
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Com for to wepe and so dide Emelye

And aft jje ladies of* Jje conipaignye

Gref pite was it as it* jjoug^Lf hem alle

That* euer such a chaimce schulde falle 1752

ffor gentil men pei were of* gret* estat*

And no])ing* but* for loue was ])is dehat*

And saugh hire bloody woundes wide and sore

And alle cryeden bo|?e lasse and more 1756

Haue mercy lord vpon vs wo??zmen alle

And on here bare knees doun jjei falle

And wolde haue kist* his feet* jjer as he stood

Til atte last aslaked was his mood 1760

£fbr pite renne]) sone in gentil herte /

And ]?ough he ferst* for Ire quook* and sterte [leaf 25, back]

he haj) considered schortly in a clause

The trespas of* hem bothe and eek* Ipe cause 1764

And al pough Jjat* his Ire hire gilt* accused

3it* in his resoii he hem bojje excused

As ))us he jjoughte wel J?at* euery man

Wil helpe himself* in loue if* ]?at* he can 1768

And eelv* deliuere himself* out* of* p?'/son

And eek* his herte hadde compassion

Of* womme/i for ])ey wepen euer in oon

And in his gentil herte he jjoughf anon 1772

And softe vnto himself he seide fy

vpon a lord jjat* wol haue no mercy

But* be a leoii bojje in word and dede /

To hem Jjat* ben in repentance and drede 1776

As wel as to a proud dispitous man

That* wol maintene ])at* he first* bigan

That* lord hajj lit el of* discrecioii

That* in such cas can no diuisioil 1780

But* weyeth pride and humblesse after oon

And schortly whan his Ire is Jjus goon

he gan to loken vp with eyghen light*

And spak* Jiis same wordes al on liight 178i
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IT The god of* lone a benedicite

How mighty and how gret^ a lord is he

A3eiiis his might^ jjer gayne]? non obstacles

He may be cleped a god of* his miracles 1788

ffor he can maken af his owne gise

Of* euerich herte as ))af him list* denise

lo her ))is arcite and Jjis Palamon I

That* qnytly were out* of my pr/soun 1792

And might* haue lyued in Thebes rially

And witen I am here mortel enemy

And jjat* here de]? lith in my might* also /

And 3it* ha]) lone maugre here 3"ghen tuo 1796

Brought* hem hider hope for to deye

^Now loke]) is not* Jjat* an heih folye [leaf 26]

IT Who may ben a fool but* if* he lone

Byhold for goddes sake ]}at* sitte]: aboue 1800

See how jjai bleede be Jjai not* wel arrayed

Thus haJ7 hire lord ])& god of* loue y-pai3ed

Hire wages and hire fees for hire seruise

And ^it* ]3ei wenen for to ben ful wise 1804

That* seruen loue for aught* Jjat* may bifalt

But* J?is is 3et* Ipe beste game of* alt

That* sche for wham pei haue ])is iolyte

Can hem Jierfore as moche thanlv* as me 1808

Sche woot* na more of* aft j^is hoote fare

By god ]}an woot* a Cockow of* an hare

But* al moot* ben assayed hoot* and colde

A man moot* ben a fool or 3ong* or olde 1812

I wot* it by my self* ful yore agon

ffor in my tyme a seruant* was I on

And perfore syn I knowe of* loues peyne

And woot* how sore it* can a man distreyne 1816

As he |)at* hath ben caught* often in his laas

I you for3iue al holly J^is trespas

At* J)e requeste of* ]?e queen pat* kneele]) heere

And eek* of Emelye my soster deere 1820
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And 3e schal bojje anon vnto me swore

That* neuere ^e sclial my coroune dere

Ne make werre vpon me night^ ne day

Buij^ ben my frendes in alle ])at^ ^e may 1824

I 30U for3iue j^is trespas oiierj del

And pej liim sworen his axing* fair and wel

And liim of* lordschipe and of mercy preide

And he hem grciMRte]) grace and ]?us he seide 1828

To speke of* riaft lynage and richesse

Jjough Tpixf sche were a queen or a princesse

Ech of* 30U ho'pe is Avorjjy douteles

To wedde whan tyme is but* naj^eles 1832

I speke as for my suster Emelj'e /

ffor whom ^e haue ]?is strif* and lalousie [leaf 26, back]

3e wite 30ure self* sche may not* wedde tuo

At* oones ]?ough 30 lighten eueremo 1836

That* oon of* 30U al be him loj? or leef*

He moot* go pypen in an yuy leef-*

This is to sey sche may not* haue bo})e

Al be 3e neuer so lalouse ne so wrofie 1840

And for-]ji I 3on putte in jjis degre

That* ech of* 30U schal haue his destine

As him is schape and kerkne]? in Avhat* wise

Lo heer 30ur ende of* fat* I schal deuyse / 1844

IF My wil is ]?is for plat* conclusion

Wijjouten eny rejDlicacion

If^ ])at 30W like]? take]) it* for jje beste /

That* euerych of* 30U schal gon wher him leste 1848

ffrely wijjouten Eaunceon or daunger

And ]?is day fifty wykes fer ne neer

Euerich of* 30U schal bringe an hundred knightes

Armed for fe lystes vp al rightes 1852

Al redy to darreyne hir by bataile

And ])is biheete I 30U wi])oute faile

vpon my trouj^e and as I am a knight*

That* whejjer of"* 30U bo])e ])at* ha]) might* 1856
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This is to sein jjat* whejier lie or |!Oii

May with his hundred as I spak* of noAv

Sle his contrarie or oiif of* lystes dryiie

That* schal I 3iue Emelya to wyne 18G0

To whom jjat" fortune ^euejj so fair a grace

The lystes schal I maken in pis place

And god so wisly on my soule rewe

As I schal euen lugge ben and trewe 1864

^e schal non ojjer eende wi]? me maken

])at* on of* 30U schal ben deed or taken

And if* 30U ]}inke]) pis is v/el y-sayed

Sey 30ur avys and holdej) 30U appaied 1868

This is 30ur ende and 30ur conclusion

AYho lokej? lighty now but* Palamoii [leaf 27]

Who springe]? vp for ioye but* arcite

Who coupe telle or who coujje it endite 1872

The ioye jjat* is maked in pe place

Whan Theseus hajj don so fair a grace

But* doun on knees went* euery maner wight*

And ])onked him wi]j alt here hert* and might* 1876

And namely j^e Thebanes ofte sijje

And jjus wijj good hope and wi]? herte blijje

They take j?eir leue and homward gon j^ei ride

To Thebes with olde walles wyde 1880

[PAET III. No gaj} in tlie MS.]

I trowe men wold it* deme neclisjence

yf* I for3ete te tellen pQ dispense

Of* Theseus jjat* gop so busily

To maken vp p& lystes ryally 1884

That* such a noble theatre as it* was

I dar wel seyn in ]?e world Jjer nas

The circuite a Mile was aboute

Walled of* stoon and diched al wijjoute 1888

Eound was pQ schap in maner of* compas
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fful of* degrees ]?e lieiglite of^ sixty paas

Than wlian a man was sette on oo degre

He lettede nouglif his felawe for to see 1892

Estward Jjer stood a gate of* niarbel white

Westward right* south ano])er in opposite

And schortly to conclude such a place

Was non in erj^e as in so litel a space 1896

ffor in ])e lond fer nas no crafty man
That* Geometric or ars metrike can

JN'e purtreiour ne keruer of* ymages

That* Theseus ne gain him mete cmd wages 1900
The Teatre for to make and deuyse

And for to don his rite and sacriiise

he estward hath vpon pe gate aboue

In worschip of* Venus ]7e goddesse of* loue *

1904
Don make an auter and an oratorie

And of* pe westward in memorie [leaf 27, back]

Of* Mars he maked hath right* such anoj^er

That coste largely of* gold a foj?er 1908
And northward in a toret* on pe walle

Of* alabaustre whit* and reed coralle

An oratori riche for to see

In worschip of* Diane of* chastite 1912
hath Theseus don wrought^ in noble wise

But* 3it* hadde I forgetyn to deuyse

pe noble peyntyng* and pe purtraitures

The schap pe contienance and pe figures 1916
That* weren in pise oratories pre

fferst* in pe temple of* venus maist* pou se

Wrought* in pe walle ful pitous to biholde

The broken sleepes and pe sikes colde 1920
pe sacrede teeres and pe waymentyno^

The fyre strokes of-* pe desyring*

That* loues seruantz in ]jis lijf* enduren

The othes paf here couenantz ensuren 1924
Plesant* and hope desir fol-hardynesse
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Beaute and yoiijje bauderie Ii,icliesse

Charmes and force lesynges flaterie

Dispense bysynesse and lalonsie 1028

That* werede of^ yalow of* gooldes a garlond

And a cukkow sittyng^ on his bond

ffestes instrunientz karoles daiinces

lust^ and array and alt j^e circumstances 1932

Of* loue which paV rekned and rekene schal

By ordre were i^eynted on ]?e wal

And mo Ipaii I can make of* mencion

ifor sothly al ]?e mont* of* Citheron 1936

Ther venus haj? hir j^rincipal dwellyng*

Was schewed on pe wal in portreying<

AViJ? al Jje gardyn and Ipe lustynesse

Nat* was for^eten Jje j)orter ydelnesse 1940

ISTe ]SJ"arcisus ])e fnire of* yore agon

'Ne yet* j)e folic of* king* Salomon [leaf 28j

'Ne ^it* ]}e grete strengjie of* Hercnles

Thenchauntementz of* Medea and Circes 1944

'Ne of* Turnus Avij? Ipe hardy fiers corrage

The riche Crysns kaytif* in seruage /

Thus may 30 seen Jjat* wisdom ne richesse

Beante ne sleighte strengjie ne hardynesse / 1948

I^e may wijj venus liolde champartye

ffor as hire list* j^e world jjanne may sche gye

lo aft ]}ise folk* so kaught* were in here lace

Til pei for woo ful ofte seyde allase 1952

Sufifiseth here ensamj)les oon or tuo

And ]?ongh I coujje rekne a Jjousand mo

The statue of* venus glorious for to see

"Was inaked fleetyng^ in ]?e large see 1956

And fro J)e nauel doun al couered was

WiJ3 wawes greene and bright* as eny glas

O citole in hir right* bond hadde sche /

And on hire heed ful semely for to see 1960

A rose garlond freissch and wel smellynge
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Aboiie hir heed lier doufes- flykerynge

Biforn hire stoode hir sone Cupido

vpon his schiildernes wenges hadde he tiio 19Gi

And blynd he was as it^ is ofte seene
/

A bowe he bar and arwes bright^ and keene

Whi schiilde I nonghf as wel eelv' telle ]?e halle

The pnrtraiture ])at* was vpon pe walle
/ 1968

AYi])inne J?e temple of^ mighty mars ]je reede

Al peynted was pe wal in lengj^e and brede /

lik^ to pe eestres of* ])e grisly place

That* highte Ipe grete temple of* Mars in trace 1972

In jiilke colde frosty regioiin

Ther as Mars hajj his soue?'aigne mansio^m

ffirst* on f)e wal was peynted a foreste

In which Jier dwelled neyj^er man ne beste 197G

Wi|) knotty knarry bareyne trees olde

Of* Stubbes scharpe and hidoiis to biholde/ [leaf 28, back]

In which jjer ran a Eombel in a swough

And ])Oiight* a storm schulde bresten euery bough 1980

And dounward from an hull' vnder a bente

Ther stood J^e temple of* mars armypotente

AVrought* aft of* burned steel of* which Jjentre

Was long* and streyt* and gastly for to see 1984

And ])ev out* cam a rage and such a vese

That* it made aft J)e gates for to rese

The northerne light* in atte dores schone

ffor wyndowe on ])e waft ne was ])er none 1988

Thorugh which men mighte eny light* discerne

The dores waren aft of* Attliemant* eteme

ychenchede ouertwart* and endlong<

Wi]) Iren towgh and for to make it* strong^ 1992

Euery piler pe temple to sustene

Was tonne gret* of Iren bright* and scheene

Ther say I ferst* pe derlv* ymagynynge

Of* felonye and al ]>e compassynge 1996

The cruel Ire reed as eny glede
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The pykpurs and eeli:^ fe pale drcde

The smyler wijj ])e knyf vnder ]:e cloke

The schepene brennyng^ wi]j Jje bhike smoke 2000

The tresoun of j:e morthering* m ]?e bedde

The open werre y\d]j woundes alt bibledde

Contelv^ wij? bloody knyf^ and scharp manace

Al ful of' schrikyng^ was j^at' sory place 2004

The sleer of* hunself* yet* saugh I ])ere

His herte hath bajjed al his here

The nayl y-drj'uen in J>e schood on night*

The colde deth wij? mou]) gapende vpright 2008

Amyddes of* Ipe temple sat* meschance

With disconfort* and sory contenaiice

yet* saugh I woodnesse laughyng^ in his rage

Armed compleint / out* hees and feers outrage 2012

The karoigne in J5e busk* wij? j^rote y-korue

A ]}Ousand y-slayn and nought* of* qualme y-storue [leaf 20]

The Tiraunt* with his preye his force tiiraste /

The toun destroied j^er was nojjing* lafte 2016

yet* saugh I brent* ]?e schippes hoppestereres

The hunte strangled Avi]? pe wilde breeres /

The sowe freten ]?e child right^ in pe cradel

The Cook* I-scalded for al his longe ladel 2020

JSTought* was forgeten by Ipe infortune of* marte /

The carter ouer-Riden wi]) his carte

vnder ])e wheel ful lowe he lay a doun

Ther were also of* martis diuisiozm 2024

Tlie harbour and jje bocher and ]?e smith

That* forge) scharpe swerdes on his stith

And alt aboue depeynted in a toure

Saugh I conqueste in gret* honoure 2028

AVith pe scharpe swerd ouer his heed

Ilangynge by a subtyl twyned J?reed

Depeynted was ]?e slaughtre of* lulius

Of* grete Xero and of* Anthonius 2032

Al be ])at* ilke time Jjei were vnborn
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3ef was hire cletli depeynted ])er Liforn

By manasyng' of mars rights by figure

So was it^ schewed right in ]?at^ purtreiture 2038

As is depeyiited in ]?e sertres abone

Who schal be slain or elles deed for loue

Suffice]) oon ensaniple in stories olde

I may not' rekne hem alle jjough I wokle 2040

The statue of' mars vpon a carte stood

Armed and loked grym as he were wood

And ouer his heed Jjer schinej? tuo figures

Of* sterres jjaf ben closed in scriptures 2044

Thaf oon Puella j^at oper Eubeus

This god of' armes was arrayed |)us

A wolf* jjer stood biforn him at' his feete

Wi]) eighen reede and of' a man he eete 2048

Wij) subtilt penseft was dejDeynted ]}is storie
/

In redoutyng' of' mars and of his glorie [leaf 29, back]

Now to ])G temple of Diane pe chaste /

As schortly as I can I wol me haste 2052

To telle 30U aft ])e discripciown

Dejieynted ben J7e walles vp and down

Of huntyng^ and of schamefasf chastite

Ther saugh I how woful Calistope 2056

Whan ])af Diane agreued was with here

Was torned fro a womwzan til a bere / if Vrsa maior

And after was sche maad fie loode-sterre

jOus was sche peynted I can 30U seye no ferre 2060

Hire sone is eek' a sterre as men may se

Ther saugh I dane torned til a tree

I mene naf jje goddesse Diane

Buf Penneus doughter which j^af highte Dane 2064

IF Ther saugh I accheon an herte y-maked

ffor yengance ])af he saugh Diane al naked

I saugh how ])af his houndes haue him caug'it"/

and freten him for Jjaf pei knewe him naught 2068

yet ypeynted was a litel forj^ere more /
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how atthalance liounted j^e wilde bore

And Meliagre and many anoj^er mo

ffor which. Diane wrought^ him care and wo 2072

Ther saugh I many anojjer storie /

The which me list^ nat^ drawe to memorie
/

^ This goddesse on an hert^ ful wel hiegh seet^

Wi]} smale honndes att aboute hir feet 207

G

And vnder nej^e hire feet^ sche hadde a nioone

Wexynge it was and schulde Avanye soone

In gaiide greene hir statue clojjed was

"VVij? bowe in honde and arwes in a caas 2080

Hir eyhen caste sche ful lowe a doiin

Ther Pluto ha]? his derke regioun

A wo?^nnan trauaillynge was hire biforn

Bnt^ for hire childe so longe was vnborn 2084

ffal pitou[s]ly lucyna gan sche calle

And seyde helpe for Jjou mayst* best^ of alle [leafso]

Wel coujje he peynte lifly ]?at^ iV wrought^

"VVi]) many a floreyne he J)e hewas bough t^ 2088

Now ben ))ise listes maad an Theseus

That^ at* his grete cost^ arraied thus

The temples and ])e Theatres euorydel

"Whan if was don him liked wonder wel 2092

[[But stynte I wol of* Theseus alite

And speke of Palamon and of* arcite

The day approchej? and hir retornynge

That* eueriche scholde an hundred knightes bringe 2096

The bataille to darrayne as I 30U tolde

And til athenes hire couenant* for to holde

Ha}) euerych of* hem brought* an .C. knightes

Wel armed for ])e werre at* alle rightes 2100

And sikerly jjer trowed many a man

That* neuer sij}])en Jjat* jje world bigan

That* for to speke of* knighthode of* here hond

As ferre as god ha]? maked see or lond 2104

Kas of* so fewe so noble a companye
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ffor euery wigJlt^ jjat^ loued chiualrie

And wolde his ]?ankes liaue a passant* name

Ha]? preyed J?at* he mighte ben of* j^at* game 2108

A wel was him ]}at* ]jer to chosen was /

fFor if* ]3er fille to morwe such a caas

3e knowe wel ]jat* euery lusty knight*

That* louejj paramours and hajj his might* 2112

"Were it* in Ingelond or elles where

Thei wolde here ]?ankes wilnen to be ]?ere

To fighte for a lady benedicite

It* were a lusty sighte for to see 2116

And right* so ferden Ipej with Palamon

"With him j^er wente knightes many on

Som wol ben armed in an habergeon

And in a brest* plate and in a light* lepon 2120
And some wol haue a paire plates large

And som wil haue a pruce scheld or a targe [ieaf3o,backj

Som wol ben armed on his legges wel

and haue an axe and som a mace of* steel 2124

Ther nys no newe gyse }jat* it* nas olde

Armed were ]}ei as I haue 30U tolde

Euerich after his opynioun

Ther maystow see comyng* wip Palamon 2128
ligurge himself* f)e grete kin^ of* trace

P>lalv* was his herd and manly was his face

The cercles of* his yhen in his heede

Thei gloweden bitwixe yelow and rede 2132
And lik* a griffon loked he aboute

With kempe heres on his browes stoute

his lymes grete his braunes harde and strong^

his schuldernes brode his amies round and lon^ 2136
And as pe gyse was in his cuntre

fful heighe vpon a chaar of* gold stood he

Wi|» foure white boles in pe trays

In stede of* cote armour ouer his harnays 2140
"Wij? nayles yelowe and bright* as eny golde
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he hadde a berskynne coleblal^ for olde

his longe her was kembed byhynde his balv*

As eny rauenes fe]?er it^ schon for bhxk^ 2111

A vvrejje of* gokl arme gret* of* huge weighte

vpon his heed sette ful of* stones brighte

Of fyne Rubies and of* Diamantz

Aboute his chaar jjer wente wit* Alantz 2148

Tw^enty and mo as gret as eny steere

To hunten atte leon or ]?e deere

And folwed him with mosel fast* y-bounde

Coleres of* gold and torettes filed rounde 2152

An C. lordes hadde he in his route

Armed ful wel wiJ3 hertes sterne and stoute

IT With arcita in stories as men fynde

The grete Emetreus pe king* of* Inde 2156

vpon a steede bay trapped in steel

Couered in cloth of* gold diapred weel tieafsij

Com ridyng^ lyk* jje god of amies mars

His cote armure was of* clo]? of* Tars 2160

Couched with perles whit* and round and grete /

His sadel was of* brent gold newe I bete

A mantelet* vpon his schulderii hangynge

Bret* ful of* Rubyes reede as fyr sparclynge 216-1

His crispe her lik* rynges was I-ronne

And ]jat* was yelow and ghtering* as Ipe, sonno

His nose was highe his eyen bright* Cytryn

His lippes rounde his colour was sanguyn 2168

A fewe frakenes in his face y-spreynd

Betwixe yelow and somdel blalc* y-meynd

And as a leoii he his lokyng* caste

Of* fyue and twenty 3eer his age I caste 2172

His herd was wel begonne for to springe

His voys was as a trompe thunderinge

vpon his heed he Avered a laurer grene

A garland freissche and lusty for to seene 2176

vpon his hand he bar for his deduyt*
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An Egle tame as eny lilie wliit^

An C. lorcles liadde he with him jjere

Aft armed saue her heedes in al here gere 2180

iful richely in alle maner |?inges

ffor trustejj wel ])aV Dukes Erles kynges.

Were gadred in Jjis noble companye

ffor lone and for encrees of chiualrie 2184

aboute |)is king^ Ipev ran on euery part*

ffal many a tame leon and lepart

And in ]jis wise |?ise lordes aft and some

Ben on ]>& soneday to j^e Cite come 2188

Aboute prime and in ]je toun alighte

This Theseus ]?is Duk^ ]?is wor]?i knighte

Whan he hadde brought* hem in to his Cite

And Inned hem eue?'ich at* his degre / 2102

He festej) hem and do]? so gret* labour

To eesen hem and don hem aft honour [icafsi.back]

That* yet* men wenej? jjat* no mannes wit*

Of^ non estat* ne coujje amenden it / 2196

The menstralcye Ipe seruise atte feste

The grete 3iftes to Jje meste and leste

The riche array of* Theseus Paleys

Ne who sat* ferst* ne last* vpon ])e deys 2200

What* ladies fairest* ben or best* daunsynge

Or which of^ hem can best* daunsen or synge /

Ne who most* felynglik* spekep of* loue

What* haukes sitten on |)e perche aboue / 2204

What* houndes liggen on ])e flor adoun

Of aft ])is make I now no mencio^m

But* alle jjeffecte jjat* jjinkejj me J?e beste

Now come]) Tpe poynt* and herkne]) if* ^ou lest* 2208

^ The sonday night ar day bigan to springe

Whan Palamon ])e larke herde synge

Al ]?ough it / nere nought* day by houres tuo

3et* song* ]}Q larke and Palamon right* ])o 2212

Wi]) holy herte and with an heigh corage
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He ros to wenden on his pilgrimage

vnto J)e blisM Citliarea benigne

I mene Venus honorable and digne 2216

And in here hoiire he walkejj forj? a paas

vnto ]?e lystes j^er hire temple was

And doun he knelej? and wi]) humble chere

And herte sore he seyde as ^e sclial heere 2220

^ ffairest* of^ faire lady myn Venus

Douo-hter to loue and suouse to A^ulcanus

Thou giader of* ]?e niou^^t^ of Ciiheroii

ffor ]}ilke loue ]?ou haddest^ to adofi 2224

Haue pite of^ my bittre teeres smerte /

and tak^ myn humble preier at^ ])in herte

Alias I ne haue no langage to telle /

ThefFectes ne Jje torment of' niyn helle 2228

Myn herte may myn harmes nought^ bewreye

I am so confuse Ipaf I can not' seye [leafs-zj

I>uf mercy lady bright pat' knowesf wele

My |}oughf and seesf whaf harmes ])-dV I feele 2232

Considere al ]?is and rewe vjjon my soore

As Avisly as I schal for euermore

Emforth my myghf j^i trewe seruanf be

And liolden werre alwey wij? chastite 2236

That' I make myn avow so 36 me lielijo

I keepe noughf of' armes for to yelpe

'Ne I ne axe noughf to morwe to haue victorie

Ne renown in ))is caas ne veine glorie 2240

Of* pris of* amies blowen vp and doun

Buf I wolde haue fully possessioun

Of* emelye and dye in jji se/'uise

ffynde yow Jje maner how and in whaf Avise 2244

I recclie naf but if may bettre be

To haue victorie of hem or "pei of' me

So ]7af I may haue my lady in myTZ armes

ffor ])ough so be Jiaf mars is god of' armes 2248

youre vertue is so gref in heuen aboue
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That^ if* yow list* I sclial wel liaiie my lone

Thy temple wil I worschipe eiiermo

An on ])in auter wher I ride or go 2252

I wil don sacrifice and feeres beete

And if* 3e wol not^ so my lady sweete

Than pray I ]?e to morwe with a spere

])'df arcite me ])nrgh jje herte here 225

G

Than rekke I nat^ wlian I haiie lost" my lyf^

jjougli ])af arcite wynne liir to his wyf

This is jjeffect* and ende of* my preyere

yif me my loue ])oii blisful lady deere 22 GO

Whan ]?e orison was don of* Palamon

his sacrifise he dide and j^at* anon

fFul pitously wi]) alle circumstances

Al telle I not* as now his obseruances 226-1

But atte laste ])e Statue of* Venus schoolv*

And made a signe wherby ]?at* he took* [leaf 32, back]

That* his prayer accepted was f)at day

ffor jjough ])e signe schewed a delay 2268

3it* wist* he weel jjat* g?ramted was his boone

And with glad herte he went liim home ful soone

The Jjridde hour inequal Jjat* Palamon

Bigan to venus temple for to gon 2272

vp roos ]?8 Sonne and vp roos Emelye

And to ]?e temjjle of* Diane gan hje

Hir maydenes j^at* jjider with hir ladde

If111 redily with hem jje fyr ]?ey hadde 2276

Thencens }?e clojjes and pe remenant alt

That* to Jje sacrifice longen schatt

The homes fuft of methe as was pe gise

Ther lacked nat* to do hir sacrifise 2280

Smokyng* pe temple ful of* clo]?es faire

This Emelye with herte debonaire

Hire body [wessh] with pe water of* a welle

Bat* how sche dide hire rite I dar not* telle 228-4

But* it* be eny fjing* in general
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And 3it^ if were a game to here it^ al

To him that^ menej? wel it nere no charge

But^ it is good a man be af his Large 2288

hire hrighte heer was kempt^ vntressed al

A Corone of* a grene oke Serial

vpon hire heed set^ ful faire and mete

Tuo fyres on Ipe auter gan sche beete 2292

And dede hire jjinges as men may biholde

In Stace of^ Thebes and ]?ise bookes olde

Whan kyndled was pe fyr wij) pitous cheere

vnto Diane sche spak^ as ^e may heere 2296

chaste goddesse of^ ]>& woodes greene

To whom bo])e heiien and er]?e and see is scene

Queen of^ Jje regne of^ Pluto dirt and lowe

Goddesse of maydenes ])af myn herte hast^ knowe 2300

fful many a yeer and wost^ what^ I desire

As keepe me fro J^i vengance and ]?in Ire [leaf 33]

That^ attheon aboughte cruelly

Chaste goddesse w^el wost^ pou ]?at^ I 2304:

Desyre to ben a mayde all my lif

Xe neuer wol I be no loue ne wijf

1 am ]30U wost^ 3it' of^ ])j compaignie

A maiden and loue huntyng^ and venerie 2308

And for to walken in the woodes wilde

And noughf to ben a wijf^ and be wijj childe

Nought^ wol I knowe compaignie of man

Now helpe me lady si]?])e 36 may and can 2312

ffor ])G ]>ve formes J?at* J^ou hast^ in the

And Palamon ])aV ha]) swich loue to me

And eelv* arcite ]?at^ louej? me so sore

This grace I preye 30W wij^oute more 2316

And sende loue and pees bitwixe hem tuo

And fro me torne awey here hertes so

That* all here hoote loue and here desire

And all here besy tormenf and here fire 2320

Be queynt^ or torned in anofier place
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And if* so be jjou wolt* not^ do me g?'«ce

Or if* my destyne be scbape so

That I schal needes haiie oon of* hem tiio 2324

As sende me him that* most* desireth me

Biholde goddesse of* clene chastite

The bittre teeres j^at* on my cheekes fcille

Syn ])ou art* maiden and \epere of vs alle 2328

My maydenhode Jjou kepe and wel conserue

And whil I lyne a maide I wol 3011 senie

If The fires brennen vj)o Ipe auter cleer

Whil Emelye was ]?iis in hire preyer 2332

But* sodeinly sche sangh a sighte qiieynte

fFor right* anon on of"* J)e fyres qiieynte

And quiked agayn and after )jat* anon

That* oj^er fyr was queint and al a-gon 2336

And as it* queinte it* made a whistlinge

As don ]jese wete brondes in here brennynge / [leaf 33, back]

And at* Jje brondes ende out* ran anon

As it were bloody dropes many on 2340

ffor which so sore a-gast was Emelye

That* sche was ful ny mad and gan to crie

ifor sche ne wiste what* it signefied

But* oonly for J^e feer ]jus haj) sche cried 2344

And weepe ])at* it was pite for to heere

And Jjer with al Diane gan appeere

With bowe in hand right* as an hunteresse

And seyde doughter stynt* ])in lieuynesse 2348

Among* jje goddes heigh it is affermed

And by eterne word writen and confermed

Thou schalt* be wedded vnto oon of
J70

fat* han for Jje So mochel care and wo 2352

And vnto which of* hem I may not* telle

ffar-wel for I ne may no lenger dwelle

The fyres which jjat* on myn auter brenne

Schul Jje declare ar J^at* ^e gon henne / 2356

Thin auenture of"* loue as in ]}is caas
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And wi]) jiaV word jje arwes in J^e caas

Of pe goddesse clateren faste and rynge

And forj) sche wente and made a vanysscliynge 2360

ffor which Jjis Emelye astoned was

And seide what^ amonte]? ])is alias

I putte me in Jii p?'oteccion

Diane and in ]>i disposiciofi 2364

And home sche go]? anon ]?e nexte weye

This is )?effecte J^er nys namore to seye

The nexte hour of* mars folwynge pis

Arcite vnto pe temple walked is 2368

Of* fiers mars to don his sacrifise

Wijj aft ])e rites of* his payen wise

Wij? pitous hert* and heigh deuocion

Eight* pns to mars he seide his orison 2372

O stronge god ])at* in pe regnes colde /

Of trace honoured art* and lord y-holde [leafsij

And hast* in euery regne and euery londe

Of* armes al Jje bridel in ]?in honde, 2376

And hem fortunest* as pe lest* deuyse

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise /

If* so he Jjat* my youthe may deserue

And pat* I mighte he worthy for to serue 2380

Thy godhede jjat* I may hen oon of* pine

Than pray I pe to rewe vpon my p}Tie

ffor pilke pyne and pilke hoote fyre

In which pou whilom brendest* for desire 2384

Whan pat* pou vsedest* pi heaute

Of* faire 3onge freissche Venus free /

And haddest* hire in armes at* pi wille

Al pough pe oones on a tjone mysfille /
2388

Whan Walcanus hadde caught* pe in his laas

And fond pe ligging* by his wijf alias

ffor pilke sorwe pat* was in pin herte

Haue roupe as wel vpon my peynes smerte 2392

I am yong* and vnconnyng* as pou wost*
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And as I trowe with loue ofFended iiioost

That* euer was ony lyues creature

fFor sche J^at* doth me aft J)is woo endure 2396

j^e recche]? neuer wher I synke or fleete

And wel I woot^ ar sche nie mercy heete

I moot* wi]j streng])e wynne hire in pe place

And wel I woot* wijjoute helpe or grace 2400

Of* )je ne may my strengjje nought* auaile

Than helpe me lord to morwe in my bataille

fFor ])ilke fyi ]?at* whilom hrente jje

As wel as J^ilke fir now brennejj me 2404:

And do Jiaf I to morwe haue victorie

Myn be pe trauaile and ])in be jji glorie /

Thy souerein temple wil I most* honouren

Of* eny place and alwey most* labouren 2408

In J?i plesance and in Jji craftes stronge

And in J)i temple I wil my baner lionge, [leaf 34, back]

And aft )?e armes of* my companye

And eu<^?-emo vnto til jjat* day I dye 2412

Eterne fire I wol byfore ])e fynde

And eek* to J)is avow I wil me bynde

My herd myn here ]?at* loiigoj? longe a doun)

That* neuer ^et* ne felte offensio^ni 2416

Of* rasour nor of* schere I wil Jje yiue

And ben ])i trewe seruant* whil I Hue

I^ow lord haue rou])e vpon my sorwes sore

If* me ]}e victorie I axe jje namore 2420

II The preyer stynte of* Arcita pe stronge

The rynges on the temple dore ]jat* honge

And eek* Jje dores clateren ful faste,

Of* which arcita somwhaf him agaste 2424

])e fyres brenden vp ]?e auter bright*

That* it* gan al ])e temi)le for to light*

And sweete smel the ground anon vp yaf*

And arcita anon his hand vp haf"* 2428

And more encense in to pe lir he caste
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With ojjre rites moo and atte laste

The statute of^ mars bigan his hauberk* rynge

And with jje soun he herd a mormoringe • 2432

ffid lowe and dym jjat* seyde Jjis victorie

ffor which he ^af^ to mars honour and glorie

And ]3us with ioye and hope wel to fare

Arcite anon vnto his Inne is fare 2436

As fayn as foul is of* ])e brighte sonne

And right* anon such strif* is bygonne

ffor ])ilke grauntyng* in pe heuen aboue

Bitwixe venus ]je goddesse of^ loue 2440

And Mars ]je sterne god armipotent

That* lubiter was besy it to stent/

Til ])at* Jie pale Saturnus pe colde

That* knewe so many of* auentures olde 2444

ffond in his olde expe?ience an arte

That* he ful sone haj? plesed euery parte
/

[leaf 35]

A so]) is seyde elde ha]) gret^ auantage

In eelde is bo]3e wisdom and vsage /
2448

jMen may \q olde at* renne and nought* a-trede

Saturne anoon to stynte strif* and drede

Al be it ])at^ it* is agayn his kinde

Of* aft ])is strif* he gan remedye fynde 2452

My deere doughter Yenus qwod Saturne

My cours ])at* ha]) so wide for to turne

Ha}) more power ]?an wot* any man

Myn is ])e drynclyng* in })e see so wan 2456

Myn is ])e prison in ])e derke cote

IMyn is ])e strangle and hangyng^ by Jie ])rote

The murmure and })e cherles rebellinge

The gronyng^ and ])e priue emp?7'sonynge 24G0

I do vengeance and plein correccion

Wil I dwelle in ])e signe of* ])e leoil

Myn is pe ruine of* ])e hihe halles

The fallyng* of* ])e toures and of* ])e walles 2464

vpon Jie mynour and ])e Carpenter
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I slougli Sampson scliakynge j^e piler

And myne ben jje maladies colde

])G derke tresons, and ])q castes olde 2168

my lokyng^ is J)e fader of* pestilence

!N"ow weep namore I sclial don diligence

That* Palamon j^at* is |)in owne knight^

Sclial haue his lady as |?on him bihight* 2472

Though mars schal helpe his kniglit* 3et* nafieles

Betwixe 30W ]jer moot* be som tyme pees

Alt' be 3e nought* bojje of* 00 complexion

That* causej? alday swich diuision 247G

I am jjin ayell redy at* ])i wille

"Weepe now namore I wil ])i lust* fultille

5r l!^ow wol I stente of* jje goddes aboue

Of* mars and of* venus goddesses of^ loue 2480

And telle yow as pleinly as I can

The grete effect* for which J)at I bygan [leaf 35, back]

[PART IV. No gap in the MS.]

Gret* was ])e feste in Athenes Jjat* day

And eek* Jjat* lusty sesoun of* jjat* may 2484

Made euery knight* to ben in such plesance

That* al ))at* monday ioustne ])ei and daunce

And spend in heigh venus seruise

But* by \)Q cause jjat* )?ai scholde rise 2488

Erly for to seen ])e grete fight

vnto here reste wente ])ei at night*

And on the morwe whan }jat day gan springe,

Of* hors and barneys noyse and clateringe 2492

Ther was in hostelleries al aboute

And to ]}e paleys rood j?er many a route

Of* lordes vpon steedes and palfreys

Ther maystow seen diuisyng* of* barneys 2496

So vncouth and so riche wrought* so wel

Of* goldsmythrie of"* broudyng* and of* steel
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pe sclieelde briglit^ testeres and trappures

Gold hewen helmes hauberkes cote arniures 2500

lordes in paramentz on here courseres

Kniglites of Retenu and eek^ squieres

iN'ayling* pe speres and helmes boclyng^

Gydyng* of* scheldes wijj layners lasyng^ 2504

There as neede is j)ei were nojjing* ydel

The fomy steedes on ]?e goldene bridel

Gnawen and faste ))e armureres also /

WiJ? file and hamer priking* to and fro / 2508

yomen on foote and comunes many oon

Wi]} schorte staues ]?ikke as ])ej may gon

Pypes trompes nakers Clariou?zs

That* in pe bataille blowe bloody sownes 2512

The paleys ful of poeples vp and doun

Here J?re ]?ere ten holdyng* here qnestio?ai

Dyuynyng** of* jjise Thebane knightes tuo

Som seide jjus som seide it schal be so 2516

Som holden with him with ^e blake berde

Som wi]? Ipe balled som with ])& ])ikke herde [leafsc]

Som seide he loked grym and he wold iighte

He ha]? a Sparth of* xx. pound of* liighte 2520

Thus was Ipe halle ful of* diuinyng^

longe after ])at* ])e sonne gan to spring^

The grete Theseus ]?at* of his sleep awaked.

Wi]5 menstralcye and noyse J)at* was maked. 2524

Heeld 3et* ]?e chambres of* his paleys riche

Til ])at* ])e Thebane knightes bo]?en I-liche

Honorably Averen in to pe paleys fette

Duel Theseus is at* j?e wyndow sette 2528

Arraied right* as he were god in trone

The poej)el presed j^iderward fulsone /

Him for to seen and don heigh reuerence /

And eek* to herkne his heste and his sentence 2532

An herald on a scaffold made an hoo

Til al ]?e noise of* ])e poepul was I-doo
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And whan he say Ipe pepul of noyse al stille

Thus schewed he ])g mighty dukes wille 2536

The lord hath of^ his heigh discrecioii

Considered ])at^ it^ were destruccion

To gentil blood to lighten in Ipis gise

Of mortel bataille now in j?is emprise 2540

Wher fore to schapen ])a.V Ipei sclial not^ deye

He wol his ferste purpos modifye

No man j^erfore vpon peyne of^ his lyf<

No maner schot* ne pollax ne schort^ knyf^ 2544

In to ])Q lystes sende or ])ider brynge

Ne schort^ swerd for to stoke with poynt^ bytynge

No man ne drawe ne here it by his syde

No man schal to his felawe ride 2548

Euf 00 cours with a scliarp y-grounde spere

ffoyne if* him list^ on foote himself to were /

And he IpaV is at^ meschief schal be take

And nought^ slain but^ be brought^ vnto ])e stake 2552

That' schal ben ordeyned on eyj^er syde /

But* ])ider he schal be force and ]?er abyde /
[leaf se, back]

And if* so falle pe cheuentein be take /

On eyther syde or elles sleen his make 2556

No lenger ne schal ])e torneyenge laste

God speede 30U go forth and lay on faste /

"VYi]} longe swerdes and 30UI'' maces figlite]? ^oui"' fille

Go now your wey Jiis is ]?e lordes wille 25 GO

The vo3^s of* ]?e poejDle touchede heuene

So lowde criede jjei with merie steuene

God saf* SAvich a lord paV is so good

He wilne]j no distruct/on of* blood 2564

Vp go]) pe trompes and ]?e melodye

And to jje listes ritte the compaignye

By ordinance porugh out* pe cite large

Hanged wi]} clop of* gold and nought with Sarge / 2568

fful lik* a lord this noble duk* gan ryde

These tuo Thebanes vpon eypev syde
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And after roode j^e queene and Emelye /

And after ))at* another compaignye /
2572

Of^ on and ojjer after here degre

And jjus Ipej passen ]}urgh out^ Ipe Citee

And to ]?e lystes come fey be tyme

It* nas nat* of^ ]?e day 3et^ fullich prane 2576

"WTian sette was Theseus ful riche and hye

ypolita ])e queen and Emelye

And o]?er ladyes in degree aboute

vnto ])e seetes prese]? al fe route 2580

And westward ))urgh Ipe gates vnder marte

Arcite and eek' ]pe hundred of^ his parte

Wilp baner reed is entred right^ anon

And in Jiat* selue moment^ Palamon 2584

Is vnder venus Estward in ])e place

Wi]) baner whit* and hardy chere and face

In al jje world to seken vp and doun

So euene wijjoute variaciozai 2588

Ther nere swiche companyes tweye

fior pev was non so wys J)at* coujje seie [leaf 37]

Thaf eny hadde of oj^er auantage

Of* worjjinesse ne of* astaat* ne age 2592

So euene were yei chose for to gesse

And in to Rynges faire )5ei hem dresse

Whan ]?af here names rad were eue/ychon

That* in here nombre gyle were )?er non 25 9G

Tho were ])e gates schette and cryed was lowde

Do now 30ur deuoir yonge knightes proude

IT The heraudes lefte here prikyng* vp and doun

Now rynge]) trompes lowde and clarioun 2GOO

Ther is namore to sein West* and Est*

In go]j J)e speres ful sadly in arest

In go}) the scharpe spore in to Jje syde

])er seen men who can lustne and who can ryde 2604

Ther schyueren schaftes vpon scheeldes jjikke

He feele]) jjorugh j^e herte spoon ])e prikke
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vp springe]} speres twenty foot^ on lieiglite

Out^ gon ])G sweerdes as pe seiner briglite 2608

The helmes J?er to hewen and to schrede

Out brest^ jjc blood with sterne streemes reede

AYith mighty maces ]je bones Jjei tobreste

he ]}urgh pe ]?ikkest^ on pe )jrong^ gan jjreste 2612

Ther stomblen steedes stronge and doun gon alle

he rollejj vnder foot^ as do]? a balle

he foynej) on his foot* with his tronchoz^n

And he him hurtej) with his hors a doun 2616

he ]jurgh ]je body is hurt* and si]?]3en take

Maugre his heed and brought^ vnto ]pe stake

As forward was right* ]jer he moste abyde

Ano])er is ladde on ]7at opev syde 2620

And som tyme do]) hem Theseus to reste

hem to refreissche and drjaiken if hem leste

fful ofte a-day han ])ise Thebanes two

Togydre ymett* and wrought* his felawe wo 2624

vnhorsed haj? ech o'pGT of* hem tweye

Ther nas no Tygre in vale of* Galgopheie [leafs?, back]

Whan ]?at* hire whelp is stole whan it is lite

So cruel on Ipe hunte as is Arcite 2628

fFor lalouse herte vpon ])is Palamon

Ne in belmaryn ])er nys so fel leoii

That* hunted is or for his huncjer wood

Ne of* his prey desire]) so ])e blood 2632

Of* Palamon to sle his foo arcite

The lalous strokes on here helmes byte

Out* renneth blood on bo])e here sydes reed

Som tyme an ende ])er is of* euery deed 2636

ffor or ])e sonne vnto ])e reste wente

The stronge king* Emetreus gan hente

This Palamon as he faught* with arcite

And made his sweerd deepe in fleissh byte 2640

And by pe force of* twenty is he take

vn-yolden and drawen to ])e stake
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And in jje rescous of^ pis Palamoz/n

The stronge kniglit^ ligurge is born a doun 2644

And king< Emetreiis for all his streng]?e

Is born out^ of* his sadell a swerdes lengthe

So hitte him Palanion or he were take

But* al for nought* he was brought* to ]?e stake 2648

his hardy herte might* him helpe naught*

he moste abide whan ])at* he was caught*

By force and eek* by composicion

Who sorwe]? now but* woiul Palamoii 2652

)pat^ moot* noniore gon a^en to fighte

And whan j^at* Theseus hadde seen J? is sighte

he cried ho namore for it is doil

Xe non schal lenger to his felaw gon 2656

I wil be trewe lugge and not* partie
/

Arcite of* Thebes schal haue Emelye

That* by his fortune ha]? hir faire y-wonne

Anon Jier is a noyse of* jDoepel bygonne 2660

ffor ioye of* jjis so loude and heigh wijj alle
/

It* semed ])at* j^e lystes scholde falle [leafssj

H What* can now faire venus don aboue

What* sei]) sche now what* do]? Ipis queen of* loue 2664

But* weepejj so for wantyng* of* hir wille

Til ]?at* hire teeres in j^e lystes fille
/

Sche seyde I am aschamed douteles

Saturnus seyde doughter hold ])i pees 2668

IVIars ha]? his wille his knight* hath aft his boone

And by m}Ti heed ])ou schalt* ben eesed soone

The trompoures wi]? ]3e lowde menstralcye

The heraudes paV ful lowde yelle and crye/ 2672

Ben in here wele for ioye of* daun Arcite

But* herkne]) me and stynte]? noyse alite/

Which a miracle per bifel anon

This hers Arcite ha]) of* his helm y-doon 2676

And on a courser for to schewe his face

He prike]) endelong* pe large place

CORPUS 76



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 77

lokyng^ vpward vpoii ]?is Emelye

And sche again him caste a frendlich yhe 2680

ifor wo??imen as to speken in comiine

Thei folwen att pe fauour of fortune/

And was al his chier as in his herde/

Out'.of' pe ground a fir Infernal sterte/ 2684

ffrom phito sent* atte request* of* Saturne/

ffor which his hors for feere gan to turne/

And leep a syde and foundred as he leep

And ar paf arcite may taken keep 2688

he plight* him on pe j)omel of* liis heede

That* in pe place he lay as he were deedc

His brest* to-brosten with his sadel bowe

As blak* he lay as any cole or crowe 2692

So was pe blood y-ronne in his face

Anon he was born out* of* pe place

Wip herte soor to Theseus paleys

Tho was he coruen out* of* his harneys 2696

And in a bed I-brought* ful fair and blyuo

ffor he was yet* in memorie and a lyue / [leaf ss, back]

And alwey cryeng* after Emelye

Duc< Theseus with aft his companye/ 2700

Is comen hom to Athenes his Citee

With alle blisse and gret* solempnete

Al be it* ]}at* pis auenture Avas falle

he nolde not* disconforten hem alle . 2704

Men seyde eelv* J^at* arcite schal not* dye

he schal ben lieled of^ his maladye

And of* ano]?er j^ing^ J)ei were as fayn

That* of* hem alle was pev non y-slayn 2708

Alle were pei sore hurt* and namely oou)

That* with a spere was ])erled his brest* boon

To ojjer woundes and to broken amies

Some hadden salue atid some hadden charmes 2712

ffermacies of* herbes and eelv* saue

Thei dronke for ])ei wolde here lyues haue
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ffor which jjis noble Dlic< as he wel can

Confortejj and honourej? eueiy man 271G

And make]) reiiel al ])e lange nighf

vnto pe straunge lordes as it* was right'

Ne ]?er Avas holden no disconfytyng*

But* as a lustnes or a torneying^ 2720

ffor sojjly ]jer was no disconfiture

ffor fallyng* nys but* an aiienture

ISG to be ladde by force to _f>e stake

vnyolden and with twenty knightes take 2724

A persone alone wijjonten mo

And haried for]) by arme foot* and too

And eek* his steede driuen for]> wi]? staues

Wi]) foot* men bo])e yomen and knanes 2728

It* was arretted him no vilanye

Ther may no man clepe it* Cowardie

ffor which anon Duk* Theseus leet* crie

To stynte alle rancour and enuye 2732

The gree as wel of* oo syde as of* ojier

And ei])er side ylilc* as o'pev bro])er [leaf 39]

And yaf* hem 3iftes after here degre

and fully heeld he feste dayes ])re 2736

And conueyed ])e kynges wor])ily

Out* of* his toun a iorney largely

And hom went* euery man jie righte way

Ther was namore but* far wel and haue good day 2740

Of* ])i3 bataille I wol no more endite

But* speke of* Palamon and [of] arcite

^ Swelle]) Ipe brest* of Arcite and ])e sore

EncreceJ) at* his herte more and more 2744

The clo])-red blood for eny lechecraft*

Corupte]) and is in his bouk* I-laft*

Thaf* ney])er veyne blood ne ventusynge

Ne drynk* of herbes may ben his helpynge 2748

The vertue expulsif* or animal

ffro jjilke vertu cleped natural
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"Ne may jje venym voide ne expelle/

The pipes of* his longes gan to swelle 2752

And euery lacerte in his bresf adoun

Is schent^ with venym. and corrupcioz/n

Him gaynej? neyjjer for to gete his lijf^

vomyt' vpward ne dounward laxatif^ 2756

Al is to-hrusten Jjilke region

Nature ha]j no dominacioii

And certeynly ])er nature wil not^ werche

fFare wel phisilv^ go here Jje man to cherche / 2760

This al and som Ipai^ arcita mot^ dye

ffor which he sendeth after Emelye

And Palamon jjat^ was his cousyn deere

Than seyde he jjus as ^e schal after heere 2764

IT Naf may ]?e woful spirit^ in myn herte

Declare a poynt* of alle my sorwes smerte

To you my lady j^at* I loue moost^

But^ I biquejie Jje seruice of my gost^ 2768

To yow abouen euery creature /

Syn |)at my lijf may no lenger dure [leaf so, back]

Alias ])Q woo alias jje peynes stronge /

That^ I for 30U haue suffred and so longe
/ 2772

Alias f)e deth alias myn Emelye

Alias departyng^ of oure companye

Alias myn hertes queene alias my lyf

Myn hertes lady endere of my lif 2776

What is J)is world what^ axed men to haue

Now with with his loue now in his colde g7'«ue

Allone wi])Outen eny companye

ffar-wel my sweete foo myn Emelye 2780

And softe take me in ^oure amies tweye

ffor loue of god and herkne]) what* I seye

^ I haue here with my cosyn Palamon

Hadde atrif and rancour many a day agon 2784

ffor loue of yow and for my lalousye

And luppitcr so wis my soule gye
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To speken of^ a semant* propurly

With, circumstances alle trewely 2788

That^ is to sein troujje honour and knighthede

Wisdom humblesse estat' and heigh kynrede

fFredom and al ])SiV longe]) to ]7at^ art<

So luppiter haue of my soule parte 2792

As in ])is worlde right^ now knowe I non

So wor])i to be loued as Palamon

That^ serue]) yow and wil don alt his lijf

And if ))af euere 30 schal be a wijf 2796

fforyete nat' Palamon the gentilman

And with ])af word his speche faile gan

ffor from his feet^ vnto his brest^ was come

The colde of deji ])aV hadde him ouercome /
2800

And yet* more ouer for in his amies tuo

The vital strengjje is lost^ and all ago

Oonly j^e intellecte wi]?oute more

That* dwelled in his herte silv* and sore / 2804

Gan faillen whan j^e herte felte de]j

Busked his yhen tuo and failed brej) [ieaf40]

But* on his lady 3et cast* he his yhe

His laste word was mercy Emelye 2808

his spirit* changed hous and wente ]?ere

As I cam neuer I can nought* telle where

Therfore I stynte I am no dyuinistre

Of* soules fynde I nat* in J)at* registre 2812

Ne me ne list* ])ilke opinions to telle

Of* hem Jjough pat* Ipej writen wher ])ei duelle

Arcite is cold ]?at* mars his soule gye

;N'ow wol I speke forth of* Emelye 281

G

Schrighte Emelye and houle]? Palamoii)

And Theseus his suster tool^:* anoon)

Swounyng* and bar hire fro jje cors aAvay

What* helpej) it* to tarien for)? ]?e day 2820

To tellen how sche weepe bofie eue and morwe

ffor in such caas wo?nmen haue such sorwe
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Whan Jiat^ here housbondes ben fro hem a-go

That' for ]je more part' Jjei sorwen so 2824

Or elles fallen in swich a malaclye

Thaf atte laste certeinly ]?ey dye

Infinite ben pe sorwes and jje teeres

Of' olde foll^ And folk* of* tendre 3eeres 2828

In att pe toiin for dej) of Ipis Teban

ffor him fer weepep bojje child and man

So gref weepynge was ])er non certayn

Whan Ector was broughf al fressh y-slayn 2832

To Troye alias the pite jjaf was jjere

Cracching' of' cheekes rendyng' eek' of' here

Wlii woldestow ben deed ])is wo??imen crye

And haddesf gold ynoiigh and Emelye 2836

^0 man mighte gladen Theseus

Sauyng* his olde fader Egeus

Thaf knew jjis worldes transmutaciozm

As he hadde seyn if vp and doun 2840

loye after woo . and woo after gladnesse

And scheweth hem ensample and liknesse [leaf lo, back]

Eighf as Jier dede neiier man qiiod he

Thaf he ne lyued in erjje in som degree / 2844

Righf so ]}er lyuede neuere man he seyde

In al Jiis world jjaf som tyme he ne deyde

This world is nof biif a ]?urghfare ful of* wo

And we ben pilgrimes passyng' to and fro 2848

De]? is an ende of' euery worldly sore

And oner al ]jis 3ef seide he mochel more

To ]?is effecf ful wisly to enhorte

The poeple . j^af Ipei schulde him reconforte 2852

Duc^ Theseus with alt his busy cure

Casf now wher fiaf Jje Sepulture

Of good arcite may besf y-maked be

And eelv' mosf honorable in his degre 285

G

And af j^e lasf he took conclusion

Thaf jjer as fersf arcite and Palamon
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hadde for lone jje bataille liem bitweene

That^ in pe selue groue swete and greene 2860

Ther as he liadde his amorons desires

Ins compleynf and for lone his hoote fyres

he wolde make a fyr in which j^e office

ffuneral he mighte hem alt complice 2864

heleet* anon comande to hakke and hewe

The ookes olde and leyen hem on a rewe

In cnlpons wel arrayed for to brenne

his officers with swifte foot* ]>ej renne 2868

And Kide anon af his comandement

And after fis Thesens ha]? y-sent

After a heere and it* al ouerspradde

Wi]) clo]) of* gold Jje richest* ])at he hadde 2872

And of* J3e same snyte he cladde arcite

Ypon his hondes his gloues white

, Ek* on his heed a cronne of* lanrer greene

And in his hond a swerd [fnl] bright* and keene 2876

he leyde liim bare Jje visage on IpQ beere

Ther with he weep that* pite was to heere [ieaf4i]

And for ]>e pepiil scholde seen him alle

Wlian it* was day he brought"* him in to ])e halle 2880

That* rorejj of* pe crye and ]?e sonn

^ Tho com j)is woful Theban Palamon

With flotery herd and ruggy asschy heeres

In elopes blak* y-dropped al with teeres 2884

And passyng* o]?er of* weepyng* Emelye

The reufullest* of aft j^is companye

In as moche as Ipe seruice scholde bee

The more noble and riche in his degree 2888

Duel Thesens leet* for[]3] Jjre steedes bringe

That* trapped were in steel al gliterynge

And conered with pe armes of* dann arcite

vpon pese steedes greete and white 2892

Ther seten foUv* of* which on bar his scheeld

Ano]?er his spere vpon his hondes heelde
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The ))ridde bar with him his bovve turkej^'S

Of* brents gold was f)e caas and eek* ])e barneys 2896

And ryden for]) a paas with sorwful cheere

Toward ])e groiie as 30 schul after heere

The noblest^ of* |)e Greekes ]?at^ 'pev were

vpon here schuldres carieden ]je beere 2900

With slake paas and eighen reede and wete

))iirghont^ ]7e Cite by J)e maistre streete /

That^ sprad was al with blal^ and wonder highe

Eight^ off jje same is j^e same is IpQ street y-wrye 2904:

YpoYL Ipe rights bond went^ olde Egeus

And on J)at other syde dulv^ Theseus

With vessels in here hand of-* gold ful f3'ne

As ful of' hon}^ nielk* and blood and wyne 2908

Ek Palaman with ful gret companye

And after jiaV com Avoful Emelye

With fire in honde as was jjat tyme J?e gyse

To do pofiice of* funeral seruise 2912

Heigh labour and ful gret apparaillyng^

Was atte seruise and ]?e fir niakyng^ [leaf 4i, back]

That^ Avij) his greene top jje heuene raughte

And twenty fadme of brede pe armes strauglite
/ 29 IG

This is to sein Jie bowes Avere so brode

Of' stree firsf j^er was leyd many a loode

But* how ])e fir was maked vp on heighte

ISTe eeb pe names how ]je trees highte 2920

As 0\^ . fir . birch . asp . Alder . holm . popeler

Willow . Elm . plane . Assh . box . chesteyn lynde laurer

.

Mapel . ])orn . beech . hasift . ew . whijiiltre

how jjey were felde schal nof be told for me 2921

ISTe how ]je goddes ronnen vp and doun

Disherited of here habitacio?oi

In which ]jei woneden in reste and pees

I^ymphes ffawnes and amadries / 2928

Ne how Jje beestes and pe briddes alle

ffledden for feered whan Ipe woode was falle /
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ISTe liow fe ground agasf was of* Ipe light*

That* was not* wont* to see ))e sonne bright* 2932

ISTe how Ipe fyr was couched first* with stree /

And Jeanne with drye stockes clouen a pre

And Jeanne with greene woode and spicerie

And jjanne with cloth of* gold and wi]? Venja 2936

And garlandes hangyng* with ful many a flour

The mirre pencens with al so sweete odour

'Nq how arcite lay among* al pis

Ke what* richesse aboute his body is 294:0

ISTe how ]3at* Emelye as was ]?e gyse

Putte in |)e fyre of* funeral seruise /

ISTe how sche swounede whan maad was J?e fire

j^e what* sche spak* ne what* was hire desire 2944

JSTe what* luwels men in pe fyre cast*

AVhan jjat* ])e fyr was greet* and brende fast'

Ne how som cast* hir scheeld and som hire spere

And of* here vestimentz whiclie ]?at* j^ey were 2948

And coppes fuft of* melk* and wyn and blood

Into Ipe fyr J?at* brente as it* were wood [leaf 42]

'Ne how Ipe Grekes with an huge route

Thries ryden al J)e fir aboute 2952

vpon ])e left* bond mth a bowe schotynge

And juries with here speres claterynge

And Juries how ]?e ladyes gon to crye

ISTe how Tpaf lad was homward Emelye 2956

ISTe hoAV arcite is brent* to aisshes colde

Xe how ))at* liche-wake was y-holde

Al J)ilke nyght* ne how Jie greekes play

The wake-pleyes ne kepe I nought* to say 29 GO

Who wrastelejj best* naked with oyle anoynf

Xe who J)at* bar him best* in no disioynt*

I wol not* tellen alle how ]pej goon

horn til athenes whan Ipe play was don 2964

"But* schortly to ]?e poynt* Jian wol I wende

And maken of* my longe tale an ende
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ir By proces and of lengthe of certejTi ^eeres

Al stynt^ is ]?e niournyng< and pe teeres 2968
Of grekes by on general assent^

Than semede jjer was a p«/-lement

At^ attlienes vpon a certein point and caas

Among^ pQ wliiclie poyntes y-spoken was 2972
To haue with certain contrees alliance

And haue fully of Thebane obeissance

ffor which ])[s noble Theseus anon

leet^ seende after gentil Palamon 297G
vnwist^ of him what< was jje cause and wliy

But* in his blake clojjes sorwfully

he com at* his comandement* in hye

Tho sente Theseus for Emelj^e 2980
Whan pey were sette and huysf was in pe place

/
An Theseus abyden haj? a space

Or eny word com fro his wise breste

his ey3en sette he jjer as was his leste
/ 2984

And with a sad visage he siked stille /

And after jjat* right* ]}us he seyde his wille [leaf 12, back]

The ferste maner of pe cause aboue

Whan he ferst* maade pQ faire chcine of loue 2988
Gret* was jjeflfecf and heigh was his entente

Wei wist* he why and what* j^er of he mente
ffor with )3at* faire cheyne of loue he bonde
The fyr

.
j^e aier . the water and pe londo 2992

In certeyn boundes ))at* pei may not* flee /
Thaf same prince and ]jat* same mouer q^/iod lie

hap stablissed in jjis wrecchede world a-doun

Certeine dales and doviiiiacioim 2996
To ait jjat* hep engendred in J?is place

Ouer jje whiche day pay may not* pace

AUe mowe pey yet* ]jo dayes abregge

Ther needej? nought* non aiictorite to legge 3000
ffor it is proeued by experience

But* ])af me list* to declaren my sentence
/
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Than may men wel by J?is ordre discerne

That' jjilke moiiere stable is and eterne 3004

Wel may men knowe but^ it' be a foole

That' euery i^artie darreyned from his hoole

Ifor nature ha]? naf taken his byg}ainyng'

Of' no partye nor of-* cantel of* a J^ing*

Biif of' a j^ing' jjaf pa?'fyf is and stable

Descendyng' so til if be corumpable

And Jjerfore for his wise purueance

he haj) so wel bysef his ordinance 3012

Thaf specie of Jiinges and progressions

SchuUen endure by successions

And noughf eterne mjjouten any lye

This maystow vnderstonden and seen af yhe 3016

Loo IpG Ok* IpaV ha)) so long' a norshing'

ffro jje tyme J^af if firsf bygynnej? to spring'

And hath so long' a lijf' as ^e may see

Yet atte laste wasted is Jje tree /
3020

Considerej) eet how ]?af ])& harde ston

vnder oure foof on which we trede and goon [ie:if 43]

Yef waste]? if as if lij? by j^e weye

The brode ryuer som tyme wexe]) dreye 3024

The grete townes see we wane and wende

}:an ^e see paf aft jjis ]>mg^ ha]? ende

Of' man and woman se we wel also

Thaf needeth in oon of' fie termes tuo 3028

That is to sein in 30u])e or elles age

He moof be deed Ipe king' as schal ]?e page

Sum in his bedd . som in ]?e deepe see

Som in the large feeld as 36 may see /
3032

Ther helpe]? noughf al go]? J?af ilke weye

Than may I sein thaf al ]?is \)mg> moof deye

\Yhaf maketh J)is buf luppiter pe king'

Thaf is Prince and cause of' alle ]?ing< 3036

Conuertyng^ alle vnto his p?-crpre wille

ffrom which it is darreyned so]? to tille
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And heer agayns no creature on lyue

Of* no degree auaillep for to stryue 3040

Tlianne is it* wisdom as it* j^enke]) me

) To make vertue of necessite /

And take it* wel ]?at* we may not* escliewe

And nameliche }?at* to vs alle is dewe 3044

[No gap : line left otd.]

And rebeft is to him ))at* att may gye

And certeinly a man liaj? most* lionour

To deyen in his excellence and flour 3048

Whan he is siker of* his goode name

Than hap he doon his freendes ne him no schanie

And gladder oughte his frendes ben of* his dej)

Whan wij? honour y-yolden is vp jje brejj 3052

Than whan his name apalled is for age

ffor al forgeten is his vessellage

Than is the beste as for a worjjy fame

To deyen whan he is best* of* name 305

G

The contrarie of* alle ])is is wilfulnesse

Why grucchen we why haue we heuynesse

That* goode Arcite of* Chiuallerie pe flour [leaf ^s, back]

Departed is wijj duete and with honowr 3060

Out of* ])is foule prison of* pis lyf*

AVhy grucchej? heere his cosyn and his wyf*

Of* his welfare ])at* loueji him so wel

Kan he hem jjank* nay god woot* neuer a deel 30G4

That* bo]?en his soule and eek* him ofl'ende /

And yet* j^ei mowe her lustes nought amende

What* may conclude of* Jiis longe serie

But* after wo I rede vs to be merye 30G8

And j^anken lupiter of* aft his grace

And er we departen from pis place

I rede we make of oure sorwes tuo

parfyt* ioye lastyng* euer mo 3072

And lokej) now where most* sorwe is Inne

Ther wol I ferst* amenden and bygynne

CORPUS 87



3080

88 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS.

Suster quod he J^is is my ful assent'

Wi]7 aft ]}aiiys lieere of' my parlement /
3076

That' gentil Palamon 301116 oughne kniglit'

That' seriieth 30U with wiUe and herte and might /

And euer ha]? don si]?en ye fersf him knewe

That 3e schiill of* 30111 grace vpon him rewe

And taken him for honshond and for lord

Lene me your hond for j:is is oure acord

Laf see now of your wo??imanly pite

he is a kinges broker sone parde 3084

And ))ough he were a pore Bachiller

Bjn he ha]) serued you so many a yeer

And had for 30U so gref aduersite /

If moste ben considered leeue]) me 3088

ffor gentil mercy oughte to passen right*

Than seide he >ns to Palamon ])e knighf

I trowe ]}er neede]) litel sermonyng*

To make you assented to ])is ])ing^ 3092

Come nere and take 30ure lady by ])e hond

Bitwixen hem was maad anon }?e bond

Thaf highte matrimoigne or mariage Heafiij

By aft ])e counsail and pe baronage 309G

And ]?us Avi]? alle blisse and melodye

Ha]) Palamon y-wedded Emelye

And god ]:at^ al ])is world ha]) wrought*

Sende him his loue pat* ha]) it* deere bought* 3100

ffor now is Palamon in allc wele

Ljaiyng^ in blisse in richesse and in hele

And Emely him loueth so tendrely

And he hix serue]) so gentilly 3104

That* was ])er no word hem betweene /

Of* lalousie or ony o])er teene

Thus endeth Palamon and Emelye /

And god saue aft ])is faire companye 3108
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[no gap in the AfS.]

% The Millewardes tale/

han p-dt^ jje knight^ had pus liis tale y-told

In att pe companye nas jjer 3ong^ ne old

That* he ne seyde it / was a noble storye

And worjji for to drawen m memorie 3112

And nameliche pe gentils euerych oon)

Oure Oost* lough and swor so mot* I goii)

This goj) aright* vnbokeled is pe male/

lat* se now who schal telle ano]?er tale 3116

fibr trewely pe game is wel bygonne

1^0w telle]? ^e sire monlc* if* ^e kumie

Somwhat* to quyte with J)e knightes tale

The meller ]?at* for-driinken was al pale 3120

So ]?at* vnnejje vpon his hors he saf

he nolde aiialen neyjjer hood ne hat*

Ne abide noman for his curtesie/

But* in Pilates vois he gan to crye 3124

And swor by amies and by blood and bones

I can a noble tale for ]?e nones

Wijj which I wol now quite fe knightes tale

Oure oost* saugh fat* he was drunken of ale 3128

And seyde abyde Eobyn leeue brojjer

Som bettre man schal telle vs ferst ano]?er [leaf u, buck]

Abyd and lat* vs werken ])riftily

By goddes soule quod he jjat* avoI nat* I 3132

ffor I wol spoken or elles go my weye

Oure oost* answerde /telle on a deuelleweye

Thou art* a fool pi witte is ouercome

Now herknejj quo
J?

j^e meller alle and some 3136

But* first* I make a protestacio?/n

That* I am dronke I knowe it* by my soun

And J?erfore if I speke or niys say

Wite 36 it* pG ale of* Suthwerlc* I 30U pray 31-10
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ffor I wol telle a legende and a lyf*

Bo]3e of a Carpenter and of his wijf
/

how J)at* a clerk^ haj? sett^ ]?e wrightes cappe

The Reene answerde and seyde stynt^ ])Y clappe 3144

lat^ be ]}i lewed dronken harlotrie

It^ is a synne and eeke gref folye

To apeiren eny man or diffame

And eek^ to bringe Avyfes in such fame 3148

Thou maist^ ynough of ojier Jjinges sain

This dronken meller spat ful soone agayn

And seyde leeue broker Osewold /

Who has no wyf he is no Cokewold 3152

But' I seye nought* Iperiove Jiaf Ipou avV ooii)

Ther been ful goode wyfes many on

[

no gaj) in the MS.] 3156

Why art* J)0u angry wi]? my tale now

I haue a wif parde as wel as Jiou

Yet^ nolde I not* for ])e Oxen in my plough

Take vpon me more J)an ynough 3160

As demen on my self pat* I were oon

I wU bileeue J)at I am noon

And housbonde schal not* ben Inquysitif

Of goddes priuetees ne of his wijf 3164

So he may fynde goddes foysoii ]?ere/

Of j}e remenant* neede]) nought* to enquere

What* scholde I more sayn but |?is Mellere

he nolde his wordes for no man forbere • [leaf 4.5]

But* tolde his cherles tale in his manere

Me a]3inke]3 jjat* I schal reherce hem heere

And Jjerfore euery gentil wight* I preye

Deme]? nought* for goddes loue J^at* I seye 3172

Of yuel entent* but* for ])at* I moot reherse

' Here tales alle be pei bettre or worse

Or elles falsen som of my matiere

And jjer-fore who so list* it* nought* to heere 3176
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Tome ouer Jje leef and cliees ano]}er tale

ftbr ^e scliulle fynde ynowe grete and smale

Of* storial jjing^ j^at^ touclie]) gentilesse

And eeb nioralite and holynesse 3180
Blame]? not* me if* pat^ 3e clieese amys

The meller is a cherl 3e knowe wel ])is

So was ])Q Eeeue eel^ and o])er mo
And harlotrie pey tolden bo|)e tuo 3184

Anise]? 30U and putte}) me out of blame

And eek* men sclial not^ make ernest of game

[No gap in the MS.^

• ?f «*s.

jjfl^F&rm

S^i Ci]lfortiV^;.^
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Mlom Jier was dwellyng^ at Oxenfoorct

A Eiche gnofFe "paf gestes heeld to boorde 3188

And of^ his crafte lie was a Carpunter

Wi]} liim ])er was dwellyng^ a pouer scoler

hadde lerned art^ but alt his fantasye

Was torned for to lerne astrologie/ 3192

And cou])e a certein of^ conclusions

To demen by inte?Togacions

If^ jjat^ men axed him in certepi houres

Whan men schuld haue drought^ or elles schoures 31 9 G

Or if* men axed liim what^ schal bifalle

Of* euery Ipmg^ I may noughf reknen alie

This cleric was cleped heende Mcholas

Of derne loue he couj^e and of^ Solas 3200

And per-to he was sleigh and ful priue

And like a mayde meeke for to see

A chambre hadde he in ])at' hostellerie

Allone wijjouten eny companye [leaf 45, back]

fful fetisly dight* wi)) herbes soote

And he himself' as sweete as is j^e roote

Of licoris or any Settewale

his almagist' and bokes grete and smale 3208

liis astrelabre longyng' for his art'

his augrym stones' layen fairs a part

On schelfes couched at his beddes heede

His presse y-couered with a faldyng' reed 321

2

And al aboute ))er lay a gay sautrie

On which he made a night melody

e

So swetly j^af alle pe chambre ronge

And angelus ad virgine??i he songe 3216

And after jjaf he song' jje kinges note

fful ofte blessed was his merie Jjrote
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And jjiis ])Q sweete clerk' liis tyme s]3ente

After his freendes fyndyng^ and his rente 3220

This CariDunter hadde wedded a newe wyf*

Which Jjat^ he loiiede more pan his lyf

Of xviij. 3eer sche was of* age

lalous he was and heeld hir narwe in cage 3221

ffor sche was wylde and 3ong* and he was old

And denied him self ben lilv* a Cokewold

he knew not^ Catofi for his witte was rude

Thaf bad men wedde his similitude 3228

Men scholde wedde after here astat

fibr joupQ and eelde is often in debat

But^ sij)en Jjafe* he was fallen in the snare

He most* endure as oj^er folk^ his care 3232

Ifair was Jiis 3onge wijf* and pev wi]? al

As eny wesele hire body genf and smal

A ceynt* sche wered barred al of* self*

A barmcloj? as whit* as morne melk* 323G

Vpon liire lendes ful of* many a goore

Whit* was hir smolc* and brouded al bifore

And eelv* byhynde on hire coler aboute

Of^ kolblak* silk* wi]?inne and eek^ wijjoute [leaf to]

The tapes of* hir white voluper

A¥er8 of* j^e same suyte of* hire coler

hire filet* brood of"* silk^ and sitt* ful liye

and sikerly sche hadde a likerous yhe 3244

fful smal y-pulled were hire brovves tuo

And Ipo were bent* and blal^ as an}'- slo

Sche was ful more blisful for to see/

Than is pe newe perionette tree 3248

And softer |)an j}e wolle is of* a wej)er

And by hir gerdul hinge a purs of* leper

Tassed wi|) selk^ and perled ^vip latoun

In al pis world to seeken vp and doun 3252

Ther is no man so wys J^at* cou]?e penche

So gay a popelote or swich a wench e/
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iful brighter was ])e schynyng of liir hewe

Than in ))e tour IpQ noble y-forged newe 3256

But^ of^ hir song it^ Avas so lowd and 3erne

As any swalwe chitering^ on a berne/

Ther-to sche couj^e skippe and make a game

As ony kyde or calf* fohvyng* his dame 32G0

hir nionjj was sweete as braket* or ]5e meth

Or hoord of' appeles layd in hay or heth

Wynsyng* sche was as is a loly colt*

long' as a mast' and vprighf as a bolf 32G4

A broche sche bar on hir lone coler

As brood as is jje boos of-* a bocler

hire schos were laced on hire legges hye

Sche was a primerole a pygges nye 3208

ffor eny lord to liggen in his bedde/

Or 3ef for eny good yeman to Avedde

^ IS^ow sire and eff sire so bifel ]?e caas

That* on a day j?is heende Nicholas 3272

ffil wijj Jjis 3onge wijf to rage and playe

Whil )}af hir housbonde Avas af Osenaye

As clerkes ben ful subtil and ful ciueinte

And priuely he canghf hu- by ]>q qneynte [leaf -in, back]

And seyde I wis buf if ich haiie my wille

ffor derne lone of J^e le?/2nian I spille/

And held hir haide by pe hannche bones

And seyde le??iman lone me wel al aV ones 3280

Or I wol deyen al so god me sane

And sche sprong' as a cold do]? in J?e traue

And with hir hed sche wried faste aw^ey

Sche seide I wil naf kisse ])e by my fey 3284

^Yhi labbe quod ich labbe Nicholas

Or I wol crie onf harrow^ and alias

Do wey 3onre hondes for 30ure curtesy

e

This Nicholas gan mercy for to crie 3288

And spak so faire and profred him so fast"

That sche hir lone g?'camted him atte last
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And swor liir op by scnt^ Tlioni«s of^ kent^

That* sclie wolde ben at* his comaundemewt 3292

AVhan ]?at sche may hir leysir wel aspye

Myn housbonde is so ful of lalousye

That* but I wayte wel and be priiie

I woot* right* wel I nam but deed quo]? sche 3296

Ye moote ben ful derne as in ])is caas

Nay ])er-of* kare ^o nought* quod Nicholas

A clerk* hadde litherly biset* his while

But* if^ he coujje a carpunter begile 3300

And jjus pej ben acorded and y-sworn

To wayte a tynie as I haue told biforn

"Whan Nicholas liadde ]?is euerydel

And thakked hire aboute J)o lendes wel 3304

he kist* hir sweete and takj? his Sauterie

And playe]? faste and make]) melody

e

Than lil it pns ]}at* to ])g parissche cherche/

Cristes owne werkes for to werche 3308

This goode wijf* wente on an haly day

hir forhed schon as bright* as any day

So was it waissche wlian sche leet* hir werk^

Now was pel of* })at chirche a parissche cleric^ [le'-^fi?]

The which })at* was y-cleped absolon

Crul v/as his lieer and as pe gold it schon

And strouted as a fanne large and brode

fiul streyte and euene lay his loly schode 33 IG

hi? rode was reed his eyhen gray as goos

AVi]? poules wyndow coruen in his schoos

In hoses rede he wente fetisly

I-clad he was ful smal and propurly 3320

Al in a kertett al of* light* wasjet*

fful faire an ]?ikke ben pe poyntz y-sett

And per vpon he hadde a gay surplys

As whit as is pe blosme on pe Eys 3324

A merie child he was so god me saue

Wel cou])e he laten blood or clippe or schaue
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And make a charter of* lond or an aquitanee

In twenty maner cou])e he trippe and daunce 3328

After ])e seole of^ Oxenforde ]?o

And wi]) his legges casten to and fro

And playen songes on a smal rubible

Ther-to he song^ som tynie a lov/de quynyble/ 3332

And as wel cou|)e he pleye on a giterne

In aU jje toun nas brewhous ne tauerne

Thaf he ne visited wi]? his solas

Ther any gaiUard tappestere was 3336

TiiiV soth to sein he was somdel squaymons

Of* fartyng* and of* speche danngeroiis

H This absolon ])SiV loly was and gay

Go]} with a censer on |;e haly day 3340.

Sensyng^ jje wyfes of j^e parische fast*

And many a lonely loot on hem he cast*

And namely on Ipis carpunteres wyf*

To loke on hire him jjonght* a mery lijf* 3344

Sche was so p?'oper and swete and sv/ete and licorons

I dar wel sein if* sche hadde ben a nious

And he a catte he wolde hire hente anoon)

This parissche clerk* ]}is ioly absolon [ieaf47,baciv]

ha]? in liis herte such a lone longynge

That^ of* no wijf* toolv* he non offr^Tige

ffor curtesie he seide he wolde non

The moone whan it* was night^ ful briglite schon 3352

And Absolon his giterne ha]) I-take

ffor pa?'amoure he ])oughte for to wake

And for}) he go]) iolyf* and amorous

Til he com to pe carpunteres lious 3356

A litel after cokkes had y-crowe

And dressed him vp by a schot^ wyndowe

Thas was vpon |)e carpenteres walle

he synge}) in his voys gentil and smalle 3360

l^ow dere lady if* ])i willes be

I prey yow J)at* ^e wil Kewe on me
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IFol wel acordant^ to liis giternyng^

This Carpenter awok' and herde him syng* 3364

And spak* vnto his wijf^ and seyde anoon)

What Ahsoii heris ]jou not ahsolon

That^ chaunte]? pus vnder cure houres walle

And sche answerde hir housbonde J)er wi]) alld 33G8

Yis god woot* lohan I here it euery del

This passej) for]? what^ wile ^e bet^ ]jan wel

fFro day to day j^is ioly Absolon

So wowej) hire ]?at^ him is woo bigon 3372

he wake
J?

al ]7e night* and al ]?e day

he kembede his lokkes brode and made liem gay

he wowe]? hire by nienes and brocage/

And swore he wolde ben hir oughne page/ 3376

he synge]) brokking* as a nightyngale

he sente hire pyment meth and spiced ale/

And wafres pypyng* hoot* out of* ]?e gleede

And for sche was of* town he profred meede 3380

ffor somme folk wol be wo«nen for richesse

And so?/ime for strokes and so??mie for gentilnesse

Som tyme to schewe his lightnesse and maystrie

he pleieth heraudes vpon a scaffold hye (ieaf48j

But* what* auaylej? him as in ]?is caas

Sche loue]? so pis heende Nicholas

That* Absolon may blowe ]?e buckes horn

he ne hajj for his labour but* a skorn 3388

And ]?us sche make]? absolon here ape

And alt his Ernest* turne]) till a lape

ffor soj) is pis prouerbe it* is no lye

Men sein right* pus alwey pey neiglie slye 3392

makep pe ferre leef* to be loth

ffor pough pat* absolon be wood or wrop

By cause pat* he fer was from hire sight*

pis neigh Nicholas stood in his light 3396

^ Now here ye wel heende Nicholas

ffor absolon may waille and synge alias
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And so Infeit it on a SatinJay

This Carpunter was gon to Osenay 3400

And lieende Nicholas and alisoii

Acorded be to Ipis Conclusion

That Nicholas schal schapen hem a wile

This seely lalous housbonde to by-gyle 3404

And if* so be pe game wente aright^

Sche scholde slepen in his arm al nyght^

ffor ])is was his desyr and hire also

And lighV anon wijjoiiten ^vordes mo 3408

This Nicholas no lenger wolde tarie

But do]? ful softe vnto his chambre carie

Bojje mete and drynke for a day or tweye

And to hire housbonde bad hir for to seye 3412

If^ ])at^ he axed after Nicholas

Sche scholde say sche nyste wher he Avas

Of^ al |?at* day sche seigb him noughts wij) eye

Sche trowed j^at he was in maladye 3416

ffor for no cry hir mayde couj^e him calle

lie nolde answere for no]5ing^ IpnV mighte falle

This passe]) for]) al ])ilke Saturday

That^ Nicholas stille in his Chambre lay [leaf )s, back]

And eet^ or sleep or dede what^ him liste

Til Sonday J^at^ ])e sonne go]? to reste

This sely carpunter ha.]) gret^ meruaylc

Of* Nicholas or Avhaf pmg^ miglit^ him ayle 3424

And sayde I am adrad by scint^ Thomas

It^ stondeth ]iat^ aright^ Avith Nicholas

God schilde paV he deide sodeinly

This world is noAv ful tykejt sikerly 3428

I seigh to day a cors y-born to cherche

That^ noAA^ a monday last' I saugh him Averche

Go vp quod he vnto his knaue anon

Clepe at^ his dore or knocke Avith a stooii) 3432

loke hoAA^ it is and telle me boldely

This knaue go]) him yx) ful sturdily
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And at^ pe cliambre dore wliil ]?at^ he stood

lie criede and knokkede as ]?at lie were wood 3436

What^ how what^ do ^e mayster Nicholay

how may 30 sleepen al ]?e longe day

But^ al for nought* he herde nought^ a vrord

An hole he fond ful lough vpon a bord 3440

Ther as ])& catte was wont in for to creepe

And at* jjaf hole he loked in ful deepe/

And atte last* he hadde of* him a sight"*

This nicholas sat euer capyng* vpright 3444

As he hadde keked on pe newe moone

And doun he gojj and tolde his mayster soone

In what* array he saugli ]?is ilke man

This Carpunter to blessen him bigan 3448

And seyde help vs seinte ffredeswide

A man woot* litel what* him schal betyde/

This man is falle Avith his astronomie

In som woodnesse or in som agonye 3452

I fought ay Avel how ]?at it scholde be

Men seholde not* knowe of* goddes priuite

3e blessed be alwey a lewed man

That* nought* but oonly his bileeue can [leaf 43]

So ferd anojier clerl-c* with astronomie

he walked in j^e feeldes for to prie

vppon Ipe sterres what* Jjer schulde bifalle

Til he was in a Marie pit* y-falk 3460

he saugli nought j^at* but* ^it* by seint* Thom-fffs

]\Ie reweth sore of* heende jSTicholas

he schal be rated of* his studyyng*

If"* ])aV I may by Ihesu ^ heuene king* [' MS. ihc' ]

Gete me a staf* paf I may vnderspore

Willi ftat ]jou Eobyn heuest* vp pe dore

he schal out* of* his studying'* as I gesse

And to
J)3

cliambre dore he gan him dresse 3468

his knaue was a strong* carl for fe nones

And by ])q hasp he lieef* it / of* at* oones
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In to jje floor j?e dore tili" anon

This ISTicliolas sat^ ay as stille as stoon 3472

And euere capede vpward in to the ayre

This Carpunter wende he were in despaire

And hent^ him by Ipe schuldres mightyly

And schook^ him harde and cryed spitously 3476

"What Mcholas what^ how looke a doun

Awake and ])enk' on cristes passiown

I crouche ]?e from Elues and fro wightes

Ther-wi]) ])& night^ speft seyde he anon rightes 3480

Of* fonre halues of* ])e hous aboute

And on pQ Jjiesschefold on Jje dore wijjoute

Ihe^u crist* and seynt^ Benedight*

Blesse ))is hous from euery wikkede wighf 3484

ffor ]:e nightes verye Jje white Pate noster

"Where wentestow ]30U seinte peteris suster

And atte laste ])is heende Nicholas

Gan for to sike sore and seyde alias 3488

Schal al pe werld be losf eft* sones now

This Carpenter answerde what* seist* jjou

AATiat* ])ink* on god as we doon men ])af SAYynke

This nicholas answerde feche me drynke [leaf io, back]

And after wol I speke in priuitee

Of* certein ]?ing^ Jjat* touche]? ]?e and me

I wil telle it non ojjer man certeyn

This Carpenter gojj do?ai and come]? agein 3496

And brought* of* mighty ale a large quart*

And whan Jjat* ech of* hem liadde dronken his part^

This Mcholas his dore faste schette

And doun J^e Carpunter by him he sette 3500

And seyde lohn myn hooste leef* and deere

Thou schalt* vpon my trou|}e swere me heere

That* to no wight* ))0U schalt* j)is couns-eil wreye

ffor it* is cristes counseift J)at* I seie/ 3504

And if* pou telle it man ])ou art^ forlore/

fibr J)is vengance ]?ou schalt* haue J^erfore
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That* if^ ])oii wreie me j?ou schalt^ be wood

^ Nay crist^ forbede it for liis holy blood 3508

Quod ])o |)is sely man I nam no labbe

Ne jjougli I seie I nam not^ leef^ to gabbe

Sey what^ ]70u wolt^ I schal it neuer telle

To cbild ne wijf^ by liim jjat^ bariede belle/ 3512

Now lohan qiiod. Nicbolas I wil nou3t^ lye

I liaue I-founde in myn astrologie/

As I haue loked in J)e moone brigbt^

That* now a monday next at quarter night 3516

Schal falle a Rayn and Jtat* so wilde and wood

Thaf half* so gret* was neuer Nowels flood

This world he seide in lasse pan in an hour

Schal al be dreynt* so hidous is J)e schour 3520

Thus schal mankynde drenche and leese here lif

This Carpunter answerde alias my wijf*

And schal sche drenche alias myn aliso?oi

ffor sorwe of* j^is he fell almost* a doun 3524

And seyde is \)QV no remedye in })is caas

Whi 3is for gode qiiod. heende Mcholas

If Jjou wolt* worchen after lore and red

Thou maysf no3t* werken after J)in oughne heed [leaf so]

ffor J7us seijj Salamon pat* was ful trewe

Work* aft by counseift and pou schalt* nought* rewe

And if^ pou worken wolt* by good counseille

I vndertake wipoute mast* or seile 3532

Yet* schal I saue hire and pe and me/

hast* pou nought* herde how saued was Noe

Whan jjat* owre lord haj? warned him biforn

That* att pe world with water schulde be lorn 3536

3is qwod pis Carponter ful 3ore ago

hastow not* herd quod Mcholas also

The sorwe of* Noe wip his felaschipe

Or pat* he mighte gete his wif* to schipe 3540

him hadde leuer I dar wel vndertake

At* pilke tyme pan all his weperes blake
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That^ sche liadde a scliii^ liir self' allon

And per-ioTQ wost^ j^ou wliat^ is best^ to doon 3544

This axe]? haste and oi^ an hastyf* Iping^

Men may nought preche or make taryingi

Anon go gete vs faste in to j^is Inne

A knedyng* trough or elles a kemelynne 3548

fFor ech of* vs but^ loolr* pat pej ben large

In which men mowe swymme as in a barge

And han per vitailles suffisaunt^

But* for a day fy on J^e remenaunt 3552

The water schal aslake and gon a way

Aboute prime vpon pe nexte day

But* Eobyn may not* wite of* pis J)i knaue/

Ne eelt* pj niayde gylle I may nought* saue/ 3556

Axe nought why for Jjough J)ou axe me

I wol nought* tellen goddes priuite

Suffice]? pe but* if* ]?i wittes madde

To haue as gret* a grace as noe hadde 3560

Thi wif* schal I wel sauen out^ of* doute

Go now J)i wey and speed pQ heer aboute/

But when ]7ou hast for hire and pe and me
Y-geten vs pese knedyng* tubbes pve [leaf so, back]

Than sclialt* ]}ou hang* hem in pe lof* ful liye

That* noman of* oure purueance espye

And whan ])ou pws hast* don as I haue seyd

And hast* oure vitailes faire in hem y-leyde 3568

And eek* an ax to smyte pe corcle a tuo

Whan J)af })e water come]? paV we may go

And broke an hole an heigh vpon pe gable

vnto pe gardeynward ouer pe stable 3572

That* we may freely passen for]) oure wey

Whan Jjat* pe grete schour is gon a wey

Thanne schalt* ])ou swy?wme as mery I vndertake

As do]) pe white doke after his drake 3576

Than wol I clepe how alisoii hov/ loon

Be merie for pe flood wol passe anon
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xind ])ou wolt^ sein liaift maister Nicholay

Goode morwen 1 see Ipe wel for it is day 3580

And Jianne sclial we be lordes att oiire lif^

Of* alle ]7e world as Xoe and his wijf^

But^ ])aV of* 00 ])ing I warne ]}e fill riglit^

Be wel auysed on j^at^ ilke niglif 3584

That* we ben entred in to ]?e schippes boord

That* noon of^ vs ne speke nouglif a word

Ne clepe ne crye but been in his preyere

ffor if is goddes oiighne heeste deere 3588'

Thy wijf and ])ou niot^ hange fer atwynne

ffor ]}Sif betwixe 3011 schal be no synne

No more in lokyng^ pan ])ei schal in dedc

This ordinance is seid go god jje speeds 3592

To niorwe at^ night^ whan men ben alt on sleepe

In to our knedyn tubbes wil we creepe

And sitten pev abidyng-^ goddes grace

Go now ]?y wey I haue no lenger space 3596

To make of^ |)is no lenger sermonyng^

Men sein pus sende j^e wise and sey no j?ing^

J70U art^ so wys it neede]? pe nought^ to teche

Go saue oure lijf' and pat I pe beseclie [leaf 51]

II This seely Carpunter gop for]? his wey
fful ofte he seyde alias and weylawey

And to his wijf he tolde his p?-mitee

And sche was warr and knew it^ bet^ ]}an he 3G04
What^ al |)is queynte cast* was for to seye

But* naj)eles sche ferde as sche wolde deyc

And seyde alias go forj? ])i weie anon

help vs to scape or Ave ben deede echon 3608

I am ))i trewe verray wedded wijf*

Go deere spouse and help to saue oure hjf^

IT lo which a gret* |)ing* is affection

Men may dye of* ymaginacioii 3612

So deepe may impressions be take

This seely Carponter bygynne]? quake

CORPUS 103



104 GRour A. § 4. miller's tale. Corpus MS.

him jjenketh verraily ])ixV lie may se

Noe flood come walkyng^ as pe see 3G16

To drenchen alisoii his hony deere

he weepe]? waillej? maketh sory cheere/

he syke]} wi]? ful many a sory swogh

And go]3 and gete]? him a knedyng^ trough 3620

And after a tubbe and a kemelyn

And primly he sent* hem to his In

And hyng^ hem in J?e roof^ in priuite

his oughne bond he made eek' leddres Jire 3624

To clymben by ])Q ronges and Ipe stalkes

vnto ]?e tubbes hangyng-^ in ]>& balkes

And hem vitailled bo]?e trough and tul^be

Wip bred and cheese and good ale in a lubbe/ 3628

Suffisyng right^ ynoiigh as for a day

But^ ar ])Sif he hadde maad al pis array

he sent* his knaue and eek* his Avenche also

vpon his neede to london for to go 3632

And on jje monday whan it^ drough to night*

he schette his dore wij^oute candel light*

And dressed aft |?ing* as it* scholde be/

And schortly clomben vp alt jjre/ [leaf 5i, backi

Thei setten stille wel a forlong* way

N'ow pater noster clum seide Nicholay

And Clum quod Idhn. and Clum seide ahson

This Carpunter seide his deuocioii 3640

And stille he sitte and biddej) his prayere

Awaityng* on the rayn if he it heere

The deth sleepe for wery bysynesse

fill on ])is Carpunter right* as I gesse 3644

Aboute corfew tyme or litel more

ffbr trauaille of his gost* he grone]) sore

And eft* he route]} for his heed myslay

Doun of* ]}& laddre stalkeb Mcholay 3648

And alisoii ful softe a doun sche spedde

"Wi])outen Avordes mo ))ey gon to bedde
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Ther as pe carpiinter is wont^ to lye

Tlier was Ipe reuel and \)e nielodye/ 3652

And ])us litli alison and Nicholas

In busynesse of* merj^e and of* solas

Til fat ]}Q belle of* laudes gan to rynge

And the freres in jje Ghamicett gonne synge/ 3656

This parische clerlv* j^is amorous absolon

That^ is for lone alwey so wo bigon

vpon ]?e monday was at^ Osenay

With compaignie him to des]3ort* and play 3G60

And axed vpon caas a cloisterer

ffiil priuily after lohii J?e Carpunter

And he drough him a part^ out* of ])e chirche

And seyde I not* I saiigh liim heere nought* werche 3664

S\]>pQ Saturday I trowe |)at* he be went*

ffor tymber ]}ere oure abbot* ha]) him sent*

ffor he is wont* for tymber for to go

And dwelle atte graunge a day or tuo 36 68

Or elles he is at* his hous certeyn

Wher pat* he be I can nought* sojjly sein

This absolon) ful ioly was and light^

And fioughte now is tyme to wake al nyght* [leaf 52]

ffor sikerly I saugh him nought* styryng^

Aboute his dore syn day bigan to spring*

So mote I ])riue I schal at* cokkes crowe

fiful priuily knokken as his wyndowe 3676

That* stant* ful lowe vpon his boures walle

To alison now wol I tellen alle

My loue longyng* for ^it* I schal not* misso

That* atte laste wey I schal hir kisse 3680

Som maner comfort* schal I haue par fay

My mou]? ha]? icched al ]?is longe day

That* is a signe of kissyng* atte leste

Al niorht* me mette eek* I was at* a feeste 3684

Therfore I wol go sleepe an our or tweye

And al ]ig night* ])an wol I wol I wake and pleye
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Whan ]?at^ ])e ferste cok* hap crowe anon

vp rist' jjis loly louer absolon) 3688

And him arraye]? gay and poynt/ dcuyse

But* ferst* he chewej? grayn and likorise

To smellen swoote or he hadde kempt* his here

vnder his tonge a trewe loue he beere/ 3692

ffor pei-hj wende he to be gracious

he rowmeth to pe carpenteres hous

And stille he stant* vnder pe schot 'wyndowe

vnto his brest* it* raught* it* was so lowe/ 3696

And softe he coughed wi]) a semy soun

What* do 3e hony combe swete alisoun)

My faire brid my SAveete synamome/

Awaketh le??iman myn and spekej? to me 3700

We[l] Htel Jjenken 30 vpon my woo

That* for 3oure loue I swete as I go

'No wonder is j^ough j^at* I swelte and swete

I morne as do]) pe lambe after pe teete 370-4

I-wys le??2man I haue such loue longyng*

That* lil^ a turtel trewe is my moornyng-*

I may not* ete namore psoi a mayde/

Go fro pe wyndow lakke fool sche sayde [leaf 52, back]

As helj) me god if wil not* be com pame/

I loue anopev and elles I were to blame/

Wei bette jjan pe by Ihesu absolon

Go for]) ]5i wey or I wil caste a stoon 3712

And. lete me slepe a twenty deuel way

Alias quod absolon and weyloway

That* trewe loue was euer so yuel besette/

Than kisse me syn it may be no bette/ 3716

ffor ihf^sus loue and for pe loue of me

Wolt* })0U ]?an go pi way ])er-with quod sche

Ye certes le?7?man q?^6»d })is absolon

Than make pe redy quod sche I come anoii) 3720

[

no gcq) in the MS.'l

This absolon doun sette him on his knees
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And saide I am a lord at^ alio degrees 3724

ffor after pis I hope per come]) more

le??2man pi grace and sweete brid ])in ore

The wyndow sche vndo]) and j^at* in hast/

haue do quod sche com of^ and speed pe faste 3728

lesf Jiat^ onr neighebore pe espie

This absolon gan wipe his mon]? ful drye

Dert was pe night* as piche or as pe cole

And at^ the Avyndow out* sche putte hire hole 3732

And absolon him fil no bet* ne wers

But* wijj his mouj) he kiste hire naked ers/

fFul sauorly er he were war of* j^is/

A hah he stert* and Jjought* it was amys/ 3736

ffor wel he wiste a wo??zman ha]) no herd

he felt* a ])ing* al rough and longe y-hered

And sayde fy alias what* haue I do

Tehe quod sche and clapt* pe wyndow to 3740
And absolon gop for]) a sory pas

A berde a herd seide heende Nicholas

By goddes corpus J)is gotli faire and wel

This sely absolon herde it* euery del 374

1

And on his lij^pe he gan for anger byte

And to himself* he seyde I schal pe quyto fkaf^.s]

Who rubbe]) now who frote]) now his lippes

With dust* with sond wi]) straw with clop wip cliippcs

But* absolon paV seith ful ofte alias/

My soule bitake I to Saternas/

But* me were leuere j)an al ]3is toun quod he/

Of* ])is despite aAvroken for to be 3752

Alias quo]) he alias I ne hadde y-bleynf

his bote loue is cold and al yqueynt*

ffor fro fiat* tyme ])at* he hadde kest' hire ers

Of* paramours he sette not* a kers/ 3756

ffor he was heled of* his maladie/

fful ofte paramoures he gan diffie

And weepe as do]) a child ])at' is y-bete/

A softe paas he wente ouer pe strete/ 3760

CORPUS 107



108 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Corpus MS.

Yiitil a Smyth men clepen daun Geruays

That^ in liis forge smythiej? plough harnays

he scharjDe]) scharre and Culter bisyly.

This absolon knokkej? al Esely 3764

And sayde vnto Geruays and ])at^ anon)

'What' who art^ ]jou it' am I ahsolon)

What' absolon for cristes swete tree

"Why ryse so rajje benedicite 3768

Whaf eyle)) 30U som gay gerl god it woot

hap broughf 3on J)us vpon Jje viritoot

By seinte note 36 ^voV wel what I me[ne]

This absolon ne roughte naf a bene 3772

Of* air his pley no word a-gayn he gaf*

he hadde more tow on his distaf*

Than Geruays knew and sayde frend so deere

The hoote Culter in Ipe Chemenye heere 3776

As lene it me I haue |:'er-wi|) to done/

I wol bringe if agayn ful soone

Geruais answerde certes were iV gold

Or in a poke nobles aft vntold 3780

Thou scholdesf haue as I am trewe smith

Ey cristes foo whaf wol 3e don ]?er-with [leaf 53, back]

Ther-of* quod absolon be as be may

I schal wel telle it ]?e to morwe day 3784

And caughte 'pe culter b}^ ])e colde stele

fful softe ouf alp pe dore lie gan to stele

And wenf vnto pe Carpenteres wal

he koughede fersf and knokkede pev Avi]) al 3788

vpon pe wyndow right* as he dede ere/

This alisoii answerde who is Jjere

That' knokkejj as I Avaranf if a peei^

Why nay quod he god woof my sweete leef-* 3792

I am pin absolon pi dereling'

Of* gold q^iiod he I haue pe broughf a ryng'

My moder yaf* if me so god me saue/

fful fyn if is and per-to wel y-graue 3796
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This wol I yiiien pe if^ j^ou me kisse

This Nicholas was risen for to pisse/

And ]70iight^ he wolde amenden al ]je lape/

he schulde kisse his ers or ]?at^ he scape 3800

And vp J>e wyndow dide he hastily

And out^ his ers he putte priuily

Oner Ipe buttok* to Jje hannche bon

And ]jer-wi)) spak* J?is clert J)is absolon) 3804

Spel;^ swete brid I not^ wher pou art^

This Nicholas anon leet* flee a fart^

As gret^ as it* hadde ben a ]?onder dent

That* wiJ3 pe strook* he was almost* y-blent* 3808

And he was redy wi)) his Iren hoot*

And Nicholas in Jje ers he smoot*

Of* go]j ]?.e skyn an hande brood aboute/

The hoote culter brenned so his toute/ 3812

And for j^e smerte he wende for to dye

As he were wood for woo he gan to crye/

help water water help for goddes herte

This Carpnnter out* of* his slomber sterte 3816

And herde on cryen watir as he were wood

And Jjoiight* alias now come]? Noweles flood [leaf sij

And sette him vppe wijjoute wordes mo

And wijj an ax he smot* ]>e corde a tuo 3820

And domi go]) al he fond ney]?er to selle/

No breed nor ale til he com to pe selle/

vpon J)e floor and ])ev a swowen he lay

vp sterte hire alisoii and Nicholay 3824

and cried out* and harrow in pe strete

The neighebowres bo]?e smale and grete

In ronnen for to gauren on pis man

Tliat* a swowen lay holpe pale and wan 3828

ffor with ]7at falle he brosten ha]? his arm

But* stonde he moste vnto his oughne harm

ffor whan he spak* he was anon bore do?ai

With hcende Nicholas and aliso?m 3832
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They tolden eue)-y man jjat^ lie vras wood

he was a-gast< so of^ Ipe JSTowels flood

Thiirgh fantasie jjat' of his vanite

he hadde y-bought^ him knedyng^ tubbes J)re 3836

And hadde hem hanged in ]>e roof abone

And J?at^ he preyed him for goddes loue

To sitteii) in ])e roof* par companye

The folk^ gan laughen at^ his fantasie 3840

And to j}e roof* pay loken and Jiei cape

And torned all his harm vnto a Tape

ifor what* so ])is Carpenter answerde

It* was for nought* no men his reson herde 3844-

With o]}es grete he was so sworn a doun

That* he was liolden wood in all J)at* toiin

ffor eue?y cleric* anon right* lieeld with opei'

They seyde )je man is wood my leene bro ]?{??• 3848

And eiiei'j A^dght* gan langhen at* his strif*

Thus swyued was J?e Carpunteres T\ajf

ifor alt his kee^iyng* and his lalousye/

And absolon ha|? kist* hir nefier yhe 3852

And IS'icholas is scalded in his toute//

This tale is don and god saue al j?e route [leaf si, back]

^ Explicit fabala Molendinarij

[No go}-) in Hie ilf/S'.]

^/^f. t^.sri *^*^ J'-'I?^-.

- - i
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^ Here hjgjrmQp pe Reeucs tale

Whan follv^ hail laughen at* pis nyce cas

Of* absolon and heende Nicholas % C". iij".

Diuerse follv* diuersely pej seyde

But^ for j)e more part* j^ei lough and pleyde

Ne at* j)is tale I sangh nonian him greeue

But* it* were oonly Osewold \)e Eeeue 3860

By cause he was of* Carpenteres craft*

A litel Ire is in his herte laft*

he gan to grucche and blamen it* a lite

So pe il.^ qiiod. he ful wel coupe I pe quyte 3864

With bleryng* of a proud melleres ye

If* pat* me liste to speke of Ribaudie

But* yk* am old me list* not* pley for age

Gras tyme is don my fodder is forage/ 3868

This white top writep myn olde 3eres

myn herte is also mouled as myn heercs

But* if* I fare as dop an open ers

That* ilke fruyt* is euer lengere pe wers 3872

Til it* be roten in muUolv* or in stree/

We olde men I drede so fare we

Til we be roten can we nought* be ripe

We hoppen alwey whil pe world wil pipe 3876

ffor in oure wille per stikep euer a naile

To haue an hoor heer and a gi^ene taile

As hap a leek* for pough oure might* be gon

Oure Aville desirep folic euer in oon) 3880

ffor whan we may nought* doon pan wole we speke

yet* in oure asschen olde is fyr y-reke

ffoure gleedes han we whiche I schal deuyse/

Auauntyng* lyuyng* anger couetyse 3884

This foure sparkes longep vnto eelde

Oure olde lymes now wel ben vnwelde
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But^ wil ne sclial nat fallen ]jaf is soj?

And yet' liane I ahvay a Coltes to]) [leaf 55]

As many a 3eer as it is passen iienne

Syn ])at my tapi^e of* lif* l^ygan to renne

ffor sikerly whan I was born anoon

Dejj drongli pe tappe of lijf^ and leet it goon 3892

And ener sij^en ha]) so ])e tappe y-ronne

Til Jjat* almost* al empty is ])e tonne

The streem of* lijf* now droppe]? on ]>& chimlje.

The sely tonge may wel rynge and chymbe. 3896

Of* wrecchedenesse J)at* passed is ful yore

With old foll^ sane dotage is nomore/

"VN^ian ]3at* onre oost' hadde herde ])is semionyng*

he gan to speken as loodly as a king* 3900

he seyde what* araonntef) atl ])is witte

Wliat* schal we speke alday of* holy writte

The deuel maade a reeue for to preche

Or of a Soutere schipman or a leche 3904

Sey for]) ]>{ tale and tarie nought* Jje tyme

lo deppeford* and it is halfwey prime

lo Grenemch }?at* many a schrewe is Inne

It were al tyme ])i tale for to begjmne 3908

I^ow sires quod ])is Osewold ]?e lieene

I pray you alle ])at* ye nought* 30U greeue

Thou I answere and somdel sette his houve

ffor leueful it* is with force force of* scliouve 3912

This dronken mellere ha]? y-told vs lieere

how ])at* bygyled was a Carpuntere/

Pe?'auenture in scorn for I am oon

And by youre leeue I schal him quyte anoon) 3916

Right* in his cherles termes wil I speke/

I preye to god his nekke mote tobreke

he can wel in myn 36 sen a stalke

But in his owne he can nought* seen a balke/ % ffabula

[No gap in Hie MS-I
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AT
Trumpyngton nonglit^ fer fro Cantabregge

Ther go]) a broolc^ and oner j^at^ a bregge

vppon Ipe whiche brook^ Jjer stant^ a Melle 3923

And pis is verray so]? Jjaf I 30U telle [leaf 55, back]

A meller was J)er duellyng^ many a day

As any pecok^ he was jDroud and gay

Pype he coii]?e and iissche and nettes beete

And torne coppes and wel wrastle and scheete/ 3028

Ay by his belt* he bar a long* Panade

And of* a swerd ful trenchant was j)e blade/

A loly popper bar he in his pouche

Ther was noman for peril durste him toiiche/ 3932

A schefFeld thwitel bar he in his hose

Round was his face and Camuse was his nose/

As pyled as an ape was his senile

he was a market* betere atte fulle 3936

Ther was no wdght* IpaV dorst* hand on him legge

But* if^ he swor he scholde anon abegge

A ])eef* he was forsojte of corn and mele

And Jjat* a sleigh and vsaunt* for to stele 3940

his name was hoote deynous Symkyn

A wijf* he hadde come of* noble kyn

The parsoun of* })e toun hir fader was/

With hire he yaf* ful many a panne of* bras 3944

ffor ]?at* Symkyn scholde in his blood allye

Sche was y-fostred in a Nonnerie/

ffor symkyn wolde no wyf* as he sayde

But* sche were wel ynorissched and a mayde/ 3948

To sauen his estate of* yomanrie/

And sche was proud and pert* as is a pye

A ful fair sight^ was it^ vppon hem tuo

On halidayes biforn hire wolde he go 3952
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Wi]) his typet* wounden aboute his heede/

And sche cam after in a gyte of* reede/

And Symkyn hadde hosen of* ]?e same

Ther dorste no wight* clepen hire but dame 3956

"Was non so hardy |)at* wente by ])e way

That* wijj hire dorste or ones rage or play

But* if* he wolde be slain of* Symkyn

With panade or with knyf* or boydekjTi [leaf 56]

ffor lelous folk* ben pe?'ilous eueremo

Algate |5ei wolde here wyues wenden so

And eek* for sche was somdel smoterlich

Sche was as digne as water in a dich 39 G4

As ful of* hoker and of bisemare

hire Jjoughte j^at* a lady schulde hir spare

What* for hire kynrede and hire nortelrie

That* sche hadde lerned in Ipe nonnerie 39G8

A doughter hadde jje betwixe hem tuo

Of twenty 3er ^\dj?outen eny moo

Sauyng* a childe jjat* was of* half* ^eer age

In cradel it* lay it* was a proper page/ 3972

This wenche Jjikke and wel ygrowen was

Wijj Camoys nose and eyen grey as glas

Wi]? buttokes brode and brestes rounde and hye

But* right^ fair was hire heer I wol nought* lye 39 7

G

^ The pa?*son of pe toun for sche was fair

In purpos was to maken hire his hair

Bojie of* his catel and his mesuage

And strange he made it/ of* hire mariage 3980

his purpos was for to bistowe hire hye

In to som wor])i blood of* auncetrie/

ffor holy chirches good moot* ben dispended

On holy cherche blood ])at* is descended 3984

Therfore he wolde his holy blood honoure/

jjough Jiaf ]je holy chirche scholde deuoure

Gret* soken hajj jjis meller out* of doute

Wi]) whete and malt* of all ])e land aboute/ 3988
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And nameliche j^er was a gret collegge

Men clepe]) ]>& Soler halle of Cantabregge

])cvQ was here wliete and eelv^ here malf y-grounde

And on a day it happej) in a stounde 3992

Syk* lay ]?e manciple on a maladie/

Men wenden wisly pat^ he schulde dye

ffor which ]?is mellere stal bojje mele and corn

An hundred tyme more Jeanne biforn Lieaf56,back]

ffor Jjcr biforn he stal but^ curteysly

Buf now he was a theef' outrageously

ffor which Jje wardein chidde and made fare/

But^ ])er-of^ sette J^e mcller nought^ a tare/ 4000

he crakede host and swor it was nought^ so/

Thanne were j^ere 3onge scoleres tuo

That^ dvvelten in pa halle of which I seye

Testyf* Jjey were and lusty for to pleye 4004

And oonly for here mirth e and reuerye

vpon J)e wardein bisily j^ei crye

To 3if hem leue but* a litel stounde

To go to melle and seen here corn y-grounde 4008

And hardily jjei dorste leye here nekke

The mellere schulde naf stele hem half* a pekke/

Of* corn ne by sleight* ne by force hem Eeue

And atte laste pe wardeyn yaf* hem leue 4012

lohii hight* Jjat* oon and alayn hight* jjat* ojjer

Of* 00 toun were ]?ei born jjat highte strother

ffer in the ]Srorth I can not* telle where

This alayn make]? redy alt his gere 4016

And on an hors pe sak he cast* anon

ffor]} go}} alayn jje cleric* and also lohii

Wip good swerd and wij? bokeler by his syde

lohii knew fie wey him neeclede no guyde/ 4020

And atte melle pe sak* a doun he layth

Alain vspalv* first* . alhail Symoii in faij)

how fares pi faire doughter and pi wyf-*

Alayn welcome q^wd Symkyn by my lyf* 4024
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And lolin also how now what do 36 heere

By god qtwd lohii Symond neede haf no peere

him bihoues serue himself' Jsat' has na swayn

Or elles he is a folt' as clerkes sayn 4028

Oiire manciple I hope he wil be deed

Swa w^erkes him ay ])& wanges in his heed

And jjerfore is I come and eet alayn

To grynde oure corn and carie it ham agayn [i^af 57]

I pray you speedes vs heithen j^at ^e may

It^ schal be don quod Symkyn by my fay

What* wil 36 doon whil ]?at it' is in hande

By god right* by fe hoper wil I stande 4036

Quo]? lohan and se how gates Ipe corn gas Inne

3it' saugh I neuer by my fader k}Tine

how jjaf ])e hoper wagged til and fra

Alayn answerde lohii and wiltow^ swa 4040

Than wil I be bynejje by my croune

And se how gates j^e mele falles a doune

In-til jje trough j^af sal be my disporte

Q^^od lohii in faath I may ben of^ 3our sorte 4044

I is as ille a melle as ere 36

This mellerc^ smylede at here nycete

And fioughf al Jiis nys don buf ioi a wile

They wene ]>a,V no man hem may begyle 4048

Buf by my J)riff jiV schal I blere here ye

ffor al ]?e sleight' in here philosopliie

The more queiiite crekes |)af ))ay make/

The more wol I stele Avhan I take 4052

In stede of* flour 3it-' wol I yeue hem brenne/

The grettesf clerkes ben noughf ])e wisest menne

As whilom to pe wolf* ])us spak* Ipe mare

Of* att here arte counte I nou3f a tare/ 4056

^ Ouf of )?e dore he go]) ful priuely

"Whan ])af he saugh his time softely

lie lokej) vp and doun til he hajj founde

The clerkes hors J^er as it stood ybounde 4060
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Behynde Jje mille vnder a leiiesel

And to Ipe hors he go]) him faire and wel

he strepej) of pe bridel righf anoon

And whan J?e hors was laus he gynne]? gooii) 4064

Toward pe fen ]?are wilde mares renne/

And forth with wehe jjorugh jjikke and jjorugh ])enne

This meller go]) agayn no word he sayde

But* do]} his note and wi]) hise clerkes pleyde Deaf 57, back]

Til Ipaf hire corn was faire and wel y-grounde

And whan ])e mele is sakked and y-bounde

This lohii go}) oiit^ and fynf his hors away

And gan to crye harrow and weylaway 4072

Oiire hors is lost^ Alayn for goddes banes

Steppe on f)i feet^ com of"* man al at* anes

Alias oure wardein has his palfray lorn

This aleyn al forgat* bojje mele and corn 4076

Al was out* of* his mynde his housbondrye

"What* wliilk* wey is he gon he gan to crye

The wyf* cam leepyng* inward at* a ren

Sche seyde alias 3our hors goth injjefen 4080

With wilde mares as faste as he may goo

Ynthank* come on his hand ]3at^ bond him so

And he Jiat* bettre scholde haue knyt* pQ reyne

Alias qiiod lohfi Alayn for cristes peyne 4084

lay doun pi swerd and I wol myn alswa

I is ful swift* god wat* as is a Ea

By goddes harte he sal nou3t scape vs bajie

Why ne had Jjou put* pQ caple in pe lathe 4088

Ilhaille by godde alayn Jiou is a fonne

Thise sely clerkes han fulfaste y-ronne

Toward pe fen bo])e alayn and eek* lohii

And whan pe Mellere seigh ])at* ]7ei were gon 4092

he half* a buisschel of* here corn ha]) take

And bad his wijf go knede it* in a cake

And seide I trowe pe clerkes weren aferd

Yet* kan a mellere make a clerkes herd 4096
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ffor ali his art^ yef lat^ hem gon here weye

Lo where he go]? ye lat^ jje children pleye

They gete him nought^ so lightly by my croim

Thise seely clerkes rennen vp and doun 4100

"With keep. keep, stand, stand, iossa. warderere /

Ga whistel Jjou and I schal keepe him lieere

Biit^ scliortly til it^ was verray nighf

They coujje nought^ jjoiigh jjei dede all here might^ ['eaf 58]

here capel cacche he ran alwey so faste

Til in a diche J?ei caught^ him atte laste

Wery and wef as beest^ is in IpQ rayn

Come
I?
seely lohii and with him com]? alayn 4108

5F Alias q?iod lohfi jje day ])aV I was born

Now ere we dryuen til hetliing^ and til scorn

Oure corn is stole men wil vs fooles calle

Boj?e J?e wardein and oure felawes alle 4112

And namely ]je meller weylawey

Thus ple}me]j Ioh«n as he goj? by j^e wey

Toward \)e nieUe and bayard in his bond

The meller sittyng< by pe fyr he fond 4116

ffor it' was nyght^ and fer]}er might' he nought

Buf for ])e loue of' god ]?ei him bisought

Of herb-erwe and of* eese as for here peny

The mellere seyde agayn if* ]?er be eny 4120

Such as if is ^it schal ^e haue ^oure parf

Myn hous is streif buf 36 ban lerned arf

3e can by argumentes make a place

A myle brood of* twenty foote of* space 4124

lat* se now if* ])is place mow suffise

Or make it rowmere ^Yiih. speche as is 3oure gyse

Now Symond seyde j^is lohii by seint Cuthberd

As is ]}ou mery and Jiaf is faire answerd 4128

I haue herd say men sal take of^ tua Jiinges

Swilt as he fyndes or take swilk"" as he brynges/

Buf specially I pray ])e ooste deere

Gete vs som mete and drynlv* and mak^ vs checrc 4132
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And we wol payen trewly atte fulle

With empty handes men may naan haukes tulle

Lo heer oure siluer reedy for til spende

This mellcr to ])q toun his doughter sende 4136

£for ale and breed and rosted hem a goos

And boond here hors it scholde namore go loos

And in his owne chambre he made a bedde

With scheetes and vnp chalons faire y-spredde [leaf ss, back]

Nought* from his oughne bed ten foote or twelue/

his doughter hadde a bed al by hir selue/

Right* in Jie same chambre by and by

If mighte be no bette and cause why 4144

Ther was no romer herberwe in j^e place

})ey soupen and J^ey speken hem of* solace

And drynken euere strong ale atte beste

A-boute mydnyght* wente pei to reste 4148

Wei hajj J)e mellere vernysshed his heed

fful pale he was for-drunken and nou3t* reed

he yexeth and he speke]) purgh pe nose/

As he were on Jje quakl^e or on Ipe pose/ 4152

To bedde he go]? and with him gojj his wijf

As eny lay he light* was and lolif*

So was hire loly whistel wel y-wette

The cradell at* hire beddes feet* is sette/ 415G

To roklien and yeue ])e childe to souke

And whan Jjat^ dronken was al in j^e crouke

To bedde wente jje doughter right* anoon

To bedde go)) Alayn and also lohn 4160

Ther was nomore jjem needede no dwale

This meller ha]j so wisely bibbed ale

That as an hors he snortej? in his slepe

Ne of-* his tayl behynde he toolv* no keepe 416 4

his wijf* bar him a burdon a ful strong*

Men mighten heere here routyng* a furlong*

The wenche route]? eek par compaignie

Alayn ]^e clerls^ ])at* horde ]?is melodye 4168
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he pokede lohn and seyde sleepisfc^ pou

herdestow euer slik^ a sang* ar now
lo swills a couplyng^ is bitwixc hem alle

A wilde fyr on jjah' bodies falle 4172
ho herkned euer slib a ferly pmg*

Ye pai sali haiie pe flour of yft endyng^

This lange night^ per tydes me na reste/

But* ^iV na force al schal be for pe beste [leaf 59]

ffor lohil seide als euer mote I jjriue

If jjat* I may yon wenche wol I swyue

Som esement ha]? lawe schapen vs

ffor John per is a lawe jjat* seith ))us 4180
That* if* a man in a poynt* be agreeued

That* in anoj^er he schal be releeued

Oure corn is stolen soplj it is no nay

And we han had an ylle fitte to day 4^34
And syn I schal haue noon amendeme?2t

Agayn my losse I wol haue eseme?<t

By goddes sale it* sal nan o|)ir be

This lohn answerde Alayn so mot* I pe 4ig8
The meller is a pe^-ilous man he sayde

And if* paV he out* of his slape abrayde

he mighte don vs bojje a vilanye

Alayn answerde I counte him nought* a flye 4192

And vp he rist* and by pe Avenche he crepte

This wenche lay vprighf and faste slepte

Til he so neigh was or sche mighte spye

That* it* hadde been to late for to crye 4196
And schortly for to seyn ])ey Avere at* oon

jSTow play alayn for I wol speke of* loon

This lohii hj) stille a forlong* wey or tuo

And to himself* he make]? Yonpe and wo 4200
Alias quod he J)is is a wikke lape

Now may I sayn J?at* I is but an ape

3et hajj my felaw somwhat* for his harm
he has pe myllers doughter in his arm^ 4204
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he auntred liini and hajj his iieedes spedde

And I lye as a draf* sak^ in my bedde

And whan |)is lape is told ano])er day

I schal be holde a daffe a Cokenay 4208

I wol arise and aiinter it by my faith

vnhardy is vnseely as men saith

And vp he ros and softely he went^

vnto Jje cradift and in his hand it hent [leaf 50, back] 4212

And bar it softe vnto his beddes feet

Sone after . pe wif liire routyng* leet^

And gan to wake and went hire out^ to pisse

And com agayn and gan hir cradel mysse 4216

And groped heer and |)er but sche fond noon

Alias quod sche I hadde almost^ mys goon

I hadde almost* goon to Jje clerkes bedde

Ey benedicite j^an hadde I foule y-spedde 4220

And for]) sche go]) til sche ]^e cradil fond

Sche grope}) alwey for])er with hire bond

And fond ])e bed and Jjoughte nought* but"* good

By cause Jjat* pe cradel by it stood 4224

And nyste wher sche was for it v/as derlc*

Buf faire and wel sche crepe in to })e clerk^

And lith ful stille and wolde haue caught* a slepe

With-Inne a while ])is lohn ])e clert vp lepe 4228

And on J)is goode wijf he lei]? on sore

So mery a fitte ne hadde sche not* ful yore

he prikej) harde and deepe as he were madde

This loly lyf* ban pise tuo clerkes ladde 4232

Til Jjat* Jje firidde cok* bygan to synge

Aleyn wax wery in fie dawenynge

ffor he hadde swonken aft j)e longe nyght*

And sayde far wel Malyn sweete wight 4236

The day is come I may no lenger byde

But* euermoo wher so I go or ryde

I am J)in oughne cleric* so haue I hele

Now deere lem??ian quod sche go far wele 4240
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Biit^ or |30u go 00 ]3ing^ I wol jjo telle

Whan j^at^ jjou wendest^ homward by ]?e melle

Eight* at* J)e entre of* ))e dore behynde

Thou schalt* a cake of* half* a biisshel fynde 4241

That* was y-maked of* ]?iii oughne mole

Which J)at* 1 hilpe my sire for to stele

And goode lewnnan god pe sane and keepe/

And with ]?at* word almost* sche gan to weepe [leafooj 4248

Alayn vprist* and poiight* or j^at^ it* dawe/

I wol go creepen in by my felawe/

And fond fie cradel wij? his hond anon

])y god jjonght* he al wrang* I haue mysgon 4252

Myn heed is toty of* my swynk*/ to nyght

That* make]) me fiat* I go nought* aright*

I wot* wel by jje cradel I haue mysgo

here litli Ipe meller and his wijf* also 4256

And forth he go]? on twenty deuelway

vnto pG bed per as pe meller lay

he wende haue cropen) by his felawe lohii

And by pe mellere in he creep anoon 4260

And caught* him by J^e necke and softe he spalv*

he seyde fiou John Jjou swyneshed awalv*

ffor cristes sawle and heer a noble game/

ffor by ])at* lord J^at* called is saint* lame 4264

As I haue juries in fiis schorte night*

Swyued pe mellers cloughter bolt* vprigh[t]

Whil pou hast* as a coward ben agast

fie false harlot* quod J^e meller hast 4268

A fals traitour false clerk* quod he

f}ou schalf be ded by goddes dignite

Wlio durste be so bolde to disiDarage

My doughter pat* is comen of* sucli lynage 4272

And by fie firote bolle he caught* alayn

And he hent* him dispitously agayn

And on pe nose he smot* him with his fiste/

Doun ran pe bloody strecn vpon his briste . 4276
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And in pe floor with nose and mouth to-broke

|?ei walwe as do]) tuo pigges in a poke

And vp f)ai gon and doiin a-gayn anoon)

Til Ipaf jje mailer spurned at^ a stoon 4280

And doun he fel bakward vpon liis wijf^

Thafc^ wiste noJ)ing^ of jjis nyce strijf^

fi'or sche was falle a sleejDe a litel wight^

With John J?e clerk^ j^at waked hadde al j^e night^ [leaf r>o, back]

And with j^e falle out of* hir sleep sche brayde

help holy cros of bromehohn sche sayde/

In manus tuas lord to pe I calle

Awake Symond pe feend is on me falle 4288

INIyn lierte is broken help I nam but^ ded

Ther lij) on vp my wombe and vp myn heed

help Symkyn for J?e false clerkes figlite

This lohn starte vp as fast^ as euer he mighte 4292

And grasped by Ipe walles to and fro

To fynde a staf* and sche stert^ vp also

And knew pe estris bet* Jian did J}at* lohfi

And by ]je wal a staf* sche fond anon 4296

And saugh a litcl schymeryng^ of"^ a light/

fFor at* an hole in sclioon |)o moone bright*

And by ])at* light* sche saugh hem hope tno

But* sikerly sche nyste Avho was who 4300

But* as sche saugh a whit* j^ing^ in hir eye

And whan sche gan J)is wiiite J^ing-* aspye

Sche wende jje clerk* had wered a volupcr

And wi]? ]?e staf* sche drough ay ner and ner 4304

And wende han hitte |;is alayn atte fuUe

And smot* ]}e meller on pe jDilede skullo

That* do Lin he gotli and cryed harrow I dye

This clerkes beet* him weel and leet* him 13'e 4308

And greyjjen hem and tooke here hors anon

And eek* here mele and on here wey ])ey goon

And atte Mille yet* j^ai toke here cake/

Of* half-* a busschel floui ful wel y-bake 4312
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Thus is ])e proucle Meller wel y-bete

And liajj y-lost ])e gryndyug^ of^ Ipe wliete

And payed for ])e soper euery dele/

Of* Alayn and of* lolin ]?at* bette him weel 4316

his wyf is swyued and his doughter als/

lo swich it is a mellere to be fals

And jjerfore pis p/'ouerbe is seyd ful soth

him jjar nat^ weene wel fat* yuel do]? [leaf ei] 4320

A giloiir schal himself* begyled be/

And god j^at* sittej? highe in mageste/

Saue alt jjis companye grete and smale

Thus haiie I qnytte Ipe meller in my tale 4324

[No gap in the AlS.]
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The Coot of london wliil pe Reiie spak^

ffor ioye he jjoughte he clawed him on Jje bat

ha ha quod he for cristes passioiin

This meller haj) a scliarp conclusioun 4328

vpon his argument of^ herbergage

We[l] seide Salamon in his langage/

Ne bryng< nat euery man in to jjin lions

ffor herberwyng^ be night^ is perilous 4332

Wei oughte a man auysed for to be

Whom IpaV he broughte in to his jJnuite

I praie to god so yene me sorwe and care

If euere sithen I highte hogge of* of* ware 4336

herde I mellere bettre y-set a werke

he hadde a lape of* malice in ]>& derke/

And |?erfore if* 30 vouche sauf^ to heere/

But^ god forbede Jjat^ we stynte heere 4340

A tale of* me jjat* am a pouere man

I wol yow telle as wel as euer T can

A litel lape j^at* fil in oure Citee

Oure oost* answerde and seide I g?*camte it jje 4344

JN^ow telle on Eoger loke ]jat* it* be good

ffor many a paste hast jjou latyn blood

And many a lakke of* Douer hast ]70U sold

That* ha]j ben twyes hoot* and twyes cold 4348

Of* many pilgrym hastow cristes curs

ffor of*
J)y

persely 3it* jjey fare Jje wors

|?at* )7ei liaue eten wif) ]?e stubbul goos

ffor in pj schoppe is many a flye loos 4352

jSTow tel on gentil Roger by pi name

But* yet I preye pe be not* wrof) for game

A man may say ful soth in game and play

Thou seist^ ful so]) q^fiod Eoger by my fay [leaf 61, bacio 435 G
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But' so]} play quad play as pe flemyng< seitli

And jjerfore lierry baillyf by ])i feith

Be ])0u nou^t^ wroth or vre departen lieere

Though ]?at my tale be of^ an Ostelleere 4360

But^ naj)eles I wol not^ tellen it^ 31
1^

But^ or we 2:)arte I-wys ])0u schalt* be quyt

And J7er wi]? al he lougli and made cheere/

And saide his tale as -^e sclial after lieere 4364

[No gap in tlie MS.]
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Incipit fabula C"? iiij'7

Prentys wliilom dwelled in cure Citee

And of a craft^ of* vitaillers was he

Gaillard lie was as goldfyncli in ])e scliawe

Broun as a berye a propur schort^ felawe/ 4368

Wib lokkes blake y-kempt^ ful fetysly

Daunce he couthe so wel and lolyly

That he was cleped Perkyn Reuolour

he was as ful of loue prt?"amour 4372

As is ])e hyue ful of hony sweete

Wei was ])G wenche with him mighte meete

At^ euery brydale wolde he synge and hoppe

he louede bet^ j^e tauerne pan ])Q schoppe 4376

ffor whan j^er any rydyng^ was in chepe

Ouf of ]je schoppe |)ider wolde he leepe

Til IpiiV he hadde al jje sight* y-seyn

And daunced wel wolde he not^ come ageyn 4380

And gadered him a meyne of his sorte

To hoppe and synge and maken such desporte

And J)ere jjei setten steuene for to mete

To pleyen atte dys in such a streete 4384

ffor in jje toun nas Jjer no prentys

That* fairere couJ?e caste a paire of dys :

Than Perkyn cou]?e and jjer-to he was fre

Of his dispense in place of priuite/ 4388

That* fond his maister wel in his chaffare/

ffor ofte tyme he fond his box ful bare

ffor sikerly a prentys Eeuelour [leaf 62]

That* hauntejj dys ryot* or paramour 4392

his maister schal it* in his schoppe abeye

Al haue he not* part^ of jje menstralcye

ffor theft* and riot* j^ei ben conuertible

Al conne he play on gyterne or Eubible 439G
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Pteuel and trouthe as in a lougli degre

])?j been ful wro]?e alday as men may se

This lolif^ prentys with his maister bood

Til he were neigh out of his prentyshood 4400

Al were he snybbed hope erly and late

And som tyme lad with Renel to Newgate

But atte last^ his mayster him bijjoughte

vpon a day whan he his paper soughte 4404

Of* a pronerbe ))at* seip Ms same word

Wei bette is roten appul out* of* hord

])an ]?at* it* rotye al j^e remenant

So fare]) it by ])e riotous seruant 4408

It is ful lasse harm to late it pace

J?anne he schende all Ipe senvdiit^ in Ipe place

Therfore his mayster 3af* him a quitance

And bad him go with sorwe and with meschance 4412

And ]?us J) is loly prentys hadde his leue

NoAV lat* him riote al J^e night* or leue

And for ]?er nys no fieef* wij^outen a lowke

That* helpe]? him to wasten and to sowke/ 441

G

Of* |)at* he brybe can or borwe may

Anon lie sente his bedde and his array

vnto a Coupif^'e of his owne sorte

That* louede dys and Reuel and disporte 4420

And hadde a wyf* ]?at* heeld for contynance/

A schoppe / and sw^nied for liire sustynance.

[No break in the MS.]
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[THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.]

Incipit ffal)ula/

Itlien & lestene)) and herkenej? aright^

And 30 schiiUe heeren of^ a doughty knight^

Sire Io!in of^ Boundys was his name

lie cou])e of norture and niochil of game . 4

Thre sones be knidit^ hadde and with his "body he hem wan

The eldest^ was a moche schrewe and sone he bigan

his brejjeren loiied wel here fader and of* him were agasf

The eldest^ deserue]) his faderes ours & hadde it atte last^ 8

The goode knight^ his fader lyiied so yore

Thaf dep was comen him to and handlid him ful sore/

The goode knight^ cared sore silc^ j^er he lay

how hise children schulde Ij^ien after his day 12

he hadde ben wyde wher hut^ non housbond he was

AUe ])e lond jjaf he hadde it^ was verrey pnrchas

ffayn he wolde it were dressed among' hem alk

That* eche of hem hadde his part* as it mighte falle 16

Tho sente he in to centre after wise knightes

To helpen delen his londes and dressen hem to rightes

he sent* hem word by lef/res Ipej scholden hy^e blyue

If ]jey w^olde speke ^xi]) him whil he was on lyue 20
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The ]je knightes herden seel^ J)af he lay

hadde j?ei no reste nei]?er night* ne day

Til pei comen to him ]?er he lay stille

On his dej) bedde to ab^^de goddes wille 24

Thanne seyd ]je goode knighf sylv* per he lay

lordes I 3011 warne for so]?e wijjoiiten nay

I may no lengere lyuen heer in pis stounde

ffor jjorugh goddes wille deth drawe]? me to grounde/ 28

Ther nas noon of* hem aft pat* herde him aright

That* pay hadden reiijje of^ ]?at ilke knight*

And seyde sire for goddes lone dismaye 30U nought*

God may don boote of* bale paV is now y-wrought* 32

Than spak* pe goode knight* sike pev he lay

Boote of* bale god may sende I wot* it is no nay

But* I beseke 3on knightes for pe lone of* me

Gojj and dresseth my lond among* my sones pre 36

And for pe lone of* god dele]? hem nat* amys

And for3eteJ) nought* Gamelyn my 3onge sone J^at* is

TakeJ) heede to paV oon as wel as to paf ojier

Seelde 3e see ony heir heljDen his broj^er 40

Tho leeten pej pe knight* lyen ]jat* was not in hele [leafc;?]

And wenten in to counseilt his londes for to dele/

ffor to delen hem aft to oon was here ]?ought

And for gamelyn was yongest* he scholde haue nought* 44

Alle pe lond jjat* Jjer was pai dalten it it* tuo

And leeten Gamelyn pe 3onge wi]}oute lond go

And ech of* hem seyde to oj^er ful loude

his brejjeren mowe 3iue him lond whan he good coude 48

Whan pei hadde deled pe lond at* here wille

Thei camen to pe knight* jjere he lay ful stille

And tolden him anon) how ]jei hadden Avrought

And pe knight* per he lay liked it* right* nought* 52

Than seide pe knight* by seint* Martyn

ffor al paV ^e haue don 3it* is j^e lond myn

ffor goddes loue neighebours stonde]? alle stille

And I wol dele my lond right* after my wille/ 5Q
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lohii niyn eldeste sone sclial haiie plowes fyue

That^ was my fadres heritage wliil he was on lyue

And my myddelest* sone fyue plowes of^ londe

That^ I halp for to geten with my rights honde CO

And alt niyn ojjer purchas of^ londes and leedes

That^ I bequej^e Gamelyn and alt my goode steedes

And I beseke :?ou goodo men ]?at^ lawe conne of londe

ffor Gamelynes loue Jjaf my beqneste stonde 64

Thus dalte Ipe knight^ his lond by his day

Right^ on his de]) bedde sik* jjer he lay

And sone afterward he lay stoon stille

And deyde whan tyme com as ifc^ was cristes wille 68

Anon as he was deed and vnder gras graue

Sone ]pe oldere broJ)er gylede ])e yonge knaue

he toolv^ in to his liond his lond and his leede

And Gamelyn himselue to clo])en and to feede 72

he clo))ed him and fedde him yuel and eek^ wrojje

And leet^ his londes and his houses bo]?e

his parkes and his woodes and dede no ])ing^ wel

And sethen he it aboughte on his faire fel 76

So longe was Gamelyn in his bro]?eres halle [leaf 63, back]

ffor Jje strengeste of good pei douteden him alle

Ther was non per-Inne nowj^er ^ong* ne olde

That* wolde wrajj]?e Gamelyn were he neuer so bokle 80

Gamelyn stood on a day in his brojjeres ^erde/

And bygan with his bond to handlen his berde

he pought^ on his londes j^at^ layen vnsawe

And his faire Okes jjat* doun were drawe 84

his parkes were broken and his deere reued

Of alt his goode steedes non was him bileued

hise houses were vnhiled and ful yuel dighf

Tho ])oughte Gamelyn it* wente nought^ aright^ 88

Afterward cam his broJ)er walkynge ]?are

And seyde to Gamely is oure mete yare

Tho wra])]5ed him Gamelyn and swor by goddes book^

])ou schat^ go bake ])i self I wol not* be Ipi coolv* 92
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how brojjer Gamelyn / liow answerest* ]?ou now

Thou spake neucr such a word as J?ou dost now

By my iaip sayde Gamelyn now me jjinke]? neede

Of* att ]je harmes paV I haue I took* neuer are heede 9G

My parkes ben y-broken and my deer bireued

Of* myn armure and my steedes nought* is me bileued

Alle jjat* my fader me biquajj al go]) to schame

And ])er fore haue jjou goddes curs bro]}er by ]?y name 100

Thanne bispak* his bro]?e?' ])at rape "vras of* rees

Stond stille gadelyng* and hold right* ]?i pees/

Thou schalt* be fayn for to haue ])i mete and ]ji wede

What* spekest* Jjou Gamelyn of* lond oj^er of* leede 104

Than seyde Gamelyn jje cliild j^at* was ying*

Cristes curs mote he haue ])at* clepe]) me gadelyng*

I am no worse gadelyng* ne no worse \\dght*

But* born of-' a lady and geten of* a knight* 108

lS[e durste he not* to Gamelyn neer a foote go

But clepede to him his men and seyde to hem I o

Go]) and bete]) ])is body and reue]) him his wit/

And lat* him lere ano])er tyme to answere me bet* 112

Than seyde ])e child yonge Gamelyn) [leaf 64 a]

Cristes curs mot* ])ou haue bro])er art/ ])ou myn
And if"* I schal algate be beten anon

Cristes curs mote ])ou haue but* ])ou be ])at* oon 116

And anon his bro])er in ])e grete hete

Made his men to fette staues Gamelyn to beete

Whan J)at* euerych of hem hadde a staf* T-nomen

Gamelyn was war ])o he seigh hem comen) 120

Tho Gamelyn seigh hem comen he loked ouer att

And was war of* a pestel stood vnder a watt

Gamelyn was light* and ])ider gan he lepe

And drof* alle his bro])eres men right* soone on an heepe

he loked as a leon a layde on good won 125

Tho his bro])er seigh J)at* he bigan to gon

he fleigli vp in til a loft* and schette Ipe dore fast*

Thus Gamelyn wi]) his pestelle made hem agast* 128
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Somnie for gamelynes loue and some for his eye

Ait jjei drowen by halues Jjo he bigan to pleye

What* now seyde Gamelyn yiiel mof jjou ])ee

Wil ye bigynne contek* and so soone flee 132

Gamelyn sought^ his brojier' whider he was flowe

And saugh wher he loked out* at* a.wyndowe

Bro]?er saide Gamelyn come a litel neer

And I wil teche ]?e a play atte Bokeleer 1 36

his hvolper him answerde and sayde be seinf Eichere

Whil ])e pestel is in ])in bond I wol come no neer

Bro])er T wel make ])y pees I swere by cristes oore/

Casf a-way ]?e pestel and wra])j)e ]?e nomore 1 40

I moot* neede sayde Gamelyn wra]?pe me at oones

fFor ])ou wolde make ]?i men to breke my boones

Ne hadde I had mayn and might* in myn armes

To liaue hem driiien fro me j^ei wolde haue do me harmes

Gamelyn sayd his broj?er be ])oii nought* wroj) 145

ffor to see J)e haue harm were me right* lo]j

I dide it nought* brojjer but* for a fondyng*

ffor for to loken or ])ou were strong* a7id art* so 3ing* 148

Com a doun pan to me and graunte me my boone [leafoiffl.back]

Of* ])ing* I wol Jie asken and we schul saugh te soone

Doun ]?an cam his brojjer j)at* fikel was and felle

And was swithe sore agast* of* jje pestelle 152

he seyde brojjer Gamelyn aske me jjy boone

And loke ]}0U me blame but I it* g?'aunte soone

Thanne seyde Gamelyn bro])er y-wys

And we schulle ben at* on pon most me g?-rtunte ]}is 156

Al jjat* my fader me biquath whil he was on lyue

Thou most* do me it haue if* we schulle nou3f stryue

That* schalt* ))0U haue Gamelyn I swere by cristes oore

Al ])at* Jji fader ]je byquath ])ough ])ou woldest* haue more

Thi lond ])at* lieth laye wel it schal be sowe 161

And ))ine houses reised vp ]?at* ben y-leyd so lowe

Thus sayde J)e Iniight* to Gamelyn) by mouj^e

And ])oughte of* falsnesse as he wel coujje 164
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The knights j^ouglit^ on treson and Gamelyn on noon

And went* and kissed his broker and Mdien ]?ey weren at^ ooii)

Alias yonge Gamel^ai no])ing^ he ne wist^

Wi]? such fals tresoun his bro])er him kist/ 1 G8

lijjeneth and lestenej? and hokle]? youre tonge

And 36 schul heere talkyiig"^ of^ gamelyn jje 3onge

Ther was jjer besyden cried a wrastelyng^

And jjer fore ]?er was vp y-sef a Eam and a ryng-^ 172

And Gamelyn was in wille to wende jjerto

ffor to preiien his might* what* he coujje doo

!BroJ)er seyde Gamelyn by seint* Richer

Thon most* lene me to nighf a litel courser 176

That* is freissch to j^e spores on for to ryde

I moste on an Erande a litel here besyde/

By god seyde his bro]?er of* steedes in my stalie

Go and chese jje Ipe beste spare non of alle 1 80

Of* steedes or of* coursers jjat* stonden him bj^syde

And telle me goode bro]?er whider pou wolt* ryde

here besyde bro];er is cryed a wrastlyng^

And Jjerfore schal be sette a Eam and a Ryng* 184

Moche worschipe it Avere broj^er to vs alle [i afett]

Might* I pe Ram and \ie ryng* bryngen horn to jjis halle

A steede Jjer was sadeled smartly and skeet*

Gamelyn dide a paire spores fast* on his feet 188

he sette his foot* in pe styrop ])e steede he bistrood

And toward Jje wrastelyng* pe 3onche child rood

Tho Gamelyn j:e 3onge was ryden out* atte gate

The false knight* his hvolper loked it after j^ate 192

And bisoughte ihe^u crist* jjat is heuen king<

he mighte breke his necke in ]?at* wrastlyng*

As sone as gamelyn com ther j^e place was

he lighte doun of^ his steede and stood on ])e gras 196

And Ipere he herde a ffrankelyn wayloway syng*

And bigan bitterly his liondes for to wryng^

Goode man seide Gamelj^n whi makest* })0U jiis fare

Is Jjer noman J)at* may 30U helpen out^ of* )?is care 200
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Alias seide j}is fFrankleyn jjat^ euer was I bore

ffor tweye stalwor])e sones I wene jjat I haiie lore

A cliampion is in j^e place J)at^ ha]? y-wrought^ me sorwe

ffor he ha]) slayn my tiio sones but^ if^ god hem borwe 204

I wolde 3iue ten pound by ihe6*u crist and more

Wijj fie nones I fand a man to handelen him sore

Goode man seide GamelyiD wilf ]?ou wel done

hold myn hors whil my -man drawej) of* my schone 208

And help my man to kepe my clojjes and my steede

And I wil in to Ipe place gon to loke if* I may speede

By god seide j^e ffrankeleyn it^ schal be doon

I wol my self^ be py man to drawen of^ pi schoon 212

And wende j)OU in to pa place ihcsii crist pc speede

And drede not^ of* pi clojjes nor of"* ]?i goode steede

Barfot* and vngert* Gamelyn in came

Alle pat* were in pe place heede of* him jjei name 216

how he dorste anntre him of* him to don his might*

That* was so doughty a champioem in wrastelyng* antl in fight*

\]} sterte pe Champio^^n rapely anon

Toward 3onge Gamelyn he bigan to goon) 220

And seide who is ]}i fader and who is j)i sire/ [leaf 6i 6, back]

ffor sopQ Jjou art* a gret* fool paV Jjou como hire/

Gamelyn answerde pa Champio?ai poj

Thou knewe wel my fader whil he coujje goo 224

AVhiles he was on lyue by seint* Martyn

Sire lohil of* Boundes was his name and I Gamelyii)

ffelawe seide pe Champio?Qi so mote I jjriue

I knew wel ]?i fader whil he was on lyue 228

And ]}i self* Gamelyn I wol paf jjou it* heere

"Whil ]?ou were a 3ong* boy a moche schrewe poii were/

Than seide Gamelyn and swor by cristes oore

Now I am oldere woxe ])ou schalt* fynde me a more 232

By god sayde pe champion welcome mote pou be/

Come Jjou ones in myn bond schalt* Jjou neuer pe

It* was wel wipinne pe night* and pe moone schon

Whan Gamelyn and pe Champion togidere gonne gon 236
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The champioz^n caste tomes to Gamelyn ]?at^ was preste

And Gamelyn stood stille and bad liim don his bcste

Thanne seyde Gamelyn to ]?e ehampio?in

Thou art faste aboute to bringe me doun 2 -10

Kow I haue proiied man}^ tornes of* ))ine

Thou most^ he seyde prouen on or tuo of* myne

Gamelyn to Jje champion yede smertly anocn

Of* alle ])e turnes ])&V he coujje he schewed him but oon

And kasf him on ])q left syde Jiaf ]?e ribbes to-brak* 245

And jjarto his oon arm jjat' yaf^ a gret^ crak^

J)cm seyde Gamelyn smertly anoon

Schal it be holrle for a cast^ or elles for noon 248

By god sej^de ])e champiown whej^er jjaTj* it be

he comej) oones in Jiin hond schal he neuer ]}e

Than sej^de ]>e iirankelein ])at hadde liis sone ]?ere/

Blessed be Jjou Gamelyn puf euer ])oubore were 252

The ffrankeleyn seide to ])e champion of* him stod himnoneye

This is 3onge Gamelyn j^at* taughte ]je ])is pleye

A3ein answerde ]?e Champio?m ]?at* liked no]?ing welle

he is oure alj^er maister and his pley is right* felle/ 256

SiJ)en I wrastlede ferst* it* is y-go ful yore [b..f 65]

But I was neuere my lyf* handled so sore

Gamelyn stood in pe j^lace alone wijjoute sirk*

And sayde if* fer be moo lat* he??z come to werke 260

The champion j^at* payned him to werke so sore

It* semeth by his continance jjat* he wol no more

Gamelyn in ])Q place stood stille as a stoon

[ 710 gap in the MS.^ 264

Ther was non with Gamelyn wolde wrastle more

ffor he handled })e Champion so wonderliche sore/

Tuo gentil men yemede jje place

Come to Gamelyn) god 3iue him goode grace 268

And sayden to him do on ])in hosen and ])i schoon

ffor so])e at* pis tyme ))is faire is y-done

And ])anne sayde Gamelyn so moot* I wel fare

I haue nought* 3it* haluendel sold my ware/ 272
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The sayde fie Cliampiofi so broiike I my sweere

He is a fool Jiat^ ]7e?^-of^ bye]? jjoii sellest it so deere

Tho saide Jte ffraiikeleyn that was in moclie care/

fFelawe lie sayde whi lakkest^ ])ou his ware/ 276

By seint' lame in Galeys pat^ many man ha]? sought'

yit^ it' is to good chepe Jjaf fiou hasf y-boiighf

Tho jjaf wardeynes were of* J^af wrastlyng'

Come and broughte Gamelyn jje Earn & ]?e ryng' 280

And sayde haue gamelyn Ipe Ring' and ])e Ram
ffor ])e beste wrastelere j^af euer heere cam

IT Thus wan Gamely ]?e Ram and jje Ryngi

And wente with moche loye hom in jje mornyng^ 284

his brojjer seigh wher he cam wij? j^e grete route

And bad schitte Ipe gate and holde him wij^oute

]je porter of* his lord was sore agasf

And sterf anon to pe gate and lokked it fasf 288

Now li]?e]j and lestene]? bojje ^ong' and olde/

And 36 schul heere game of Gamelyn ]?e bolde/

Gamelyn com Jjer for to haue come In

Than was if schetf faste wi]) a pyn 292

Thanne seyde Gamelyn porter vndo ])e gate/

fifor many a good mannes sone stondejj J7e?'ate [leaf 65, back]

Than answerd pe porter and swoi-^ by goddes berde

Thou ne schalf Gamelyn come in to J?is ^erde 296

Thou lixf sayde Gamelyn so brouke I my chyn

he smof j^e wikef with his foof and bralv* away pQ pyn

The porter seih jjo it mighte no bettre be

he sette foof on erjje he bigan to ilee 300

By my faij) sayde Gamelyn) paf trauaile is lore

ffor I am of' foote as lighf as ])0u jjough jjou haddest swore

Gamelyn ouertok' jje porter and his teene wrak*

And gerf him in jje necke jjaf J?e boon tobralv' 304

And took* him by Jjaf oon arm and jjrew him in a welle/

vij. fadmen if was deep as I haue herd telle/

Whan Gamelyn J^e yonge ]?us hadde playd his play

Alle ]?af in yerde weren drewen hem a-way 308
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]jei dredden Mm ful sore for wreke J>af lie wrougTit^

And for ])e faire companye j^at* he J)ider Lrouglit

Gamelyn ^ede to Ipe gate and leet^ [it] vp wyde

he leet* hem in alle jjat^ gone wolde or ryde 312

And seyde ^e be welcome wi])Outen en}' greeue

ffor we wihi ben maisteres lieere and aske no man leeue

yesterday I lefte seyde ^onge Gamelyn

In my brojjer seler .v. tonne of* wyn 316

I wol not^ Ipis companye parten a twynne

And ye wol doon after me wliil ony sope is j^rinne

And if^ my broj^er griicche or make foul clieere

Ojjer for spense of< mete and drinlc^ j^at^ we spenden licere/

I am onre catour and here oure aljjer puree

he schal haue for his grucching^ seint^ maries curse

My brojjer is a negoii I swere by cristes oore

And we wol spende largely Jjat^ he haj) spared yore S'li

And who |)at make]? grucching' ])a.V we lieere dwelle/

he schal to ])q porter in to Jje drawe welle/

vij. dayes and seue nighf Gamelyn heeld his feeste/

With mochel solace was jjere and no cheste/ 328

In a litel toret* his bro]?er lay steke

And seigh hem wasten his good but* durst* he not* speke [leuf 66]

Erly on a mornyng^ on ]}e viij^. day

The gestes come to Gamelyn and wolde gon here way 332

lordes sayde Gamelyn wil ye so hye

All ]je wyn is not* yet* drunken so brouk* I mjn ye

Gamelyn in his herte was wel woo

Whanne his gestes toke hire leue from him for to goo 336

he wolde jjei hadde dwelled lenger a?id jjai saide nay

But* bitaughten Gamel}Ti god and good day

Thus maade Gamelyn his feeste and brought* it* wel to eende

And after his gestes tok* leue to wende 340

lithe]) and lestene]} and holde]? 3oure tonge

And 3e schul heere gamen of* Gamel}Ti ]pe 3onge

herkeneth lordynges and listeneth aright^

^Hian aft gestes were goon how Gamelyn was dight* 344
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Alt ])Q wliil pat Gamelyn held his maiigerie

his brojjer jjought^ on liim be wreke with his treccherie

Tho Gamelylies gestes were riden and y-gon

Gamelyn stood anoon allone frend had he noon 348

Tho after fiil soone v/i])inne a litel stounde

Gamelyn was taken and ful harde boiinde

fFor]) com ]?e false knight^ out^ of^ j^e sellers

To Gamelyn his brojjer he 3ede ful neere 352

And seyde to Gamelyn who made pQ so bokl

ffor to stroyen my stoore of myn houshold

EroJ^er sayde Gamelyn) wrabj^e jje right" nou3t'

ffor it is many day go sij^j^en it^ was bought" 356

ffor broker |)0u hasf had by seint" Eicher

Of* fiftene plowes of lond pis xvj. 3er

And of aUe pQ beestes ]?ou hasf for]? bred

That" my fader me byquath on his deth bed 360

Of alle pis .xvj. ^eer I yiue ]}e Jje prow/

ffor ])e mete and pe drink^ paV we haue spended now
Thanne seyde j^e false knight" yuel mote he pee

herkne brojjer Gamelyn) what" I wol yiue pee/ 364

ffor of my body broj^er geten heer haue I noon

I wil make pe mjn heir I swere by scin lohil [leaf co, backj

Tar ma fay seyde Gamelyn and it so bee

And ])ou jjenke as seist" god ^elde it pe 368

No ping^ wiste Gamelyn of his hmpereB gile

Ther-fore he him begiled in a litel while/

Gamelyn seyde he o ]?i??g" I pe telle

Tho ])ou pvewe my porter in to pe drawe welle 372

I swoor in paf wrappe and in jjat grete moot

paf J)ou scholdest" be bounde bojje hand and foot

Therfore I pe bescche bro]?er Gamelyn

Lat^ me nought" be forsworns broj^er aitow myn 376

Lat" me bynds pe bo]?e hand and foots

ffor to halde myn avow as T pe bihoote

BToper seyde Gamelyn as so mote I jjee

Thou schalt" nought^ bs forsworne for pe loue of me 380
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The maden ]?ei gamelyn to sitte miglif lie not^ stonde

Til ]pei liadden liim bounde/ boj^e foot^ and lionde

The false knight' his bro]?er of' Gamelyn was agasf

And sente after feteres to feteren him atte last 384

his brojjer made lesynges on him J?er he stood

And tolde hem ])at comen In thaf Gamelyn was wood

Gamelyn stood to a post bounden in j?e halle/

Tho thaf comen in lokeden on him alle 388

Euer stood Gamelyn) euen vprighf

But mete and drink hadde he noon nojjer day ne nighf

Thanne sayde Gamelyn hio'per by mjn hals

Now I hane aspied J)OU arf a party fals 392

hadde I wisf J)af tresoii Jiaf J)ou haddest y-founde

I wolde hane youe strokes or I hadde be bonnde

Gamelyn stood bounden stille as eny stoon)

Tuo dales and tuo nightes mete hadde he noon 396

Thanne sayde Gamelyn ]?at stood y-bounde stronge

Adam spenser me ]}ink I faste to longe

Adam ]?e spenser now I beseche ])e

ffor jje moche loue my fader loued pQ 400

If* ])0u may come to jje kayes leese me ouf of' bonde

And I schal parte wij? ]:e of my free londe [leaf 67]

Thanne sayde ad«m ))af was fie spenser

I haue serued Ip'i broj^er pis .xvj. 3er 404

If* I lete jje gon ouf of his boure

he wolde say afterward I were a traitour

Adam seyde Gamelyn so brouke I myn hals

J70U schalf fynde my broj^er atte laste right fals/ 408

Ther-fore brojjer adam loose me ont of* bondes

And I wil parte with "pe of* my free londes

vp swich a forward seide adc/m y-wys/

I wol do perto al Jjat* in me is 412

Adam seyde Gamelyn also mote I jjee

I wil holde jje couenant and jjou wil lose me

Anon as adames lord to bedde was y-goon

Adam tok' pQ kayes and leef Gamelyn out a-non 416
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He vnlokked Gamelyn bo]5e liandes and feet

In hope of auaiicenie?it jjat^ he him hiheet •

Thanne seide Gamelyn Jjanked be goddes sonde

In ow I am loosed bo]?e foot^ and honde 420

hadde I now eten and drunken aright

Ther is non in jjis hons schulde bynde me J?is night

Adam tool^ Gamelyn stille as stille as eny stoon

And ladde him in to spense rapely and anooii) 424

And sette him to soper right^ in a priue stede

he bad him do gladly and Gamelyn so dede

Anon as Gamelyn hadde eten wel and fyn

And perto y-dronke wel of^ ])e reede wyn 428

Adam seyde Gamelyn what^ is now ]?y rede

ffor I go to my broj^er and gyrde of" his hede

Gamelyn seyde ad«m it schal nou3t^ be so

I can teche ])Q a reede j^at^ is worth Jie tuo 432

I wot' wel for so])e fiat' fiis is no nay

We schidle liane a mangery righf on sonday

Abbotes and Pr/ours many heer schal be

And o])er men of* holy chirche as I telle ])e 436

jjou schalf stonde vp by \q poste as ])0\\ were liond fasf

And I schal leue J)am vnloke J?af away ]>o\\ may hem caste

"Whan jjaf J?ei haue eten and wasshen here hondes
'

Thou schalf biseke hem alle to bringe pe out"' of' bondes 440

And if' jjei wil borwe Jje faf were good game

Thanne were ])ou ouf of' p?'/son and I ouf of* blame

And if* ech of' hem sey to vs nay

I schal don anof)e?' I swere by pis day 444

Thou schalf haue a good staff/ and I wol haue anope?*

And cristes curs haue ]?af oon) ])af faille]? j^af o^er

Ya for gode seyde Gamelyn I say if for me

If' I faile on my syde yuele mote I ])e 448

If-' we schuUe algate assoile hem of' here synne

Warne me brofier ad(2m whan we schul begynne

Gamelyn seyde adam by seinte charite/

I wil warne ])Q biforn whan J?af if schal be 452
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Whan I twynk^ on j^e loke for to gone

And cast^ awey ]je fetteres and come to me anoon

Ad«m seyde Gamelyn blessed be pj boones

Tliat^ is a good counsail yeuyng^ for j)e nones 456

If^ pej werne me to bringe me oiif of* beendes

I "wol sette goode strokes riglif on here iendes

Tlio ])G sonday was y-come and folli:^ to j^e feeste

ffaire j:ei were welcomed bojje leste and meeste 460

And enere as |ey atte lialt dore comen In

Thay caste j^air ybe on 3onge Gamelyii)

The false knight his bro])er and ful of trecchery

Alle ])& gestes j^at^ ])er were atte mangery 464

Of-* Gamelpi his broj^er he tolde hem vritli mou]?e/

Aft ]je harme and ])Q schame j^at* he telle coiibe

Tho ]:ei were serued of messes tuo or jjre

Thanne seyde Gameljai how serue ^e me/ 468

It* is not* wel se?-ned by god j^at* al made

That* I sitte fastyng* and ojjer men make hem glade

The fals knight* his broj^e;- ]?ere ]?at* he stood

Tolde aft his gestes ]jat Gamelyn was wood 472

And Gamelyn stood stille and answerde nough.t

Eut* adames wordes he lieeld in his J)Ought* [leuf os]

Tho Gamelyn gan speke dolfully ^ylp alle

To ))e grete lordes ])at* saten in jje halle 476

lordes he seyde for cristes passion

help to brynge Gamelyn out of* pr/soii

Thanne seyde an abbot* sorwe on his cheeke

lie schal haue cristes curs and seinte maries eeke 480

That"* j^e out* of* p/'/soun beggeth or borwetli

But* euere wor])e hem wel IpaV dop be moche sorwe

After Jiat* abbot* j^an spak* ano])er

I wolde jjin hed were offe pej J)ou were my hropcr 484

Alle Jjat* jje borwe foule moot* ]?am falle

Thus Jiei seide alle ]?at* weren in pe halle

Than seyde a pr/our yuel mote he j^riue

It* is moche sorwe & and ska]?e boy ]7at* ])ou art on hiie 488
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Ow seycle Gamelyn so brouke I my bon

JSTow I haue aspied jjat' freendes liaue I noon

Cursed niof lie Avorthe bo]?e fleisslie and blood

That euere do priour or abbot^ eny good 492

Adam Jje spenser tool^:' vp pe clo|)e

And loked on Gamelyn and seili j^at^ he was wrooth

Adam on ]je Pantrie litul he j^ought^

But* tuo goode staues to halle dore he brought^ 496

Adam looked on Gamelyn and he was war anon

And cast^ awey ]}q feteres and he bygan to goon

Tho he cam to adam he tooli^ ])aV oo staf^

And bigan to worche and goode strokes yaf" 500

Gamleyn cam in to Ipe halle and ])e spencer bothe

And loked hem aboute as Jsei hadde be wroj^e

Gamelyn sprengej? holy water with an ook spire

That^ somr/ze ])tiV stoode vpright^ felle in the fire 504

Ther was no lewed man paf in Ipe halle stood

That* wolde do Gamelyn any ])mg* but* good

r>ut* stooden besyden and lete hem boj^e werche

ifor ])ei hadde no reujje of^ men of^ men of* holy cherche 508

Abbot* or prioiir monlc* or chanoii

That* Gamelyn ouertok* anon Jjei ^eden doun) [leaf es, baei;]

Ther was non of* hem alle paV wij? his staf* niette

That* he made hem ouerj^rowe and quitte hem his dette 512

Gamelyn sayd,e adam for sainte charite/

Pay good lyueray for pe loue of* me

And I wol kepe ]?e dore so euer heere I masse/

Er |)ei ben assoiled jjer schal non passe 516

Dout* fie nou3t* seide Gamelyn) whil we ben in feere/

Kepe J}OU wel ])e dore and I wol werche heere

Stere good adam and late Jjer none flee

And we schulle telle largely how many J)er be 520

Gamelyn seyde adam do hem but* good

Tliay ben men of* holy che[rche] draw of^ hem no blood

Saue wel J?e croune and do hem non harmes

Eut' breke bofe here legges and si]?]jen here amies 524
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Thus Gameljn and ad«in wroiighte rights faste/

And pleyden witli ]?e monkes and made liem agaste/

Tliider ]?ey come rydyng^ lolyly wijj swaynes

And horn a3ein J)ei were ledde in Cartes and hi waynes 528

Tlio pei hadden alle y-don j^an seyde a gray frere

Alias sire abbot^ wliat^ dide we now heere

Tho jjaf we comen liider it was a cold rede

vs hadde ben better at* home wij) water and wij? breed 532

"Whil Gamelyn made ordres of' monkes and freere/

Euer stood his brojjer and made foul cheere

Gamelyn vp wi]) liis staf^ jjat' he wel knew

And gerte him in })e nekke J^at^ he ouerj^rew 533

A litel aboue J?e girdel jje riggebon tobarst^

And sette him in Jje feteres per he sat' arsf

Sitte jjere brojjer seyde Gamelyn

ffor to coole ]ji blood as I dide myn 540

As swifie as J^ei hadde wroken hem on here foon)

They askede water and wisshen anoon)

Whaf so??2me for here lone and somme for awe

Alle })e se?^uantz serued hem of J^e beste lawe 544

The scherreue was ]?enne but fyue myle/

And al was told him in a litel while/ [leaf go]

how Gamelyn and adam hadde don a sory res

Bounden and wounded men a3ein ]7e kinges pees 548

Tho bigan sone strif' for to wake

And ])Q scherref* aboute Gamelyn for to take

iN'ow lithe]) and lestenep so god ^iue 30U good fyn

And 30 schul heere good game of ^onge Gamelyn) 552

ffour and twenty ^onge me?2 jjaf helden ful bolde

Come to ])e scherref and seyde Jjaf pai wolde

Gamelyn and adam fette be way

The scherref' yaf' hem leue so]? as I 30U say 556

J>ei hieden faste wolde ])ay nought belynne

Til ]5ei comen to ]3e gate ]?er gamelyn was Inne

They knokken on ])e gate ])e porter was ney

And loked ouf at' an hole as man ]}at was sleigh 560
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The porter liaclde Leliolde jjam a litel wliile

he louede Gamelyn and was adrad of* gile/

And leef jje wiket^ stonde ful stille

And asked hem wij^oute what* was here wille 564

ffor all J)e grete company jjanne spalv^ hut oon

Vndo ])& gate porter and lat^ vs In gooii)

Than seyde ])e porter so brouke I my chynne

3e schul sey 3our erand er 30 comen Inne 568

Sey to Gamelyn and adaiR if jjeir wille he

We wol speke to hem two wordes or jjre

fFelaw sayde j^e porter stond j^ere stille

And I wol wende to Gamelyn to witen his wille 572

In wente pe porter to Gamelyn anoii)

And saide sire I warne 30U here hen come 3oure fooii)

The scherreues men hen atte gate

ffor to take 3on hojjo schulle 3e not* scape 576

Porter seyde Gamelyn so mote I wel pe

I wol allowe pQ pi wordes whan I my tyme see

Go a3ein to pe gate and dwelle wi]? hem a while/

And jjou schalf see right^ soone porter a gjle 580

Adam seyde Gamelyn loke pe to goone

"We haue foomen atte gate and freendes neuer oone [leaf 69, back]

It^ hen pe scherreues men ]?at^ hider hen y-comc/

Thei hen swore to-gidere j^at^ we schul he nome 584

Gamelyn saide adrcm liye be right* hlyue

And if* I faile pe pis day yuel mote I j^riue

And we schulle so welcome pe Scherreues men
That* somme of* hem schulle make here beddes in pe fen 588

Atte posterne gate Gamelyn out* wente

And a good cart* staf* in his hond he hente

Adam, hente soone anojjer gret* staf*

ffor to helpe Gamelyn and goode strokes he 3af-* 592

Adam felde tweyne and Gamelyn felde pie

That* ojjer sette feet* on erjje and bigan to flee

What* seide adam so euere heere I masse/

I haue right* good wyn / drynke or 3e passe 596
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ISTay by god sayde pai j^i drink^ is not^ good

11;^ wolde make a mannes brayn to lyen in his liood

Gamelyn stood stille and lolled liini aboute

And saide ]je scherre? come]) with a gret' route COO

Adam seide Gamelyn Avhat^ be now ]jy redes

here comej? pe scherrene and wil hane oure heedes

Adam sayde to Gamelyn my reed is now pis

Abyde we no longere if we fare amys GO

4

I rede J)at^ we to woode goon) ar ]}at^ we be founde

Bettre is if |?er louse J)an in tonne y-bonnde

Adam tol?^ by pe bond 3onge Gamelyn

And eue?^y of* hem drank* a draught* of* wyn 608

And after token here cours and wenten here way

Tho fond ))e scherreue nest* and noon ay

The scherref* lighte doun and went* in to pe halle

And fond ]>e lord fetered faste wilp alle 612

j)Q scherreue vnfetered him right* soone anon

And sente after a leche to hele his regge bon

lete we now ]?is false knight* lye in his care

And talke we of* Gamelyn and loke how he fare 616

Gamelyn in to ])e woode stalkede stille

And adam Ipe spenser likede right* ylle [leaf 70]

Adam swore to Gamelyn by seint* richeer

"Now I see it is mery to ben a spewser 620

That* leuere me were keyes to here

Than walken in jjis wilde woode my clojjes to tere

Adam sayde Gamelyn dismaye Jje right* nought^

Many good mannes childe in care is brought* 624

As ])ei tooke talking* bo]?e in feere

Adam herde talking* of men and neigh him j^ought"* ])ei were

Tho Gamelyn vnder woode loked aright*

vij. score of* ^onge men he say wel adight* 628

Alle satte atte mete compas aboute

Adam sayde Gamelyn now haue ^e no doute

After bale comes boote jjorugh goddes might*

Me ])inke)) of* mete and drynk* ]5at* I haue a sight* 632
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AJ«in lokede j?o vnder woode "bowgh.

And Ipo lie say mete he was glad ynougli

ffor he hopede to god for to haue his deele

And he was sore alonged after a good nieele G3G

As he saide 'paf word ]?e mayster outlawe

Saugh Ganielyn and adani vnder woode schawe/

3onge men seyde ])e maister by J^e god roode

I am war of* gestes god sende ys goode 64.0

3ond been tuo yonge men right^ wel adiglif

And perauenture Jier ben mo who so loked aright^

Arise]) vp yonge men and sette hem to me

If is good Jjaf we witen whaf men if be 644

vp ])ei sterten .vij. fro j^e dyner

And metten with Gamelyn and adrtm spenser

"Whan ])ei were neih hem ])an seyde paf oon

yeldej) vp yonge men ^our bowes & your floon) 648

Thanne seide Gamelyn Jjaf yong* was of* elde

Moche sorwe mote he haue ])af to yow hem 3eelde

I corse non ojjer buf righf my selue

])ey 30 fette to yow fyue Jeanne ye be twelue 652

]jo ]7ei herde by his word ]5af mighf was in his arm

There was non of* hem ])af wolde don him harm [leaf 70, badv]

Buf seide to gamelyn myldely and stille/

Com afore oure maister and say to him ])i wille 656

yonge men seyde Gamelyn by yoiu' leute/

Whaf man is 30111? maister Jiaf ye with be

AUe ]7ei answerde wij?oute lesyng^

Oure mayster is crouned of* outlawes king^ 660

Adam sayde Gamelyn go we in cristes name/

he may neyj^er mete ne drynlc* werne vs for schame/

If ])af he be kynde and come of* gentil [blood]

he wol yeue vs mete & drjmlc* and don vs som good 664

By sainf lame saide adam what* harm ]?af I gete/

I wol auenture me to ])e dore ];at* I hadde mete/

Gamelyn and adam wente for]) in feere

And pei grette ])e maister ])at* Ipej founde |)ere 668
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Than seyde jje mayster king* of^ ontlawes

What* seeke 30 yonge meu vncler ]}e woocle scliawes/

Gamelyn answerde j^e king^ wi]) liis croune

lie moste needes walke in woode J)at^ may nof walke iii towne

Sire we walke not^ heere non harm to do G73

Luf if we meete a deer to scliete ))er to

As men j^at^ ben hungry and mowe no mete fpide

And ben liarde bestad vnder woode lynde 676

Of* Gamelynes wordes ]je mayster hadde rewj?e

And seyde ye schal haue ynough haue god my treu])e

he bad hem sitte doun for to take reste

And bad hem ete and drynke and j^af of* ])& beste 680

As j^ei eeten and dronke wel and fyn

Than saide j^at* oon to pat* oj^er J)is is Gamelyn)

Tho was ]je maister out*-lawe in to counseil nome

And tolde how it / was Gamelyn j^at* jjider was y-come 684

Anon as he herde how it was byfalle

he made him maister ^Tider him oner lieni alle

Wi]?imie jje ]?ridde weke him come tydynges

To pe mayster outlawe j^at* was here kynges 688

]?at* he schulde come home his pees was maad

And of* ]?at* goode tydyng* he was fiil glaad [leaf 71]

Tho sayde he to his 3onge men sop for to telle

Me ben comen tj^dynges I may no lenger dwelle 692

Tho was Gamelyn anon wipoute tarj'yng*

Maad mayster outlawe and crouned here king^

Tho was GamehTi crouned king* of* out*-lawes

And walked a while vnder woode schawes 696

The false knight* his brojjer was scherreue and sire

And leet* his broker endite for hate and for Ire

Tho Avere his bonde men sory and noting* gladde

"Wlian Gamelyn here lord wolfes heed was cried and maad

And sente out* of* his men wher pey might* him f}Tide 701

ffor to seeke Gamel}ni vnder pe woode lynde

To tellen him tydynges the ^A^'nd was went*

And alt his good reued and his men schent 704
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"Whan jjei liad liim founden on knees pey hem setteii)

And a-doun with here hood and here lord gretten)

Sire wra])]?e you nought^ for Ipe goode roode

ffor we haue brought^ 30U tj^dynges but^ j^ei ben not< goode

]^ow is ])j brojjer seherreue and ha]? jje baillie 709

And haj) endited pe and wolfes heed dojj j^e crye

Alias sayde Gamelyn Jiati euer I was so slat

That* I ne hadde broke his necke Ipo I his rigge brak* 712

Gojj greetej) wel m.jn housbondes and wijf

I wil ben atte nexte schire haue god my lijf

Gamelyn cam wel redy to Jie nexte schire

And ]?ere was his broj^er holpe lord and sire 716

Gamelyn com boldely in to ]?e moot* halle

And putte adoun his hood among* ])e lordes alle

God saue yow lordynges ]7at* now heere be

But* broke bale* Seherreue yuel mote ])ou pee 720

Why hast* pou do me J^at* schame and vilenye

ifor to late endite me and wolues heed do me crye

Tho Jjoughte jje false knight* for to ben awreke

And leet* take Gamelyn most* he nomore speke 724

Might* IpQT be no more grace but* Gamelyn atte laste/

Was cast* in to i^r/sofi and fetered faste/ [leaf 71, back]

IT Gamelyn ha]) a bro]jer ])at* highte sire Cote

As good a knight* and heende as mighte gon on foote 728

Anon 3eede a messager to })at* goode knight*

And told hi??i altogider how Gamelyn was dight

Anon as sire Cote herde how Gamelyn was dight*

he was right sory was he no]?ing* light* 732

And leet* sadle a steede and Jie way he nam

And to his tweyne brejjeren right* soone he cam

Sire sayde sire Ote to ])e Seherreue ])0

We ben but* j)ve hie]}eren schulle we neuer be mo 736

And ]?ou hast* p?-2soned J^e beste of* vs alle

Smch ano])er broj^ei-' yuel him mote bifalle

Sire Ote seyde ])e fals knight* lat* be ])i curs

By god for ]7i wordes he schal fare ]7e wurs 740
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To Ipe kinges prisone lie is 3^-iionie

And ]?er he schal abycle to ]}e Justice come

Parde saide sire Ote bettre it sclial be

I bidde him to maymp?'/s J)at^ J:ou graiuite to me 7-1:4

Til IpQ nexte sittyng^ of deliuerance

And late panne Gamel^^n stande to his cnaunce

Brojjer in swich a forward I take him to ]?e

And by ])i fader soule IpaV Ipe bigat' and me 7-48

But^ he be redy whan pe Justice sitte

Thou schalt* here his luggement^ for ali ])i grete witte

I graunte wel seide sire Ote })at it' so be

let^ deliuere him anon and tali' him to me 752

Tho Avas Gamelyn deliuered to sire Ote his broj^er

And j^at' night' dAvelleden paf oon wij) |3af o])or

On ])2 morwe scyde Gamely ii to sire Ote ]-»e hcende

Bro]3er he seyde I moot' for sojje fro j^e weende 756

To loke how my yonge men leden here lyf*

"Whe]?er j^ey lyuen in loye or elles in strife

By god seyde sire Ote J?af is a cold rede

JSTow I se ])a,f all ]?e carlri schal falle on myn hede 7C0

ffor whan ])e lustice sitte and J)ou be nought* y-founde

I schal anon be take and in ])j stede y-bounde [leaf 72]

Bro])er sa3"de Gamelyn dismaie Ipe noughf

ITor by saint^ lame in Gales thaf many man haJ5 sought^ 764

If* |)af god ahnighty holde me my lyf* and witte

I wil be J?ere redy whan ])e lustice sitte

Thanne seide she Ote to Gamelyn god schilde ])& fro schame

Com whan ]pou. seesf tyme and bryng* vs out of blame 768

^ htheth and lesteneth and holde]) 30U stille

And 3e schulle heere how Gamelyn) hadde his wille

Gamelyn wente vnder Ipe woode Eys

And fond ]}ere plejT.ng' yonge men of* pris 772

Tho was yonge Gamelyn righf glad ynough

Wlian he fond his men vnder pe woode bough

Gamelyn and his men talked in feere

And J)ey hadde good game here maister to heere/ 776
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his men tolden him of auentiires paV ]?ei liadde y-founde

And Gameljn him tolde a3ein how he was faste bounde

Whil Gamelyn was outlawe hadde he no curs

Ther was no man p-dV for him fcrde jje wors 780

But* abhotes and pr/ours monlv* and Chanoil

On of" hem lefte he nought* whan he might* hem nom
Whil Gamelyn and his men made merjjes Ryue

The false knight* his brojjer yuel mote he jjriue 784

ffor he was faste aboute ho'pe o day and o]?er

ffor to hire jje queste to hangen his brojjer

Gamelyn stood on a day and he biheeld

The woodes and ])q schawes in ]?e wilde feeld 788

he jjought* on his bro])er how he him behcet

}pat* he wolde be redy whan ]?e lustice seet

he j^oughte wel jjat* he wolde wifoute delay

Come afore fe lustice to keepen his day 792

And seide to his yonge men dighte yow 3are

ffor whan ]ig lustice sitte we mote be jjare

ffor I am vnder borwe til j^at* I come/

And my bro]?er for me to prison schal be nome 79

G

By seint* lame seide his 3onge men and Ipoii rede ])ertoo

Ordeigne how it schal be and it schal be do [leaf i^:, buck]

Whil Gamelyn was comyng* per ]?e lustice satte

The false knight* his broj^er for-yatte he not* Jjatte 800

To hire ]?e men on his quest* to hangen his bro])er

Though ))ey hadde nought* j?at oon he wolde haue j^at o])er

Tho cam Gamelyn fro vnder woode Eys

And broughte with him 3onge men of-* prys 804

I se wel seyde Gamelyn the lustice is sette

Go aforn ad«m and loke how it spette

Adam wente in to ])e halle and loked all aboute

he seih jjere stonde lordes bo]?e grete and stoute 808

And sire Ote his broper fetered wel fast*

Tho went* adani out of* halle as he were agast

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawes alle

Sire Ote stant* fetered in ]?e moot* halle 812
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yonge men sayde Gamelyn ]jis j^ey lieeren alle

Sire Ote stant^ fetered iu jje moot^ lialle

If god yif vs grace Avel for to do

lie schal if abegge ]?at^ it broughte Jjerto 816

Thanne seyde Gamelyn ]?at lokkes hadde liore

Cristes curs most* lie liaae ]}at* liim^ bond so sore
[o uie'mi'^''^^^

And ]:ou wolf Gamelyn don after my i-eed

Tlier is non in pe halle schal bere awey Lis heed 820

Adam seyde Gamelyn we wille nought* doon so

We wol sle ])e gultyf* and late ]?e ojjer go

I wil in to \)Q halle and wi]} Ipe Justice speke

On hem jjaf ben gultyf* I wol ben a-wreke 824

late non scape af j^e dore yonge men take yeme

ffor I wol be Justice Ipis daj doonies to decme

God speede me ]}is day at* my newe ^verk*

Adam com vdth me for ])ou sclialf be my clerk^ 828

his men answerde him and bad him don his best*

And if* ])0U to vs haue neede J^ou schalt* fynde vs preste

"We mln stande with jje whil ]}at we may dure

And but* we werken manly pay vs non hure 832

Yonge men sayde Gamelyn so mot* I wel jjee/

As trusty a maister ye schal f^'iide of* me [leaf 73]

Right Ipev ])e Justice sat* in ]:e halle

In wente Gamelyn amonges hem alle 836

Gamelyn leet* vnfettere his broj^er out* of* bende

Thanne seide sire Otes his broj^er pat* was heende

Thou haddest* almost* Gamelyn dwelled to longe

ffor j^e queste is out* on me J)at* I scholde hongf 840

Bro]?er seide Gamelyn so god yif* me good rest

Tliis day ]?ey schul ben hanged jjat* ben vpon ]?e quest*

And Jje lustice hope jjat* is ])e lugge man

And ]?e schirriue bo]je Jiorugh him it bigan 844

Thanne seyde Gamelyn to pe lustise

^ow is
J)y

power don J)ou most* nedes arise

Thou hast* yiuen doonies ]?at* ben yuel dight*

I wil sitten in ])i sete and dressen hem aright 848
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The lustice sat^ stille and rocs noiiglit^ anoori)

And Gamelyn cleuede his cheke boon

Gamelyn tok^ him in his amies and nomore spalc*

Biit^ pvewe him oner pe barre and his arme tobrak' 852

Durste non to Gamelyn seye but^ good

ffor fered of fe companye J?at^ wijjoute stood

Gamelyn sette hi??? donn in jje lustices sete

And sire Otes his brojjer by him and adam at his feef 856

Whan Gamelyn wixs sette in pe lustices sete/

herkne of* a bourde IpaV Gamelyn dede

he leet^ fetere ]je lustice and his false brother

And leet^ hem come to jje barre ftat^ oon wi]) jjaf opev 860

Tho Gamelyn hadde Jjus y-don hadde he no rest

Til he hadde enquered who was on jje quest

ffor to deemen his brojjer sire Otes for to honge

Er he wiste which jjei were he Jjoughte ful longe 864

But^ as sone as Gamelyn wiste wher jjey were

he dede hem euerichon feteren in fere

And bringen hem to jje barre and sette hem in Rewe

By my faith seide fe lustice pe Scherreue is a schrewe/ 868

Thanne sayde Gamelyn to |3e lustice

Thou hast* youe doomes of* ]?e wors assise [leaf 73, back]

And jje .xij. Sisours thaf weren of" pe queste

They schulle ben hanged Jjis day so haue I good reste 872

Thanne seyde pe Scherreue to yonge Gamelyn

lord I crye pe mercy hmper art* ])ou myn)

Ther-fore saide Gamelyn haue ])ou cristes curs

ffor and jjou were maister yet* I schulde haue wors 876

ffor to make schort* tale and nought* to long*

he ordeigned him a queste of* his men so strong*

The lustice and pQ Scherreue bej? honged hye

To weiuen with pe Ropes and with pe wynd drye 880

And pe .xij Sisours sorwe haiie )?at* rekke

Alle pej were hanged faste by pe nekke

Thus endeth pe false knight* with his treccherie

That* euer hadde lad his lyf* in falsnes cmd folye 884
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lie was hanged by ]?e neeke and nought* by ]?e purs

That* was pe meede |)af he hadde for his fadres curs

Sire Otes was eldest* and Gamolyn was ying*

Wenten with here frendes and passed with ])c king^ 888

They made pees with ]>& king* of* Ipe best* assise

The king^ loued wel sire Ote and made him Justice

And after J?e king* made GameljTi bo]?e in est* and west*

Cheef* Justice of* his fre fforest* 892

Alle his wighte yonge men jje king* for-yaf* here gilt*

And si]}j?en in good office ]}e king* ha]? alle hem j)ilt*

IT Thus wan Gamelyn liis lond and his leede

And wrak* him of* his enemys and quitte hem here meede 806

And sire Ote his broker made him his heir

And sipjjen wedded Gamelyn a wyf* a good and a fair

They lyueden togidere whil Jjat* crist* wolde

And si])j)en was gamelyn grauen vnder molde 900

And so schal we alle may Jjer noma?? flee

God bring* vs to ])e loye ])at"* euer schal be AmcX -pour charite

[N'o gap in the MS.']
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[NOTICE—Inasmuch as, after the Man of Law's Tale^

the order of the Tales in the Corpus MS differs from the
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is suspended till all the Tales before the SMpman's in the
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GEOIJP B. T^^^'TfAGMENT ID

§ 1. MAN OF LAWS HEAD-LINK.

CORPUS MS.

O'WTre oosf saugli wel faf by pe brighte sonne .C^.v"".

The arl^ of^ his artificial day hadde ronne

The ferjje part' of' half' an hour and moore

And J)ough he were noughf deepe experf in lore [leaf 74]

he "wisf it was ]?e xviij.^ day

Of'Aprille ]3af is messager to May
And sangh wel Jjaf )je schadwe of* enery tree

"Was as in lengjje pe same qnantite 8

That* was J}e body erect jjat' caused it*

And Jjerfore by ])e schadewe he took* his wif

Thaf Phebus which jjaf schon so cler and bright*

Degrees was xlv clombe on highf 12

And for faf day as in jjaf latitude

If was ten atte clokke he gan conclude

And sodeinly he plight* his hors aboute

lordynges quod he I warne 30U alle jjis route 16

The ferjje party of* J)is day is gon

Now for ]je loue of* god and of" seinf lohn

lese]? no tyme as ferforth as ye may

Lordinges J?e time if waste]? nighf and day 20

And stele]) from vs what priuely slepyng*

And whaf Jjurgh necligence in oure waking*

As doth ]}& streem Jiaf turne]? neuer agayn

Descendyng* from pe mountayn in to playn 24

Wel can senek* and many a Philosophre

Biweilen tyme more ])an gold in cophre

ffor los of* catelle may recouered be

But* los of* tyme schende]? vs quod he 28
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156 GROUP B. § 1. MAN OF LAW's HEAD-LINK. CoipUS MS.

It^ wil nouglit^ come agayn wijjouten drede

Nainore jjan Avile Malkyns maydenliede

Whan sche lia]) lost^ it / in hir wantonnesse

lat^ vs nought^ mowlen ])us in ydelnesse 32

Sire Man of lawe quod he saue 30 blis

Tel vs a tale anon) as forward is

ye be submitted ])urgh your free assent*

To stonde in ])is cas of' my luggemenf 36

Aquite]) 30W now of" ^oure beheste

Thanne haue ^e doon your deuer atte leste

Oost* quod he depardeux ich assente

To breke forward is nought* my;^ entente [leaf 71, bacio

Biheste is dette and I wil holde fayn

Al my biheste I can no bettre sain

ffor swich lawe as a man yeuejj ano'per wight*

he schulde himself* vsen if by right* 44

Thus wile oure text* but najjeles certein

I can right* now no Jirifty tale sein

That* Chaucer ])ough he can but* lewedly

On metris and in rymyng* craftily 48

ha]) sayd hem in such englissh as he can

Of* olde tyme as knowej) many a man

And if* he haue nought* seyd hem leeue broj^er

In book* / he haj) seyd hem in anojjer 52

ffor he ha]) told of* louers vp and doii

Mo ])an Ovide made mencion

In his Epistles Jjat* been ful olde

What* scholde I tellen hem sen ])ei ben tolde 56

In you])e he made of* Ceys and alcione

And si])})en ha]) he spoke of* euerychone

Thise noble wyfes and Jiese louers eeke

Who so J)at* wile his large volom) seeke 60

Cleped ])e seintes legende of* Cupide

Ther may he seen ])e large woundes wyde

Of* lucresse & of* Babilan Tisbe

The swerd of* Dido for ])e fals Ene 64

CORPUS 156 (6-T. 130)



SIX-TEXT 131

GROUP B. § 1. MAN OF LAW's HEAD-LINK. CoipUS MS. 157

The tree of^ Phillis for liire Demepb.oii)

The pleynt^ of* Dyanyre and of Ermion

Of* Adriane and of* ysyphile

The barayne ysle stondyng* in ])e see G8

The dreynt* leander for his Erro

The teeres of* helyne and eek* ])e woo

Of* Brixseyde and of* Jje ladomya

pe cruelte of* queen medea 72

The litel children hangyng* by Jje hals

ifor Jje lason ])at* was of* lone so fals

Of* ypmistra Penolope Alceste

youre wifhode he comendeth wij? jje beste Deaf 75]

But* certeinly no word ne write]? he

Of* pikke wicke ensample of Canace

That* loued hir owne brother synfully

Of* suche cursed stories I sei fy 80

Or elles of* Tyro Appoloneus

how ])at* \)G cursed king* Antiochus

JBiraft* his doughter of* hir maydenhede

That* is so horrible a tale for to rede 84

Whan he hir ])rew jjorugh ]?e pament*

And jjerfore he of* ful auisement*

Nolde neuer write in none of* his sermons

Of* which vnkynde abhominacioiis 88

Ne I ne wil not* reherce if* j^at* I may

But* of* my tale how schal I don ])is day

Me were lo]j be likned douteles

To muses fiat* men clepen pieriedes 92

Methamorphoseos wot* what* I mene

But nafeles I recche nought* a bene

Though I come after him with hawe bake

I speke in prose and lat* him Eimes make 9G

And with ]?at* word he with a sobre chere

Bigan his tale as 36 schal after heere.
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SIX-TEXT 132

158 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW'S TALE. PROL. CorpUS MS.

[PROLOGUE OF THE MAN OF LAWS TALE.]

[Tliere are no breaks in the MS between stanzas or Paiis.]

H Incipit ffabula.

Hateful liarni condicioii of^ jDouerf

With tliurst^ with cold with hnnge?* he conlbundeth

To asken helps ]je schameji in j^in hert*

If' J30U now axe wi]) neede art' ])on so wounded 102

That' verray neede vnwrappeth al jji wounde hid

Maugre ])in heed ]30u mosf for Indigence

Or stele orbegge or Lorwe pi dispence 105

Thou blamesf crisf and seisf ful bitterly

he mys departe]? richesse temporal

Thy neyghebour jjou witesf synfully

And seisf Jjou hasf to litel and he ha]? al 109

Par fey seistow somtyme he rekene schal

Whan Jiaf his tail schal brennen in ])e gleede

ffor he noughf helpej? needeful in here neede [leaf 75, back]

IT Herkne whaf is ])e menyng' of ]je wise

Bef is to deyen Jjan haue Indigence

Thi self' neighebore wile jje dispise

If* ])0u be pouer far wel ])i reue?'ence 116

yet' of' ]je wise man talv' ])is sentence

Alle ])e dayes of' pore men ben wikke

Be war Jjerfore or |)ou come in }?af prikke 119

IT If ])ou be pouere fi brojjer hateji Jie

And alle J)i freendes fleen fro ]}e alias

Biche marchantz ful of' wele be

O noble prudenf folk' as in jjis cas 123

youre bagges ben noughf filled with ambes aas

But with Sis Cynk* ])af renne]) for 30ur chance

Af Cristes masse merye may ^e daunce 126
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GROUP E. § 2. MAN OF LAW'S TALE. PROL. CorpUS MS. 159

IT ye seeken loncl and see for 30111-' wynnynges

As wys foll^ jjat^ knowen alle thestat^

Of* regnes ^e ben fadres of* ty])inges

And tales "botlien of* pees and of* debat* 130

I were right* now of"* tales desolat*

Nere fiat* a marcliant* gon is many a yere

Me tauglit* a tale which as ye schal heere 133

\^As there is no room in this print for the Latin notes in the

margin of the 3IS, they are put here, with the 7mmhers of the lines

to which they refer.~\

\. 161. Europia e^^ tercia pa^rs mundi. [MS, leaf 76.]

1. 198. ^ Centra pharonei ivatrum. discordia Thebe fla?;ima

pnetontis deucalionis aque in stellis p/v'ami species audacia turni

sens?/^ vlixeu herculeus ({ue vigor. [MS, leaf 76, back.]

1. 294. ^ Vnde P[t]liolomewsli&/"o j% Cajntulo ^° primi motiis

cell duo sunt quov^an yuvs est qui mouet totu/?«. semper ab orients

in occidenttfw vno modo super orbes & cetera. Item aliter yero motus

est qui mouet ovhem stellar^//M currenciu/;?. Contm motuwi primu/n

videlicet ab occidente in orientew super alios duos polos &c cetera.

Oni7«-es enim concordati suwt quod electiones sint debiles nisi in di-

uitib?/^, habenteniin isti licet debilitentur eorifm electiones radicem .i.

natiuitates eorum que confortat om7iem planeta/M debile??^ in itinere.

hue. philosophus. [MS, leaf 78.]

1. 421. ^ Semj>er mundane leticie tristicia repentina succedit.

Mundana ergo felicitas multis amaritudinib?/s est respersa. Extre-

ma gaudij luctus occupat audi ergo salubre cowsiliu7;i in die honovuin

ne i/wmemor sis malor?/w. [MS, leaf 79, back.]

1. 771. ^ Quid turpius ebrioso cui fetor in ore tremor in corpora

qui premit stulta predit occulta cui mens alienatur facies tr^'ns-

format?/r nulluwi eniw latet secretu;?i vbi regjiat ebrietas. [MS,

leaf 81, back.]

1. 925. ^ O extrema libidinis turpitudo que non solum mente??i

effeminat sed ecia?/i corpus eneruat se/;ipe?' sequntur dolor & peni-

tencia post & cetera. [MS, leaf 86, back.]

1. 1126. ^ A mane vsque ad vesperam mutabitur te?;?pus tenewt

tympanu//i & gaudewt ad sonu?;^ organi. [MS, leaf 89, back.]

1. 1135. Quis \nq7fa7n vnica?;?- die?^^ totam duxit in sua delecta-

cione iocuwdam quewt i% aliq^ia parte diei reatus consciewcie vel

impetus ire vel motus concupiscencie inde non turbauerit que?«,

liuor inuidie vel ardor auaricie vel tumor superbie non vexauerit

vel que?n aliqua iactura vel offensa vel passio non cow^mduerit.

[MS, leaf 89, back.]
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160 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CorpUS MS.

[PAMT /.]

[No break in the MS.^

IF In Surrye whilom dwelt^ a coinpanye

Of* diapmen riche and ]jer-to sad and trewe

Thaf wyde where sente here spicerie

Clo])es of* gold and Satyn riche of* hewe 137

here chaffare was so thrifty and so newe

ThaV enery wight* ha]? dejTite to chaffare

With hem and eet to sellen hem here ware 1 40

IF ISFow fil it* Jjat^ pe maistres of* ]}af sort*

han schapen hem to Eome for to wende

"Were if fo chapmanhode or for disport'

I^on ojjer message wolde jjey jjider sende 144

But comen hemself* to Eome |jis is J)e ende

And in swich place as }>ought* hem auantage

ffor here entente ])ei take here herhergage 1 47

Soiomed han ]?ise marchantez in pat* toun [leaf 76]

A certein tyme as felle to hire plesance

But* so felle J?at* Jje excellent renoun

Of* Jje Emperour doughter dame Custance 151

Reported was with euery circumstance

vnto pise Surrien marchantz in swich wise

ffro day to day as I schal you deuyse/ 154

IF This was pe comone voys of"* euery man

Oure emperour of* Eome god him see

A doughter he haj? pat* syn pe world bigan

To rekne as wel Mr goodnesse as beaute 158

Nas neuer such, anoper as is sche

I pray to god in honour hir sustene

And wolde sche were af*aUe Europe pe queene IGl
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CoipUS MS. 161

IT In hire is heigh, beaiite wijjoute pride iLatin note, p. 133.]

youjje wi|}Oiite greenehod of* folye

To alle hire werkes vertu is hire guyde

humblesse ha]? slayn in hire al tyrannye 165

Sche is a merour of* alle curtesy

e

hire herte is verray chambre of^ holynesse

hire hand ministre of* fredam for ahnesse 168

^ And al jjis voys is so]? as god is tre\ve

But* now to purpos laf vs turne again

Thise marchantz han doon fraught* here schippes newe

And whan jjay haue Jiis blisful mayde sain 172

horn to Surrey be]? ]?ei went* agayn)

And don here needes as ]5ey han don yore

And lyuen in wele I can seye yow noniore 175

Now fil it* ]3at* Ipis marchantz stoden in grace

Of* him ]?at* was ]?e Sowdon of* Surrie

ffor whan Ipei came from eny strange place

he wolde of* his benigne curtesie/ 179

Make hem good chore and besily aspie

Tythynges of* sundy Remes for to leere

The wondres Jiat* })ey mighte seen or heere 182

Amonges oper ]5inges specially

Thise marchantz han him told of* Dame Custance [leaf 76, back]

So gret noblesse in ernest* ceriously

That* f)is Sowdan ha]? caught so gret/ plesance 186

To han hire figure in his remembrance

And alle his lust* and alle his besy cure

Was for to loue liire whil his lijf* may dure 189

P^irauenture in ])i\ke large book*

Which ]?at* J^ei cleped ]7e heuen write was

Wi]) sterres whan ]?at* he his hulpe took*

That* he for loue schulde han his de]? alias 193
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162 GKOUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CoipUS MS.

ffor in ]je sterres clerer ]?an is ]?e glas

Is writen god wot / who so cowde it rede/

The de]? of euerj man wijjouten drede 196

^ In sterres many a wynter ])er biforn)

Was write pe deth of^ Ector Achilles iLatin note, p. iss.]

Of* Pompe lulius or J^ei were borii)

The stryf of Thebes and of hercules/ 200

Of Sampson Turnus and of Socrates

The deth/ but mennes wittes ben so dulle

Thaf no wight* can wel rede it* atte fiiUe 203

This Sowdoii for his priuey connseil sente

And schortly of ])is mater for to pace

he ha)) to hem declared his entente

And seide hem certein but* if he might* hane grace 207

To haue Custance wijjinne a litel space

he nas but* ded and charged hem in hye

To schapen for his lyf som remedye 210

IF Dinerse men diuerse jjinges seiden

The argnmentes casten vp and doun

Many a sotil resoii for]) Ipej leyden

They speken of Magiqwe and abusioii 214

But* fynally as in conclusion

They can not* seen in jjat* non auantagc

Ne in non ojjer weye saf mariage 217

^ Than saugh Ipej Ipev in such difficulte

By way of resoii for to speke al playn

By cause jjat* per was such diuersite [leaf 77]

Bitwen here bojje lawes ))at* pei sayn 221

They trowe jjat* no cristne pn'nce wolde fain

Wedde his child vnder oure lawes so sweete

That* vs was taught* by mahoii oure prophete 224
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW'S TALE. CoipUS MS. 163

IT And he answerde rajjer ]jan I leese

distance I wol be cristned douteles

I mot^ ben hires I may non ojjer cheese

I pray 30W holde]) ^our argumentz in pees 228

Saue.]j my Hf* and be]? nought Recheles

To geten hire jjaf ha]) my lif' in cure

ffor in this woo I may not* longe endure 231

IT Wliat^ nedejj grettere dilatacion

I seie by tretys and embassadrie/

And by ])e popes mediacioil

And alle |je chu^che and alle jie chiualrie 235

That^ in distructioil of^ mawmattrie

And in encres of cristes lawe deere

They ben accorded so as ^e schal heere/ 238

^ how ])af Jie Sowdan and his Baronage

And alle his lieges schold y-cristened be/

And he schal han Custance in mariage

And certein gold y not^ what* qiiantite 242

And herto founden sufficeant* seurte

This same accord was sworn in either syde

JSlow faire Custance almighty god pe gyde 245

l^ow wolde sommen waiten as I gesse/

That^ I schulde tellen al J^e p?^rueance

That* jje Emperour of* his noblesse

hath schapen for his doughter dame Custance 249

Wei may men knowe jjat* so gret* ordinance

May noman tellen in a litel clause

As was arrayed for so heigh a cause 252

IT Bisschoppes ben schapen wi]) hire for to wende

lordes ladies knightes of*renou?z

And oj^er foll^:* ynowe jjis is Jje ende

And. notified is ]}urgh out* ]je toun [leaf 77, lack]
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164 GROUP B. §2. MAN OF law's TALE. CoipUS MS.

That euery -wiglit^ wijj gret* deuocioii

Scholde preye crist^ jjaf he ])is manage

Resceyue in gree. and speede Jjis viage 259

IT The day is come of' hir depa^rtyng<

I sey pe woful lady^ fatal is come psoi

That* ))er may be no lenger tarying'

But< forjjward j)ej hem dressen alle & some 263

Custance jjaf with sorw is al ouercome

fful pale arisf and dresse]? hire to wende

ffor wel sche seeth J»er is non ojjer ende 266

Alias what' wonder is it' jjough sche wepte

Thaf schal be senf to strange nacioii

ffro freendes Jjaf so tendrely hire kejDte

And to be bounden vnder subiection 270

Of' oon sche knoweth nof his condicion

housbondes ben alle goode and han ben yore

Thaf knowen wyfes I dar say ^ou namore 273

IF ffader sche sayde ]?i wrecchede child Custaimce

Thy yonge donghter fostred vp so softe

And ye my mooder my souereigne plesance

Ouer alle ]?ing' ouf taken crisf a lofte 277

Custance youre child hir recomande]? ofte

vnto your grace for I schal to Surrie

Ng schal I neuer seen 30U more with ye 280

Alias vnto Ipe Barbaric nacioii

I moste anon si])])en if is your wille

Buf crisf pat starf for oure Eedempcion

So yeue me grace his hestes to fulfille 284
I wrecche wowman no fors Jjough I spille

Wommen are born to thraldom and penance

And to ben vnder mannes gouernance 287
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CoipUS MS. 165

^ I trowe at' Troye whan Purms brak' ]>& walle

Or ylion Jjat' brende Thebes jjat' Citee

JSTof Eome for the harme thurgh hanybal

That' Eomayns ha]) venquissed tynies ]?re 291

ISTas horde such tendre weepyng' for pite [leaf 78]

As in fe Chambre for hire departyng'

Buf forb sche moof wher so sche weepe or syng' 294
^ ILatin note, p. 133.]

^ ferste moeuyng' cruel firmament'

"Wijj ])y diuinal sweigh thaf crowdesf ay

And hurlesf alle fro Esf to Occident

Thaf naturelly wolde holde anojjer way 298

Thy crowdyng' setf ]}Q heuen in such array

Atte bygynnyngi of' pis fiers viage

Thaf cruel mars hajj slain j^is mariage 301

^ Infortunaf ascendenf tortuous

Of' which fe lord is helples falle alias

Ouf of' his angle in to fe derkesf hous

0. mars .o. ata3ir as in J)is cas

O fieble moone vnhappy been fy paas

Thou knettesf ])e Jjer ])ou narf noughf receyued

There pou were wel fro jjens now arf pou weyued 308

^ Imprudenf Emperour of' Eome alias

Was jjer no Philosophre in al Ipi toun

Is no tyme bef fan oper in such caas

Of' viage is ])er non election 312

Namly to folk* of' heigh condicioii

Naf whan a roote is of' a burthe y-knowe

Alias 30 ben to lewed or to slowe 315

IF The schip is broughf pis woful faire mayde

Solempnely wip eue?y circumstance

Now Ihesu Crist' be with 30U alle sche sayde

Ther nys noniore buf far wel faire Custance 319
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Sche peyne]} hire to make good contynance

And for]) I lete hire saile in ]jis manere

And torne I mile again to my matiere 322

The mooder of^ pe Sowdon welle of^ vices

Espied ha]) hir sones pleyne entent

how he wol lete his olde Sacrmces

And right^ anon sche for hire connseil sent^ 326

And ])ei ben come to knowe what^ sche ment^

And whan assembled was ])is folt in feere [leaf 78, back]

Sche sette hire doun and seide as ye schal lieere 329

IT lordes qno]) sche ^e knowen ene?ych on

how paf my sone in poynt^ is for to lete

The holy lawes of oure alkaron

yenen by goddes messager Makomete 333

But^ oon avow to grete god I hete

The lyf* schal rather out of^ my body sterte

Or makometis lawe out of^ myn herte 336

"Whaf scholde vs tyden of* })is newe lawe

But^ J)raldam to oure bodyes and penance

And afterward in helle to ben drawe

ffor we reneyed mahon oure creance 340

But^ lordes wol ye maken assurance

As I schal sein assentyng* to my lore

And I schal make vs sanf' for ene?-emore 343

IF They sworen and assenten euery man

To lyue with hire and dye and by hire stonde

And eue?ich in })e beste wise he can

To streng])en hire schal alle his frendes fonde 347

And sche ha]) ]5is emprise take on honde

Which 3e schal here ])at^ I schal deuyse

And to hem alle sche spak^ in ])is wise 350
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IT We schulle ferst^ feyne vs cristendom to take/

Cold water schal not^ greue vs but^ a lite

And I schal swich a reuel and feste maken

That* as I trowe I schal pe sondon quite 354

fibr jjough his wijf* be cristened neuer so white

Sche schal haue neede to waissche a-way ]pe reede

Though sche a £fonte ful of* water wijj hire leede/ 357

5F soudanesse roote of* Iniquite

Virago ]?ou Semyram jje secounde

0. serpent* vnder femeninete

lilv* to J?e serpent* deepe in helle y-bounde 361

feyned wo??zman al ]?at* may confounde

Yertu and Innocence poigh. jjy malice

Is bredd in ]je as nest* of euery vice [leaf 79]

IF Sathan envious syn ]?ilke day

That* ])ou were chased fro oure heritage

"Wei knewestow to wo?7zmen ]?e olde way

Thow madest* Eua to bringen in seruage 368

Thow wilt* fordon cristene mariage

Thin Instrument* so weylowey pe while

Makest* jjou of* wowmen whan pou wilt* begile 371

^ This Sowdanesse whom I jjus blame and warie

leet* priuely hire counseil gon here way

What^ schulde I in ])is tale lenger tarye

Sche rideth to Ipe Sowdan on a day 375

And seide him jjat* sche wolde reneye hir lay

And cristendom of* prestes handes fonge

Eepentynge sche hejjene was so longe 378

^ Besekyng* him to doon hire J)af honour

That* sche most* ban ])e cristne follv* to feste

To plesen hem I wol do my labour

The Sowdan seith I wil don at* your heste 382
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And kiielyng* Jjanketh hire of* })at' requeste

So glad lie was he nyste what* to seye

Sche kiste liir sone and hom sche go]) Mr weye 385

[PAET IL]

IT Arryued been ])ise cristene folk* to londe

In Surrie with a gret* solempne lonte

And hastiliche pis sowdan sent* his sonde

ffirst* to his mooder and alle J)e regno ahonte 389

And saide his wijf* was come out* of* do ate

And preyde Mr for to ryde agein pe queene

The honour of* his regno to susteene 392

% Gret* was ]>& prees and riche was J^array

Of* Surriens and Eamains met* y feere

The mooder of* ])e Soudan riche and gay

Eece^nied hire with also glad a cheere 396

As any mooder might* hir doughter deere

And to ])e nexte Citee ]?er bisyde

A softe paas solempnely Ipei ryde 399

^ Naught* trowe I })e tryumphe of* Julius Qeaf 79, back]

Of* wMch pat* lukan makep such a host*

Was riallere ne more curious

Than was thassemble of* pis blisful oost* 403

But* pis scorpion tMs wikkede goost*

The Sowdanesse for aUe hir flateringe

Caste vnder pis ful mortally to stynge 406

1[ The Sowdan comep himself* sone after pis

So really that* wonder is to telle

he welcomep hire with aUe ioye and bhs

And pus m merthe and Ioye I lete hem dwelle 410
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The fruyf of ]jis matiere jjat' I telle

Whan tyme come men jjought^ it for ])& best*

That^ Reuel stynte and men gon to here Rest 413

IF The tyme com Jjis olde Sowdanesse

Ordeyned ha]? J)is feeste of* which I tolde

And to ]je feste cristene folic* hem dresse

In general bo)?e 3onge and olde 417

here may men feste and rialte biholde

And deyntees mo ])an I can 30U deuyse

But* aU to deere Jjei bought* it* ar fey ryse 420

IF sodein woo fat* euer art* Successour [Latin note, p. 133.]

To worldly blysse spreynd is with bitternesse

The ende of* fe ioye of* oure worldly laboure

Wo occupieth fe fyn of* oure gladnesse 424

herk* fis counseille for fi sikernesse

vpon fi glade day haue in thy mynde

The vnwar wo or harm fat* comth behynde 427

ffor schortly for to tellen at* 00 word

The Sowdan and fe cristene euerychone

Ben al to-hewe and stiked atte bord

But* if were oonly dame Custance allone 431

This olde Sowdanesse cursede crone

haf with hire freendes doon fis cursede dede

ffor sche hir self* wolde alle fe contre lede 434

^ Ne fer nas Surrian non fat* was conuerted

That* of* fe counseil of* fe Sowdan wot* [leaf so]

That* he nas al to-hewe or he asterted

And circumstance han fei take anon foot* hoot* 438

And in a Schippe al steereles god woot

Thay han hire sette and bidden hire lerne sayle

Out* of* Surrie agaynward to ytaile 441
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^ A certein tresour ]jaf sche jjider ladde

And so]? to sain vitaile gret^ plente

They ban hire yeuen and clojjes eek' sche hadde

And for]) sche sailej? in pe Salte see 415

O my Custance fill of^ benignite

O emperonres yonge doughter deere

lie Jjat^ is lord ouer fortune be ])j steere 448

51 Sche blisse]) & mth ful pitous vois

^iito J3e croys of^ crisf jjus seyde sche

cler welfiil auter holy croys

Eede of* ])i lanibes blood ful of* pite 452

That* "wisshe ])& world fro J^e olde iniquite

Me fro J}e feend and fro his clawes keepe

That* day J^at* I schal drenchen in fe deej^e 455

IT victorious tree p?'oteccion of* trewe

That* oonly wor]?i "were for to bere

The king* of* heuene with his woundes newe

The white lambe pat* hurt* was with a spere 459

ffleenier of* feendes out* of* him and here

On whych pi lymes feithfully entenden

Me keepe and yef* me might* my lijf* tamenden 462

^ yeeres and dayes fleet* pis creature

Thurgh out* pe see of* grece vnto pe strayte

Of* Marrok* as it* was hire auenture

many a sory meel now may sche bayte 466

After hire dep fulofte may sche wayte

Or pat* pe wilde wawes wil hir dryue

vnto pe place per sche schal arryue 469

IT Men mighten [aske] whi sche nas nat* slayn

Eke atte feste who might* liii body saue

1 answere to pat* demande agayn [leaf so, back]

he saued daniel in pe horrible caue 473
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Ther euerj wiglit* saue he maister or knaue

Was wi]? ])e leoii frete or asterte

No wiglit^ but^ god ])Sif lie bar in his herte 476

^ God list^ to schewe his wonderful mjrracle

In hire . for sche scholde seen his mighty werkes

Crist^ which jjat^ is to euery harm triacle

By certein menes oft^ as knowen clerkes 480

Do]) jJing^ for certein ende ]}at* ful derk* is

To mannes wit^ ])af for oiire ignorance

Ne konne nonghf knowe his prudent* p?z;'ueance 483

IT 'Now si]) sche was nof atte feste y-slawe

Who kept* hir fro ])e drenching* in J)e see

Who kepte lonas in ])e fisshes mawe

Til he was spouted vp at* JN'yniue 487

Wei may men knowe it* was no wight* but* he

That* kepte pepul ebraik* from here drenchyng*

With drye feet* jjurgh out* pe see passyng* 490

IT Who bad pe foure spiritz of* tempest*

That* power han bo])e to annoyen lond and see

Bo])e north and south and also west* and est*

AnoyeJ) ney])er see ne lond ne tree 494

So])ly ])e comandour of* ])at was he

That* fro ])e tempest* ay ])is womman kepte

As wel whan sche woot as whan sche slepte 497

II Wher might* ])is wo??iman mete and drynke haue

Three ^eer and moore how laste]) hire vitaille

Who fedde ])e Egipcien marie in the Caue

Or in desert* no wight* but crist* sanz faille 501

V. ])Ousand folk* it was a gret meruaille

With loues fyue and fisshes tuo to feede

God sent* his foysoii at* hire grete neede 504
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*fF Sclie driuej) for]) in to oure Occean

Jmrgliout* oure wilde see til atte last*

vnder an hold J>at* nempnen I ne can

ifor in Xortliumburland J7e wawe hir cast* [leaf si]

And in j^e sond hir schippe stiked so fast*

That* ftennes wold it* nought* of* alle a tyde

The wille of* crist* was ]?at* sche scholde abyde 511

If The Constable of* jje castelle doun is fare

To seen ]}is wralv* and alle ])e schippe he sought*

And fond ])is wer}^ wo??iman ful of"* care

he fond also ])e tresow IpaV sche brought* 515

In hire langage mercy sche bisought*

The lyf* out* of* hir body for to twynne

hire to deliuere of* wo Jiat* sche was Inne 518

^ A maner latyn corupt* was hire speche

But* algates J)er by was sche vnderstonde

The constable whan hiin list* no lengere s*eche

This woful womman brought* he to ])e londe 522

Sche kneeleth doun and ]}anke)) goddes sonde

But* what* sche was sche wolde no man seye

ffor foul ne fair Jjough ])at* sche scholde deye 525

^ Sche seyde sche was so mased in j^e see/

That* sche foryat* hire mynde by hire troujje

The constable of* hire ha]) so gref pite

And eek* his wyf* ])at* Ipei weepen for roujje 529

Sche was so diligent* wi])outen slou])e

To serue and plese euench in jjat* place

That* alle hire louen })at* loken on hire face 532

^ The constable and dame hermengheld his wif*

Were payens and J>at* contray euery where

But* hermyngeld loued hir right* as hire lijf*

And Custance ha]) so longe soiorned ])ere 536
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In orisons wi]? many a bitter teere

Til lliesxL hajj conuerted ])iirgli his grace

Dame hermyngeld constablesse of' ]?ilke place 539

H In alle Jjaf land durste no cristene route

Alle cristene folk* ben fled from pat' contre

Tbnrgli payens jjaf conquereden beer aboute

The plages of' pe nortb by land & see 543

To wales fledde Ipe cr?'stianite/ [leaf ei, back]

Of* olde britons dwellyng in J)is Isle/

There was hire refut* / for Jie meene while 546

51 Buf yif nas neuer cristene britons so exiled

Thaf ]?er nas so??ime in here p?'myte

honourede crist/ and hethen folt bygiled

And neygh J)e castelle swich Jier dwelden ]?re 550

Thaf oon of* hem was blynd and mighf nof se

Buf it^ Avere wi]) jjilk* eyen of his mynde

With whiche men seen after ])af jjai ben blynde 553

^ Bright* was jje sonne as in jjaf Someres day

ffor which }je Constable and his wyf also

And Custance ban y-take J)e righte way

Toward Jje see a forlong* Aveye or two 557

To pleyen and to Romen to and fro

And in here wallc* fire blynde men jjey mette

Crokede and olde with fast* eyen y-schette 560

^ In the name of crisf criede J?is blynde breton

dame hermyngilcJ yeue me sight* agayn

This lady wax affrayed of* Jje soun

lysf paf hir honsbond schortly for to sein 564

Wolde hire for ihesu cristes loue haue slain

Til Custance made hire bold and made hire werche

The wille of* crisf as doughter of his cherch 567
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IT The Constable wax abaisslied of^ ]?at sight*

And sayde •what* amountej) al Jjis fare

Ciistance answerde sire it* is cristes might*

That* helpe]) folk* out* of* ])e feendes snare 571

And so ferforth sche gan oure lay declare

That* sche jje Constable or jjat* it* Avas eue

ConuerteJ? and on cryst* made him bileene 574

IF This Constable was nojjing* lord of* ]?is jjlace

Of* which I speke ])ere he distance fond

But* kepte it* strongly many a wynte?* space

vnder .alia. k}Tig* of* all Xorthumberlond 578

J}at* was ful w^^s and worj^y of* his hond

Agayn J)e Scottes as men may wel heere [ieaf82]

Eut* torne I wil again to my mateere /
581

IT Sathan J)at* euer vs wayteth to begile

Saugh of* Custance al hire perfection

And cast* anon how he might* quite her while

And made a yong* knight* ]?at* dwelte in ]?e toun 585

lone hire so hoot* of* fowl affection

That* verraily him pought* he schulde spill

But* he of* hire might* ones haue his wille 588

IF he woweth hire but it* auailej) nought*

Sche wolde do no synne by no weye

And for dispit* he compassed in liis Jjought*

To make hir on schameful dejj to deje 592

he wayte]) whan J^e Constable was aweye

And priuyly vpon a night* he crept*

In hermyngildes chambre whil sche slept* 595

IF Wery for-waked in his orisons

Slepeth Custance and herme??ghild also

This knight* J)ui^gh Sathanas temptacioiis

Al softely is to ))e bedde I-go 599
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And kutte jje jjrote of* hermengild a tiio

And leyde ]>e blody knyf by dame Custance

And wente his wey jjer god yeue him meschance 602

^ Sone after comth ]?is constable hom a gayn

And eek^ Alia Jiat^ king< was of' ])SiV loud

And saiigh his wyf* dispitousliche slain

ffor which ful ofte he wepte and wrong' his hond GOG

And in ]}G bed Jje bloody knyf' he fond

Ey dame Custance alias whaf might* sche seye

fFo verray woo hir witte was alle aweye 609

IF To king" Alia was told al fis meschance

And eek Jje tyme and wher and in whaf wise

Thaf in a schip was fonnde j)is Custance

As heer biforn 30 han herd ecr deuise 613

The kinges herte of^ pite gan agrise

Whan he seih so benigne a creature

ffalle in disese and in mysauenture Deaf 82, back]

^ ffor as Jie lonib toward his deth is brought*

So stanf J)is Innocenf bifore })e king*

This false knighf J)af ha]? fis trayson wrought*

Bere]) hire an hand J)af sche ha]? do ]?is ]?ing' 620

Buf na]?eles ]?er was gret* mornyng*

Among* ]?e poeple and seye ])aj can not* gesse

That* sche hadde don so gret* a wickednesse 623

^ ffor ]7ey han sein hir euer so vertuous

And louyng* hermynghild right* as hire lif*

Of* ]?is bar witnesse euerich in ])at* hous

Sauf* he ]?at* hermegild slough wi]? his knif* 627

This gentil king* ha]? caught* a gret* motyf*

Of* ]jis witnesse and ]?ought* he wolde enquere

Deppere in jjis cas a trouthe for to lere 630
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^ Alias Custance pou nast^ no cliampion

ISTe fighte canst^ pou nought^ so weyloway

But^ he ]}£iV for oiire redempcion

And bond Sathan and lith yef ])er he la}'- G34

So be ]?y stronge chamj)ion ]?is day

ffor but^ vpon jje miracle kithe

Wijjoiiten gilt^ Ipou schalt^ ben slayn as swithe 637

IT Sche si'ite hir doun on knees and ]jus sche sayde

Immortal god ]jaf sanedest' Susanne

jffro false blame and
J?
on merciful mayde

Marie I mene donghter to seinf Anne 641

Biforn whos child aungelis synge Osanne

If' I be gilteles of-* ])is felonie

My socour be for elles schalt' I dye 644

^ haue ye not' sein som tyme a pale face/

Among' a prees of him Jiat* ha]) be lad

Toward his deth wher as him geV no grace/

And ST\"ich a colour in his face ha]) had 648

!Men mighte knowe his face faf was bystad

Amonges alle Jie faces in paV route

So stanf Custance and loketh hire aboute 651

IF queenes l}a.iynge in prosperite [learss]

Duchesses and ^e ladies euerichone

haue som routhe on hir adue?*site

An emperoures doughter stanf allone 655

Sche ha]) no wighf to whom to make hir moone

blood real ])af stondesf in })is drede/

ffer been )»i freendes af
J)y

grete neede 658

IT This alia king' ha]) such compassion

As gentil herte is fulfild of' pite

Thaf from his eyhen ran })e water don

Now hastilich do fecche a book* qiiod he 662
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And if* ])is knights wol swere liow ]?at sche

This wo7/zman slougli ^it^ wol we vs auyse /

Whom fat' we wolde jjat^ schal be oure lustise 665

IT A britoii boob y-writen with eu«2?/ngiles

Was fette and on ]jis boolv' he swor anon

Sche giltif* was in J)e mene whiles

An hand him smot' vpon ]>& nekke bon 669

Thaf doun he felle at ones as a stoon

And bojje his eyen bmsf ouf of< his face/

In sighf of* euerj body in pat* place 672

IF A vois Avas herd in general audience

And seyde ]?ou hasf disclandred gilteles

The doughter of* holy chirche in heigh p?'esence

Thus hast^ ]jou doon and 3et^ I moot' holde my pees 676

Of* jjis merueyle agast^ was alle Jje prees

As m[a]zed folk* Ipei stooden euerychone

fFor drede of* wreche saue Custance allono 679

Gret' was ]?e drede and eelr' pa repentance

Of* hem J?af hadden wrong suspecion

vpon J)is seely Innocenf Custance

And for ]jis miracle in conclusion 683

And by Custance mediacion

The king' and many anoj^er in ))at place

Conuerted was jjanked be goddes gr«ce 686

^ This false knighf was slain for his vntrouthe

By luggemenf of*, alia, hastily [leaf 83, bat-io

And yef Custance ha]? of* his deth gret^ rouj^e

And after ))is ihesus'^ of* his mercy [i MS ih&\

Made Alia wedden ful solempnely

This holy mayden jjaf is so bright^ and scheene

And jjus ha]j Crisf made Custance a queene 693
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*[[ Buf who was wofiil if* I schul nat^ lye

Of^ jjis wedding^ but^ Donegilde and nomo

The kinges mooder ful of* tyrannye

hir Jjought* hir cursed herte barst/ a two 697

Sche wolde noughts hir sone hadde don so

hir Jjought* a despif ]?at* he schnlde take

So strange a creature vnto his make 700

^ Me lisf nou3t^ of* ])e chaf* ne of* J^e stre

Make so long* a tale as of* jje corn

What* schulde I tellen of* Ipe realte

Of* mariage or which cours go
J)
biforn 701

Who biowe]? in a trompe or in an horn

The fruyt* of euery tale is for to seie/

Thei ete and drynke and daunce and synge and pleye 707

They gon to bedde as it Avas skile and right*

ffor jjough J}at* wyfes ben ful holy ]}inges

They moste take a pacience a night*

Such manere necessaries as ben plesynges 711

To folk* Jjat* han y-wedded hem vd]) rynges

And leye a litel here holynesse asyde

As for J)e time it* may non ojier betyde 714

IF On hire he gat* a knaue child anon

And to a bisshope and his counseil eeke

he took his wijf* to kepe whan he is goon

To Scotland ward his fomen for to seeke 7 ] 8

Now fairs Custance J?at* is so humble and meeke

So longe is gon wij? childe til pat* stille

Sche halt* hir chambre abydyng* at^ cristes wille 721

^ The tyme is come a knaue child sche beer

Mauricius atte font* ston J^ei him calle

This Constable do]) for]) come a messagere peaf S4]

And WTot* to his king* Jiat* cleped was alle. 725
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how IpSiV jjis hlisful tyding^ is bifalle

And ojjer tydynges spedful for to seye

lie take]) j?e lettre and forth, he go]) his weye 728

IT This messager to don his anantage/

vnto }>e kinges moder ride]) swi])e

And salueth hire ful faire in his langage

Ma dame quo]) he 36 may be glad and hlilpe 732

And thanke god an hundred ])ousand si])e

My lady queen ha]) child wi])outen doute

To loye and blisse of' alle ])is regne aboute 735

^ lo here J)e lettres seled of J»is ])ing*

That' I mof here with al ])e haste I may

If* ye wole aughf vnto your sone ])e king'

I am your seruailt ho'pe nighf and day 739

Dongyld answerd as now af ])is tyme nay

Buf heer al nighf I wole ])ou take ])i rest*

Tomorwe wil I seie whaf me lesf 742

IF This messager dranlv' sadly ale and wyn

And stolen weren his lettres priuyly

Ouf of* his box whil he sleep as a swyn

And counterfeted was ful subtilly 746

Ano]?er lettve wroughf ful synfully

vnto ])e king' direcf of* ])is matiere

ffro his Conestable as 36 schal after heere 749

The lettre spat ])e queen deliuered was

Of* so horrible a feendlich creature

Thaf in })e Castelle non so hardy was

Thaf ony while dorste ])e/'inne endure 753

The mooder was an elf' by auenture

ycome by charmes or by sorcerie

And euery wighf hate]) hire companye 756
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Wo was J)is king' wliaii he ]jis lettie hadde seyn

But' to no wi2;lit' he tolde liis sorwes sore

But' of' his oughne hond he ^^rot ageyn

Welcome j^e sonde of* crisf for eue7*emore [leaf 84, back]

To me J?af am now lerned in his lore

lord welcome be ]?i lusf and pi plesance

My lusf is pnf al in ]?in ordinance 7G3

^ kepeth ]iis child al be it' foul or faire

And eek my wif' vnto mjai hom comyng'

Crisf whan him lisf may sende me an haire

More agreable ))an ]3is is to my hkingi 767

This lettre he selej? priuyly wepyng'

Which to ])e messager was take sone

And forth he go]? j^er is nomore to doone 770

^ messager fulfild of' dronkenesse / iLathi note, p. iss.]

Strong' is ))i bre]? J?i lymes faltren ay

And )30u biwreyesf alle sikernesse
/

Thy mjTide is lorn jjou iangelesf as a lay 774

Thy face is torned in a newe aray

Ther dronkenesse regnej? in ony route

Ther nys no counseil hid wi]?outen doute 777

^ donegild I haue non englissh digne

vnto ])j malice and ])y tyrannye

And ]?erfore to jje feend 1 ]}e resigne
/

laf him enditen of' ])i traiterie
/

781

ffy mannyssh fy o nay by god I lye

ffy feendlich spirif for I dar wel telle

Though J)ou here walke ]:y spirif is in lielle / 784

5T This messager com]) fro })e king' agayn

And af fie kinges moodres courf he lighf

And sche was of jjis messager fill fain

And plesed him in al faf euer sche mighf 788
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he drank* and wel liis gerdel vnderpighf

he sleepej? and he snortejji in his gyse C^ ms fn . . .]

Al nighf til Jie sonne gan arise 791

^ Eft* were his lettres stolen euerich on

And countrefeted le^^es in jjis wise

The king* comande]? his constable anon)

vp peyne of* hangyng* on a heih luyse 795

That* he ne schulde suffre in no wise/ [leaf 85]

Custance in with his Eegne for tabide

Thre dayes and a quarter of* a tyde 798

*ir Eut* in ]7e same schip as he hhe fond

hire and hire ^onge sone and alle hir gere

he schulde putte and croude fro J)e londe

And charge hire J^at* sche neuer eft* come j^erc 802

my Custance wel may ])i goost* haue feere/

And sleping* in \)i drem ben in penaunce/

Whan Donegild caste al ])is ordinance 805

51 This messager on morwe whan he wook

Ynto ]?e castel halt^ Jje nexte way

And to ])e Constable he ])e lettre took*

And whan jjat* he Jjis pitous le^'^re say

fful ofte he seyde alias and weylaway

IT lord crist* qwod he how may Ipis lettre endure

So ful of* synne is many a creature 812

^ mighty god if* Jjat"* it* be Ipi wille

Sith ]?ou art* rightful luge how may it* be

That* j)ou wolt* suffren Innoce.ntz to spille

And wikke folk* regnen in prosperite 816

^ goode Custance aUas so wo is me

That* I moot* be Ipi tormentour or deye

On schames de]? Ipor is non o]?er weye 819

CORPUS 181 (6-T. 155)

809



SIX-TEXT 156
182 GEOUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CoipUS MS.

IF Wepen bojje 3onge and olde in al jjat^ place

AVlian ]?af ]je kiiig^ ])is cursede lettre sente

And Custance with a dedly pale face

The ferjje day toward hir schip sche wente 823

But* na]?eles sche take]? in good entente

The wille of* crist* and knelyng* in Jje stronde

Sche seyde lord ay welcome be jji sonde 826

he Jjat* me kepte fro ]je false blame

Whil I was on jje lond amonges yow /

he kan me kepe from harm) and eek* fro schame

In salte see al Jjough I se not* how 830

As strong^ as euer he was he is right* now /

In him trust* I and in his mooder deere [leaf so, back]

That* is to me my sail and eek* my steere 833

hir litel child lay weepyng* in hire arm)

And knelyng* pitously to him sche seide

Pees litel sone I wol do fie non harm

Wi]3 jjat* hir couerchef* of* hir heed sche breyde 837

And ouer his litel ey3en sche it leyde/

And in hir arm sche lulleth-it ful faste
/

And in to heueii) hir yhen vp sche caste 840

^ Moder quod sche and mayde bright* marie

Soth is |)at* Jjurgh wo??imannes eggement

Mankynde was lorn and dampned ay to dej^e

ffor which J)i child was on a croys y-rent* 844

Thy blisful eighen saugll al his torment*

Than is ]?er no comparison) bitwene

Thy wo and any wo man may sustene 847

^ Thou saugh jji sone y-slayn biforn pin eyen

And 3it* now Ijiie]) my litel child pcir fay

Xow lady bright* to whom alle woful cryen)

Tliow glorie of* wo??zmanhod jjou faire may 851
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Thou liauen of' refuf brighte sterre of* day

Eewe on my child jjaf of* ]ji gentilesse

Eewest' on euery rewful in distresse 854

IT litel child alias what* is jji gilt*

Thaf neuer wroughtesf synne as -^if par de

Why wil pin harde fader haue Jje spilf

mercy deere Conestable quod sche 858

As laf my litel child dwelle heer with ]pe

And if* J70u darsf nought* sauen him for blame

So kisse him ones in his fadres name 861

^ Ther with sche lokej? bakward to Jje lond

And sayde farewel housbonde routheles

And vp sche rist* and walketh doun Jte stronde

Toward Jje schip hir folwej? alle ])e prees 865

And euer sche preiej) hir child to holde his pees

And take]? hire leeue and with an holy entent*

Sche blissej? hire and in to schip sche wente [leaf 86]

vitailled was fe schip if is no drede

habundauntly for hire ful longe space

And o])er necessaries ])at* scholden neede

Sche hadde ynough heried be goddes gr«ce 872

ffor wynd and weder almighty god purchace

And brynge hir home I can no better sey

But* in ]?e see sche dryuej? for]? hir wey 875

[FAET III.]

Alia Jje king* com]j hom sone after Jjis /

vnto his castelle of* ])& which I tolde

And axejj wher his wyf* and his child is

The Constable gan aboute his herte colde 879
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And pleynly al Ipe maner he him tolde

As ye han herd I can telle it^ no bettre

And scheweth ]?e king^ his seal and his lettre 882

And seyde lord as 36 comaunded me

vp peyne of^ deth so haue I don certein

Tliis messager tormented was til he

Moste Mknowen and tellen plaf and plein 886

ffrom night' to night' in whaf place he hadde leyn

And ])us by witf and subtil enqueryng^

ymagined was by whom ]?is harm gan spring^ 889

^ The hond was knowe Jiat^ pe lettre v/toV

And alle pe venym of* |)e cursed dede

But* in whaf wise certeinly I noV

The efFecf is ])is ]?af alia ouf of drede 893

his mooder slough ]?af many men pleynly reede

fior pat' sche traitour was to hire ligeance /

Thus endej) olde Donegild wi|j meschance 896

The sorwe jjaf Jjis Alia nighf and day

Make]? for his wyf* and for his child

Ther is no tonge J)at^ if telle may

But* now wol I vnto Custance go 900

Thaf fleetej) in Jie see in peyne and wo

.V. yeer and more as likede cristes sonde

Ar ])af hire schip approched vnto londe 903

IF Ynder an hejien castelle atte laste [leaf so, back]

Of' which ]je name in my texf nou3f I fynde

Custance and eek* hir childe ]pe see vp caste

Almighty god ]jaf sane]? al mankynde 907

haue on Custance and hir child som mynde

Thaf fallen is in hethene hond eff sone

In poynf to spille as I schal telle yow soone 910
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Doun fro Ipe Castelle com]? jjer many a wiglif

To gawren on Jiis schip and on Custaiice

But* schortly fro fe castel on a niglit^

The lordes styward god yeue him meschance 914

A theef^ ]?at^ hadde renyed oure creance /

Com in to schip allone and seide he scholde

hir lemman be wher so sche wolde or nolde/ 917

^ Wo was Ipis wrecchede wo???man ]jo bigon

hir child cryede and sche cried pitously

But^ blisful marie halp hir right^ anoon

ffor with hir strogelyn wel and mightily 921

The theef* fel oner bord al sodeinly

And in fie see lie dreynte for vengance

And jjns hajj crist / vnwennned kept^ Custance 924

fonle lust* of* luxurie lo pin ende [Lat:n note, p. 133.]

Nought* / oonly Jjat* Jjou fayntest* niannes mynde

But* verreyly f)ou wolt* his body scliende

The ende of* J?i werk* or of* ])i lustes blynde 928

Is compleynyng* how many oon may men fynde

That"* nought* for werlv* somtyme but* for jjentent*

To don ]?is synne ben ej'pev slayn or schent-* 931

^ how may ]?is weyke wo??2man han Jje strengfte

hire to defend e ageyn J)is renegat*

0. golyas vnmesurable of* lengj^e

how mighte Dauid make ])e so mat"* 935

So yonge and of* armure so desolat*

how dorst* he loke ypon Ipi dredful face

Wel may men sen it* was but* goddes grace 938

Who yaf* ludith corage or hardynesse

To slen him Olefernus in his tent* [leaf 87]

And to delyueren out* of* wrecchednesse

The poeple of* god. I sey for j?is entent* 942
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])aV rights as god spirit* and vigor sent*

To hem and saued hem out* of meschance

So sent* he might* and vigor to Custance 945

fforj) go]j liir schip for]) on ]?e narwe mouth

Of* lubaltar and Septe dryuyng* ay

Somtyme west* and som tyme north and south

And som tyme est* ful many a wery day 949

Til cristes mooder bhssed be sche ay

haj) schapen jjurgh hir endeles goodnesse

To make an ende of* alk hir heuynesse 952

IF 'Now lat* vs stynte of* Custance but a ]?rowe

And speke we of^ pe Eomeyn Emperour

That* out^ of* Surrie ha]? )?e lez^^-es knowe

The slaughtere of* cristene folic* and deshono«r 956

Don to his doughter by a fals traytour

I mene Ipe cursede wickede Sowdonesse

That* at* fe feste let* slen bojie more and lesse 959

U ffor which J)is Emp«ro?/r ha]j sent* anon)

his senatour wi]? real ordinance

And ojier lordes god wot* many on

On Surriens to taken his vengance 963

They brennen sleen and bringen hem to meschance

fful many a day but* schortly J^is is ])ende

homward to Eome ])ei schapen hem to wende 966

This Senatour repaireth with victorie

To Eomeward saylinge really

And mette fe schip dryuyng* as seijj )?e storie

In which Custance sitte ful pitously 970

No J)ing* ne knew he what* sche was ne why

Sche was in swich aray ne sche nyl seye

Of* hire astate pough sche scholde deye 973
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he briiigejj hire to Rome and to his wijf*

he yaf* hire and hire 3onge sone also

And wi'p jje Senatoiir sche ladde hir lyf [leaf 87, back]

Thus kan oure lady bringen out of* woo 977

Woful Custance and many ano])er mo

And long* tyme dwelled sche in jjat* place

In holy werkes euere as was hir grace 980

^ The Senatoures wijf" hir aunte was

But^ for al ]?at* sche knew hir neuer pe more

I wil no lenger tarien in jjis caas

But* to king* Alia which I spak* of* yore 984

That* for his wyf wepejj and sike]) sore /

I wol retorne and lete I w^il Custance

vnder ]?e Cenatoures gouernance / 987

HI kyng^ Alia which Jjat* hadde his moder slayn

v]3on a day fil in such repentance

That* {{} I schortly tellen schal and playn

To Rome he come]? to receyuen his penance 991

And put* him in pe popes ordinance

In heigh and low and Ihesii crist* besoughte

fforyeue his wikkede werkes Jjat* he wToughte 994

•fT The fame ano ]?urgh Rome toun is born

how Alia king* schal comen in pilgrinage

By herberiours Jiat* wenten him biforn

ffor which pe Senatour as was vsage 998

Rood him agayn and many of his lynage

As wel to schewen his hie magnificence

As to don any king* a reuerence 1001

5F Gret* cheere doth Jjis noble Senatour

To king* Alia and he to him also

Euerich of* hem do)j ojjer gret* honour

And so bifille )5at* in a day or tuo 1005
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This Senatour is to king' alia go

To feeste and schortly if* I schal not lye

Custance sone is in his companye /
1008

IT Som men wolde seyn atte reqneste of* Custance

This Senatour ha]? lad j^is child to feste

I may not* tellen euerich circumstance /

Be as be may jjer was he atte leste [leaf 88]

But* so]? is ]jis ]jat* at his moodres heste

Byforn Alia duryng* pe metes space

The child stood loking* in ]je kinges face 1015

This alia king* ha]) of* ])& child gret* wonder

And to ]?e Senatour he sayde anon

Whos is ])at* faire child ])af stonde]? yonder

I not"* qiiod he by god and by seint* lohn 1019

A. mooder he ha]? but* fader ha]? he non

That* I of* woot* and schortly in a stounde /

he tolde alia how J)at Jjis cliild was founde 1022

^ But god wot* quod. ]?is Senatour also

So vertuous a lyuere in my lyf*

Ne saugh I neuer as sche ne herde of* mo

00 worldly wo77?,men mayde ne of* wijf* 1026

1 dar wel sayn sche hadde leuer a knyf*

Thurghout* hire brest* ]7an ben a wowzman wikke

Ther is noman kowde bringe hire to }?at* prikke 1029

Now was Jjis child as lik* vnto Custance /

As possible as is a creature to be

This alia ha]? ]?e face in remembrance

Of dame Custance and J)er on mused he 1033

If* ]}at* ])e childes moder were aught* sche /

That* is his wyf* and priuily he sighte

And spedde him fro J?e table ]?at* he mighte 1036

COUPUS 188 (6-T. 162)



SIX-TEXT 163

GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAW's TALE. CorpUS MS. 189

^ Par fay he jjoughts Ipe fantome is in myn lied

I ouglite demen of* skilful Iuggeine?zt

That" in jje salte see my wyf* is deed

And aftirward he made his argument 1040

What^ wof I if Ipsiip crist^ hajj hider sent*

]My wyf* by see as wel as he hir sente

To my centre fro Jiennes pat* sche wente 10-13

^ And after non horn Avith ])e Senatour

Gojj alia for to seen pis wonder chaunce

This Senatour do]? alia gret* honour

And hastily he sente after Custance 1047

But* truste]) wel hire luste nought* to daunce Deaf ss, back]

"Whan )?at* sche wiste wherfore was ]jat* sonde

Vnne]?e Yp23on like feet* sche miglite stonde / 1050

IT Wlian alia saugh his wyf* faire he hire grette /

And w^epte Jiat"* it was reujje for to se

ffor atte ferste look* he on hire sette /

he knew wel verrely pat* it was sche / 1054

and for sorwe as domb stant* as a tre

So was hir herte schet* in hire distresse

AATian sche remembred his vnkyndenesse / 1057

IF Twies sche swownep in his owne sight*

he wepte and him excuseth pitously

Now god qiiod he and his halwes bright*

So wisly on my saule as haue mercy 1061

That* of* youre harm) as gilteles am I

As is Maurice my sone so lik* 3oure face

Elles the feende me fecche out* of* pis place / 1064

^ longe was pe sobbyng* and pe bittre peyne
/

Or pat* here wofulle hertes mights cesse /

Gret* was pe pite for to heere hem pleyne /

purgh whiche pleyntes gan hire wo encresse / 1068
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I pray 30U alle my labour to relesse

I may not* tellen liir wo vntil to morwe

I am so Tvery for to speke of* hire sorwe 1071

IF But finally whan j^at" jje sojje is wist*

That* Alia gilteles was of* hire woo /

I trowe an hundred tymes ben jjei kiste

And such a blisse is jjer betwixe hem tuo 1075

That* saue j^e ioye ]jat* lasteth eue?*emo

Ther is non lit jjat* ony creature

ha]? seyn or schal whil fe world may dui'e 1078

51 Tho preyed sche hire housbonde mekely

In rehef* of hir longe pitous pyne

That* he wolde preye hire fader specially

That* of* his mageste he wolde enclyne 1082

To fouche sauf* som day with him to dyne

Scbe preyde him eek* he scholde by no weye [leaf 89]

vnto hir fader no word of* hire seye 1085

IF Some men Avolde sein how j^at* fte child TNlaurice

Do]) J)is message vntil ])is Emj^erour

But* as I gesse Alia was nought* so nyce

To liim ])at* was of* so souereigne honour 1089

As he })at is of* cristene follv* Ipe flour

Sent* eny child but it is bet* to deme

he went* himself* and so it may wel seme 1092

5F This Empe/'our liath graunted gentily

To come to dyner as he him bysought*

And wel redy he lokede bisily

vpon ]?is child and on his doughter ])oughf 1096

Alia go]) to his In and as him ought*

Arrayed for ])is feste in euery wise

As ferforth as his konnyng* may suffise 1099
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IT The morwe com and alia gan him dresse

And eek* his wyf* jjis Empe?'oiir to meete

And for]? jjey ryde in ioye and in gladnesse /

And whan sche seigh hir fader in ]je strete 1103

Sche light* a doun and fallej? him to feet

ffader quod sche yonre 3onge child Custance

Is now ful clene out* of* ^oure remembrance 1106

^ I am 30iire doughter Custance quod sche

That whilom ye sent vnto Surrye

I am I fader Jjat* in Jie salte see

Was putte allone and dampned for to dye 1110

Now goode fader mercy to you I crye

Send me nomore vnto non hethenesse

But* ]?onk^ my lord heer of* his kyndenesse 1113

^ Who can f»e pitous Ioye tellen al

Eitwexe hem Jjre syn J)ey ben ]?us y-mette

But* of* my tale make an ende I schal

The day go
J)

faste I wol no lenger lette 1117

This glad folk* to dyner ])ey hem sette

In ioye and blisse at* mete I lete hem dwelle

A ]jousand fold wel more fan I can telle / [leaf 89, tackj

This child maurice was sitthen Empe?*our

Made by Jje pope and lyuede cristenely

To cristes chirche he dede gret hono^^r

But* I letete ^ alle his story passen by i^o-] 1124

Of* Custance is my tale specially

In olde Romeyn gestes men may fynde iLatin note, p. iss.j

Maurices lyf* I bere it nought* in mynde 1127

^ This king* Alia, whan he his tyme say

With his Custance his holy wif so sweete

To Engelond Jjei come Ipe redy way

Wher as Jiay lyue in ioye and in quiete 1131
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But' litel while it laste]) I 30U lieete

loye of' Jiis world for tyme wil nou3f abyde

firo day to nygHt* iV cliaunge]? as ]?e tyde 1134

IF Who lyued euere in such delyf a day iLcuin note, p. iss.]

Thaf ne meued ey]?er conscience /

Or Ire or talent of' som kyn affray

Enuye or pride or passion or offense /
1138

I ne say buf for ])is ende ])is sentence

Thaf litel while in loye or in plesance

laste]) ])Q blisse of* alia wi]j Custance /
1141

tfor de]) J)af take]) of' heigh and lough his rent

Whan passed was a yeer euene as I gesse

Ouf of ])is world ])is king' Alia he hent

ffor whom Custance haf) ful gref heuynesse /
1145

Now lat* vs prayen god his soule blesse /

And dame Custance finally to seye

Toward fe toun of Eonie go]? litre weye 1118

To Rome is come jjis holy creature

And fyndej) hire freendes hoi and sounde

Now is sche scaped alle hire auenture

And whan sche Mr fader ha)) I-founde 1152

Doun on hir knees falleth sche to grounde

Wepynge for tendirnesse in herte blijje

Sche heriej) god an C. J)Ousand sithe 1155

In vertue and holy almesdede /
[leaf 90]

They lyuen alle and neuer asonder wende

Til deth departe hem Tpis lif fey lede

And farej) now wel my tale is at' an ende 1159

Now ihesu Crist' Jjaf of his mighf may sende

loye after wo gouerne vs in his grace

And kepe vs alle faf ben in J»is place / Explicif 1162
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Owre oost^ vpon Ms stiropes stood anoon [on ?ecf/s)o]

And seyde goode men lierkene]) ene?ycli on

This was a thrifty tale for jje nones

Sire parissche presf quod he for goddes boones 1166

Telle vs a tale as was J)i forward yore

I se wel Jiat' ye lerned men in loore

Can moche good by goddes dignete

The parson him answerde benedicite 1170

What' eyle]) Jje man so synfiiUy to swere /

Oure ost^ answerde . lanekyn be ye Jjere

I smelle a lollere in Ipe wynd quod he

how goode men qitod oure host* herkenej) me 1174

Abyde]) for goddes digne passion

ffor we sclial han a predicacioii

This lollere heer wil prechen vs som what*

Nay by my fader soule ])a.f schal he nat 1178

Seyde j^e Esquier heer schal he naf preche

He schal no gospel glosen here ne teche

he leuejj alt in ]je grete god he

he wolde sowen som difficulte 1182

Or springen Cokkel in oure clene corn

And jjerfore oosf I warne pe biforn

My loly body schal a tale telle

And I schal clynken 30U so mery a belle 1186

That* I schal waken al j?is compaignie

But* it schal not* ben of* philosophic

N'e Phislyas ne termes queinte of* lawe

Ther is but* litel latyn in my nawe 1190

[The Squire's Tale follows in the M8.^
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Owre cost' vpon his stiropes stood anoon ion lea/QO]

And seyde goode men herkene]) euerycli on

This was a thrifty tale for jje nones

Sire parissche presf quod he for goddes boones 11 66

Telle vs a tale as was pi forward yore

I se wel J)at^ ye lerned men in loore

Can moche good by goddes dignete

The pa7'S0ii him answerde benedicite 1 1 70

Whaf eylej? fe man so synfully to swere /

Oure ost^ answerde . lanekyn be ye ]?ere

I smelle a lollere in j^e wynd quod he

how goode men qiiod oiire host^ herkene]? me 1174

AbydeJ) for goddes di^ne passion

ffor we schal han a predicacion

This lollere heer wil prechen vs som wlmf

Nay by my fader soule ])a.f schal he nat 1178

Seyde ]?e Esquier heer schal he nat^ preche

He schal no gospel glosen here ne teche

he leuej) aH in ]}e grete god he

he wolde sowen som difficulte 1182

Or springen. Cokkel in oure clene corn

And Iperfoie oost^ I warne |)e biforn

My loly body schal a tale telle

And I schal clynken 30U so mery a belle 1186

That^ I schal waken al ])is compaignie

But^ it schal not* ben of* philosophic

ISTe Phislyas ne termes queinte of" lawe

Ther is but* litel latyn in my nawe 1190
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T Sarray in jje land of^ Taitarye aeafgo.back]

Tlier dwelt^ a king^ jjat^ werreyed Eiissye

Tliurgli wliich Iper deyed many a doughty man)

This noble king^ was clej)ed kambynskaii) 12

Which in his tyme was of^ so gret renoii

That^ Ipev nas nowher in no region

So excellent^ a lord in alle jjing'

him lacked nought* ]>af longed to a kyng* IG

As of* f>e secte of* which ])at* he was born

he kepte his lay to which J?at* he was sworn

And jjerto he was hardy wys and riche

And pitous and Insf alwey y-liche 20

So]? of^ his word benigne and honorable

Of his corage as eny centre stable cent*/'Mm circuli

yong* freissh and strong* in armes desirous

As eny bacheler of* alle his hous 24

A fair pe?-sone he was and fortunat*

And kepte alway so wel real astat*

That* ])er nas no wher swich anojjer man

This noble king* this Tartre Kambynskan 23

hadde tuo sones in Eltheta his wyf^

Of* which J)e eldest* highte Algarsyf*

That* o]?er was y-cleped Camballo

A doughter hadde pis worjjy king* also 32

That* yongest* was and highte Canace

But* for to telle you al hire beaute

It* ly]3 nought* in my tonge ne in my konnyng^

I dar not* vndertake so heigh a J)ing^ 36
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Myn englisscli eek* is insufficient

If moste ben a Eetlior excellent^

That^ couJ)e his colours longyng^ for pat art*

It lie scliulde Mr discryue in any part 40

I am non swich I moot^ spake as I can

And so bifelle tliaf whan Jjis Cambynskan

liajj twenty wynter born liis Diadenie

As lie was wonte fro yeer to yeer I deeuie 44

he leefe* jje feste of* his natiuite Oieafgi]

Don cryen j?urgh Sarray his Cite

The laste Idus of* March after fe ^eer

Phebus J)e sonne lolif* was and cleer 48

jQfor he was neigh his exaltacion

In martes face and his mansion

In aries Ipe Colerilc* ]?e liote signe

fful lusty was ])e weder and benigne §2

ffor which J)e foules a3ein Jje sonne sshene

"Whaf for Jje sesoil and fe yonge grene

fful loude sonsje hire affections

hem semed lian geten hem p?'otections 56

A3ein Jje swerd of* wynter keene and cold

This Kamby?iskan) of* which I liaue 30U tuld

In Eeal vestiment* sit* on his deys

With dyademe ful heigh in his paleys €0

And halt* his feste solempne and so riche

That* in pis world ne was per non it* liche

Of* which if* I schal telle al pe array

Than wold it* occupye a someres da^ 64

And eek* it* needep nat* to deuyse

At euery cours pe ordre of* here seruise

I wol not* tellen of* here straunge sewes

JSTe of* here swannes ne of* here heroii-sewes 68

Ek* in fat* lond as tellen knightes olde

Ther is som mete pat* is ful deynte lioldc

That* in pis lond men recche but* smal

Ther nys no man pat* may reporten al 72
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I wol not* tarien yow for it* is prime

And for it* is no fruyt* but* los of* tyme

vnto my first* pnrpos I wole haue my recours /

And so bifelle ]?af after |)e ])ridde cours 76

Whil J?at* ]}is king* sit* Tpus in liis nobleye

lierknyng* his menstreles here pinges pleye

Biforn him atte bord deliciously

In atte halle dore al sodeinly

Ther com a knight* vpon a steede of* bras [leaf oi, back]

And in his bond a brood Mirour of* glas

ypon his thombe he hadde of* gold a ryng*

And by his syde a naked swerd hangyng* 84

And vp he ryde]) to J)e heihe bord

In alle \>g halle ne was })er spoke a word

ffor nierueille of* jjis knight* him to biholde

fful bysyly )jey wayten 3onge and olde /
88

This strange knight* Jjat* com Jjus sodeynly

Al armed saue his heed ful richely

Salued ]?e king* and queen and lordes alle

By ordre as ]?ey seten in ]?e halle 92.

with so heigh reuerence and obeissances

As wel in speche as in contenances

That* Gawayn with his olde curtesye /

Though he com aga}Ti out* of* fayrie /
96

JS'e cou]}e him nought* amende ^\i\) no word

And after }?is bifore Ipe heihe bord

he with a manly vois sayde his message

After )3e forme vsed in his langage 100

wijjoute vice of* Billable or of* lettie

And for his tale scholde seme ]?e bettre

Acordant* to his wordes was his chere /

As teche]? art* of* speche hem ))at* it* lere /
104

Al be it* ]3at* I can nat* sowne his stile

JSTe can not^ clymben ouer so heigh a style

yet/ seye I J}is ))at* as to co?>anune entente

Thus nioche amountej) al ])at'' euer he mente 108
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If it^ so be Jjat^ I liaue it* in my mynde

he seyde pe king* of* Arabie and of* Inde

My liege lord on Jjis solempne day

Salnejj 30U as he best* can and may 112

And sende]) yow in lionour of* your feste

By me Jiat* am redy at* al your heste /

This steede of* Bras jjat* esily and wel

kan in Jje space of* a day nature! 116

This is to seie in .xxiiij*\ houres [leaf 92]

Wher so yow list* in drought*e or in schoures

Beren youre body in to euery place /

To which youre herte wilneth for to pace 120

wijjoute wem of* 30U jjorugh foul or fair

Or if^ 30U list* to flee as hye in jjair

As do]) an Egle whan him list* to sore

This same steede schal here 30U eue?'emore 124

wi])outen harm til ye be Jjer you leste

Though |}at* 3e slepen on his bak* or reste

And torne a3ayn wij? wryjjing* of* a pyn

he Jjat* it* wroughte coujje ful many a gyn 128

he waitede many a constellacoii

Or he hadde do jjis operacioil

And knew ful many a seal and many a bond

This Mirour eek* fiat* I liaue in mj7i bond 132.

ha|) such a might that* meij may in it see

whan Jjer schal fallen any aduersite

Ynto youre regne or to your self* also

And openly who is 3our frend or foo 136

And ouer al J)is if* ony lady bright*

ha]j set* hire herte on any maner wighf

If* he be fals sche schal his traysoil se

his newe loue and al liis subtilite 140

So openly ]?at* j^er schal no Jjing* hyde

wherfore ageyn jjis lusty somer tyde

This mirour and }5is ryng* as ye may see /

he ha}) sent* to my lady Canacee 144
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yonre excellent^ dougliter ))af is heere

The vertu of^ )?is ring^ if* 30 wol heere

Is )?is . ])af if hir list* it^ for to were
/

vpon hir ]?ombe or in hir purs it here 148

Ther is no foule jjaf fleigh vnder Jte heuene

jjat* she ne schal vnderstonde his steuene

And knowe his inenyng< openly and pleyn

And answere him in his hangage ageyn 152

And eue7y gras Jjat* growejj vpon a roote / [leaf 92, back]

Sche schal wel knowe and whom it wol do hoote

Al he his woundes neuer so deepe and Avyde

This naked swerd ])at* hongeth by my syde 156

Smch vertu hajj jjat* what* man so ye smyte

Thurghouf his armour it wole kerue and byte

AYere it as ]}ikke as is a braunched oke

And what* man J?at* is wounded wi]? J)e stroke IGO

Schal neuer be hoi til |)at* yow list* of* grace

To stroke him wij) jje plat* in ]}ilke place

Ther he is hurt* pis is as moche to sayn

ye moote with "pe platte swerd agayn 1G4

Stroke him on ])e wounde and it* wil close

This is a verray soth wijjouten glose

It* faille]? nought^ whiles it* is in youre hold

And whan ]?is knight* ha]) )jus his tale told 103

he rydeth out* of* j^e halle and doun he light*

Ms steede which jjat* schon as sonne bright*

Stant* in Jie court* stille as ony stoon)

This knight* in to his chambre is lad anoon 172

And is vnarmed and to )je mete y-set*

The p/'esentes ben ful richely y-fet*

This is to sein ])e swerd and ])e mirour

And born anon vnto ])e hihe tour 17G

"WiJ? certein officers ordeyned Jjerfore

And vnto Canacee |)e ryng* is bore

Solempnely J)er sche sitt* atte table

But* sikerly wij^outen eny fable / 180

CORPUS 198 (6-T. 483)



SIX-TEXT 484

GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Corpus MS.

The hors of^ bras jjat^ may nat^ be remewed

It* stant* as it* were to ]?e ground y-glewed

Ther may noman out* of* pe place it* dryue

fFor non engyn of* wyndas or polyue /
1^4

And cause why for ])ey can nou3t* Jje craft*

And ))erfore in the place Jiei han it laft*

Til pat* fe knight* ha]? taught* hem fe nianeere

To voyden him as 36 schal after heere 188

Gret* was ]?e prees Jjat* swarmed to and fro peafos]

To gauren on pis hors pat* stondep so

fFor it* so heih was and so brood and long*

So wel proporciouned for to be strong* 192

Eight* as it* were a steede of* lumbardye

Ther with so horsly and so quyk of* ye

As it* a gentil poyleys courser were

ffor certes fro his tail vnto his eere 196

Nature ne art* ne coupe him nought* amende

In no degre as al pe poeple wende

But* euermore here mooste wonder it was

how pat* it* cowde gon and was of* Bras 200

It* was of-* ffaierye as pe peple semede

diuerse folic* diuersely han demede

As many heedes as many wittes \)er been

They murmerede as don a swarm of* been 204

And maden skyles after here fantasyes

Eehersyng* of-* pe olde poetries .i. eq_?is pedasdus

And seyden it* was lik* pe Pagasee

The hors pat* hadde wynges for to flee 208

Or elles it* was pe Grekes hors Synon

That* broughte troye to destruction

As men in pise olde gestes reede

Myn herte quod oon is eue?'emore in drede 212

I trowe som men of^ armes ben per Inne

That* schapen hem pis cite for to wynne

It* were right* good pat* alle swich ping* were knowe

Anoper rowned to his felawe lowe 216
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And seyde he lyeth for it^ is rajjere lib

An apparence y-maad by som magyl^

As logelours pleyen at^ j^ese festes grete /

Of' sondry ))ouglites pus pej langle and trete 220

As lewed peple deme]> co7?iniiinly

Of* J)inges paV been more maad subtily

Than ])ey can in here lewednesse comprehende /

They demen gladly to pe baddere ende 224

And some of hem wondren on pe miro?fr [leaf 93, back]

That' born was vp vnto pe maistre tour

how men mighf in if suclie Jjinges se

Ano]?er answerde and seyde it might* wel be 228

Katurelly by composicioiis

Of* aungels and of* sleygh reflexions

And seyde paV in Eome was such oon

They speke of-* alocen and vitilion 232

And of* aristotle J^af writen in here lyues

Of* queinte mirours and of* pe?-spectyues

As knowen pej jjat* han here bookes herde

And oper folk* han wondred on pe swerde 236

That* wolde perce pmgh. euery ])ing*

And fille in speche of* Thelophus pe king*

And of* achilles for his queinte spere /

ffor he coujje with if bo^e hele and dere /
240

Eight* in swich wise as men may wi]) pe swerd

Of* which right* now ye haue youre seluen herd

They speken of* sondry hardyng* of* metalle

And speke of* medicynes pev wi]>alle 244

And how and whanne it* scholde harded be

Which is ynknowe algate vnto me /

Tho speeke |jey of* Canaces ryng<

And seyden alle )3at* s^dch a wonder Jjing^ 248

Of* craft of' r^mges herde pej neuere non

Saue ))at* he moyses and king* Salomon

hadde a name of* konnyng' in swich art*

Thus seyen pe peple and drawen hem a parf 252
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But* najjeles so?7mie seyde pat it was

"Wonder to maken of* fern aisslien glas

And ^it* is glas not* lik* aisslien of* fern

But* for J7ey ban knowen it so fern 256

Therfore cesej) here langlyng* and here wonder

As sore wondren some on cause of ]?onder

On ebbe and flood on gossomer and on myst /

And alle ])ing* til jje cause is wist* [ieaf94] 260

Thus langlen ]jei and demen and deuyse

Til f)at* j)G king* gan fro his bord arise

^ Phebus ha]) laft* ]je angle meridional

And ^it* ascendyng* was j)e best* roial 264

The gentil leoii wij) his Aldrian

Whan ]?at* pis Tartre kyng* Kambynskan

Eos from his bord ther as he sat* ful hye

Biforn him gop j?e lowde menstralcie / 268

Til he com to his chambre of* prt?'amentz

Ther as J:ey sownen diuerse instrumentz

That* is lik* an heuene for to heere /

!Now dauncen lusty venus children deere 272

Itbr in pe iisshe hir lady sat* ful hye Piscis

And loke]) on hem with a freendy yhe

This noble king* is set* vp on his troone

This straunge knight* is fet* to him ful sone / 276

And on pQ daunce he gop with Canacee

here is pe reuel and pe lolite

That is nat^ able a dul man to deuyse /

he moste ban knowe loue and his seruise / 280

And ben a festlich man as freisch as may

That* scholde 30W deuisen such array

who coujje telle yow pe forme of* daunces

So vncouthe and such freissche continaunces 284

Swich subtile lokynges and dissimulynges

flbr drede of lalouseye mennes aperceyuynges

I^onian but lancelet* and he is deed

Therfore I passe ouer al pis lustyhed 288
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I say nomore but* in ])is lolynesse

I lete hem til men to soper hem dress

e

The stiward bit^ spices for to hye

And eet ]>& wyn in al Jjis melodye 292

The vssheres and fe squyers ben y-gon

The spices and pe wyn is come anon

They eete and dronke and whan ]?is hadde an ende

vnto pe temple as resoun was Jiey wende [leafoi, bac!<]

^ The seruise doon . pej soupen al by day

AYhat needejj you rehersen here aray

Ech man woot wel jjat^ at/ a kinges feste

haj) plente to ]>q meste and to Jie leste 300

And deyntees mo )?an ben in my knowyng^

And after souper go]) ))is noble king*

To seen J}is hors of* bras wi]? al a route

Of* lordes and of* ladyes him aboute 304

Swicli wondryng* was j?er on ])is hors of* bras

That* si])])en Jje grete seege of* Troye was

Ther as men wondren on an hors also

Ne was Jjer swich a wondryng* as was Jjo / 308

But* finally pe king* aske]) ])e knight*

The vertue of* ]?is courser and ]?e might*

And preyde him to telle his gouernafice

The hors anon bigan to tripjDe and daunce 312

Whan ]?at* jjis knight* layde hond vpon his reyne /

And seyde sire Jjer is namore to seyne

But* Avhan Jiou list* to ryden eny where

ye moote trille a pyn stant* in his eere 3 1

G

which I schal telle you bitwen vs tuo /

ye moot* nempne him to what* place also

Or to what* Contre jjat yow list* to ryde

And whan ye come jjer as yow list* tabyde 320

Bid him descende and trille anojjer pyn)

ffor )?er-in li]) Jieffect* of* al ))at* gyn

And wole doun descende and don your wille

And in j^at* place he wol abyde stille 324
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)?eigS alle ]?e world liadde jje contrarie swore

lie sclial not* Jjennes be jjrowe ne y-bore

Of* i^ yow liste bidde bim jjennes gon

Trille ])is pynne and he wil vanysscbe anon 328

Out* of pe sight* of* euery maner wight*

And come ayein be it* day or night*

whan IpSif yow list* to clejDen him agayn

In swich a gyse as I schal to yow sayn [leaf 95] 332

Bitwixen yow and me and jjat* ful soone

Eyd whan yow list* ))er is no more to doone

Enformed whan pe kyng* was of* pa knight*

And ha]} conceyued in his witt* aright* 336

The maner and ]?e forme of-* alle jjis J^ing*

ffiil glad and bli_f>e pe noble doughty kyng<

Eepeyryng* to his reuel as biforn

The brydel is in to pe tour y-born 340

And kept* among* his leweles lief* and diere

The hors vanyssht* y not* in what* manere

Out* of"* here sight* ye gete namore of^ me

But* ]}us I lete in lust* and lolite 344

This Kambynskan his lordes festeynge

Til wel neigh ]?e day bigan to springe IT Explicit*

pr/ma pars

^ The Stag* of* an hert*

IF The norice of* digestion is slejoe

Gan on hem wynke and bad hem take kepe 348

That* moche mete and labour wol haue reste /

And with a galpyng* hem alle he keste /

And seyde ]?at* it* was tyme to lye a douiD

ffor blood was iu his do?72maciofi 352

Cherisshe]? blood natures frend quod he

Jjey jjanken him galpynge by tuo by pve

And euery wight* gan drawen him to his reste

As sleep hem bad ]?ey tooke it* for pe beste 356
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here dremes schulle not^ iiiowe be told for me

fful were here heedes of^ fumosite

That' cause]? drem of which Jjer is no charge /

They sleepen til it' was pryme large /
360

The moste parf but if were Canace

Sche was ful mesurable as wo»?nien be

fFor of hire fader hadde sche take hir leeiie

To go to reste sone after iV was ene 3G4

hir lisf nof appalled for to be

ffor on ])e morwe vnfestlich for to see /

And slepte hir ferste sleep and awok* [leaf 95, back]

iFor swich a ioye sche in hir herte took" 368

Bojje of hire queynte ryng' and hire miroiir •

That twenty tyme sche chaungeth hire colour

And in hire sleep righf for impression

Of hire mirour sche hadde a vision 372

Wherfore ar ]paf )je sonne vp gan glyde

Sche cleped vp on hire maystresse bysyde

And seyde jjat' hir liste for to arise

Thise olde wommen ]?af ben gladly wyse 376

As is hire maystresse answerde anon

And seyde ma dame whider wolde ye gon
[

Thus erely for folk' ben alle in reste

I wole quod sche arise for me leste / 380

'No lengere sleepen buf walken aboute

hire maistresse clepej) wo??2men a gref route /

And vp Jjey risen wel ten or twelue

vp rise]? freisshe Canace hir selue 384

As rody as brighf as ]?ey Ipe yonge sonne

Thaf in ])e Ram . is ten degrees vpronne

'Non hiher was he whan sche redy was

And forth sche walkede eesyly a pas 388

Arrayed after Jie lusty sesoii soote

lightly for to pleye and walke on foote

Naf buf .V. or .vj. of hire meyne

And in a trench fer in })e park' go]? sche 392
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The vapour wliicli j^at^ fro ]?e erjje giood

make]? pe sonne to seeme rody and brood

But* najjeles it< was so fair a sights

That^ it^ made olle here Jiertes for to light^ 3dG

What^ for jje sesouii) and jje morwenynge

And for J3e foules jjat^ sche herde synge

ffor right^ anon sehe wiste what^ ])ey mente

Eight^ by here song^ and knew alle here entente 400

// The knotte why ])at^ euery tale is told

If' if be taryed til lust be cold

Of' hem ]>slV han if herkned after yore [leaf 96]

The sauour passej? euer lenger ]je more . 404

ffor fulsomnesse of' p^'clixite

And by pis same resoun JjenkeJ? me

I scholde to pe knotte condescende

And maken of' hire walkyng' sone an ende 408

H Amydde a tree for-drye as whif as chalk/

As Canacee was pleyng' in hire walk'

Ther saf a ffaukofi ouer hir heed ful hye

Thaf with a pitous voys so gan to crye 413

Thaf al pe woode resede of' hire crye

And beten hadde hire self so pitously /

With bojjen hire wynges til fe reede blood

Ean endelong/ Jie tree j?er as sche stood 416

And euer in oon sche cryed alwey and schrighte

And with hire beek* hir seluen so sche piglite

Thaf ]?er ne was tygre ne cruel beste

Thaf duellejj eyjjer in woode or in foreste 420

])af nolde han wepf if* ])af he wepe coujje

ffor sorwe of' hire sche schriglif alwey so loufe

ffor jjer nas neuere yit/ no man on lyue

If* jjaf I coujje a fawkon wel descryue 424

Thaf herde of' such anojjer of fayrnesse

As wel of plumage as of gentilnesse

Of schap of al ]?af mighte rekened be

A fawkon pt'yegryn Jeanne semed sche 428
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Of^ fremde londe and eue^^more as sclie stood

Sche swounede now and now for lali:' of^ blood

Til wel neigli is sche fallen fro J>e tree

This faire kinges doughter ]?is kanacee 432

That^ on liir fynger bar jje queynte ryng'

Jjurgh wkich sche vnderstood wel euery ))ing^

That* any foul may in his ledne sayn

And kowde answere him in his ledne agayn 436

ha]) vnderstande ]?at^ ])is fawkon sayde

And wel neigh for ]>& roujje almost^ sche deyde

And to J)e tree sche goj) ful hastily [le.ifge, buck]

And on J?is fawkon lokej? pitously 440

And held hire lappe abrood for wel sche wiste /

The fawkon moste falle from pe twyste /

whan |)at* it^ swownede next^ for lakke of^ blood

A long* while to wayte hire sche stood 444

Til atte laste sche sj^alv* in pis maneere

Vnto ]?e haiilv* as ^e schal after heere

what* is ];e cause if* it* be for to telle

That* ye ben in Jjis furial peyne of* helle 448

Quod Canacee vnto ])is hawk* aboue

Is J)is for sorwe of* deth or los of* loue

tfor as I trowe ]}ise bejj causes tuo

That* causen moost* a gentil herte woo 453

Of"* ojjer harm it* rede]? nought*/ to speke

ffor ])i your self* vpon your self* yow wreke

which ])at* prouej? wel j^at* eyjjer Ire or drede

Moot^ ben enchesofi of* youre cruel dede 450

Syn fat* I se non o|)er wight* yow cliace

ffor loue of* god so do]j your selue grace

Or what* may be your help for west* nor est*

Ne saugh I neuer er now no bryd ne best* 460

That* ferde with himself* so pitously

ye slee me with youre sorwe verrayly

I haue of* yow so gret compassiozai

ffor goddes loue com fro jje tree a doun) 464
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And as I am a kinges dougliter trewe

If )?at^ I verraily Jje causes knewe

Of^ yoiixe disease if^ it^ lay in my miglit^

I wolde amende if or |)at^ it^ were niglif 46&

Als wisly help me grete god of^ kynde

And herbes schal I right* ynowe fynde

To hele wi]? 30ur hnrtes hastily

Tho schrighte fis faukon yet* more pitously 472

Than euer sche dide and fil to grounde anon

And li]? on swowne deed as ony stoon

Til Canacee ha]) in hir lappe hire take [leaf 97]

vnto ]?at* tyme sche gan of* SAVovvne awake / 476

And after ]?at* sche of* swo^vne gan ahreide

Right* in hir hawkes leodne J>us sche seyde

That* pite renneth sone in gentil herte

ffeelyng* his similitude in peynes smerte / 480

Is proued alday as men may it see

As wel by werk^ as by auctorite

ifor gentil herte kepejj gentillesse

I se wel ]5at* ye han of* my distresse 484

Compassion my faire Canace /

Of* verray wo??imanly benignite /

That* nature in youre p?'mciples ha]) sef '

But* for non hope for to fare \)g bet* 488

But* for to obeye vnto youre herte fre /

And for to maken olpev be war by me /

As by ])e whelp chastised is ])e leofi

Right* for ])at* cause and for pat* conclusion 492

Whil Jrat* I haue a leyser and a space

Myn harm I wol confessen er I pace

And euer whil sche can hir sorvve tolde

That* o])er wepte as sche to water wolde 496

Til ])at* ]7e fawkoii bad hir to be stille /

And with a sike pus sche seyde hire tille

Ther I was bred alias pat* ilke day

And fostred in a roche of* marbul gray 500
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So tendrely jjat' noJ?ing< eylede me

I ne wiste nougTit^ what* was adue/'site

Til I coiijje flee ful hye vnder ])e sky

)>o dwelte a tercelef me faste by 50-t

Thaf semede welle of* alle gentilnesse

Al were lie ful of* tresoil and falsnesse /

It* is wrapped vnder humble cheere

And vnder hiew of* troujje and in swich manere 508

Vnder plesance and vnder bysy peyne

That* no wight* coujje han wende he coude feync

So deepe in greyn he dyed his colours Oeaf 97, buck]

Eight as a serpent hit* him vnder flours 512

Til he may se his tyme for to byte

Right* so J)is god of* loues ypocrite

Do)) so his cerymonijs obeissances

And kepte in semblant alle his obse/Tiances 516

That* sownej) in to gentilesse of* loue

As in a tombe is al f)e faire aboue

And vnder is ]?e corps swich as ^e woof

Swich was pis ypocrite bojje cold and hoot* 5 '20

And in Jtis wise he se?'ued his entente

That* saue Jie feende non wiste what* he mcnte

Til he so longe hadde wopen and compleyned

And many a yeer his seruise to me feyned 524

Til ]?af myn herte to pitous and to nyce

Al Innocent* of* his crowned malice

ffor-fered of* his dej) as ]?oughte me

vpon his opes and his seurte 528

Grauntede him loue vpon pis condiciofi

That* euer mo myn honour & renoun

were saued hope preuy and aperf

This is to sein pat* after his dissert* 533

I yaf* him al myn herte and my poughf

God woot* and he pat* oper wise nought*

And tolv* his herte in chaunge of* myn for ay

But* sop is seyd go sethen many a day 536
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A trewe wigTit^ and a jjeef J?enke)) nat^ oon

And whan he saiigh Jje Jjing^ so fer y-gon

Thaf I grauntede him fully my lone /

In swich a gyse as I haue sayd abone /
540

And yeuen him my trewe herte as fre
/

As he swore he yaf his herte to me
/

Anon J)is Tygre M of* doublenesse

fill on his knees wi|) so deuoute humblesse 544

wi]) hye reuerence and as by his cheere /

So lit a gentil lonere of* manere /

So ranysshed as it* semede for Ipe ioye [leaf 98]

That* nenere lason ne paris of Troye 548

lason certes ne non olpev man)

Syn lameth was Jjat* Aldirfirst* bygan)

To louen tuo as writen folk^ biforn

Ne nener si])))e ]>& firste man Avas born 552

'Ne coujje man by twenty Jjoiisand part^

Countrefete Ipe sophimes of* his art*

Ne were worjii to vnbokele his galoche

Ther doublenesse or feynyng< scholde aproche 55

G

Ne so couj^e |)anke a wight* as he dide me
/

his manere was an heuene for to se

Til eny wo??2man were sche neuer so wys

So peynted he and kembc]? at* poynt* devys 560

As wel his wordes as his continance

And I so loued him foi his obeissaiice

And for fe trouj^e I demed in his herte

That^ if* so were jjat* any ping* him smerte 564

Al were it^ neuer so lite and I it* wiste

Me Jjoughte I felte dejj at* myn herte twiste

And schortly so ferforth pis ping* went*

That* my wille has his willes Instrument' 568

This is to sein my wille obeyede his wille

In alle ping* as fer as reson fille

•Kepyng^ pe boundes of* my worschipe euere

Ne neuer hadde I ping* so leef* ne leuere 572
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As him god woof ne neuere sclial no mo

This laste lengere )jan a yer or tuo

If Thaf I supposed of^ him no ])ing^ but good

But^ fynally J)us atte laste it stood 576

That^ fortune wolde Jjaf he moste t\\ynne

Out^ of* ])at* place which Jjat^ I was Inne

Wher me was wo it* is no question

I kan not* make of* it* discripcion 580

ITor J)ing* dar I telle boldely

I knowe what* is ]>q peyne of* dejj J»er by

Such hai-m I felte for he ne mighte beleue [leaf 98]

So on a day of* me he tok^ his leue / 584

So sorwfully eek* I wende verrayly

That* he hadde feeled as moche harm as I

Whan Jjat* I herde him speke and sawe his hewe /

But* na]?eles I ])oughte he was so trewe/ 588

And eelv^ ]?at* he repaire scholde agayn

Wi])inne a litel while soj? to sayn

And reson wolde eelv' ])aV he moste go

ffor his honour as ofte happe]) so 592

That* I made vertu of* necessite /

& toob it* wel syn jjat* it / moste be

As I best* mighte I hidde from him my sorwe

And took* him by pe hond seint* lohn to borwe 596

And seyde jjus lo I am youres al

Be]) swich as I haue be to yow and schal

What* he answerde it* needejj nat* reherse

Who can seyn bet* ]}an he who can do werse 600

Whan he ha]j al wel seyd ))an ha]j he doon

Therfore byhoue]? him a wel long* spoon

That* schal eten wi]? a feend Jjus herde I seye /

So atte laste he moot* for]? his weye 604

And forth he fle]? til he com per him leste

Whan it* com him to purpos for to reste /

I trowe he hadde pilke text* in mynde / ^ ga^dent/?*"
''"^"^*

That* alle j^ing* repeyryng* to his kynde / 608
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Gladejj himself* / fiis seyn men as I gesse /

Men louen of propre kynde newfangilnesse /

As briddes doon Jjat' men in cages feede /

ffor Jjeigli J70U nighf & day take of* hem heede / 612

And strawe here cages faire as softe as silk"

And yeue hem sucre hony bred and mylk*

Yet* right* anon as jjat* his dore is vppe

he \vi]} his feet* wil sporne doun his cuppe 616

And to Jje woode he wole and wormes ete

So newefangel ben fei of* here mete

And louen noueleries of* propre kynde [leaf 99]

1^0 gentilesse of* blood may hem bynde 620

So ferde pis tercelet* alias IpQ day

: Though he were gentil born fressche and gay

'And goodly for to seen and humble and fre

he saugh vpon a tynie a kyte flee 624

And sodeinly he loued })e kyte so

That alle his loue is clene fro me go

And ha]j his troujje falsed in ])is wyse

Thus hajj ]>g kite my loue in hire seruise 628

And I am lorn wijjoute remedye

And wij) pat* word |?is faukoii gan to crye

And swouned eft/ in Canacees barm

Gret* was ]?e sorwe for pe haukes harm 632

That* Canacee and alle hire wo??imen maade

They nyste how jjey mighte |je fawkoil glade

But* Canacee home berej? hire in hire lappe

And softely in piastres gan hire wrappe 636

Ther as sche with hir beek* ha)) hurt* hir selue

'Now kan not* Canace but* herbes delue

Out* of* jje grounde and maken salues newe

Of herbes pr^ciouses and fyn of* hewe 640

To helen wij) j^e hauk* fro day to nyght*

Sche do]? hir besynesse and alle hire myght

And by hire beddes heed sche made a muwe

And couered it* with veluettes bluwe 644

CORPUS 211 (6-T. 496)



SIX-TEXT 497

GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Corpus MS.

In signe of^ troujje jjat* is in wowimen seene

And aHe wi]?oute pe muwe is peynted greene

In wliich were peynted alle jjese false fowles

As "ben jjise tydifs tercelettes and owles 648

Higlif for Jje spyte were peynted hem bysyde

Pyes on hem for to crye and chyde

Thus leet I Canacee hire hawk* keeping*

I wole nomore as now speke of* hire ryng* 652

Til it* come eft* to purpos for to seyn

how ]?at* ]jis ITaukon) gat* hire loue ageyn

Eepentaiit* as ]je storie telleJ7 vs peaf99,back]

By mediacioii of* Camballus 656

The kinges sone of* which I yow tolde /

But* hennes forth I wol proces holde

To speke of* auentures and of* batailles

That* yet* was neuer herde so gret* meruailles 660

ffirst* wil I telle yow of* Kambynskan

That* in his tyme many a cite wan

And after wol I speke of* Algarsif*

how ]jat* he wan Theodora to his wyf* 664

ffor whan ful ofte in gret* peril he was

Ne hadde he ben holpen by ]?e hors of* bras

And after wol I speken) of* Camballo

That* faught* in listes with Jje brejjeren tuo 668

ffor Canacee er ]jat* he might* hir wynne

And pel 1 lefte I wol ageyn bygynne

Appolo whirleth vp his char so hye Apoiio i. soi.

Til Jjat* Jje god mercurius hous pe slye / H Explicit .ij*^ pfirf^.
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§ 1. WIFE OF BATH'S PREAMBLE.

CORPUS MS.

Prolog W6' vxoris de Bathe, [headline] [leaf loo]

IT Vrologus vxo?'is

Expfirimenf jjoiigli noii aiictorite de Bathe .C".vij°.

Were in pis world is right* ynoiigh for me

To speke of* wo Jjat* is in mariage

IFor lordynges syn I twelue ^eer was of" age / 4

Thanked be god jjat* is eterne alyue

housbondes atte chirche dore I haue had fyue/

If* I so often niighf haue wedded be

But* alle were worjjy men in here degre 8

But* me was told certein nought* longe agones

[that criste ne wente / neuere but onys] [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14.]

To weddyng* in J?e Cane of* Galile /

That* by Jjilke ensample taught* he me 12'

That* I ne schulde wedded be but* ones

herk* eek* lo which a scharpe worde for jje nones

Besyde a welle Ihesu god and man

Spak* in repreef* of* Jje Samaritan 16

Thow hast* y-hadde .v. housebondes quod he

.

And j}at* ilke man ])at* now ha]) jje

Is not* Jjin housbonde pus sayde he certayne

What* he mente per-by I can nought sayne 20

Wele But* pat/ I axe why pe fyfte man

Was non housbonde to pe Samaritan

how many might* sche han in mariage 23

i3itt* hardde I neuere telle in al myn age [' '^'t''
^'"''' ^>^"'»otJier'

^ >J a hanUf over an eraaure.}
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Vppon )jis nombre diffinicioMn

Men may deuyne and glosen vp and doun

But^ wel I woot^ expresse wij^outen lye

God bad vs for to wexe and multiplye 28

That^ gentil text^ can I wel vnderstonde

Eke wel I woot^ lie seyde myn liousebonde

Schulde lete fader & mooder and take to me p,,Jm &"£•',«'

&

Buf of* noon nombre mension made he / »
ere i -c/

Of* Bigamye or of' Octogamye 33

Why schnlde men J?enne bane it' in vilanye /

loke bere ]>e wise man king' Salomon)

I trowe be badde wyues moo Jian on \ Genesis yo- Q«amobrem

Now wolde god if leeful were to me /
37

To be refreissbed balf* so ofte as be [leaf loo, back]

Wbicb 3ifte of god badde be for alle bis wyues

ISTo man baj? sucb j?af in ])is world a lyue is 40

God wof ])is noble king' as to my witte

The firste nigbt^ badde many a mery fitte

Wi]) icbe of* bem so wel was bim alyue

Blissed be god J)af I bane wedded fyue 44

Welcome Ipe sixte wban Jjaf eiier be scbal

ffor si])J)e I wille nougbf kepe cbaste in al

Wban myn bousebonde is fro Jje world y-gon

Som crystne man scbal wedde me anon 48

ffor ])an ])e apostle seijj paf I am free

To wedde a goddes balf* wlier if like]) me

be Seij} Jjaf to be wedded is no Senne % Uelms est nubere quam vri

Betre is if to be wedded pan to brenne 52

Wbaf rekke]) me Jjougb folk' sey vylanye

Of' scbrewed lametb and bis Bygamye /

I woof wel Abrabam was an boly man

And lacob eek' as fer as euer I can 56

And ecb of bem badde wyues mo Jian tuo

And many anoj^er boly man also

Wber can 36 say in any maner age

Tbaf vs god defended manage CO
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By expresse word I pray yow telle]? me

Or wher comaunded he v/rginite

I wot^ as wel as 3^e it^ is no drede

pe apostel whan he spekej) of* maydenhede 64

he seyde ]jer-of^ precepte hadde he noone

Men may counseille a wo?7imaii to ben oone

But^ counseilling* is no comaundeme^zt

he putte it* in oure owne luggement^ 68

ffor hadde god co?;unaimded maydenhede

jjanne hadde he dampned weddyng^ with J?e dede

And certes if* j^er were no seed y-sowe

virginite ]?anne wher-of* scholde it* growe 72

Poule dorste nought* comanden at* j^e leste

A jjing^ of* which his mayster ^af* him non heste [leaf loi]

The darte is sette vppe fro virginite

Chase who so may who so rennejj best* lat* see 76

But* jjis word is nought* take of"* euery wight*

But* J?ere as god wolde yeue it* of* his might*

I wot* wel ])at* pe apostel w^as a niayde /

But* najjeles jjough ])at* he wrot* or sayde 80

he wolde Jjat* euery wight* were such as he /

Al nys nat* but* counseile to v/rginite

And for to be a wijf* he yaf* me leue

Of* Indulgence so is it^ no repreue 84

To wedde me if* Jjat* my make deye /

Wijjoute excepcioii of* Bygamie /

Al were it good no wowman for to touche

he mente as his body or in his couche S8

IFor peril is bo]?e to touche and for to assemble

3e knowe what* pis ensample may resemble

This al and some he heeld v/rginite

More perfyt* J)an wedded in freelte 92

fireltee clepe I not^ but* paf he and sche

Wolde leede here lijf* al in chastite

I graunte it* wel I haue non envye

Though maydenhede preferre Bygamye 96
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It^ like)) liem to be clene in body and gosf

Of myn estate I wole make no boost^

ffor wel 36 knowe a lord in bis bousbold

ha]} not* euery vessele of* golde / 100

Some ben of* tree / and doon bere lord seruise

God clepe]) folk* to bim in sondry wise

And euericb baj? of^ god a p?-opre 3ifte /

Some ])is some ]?at* as bim like]) scbifte 104

virginite is gret* pe?'fection

And conscience eek* witb deuocioii

Eut* crist* ]7at* of* perfection is welle

Bad nougnt* euery wigbt* be sclmlde selle 108

Al J)at* be badde and 3iue it to Ipe pore

And in swicb wise folwe bim and bis lore [leaf 101, back]

be spat to bem >at* wolde lyue parfitly .J^^tel.fvaJit.,,, , i^j. j_,T vende OOTHiaque hafies

And lordynges by 30ure leue pat* am not* i & da paupenbws

I wole bystowe ]je flour of* alle myn age 113

In cbarite and fruyt* of* maryage

Telle me also to wbat* conclusion

Were membres maade of* generacion 116

And of* so parfyt* wise and wby y-wroiigbf

Triste]? riglit* wel Ipej w^ere not* made for nougbt

Glose wbo so wile and seye bojie vp and douii)

Tbat* Jjey were made for purgacio2m 120

Of* vryne and oure bojie jjinges sniale

Were eelv* to knowe a femal from a male

And for non oper cause wbat* seye 3e nof

Tbe experience woot* it* is nou3t* so 124

So jjat* J)e clerkes be not* witb me Avroj^e

I seye J)is ))at* jjey maked be for holpQ

Tbis is to seyn for office and for eese

Of* engendrynge Jjare we not* god displese 128

Wby scbulden men elles in bere bokes sette

Tbat* man scbal yelde to bis wijf* bis dette

Now wber-wi]) scbolde be paye bis payement

yf* ])at* be ne vsed bis seely instrument 132
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Than were pej maade vpon a creature

To purgie vryne and eek^ for engendure

But< I seye nought^ jjat^ eue?'y wiglif is holde

Tliat^ haj) such harneys as I to yow of^ tolde 136

To gon and vsen hem in engendrure

Thanne scholde men take of* chastite no cure

Crist* was a mayden and schapen as a man)

And. many a seynf syn fat* ]je world bygan 140

Yef lyued jjey euere in parfyt* chastite

I nel envye with no virginite

lete hem ete brede of* pured whete seed

And late vs wyues ete barly breed 144

And yet* with barly breed Mark* telle can V- catchu-ord: aieafout;
" '' a sheet misplaced]

Oure lord^ [Ihesu refresshed' / many a man [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14,
'- '

leaf 9.^, back]

in suclie estate as god hath cleped vs

I wol perceiver / I am nought p^-ecious 148.

in wiffhode wol I vse myn instrument

as frely as my maker / hath hit sent

yiff I be dangerous / god yeve me sorowe

myn housbonde shal it haue both eve and amorwe 152

whan that him list / com forth and pay his dette

an housbonde wol I haue / I wol not lette

which shal be / both my dettour and my thralle

and han his tribulaciou?^ with-alle 156

vppon his flesshe / while that I am his wiif

I haue the powei^ / durynge al my liff l^^^^J^fiS^"
1 • 11-/ 7 i. 1 potestatem set mulier &c

vppon his propre body / and not he

right thus the Aj^postel / tolde vn-to me 160

and bad oure housbondes / for to love vs welle

alle this sentence / me liketh euerydelle

Uppe sterte the pardoner / and that anoon

now dame q?/od he / bi god and bi seint lohn 164

ye ben a noble prechoure / in this caas

I was abovte to wedde a wiff allaas

what shulde I bye it / on my flesshe so dere

yit had I lever wedde noon to yere 168
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abyde quod she / my tale is not bigonne [MS Arch. Seid. B. I4j

nay thow shalt drynken / of another tonne

or that I go / shal sauour wers than ale [/ea/s5]

and whan I haue tolde forth my tale 172

of tribulaciou7i / that is in mariage

of which I am expert / in myn age

this is to seie / my-silff hath ben the whippe

than maistow chese / whether thow wilt sippe 176

of thilke tonne / that I shal abroche

be war of hit / or thow to nygh approche

for I shal telle ensamples / mo than ten

who so that wil not / be war bi other men 180

by him shulle other men corrected be

these same wordis / "writeth Protholome 1 Prothoiome

rede in his Almageste / and take it there

dame I wol pray yow / if youre wille Avere 184

seide this Pardoner / as ye bigan

telle forth youre tale / spare for no man

and teche vs yongemen / of ^'"oure j)ractike

gladly quod she / sith it may yow like 188

but that I pray / to al tliis compaiiye

if that I speke / after my fantesie

as taketh nought agreff / of that I seye

for myn entente / is not / but for to pleye

.

192

NOw sirs than shal I telle yow my tale

as eue?'e mot y drynke wyn or ale

I shal sey soth / tho housbondes that I hadde

as thre of hem w^ere goode / and two were badde 196

the thre were goode men / riclie and olde

vnneth myghten thei / the statute holde

in which thei were bounden vn-to me

ye wot wel what I meene of this parde 200

as god me helpe / I laugh whan I thynke

how pitously a nyght / I made hem swynke

but bi my fay / I tolde of hit no store

thei hadde me yeve here londe / and here tresore 204
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me nedede iioiiglit / do lenger diligence [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14]

to Wynne here love / and do hem reue?'ence

they loued me so wel / hi god above C/ea/85, hack]

that I ne tolde no deynte / of here love 208

a wise woman wol besy hir / euere in oon

to gete hir love / ye there as she hath noon

but sith I hadde hem / holly in myn honde

and that thei hadde / yeve me al here londe 212

what shulde I take kepe hem for to please

but if it were my p/'ofyte / and myn ease

I sette hem so a worke / bi my fay

that many a night / thei songen welaway 216

the Bacown was not fette for hem I trowel f^<=^- Seid b. 14 ex-
J tract stops]

That^ some men haue in Essexe slV Dunmowe [ieafio7;/orio2]

I gouerned hem so wel after my lawe

That' iche of' hem ful blisful was and fawe / 220

To bringe me gay jjinges fro |)e feyre

They were ful glad whan I spak to hem faire
[noileThand'i

ffor god it woof I chidde hem spytously

Kow herknej) how I bar me p?'oprely 224

ye wyse wyues Jjaf can vnderstande

Thus schulde ye speke and here hem wrong' on hande

ffor half' so boldely jjer can no man)

Swere and lye as a womman caii) 228

I seye nof ))is by wyues ]jaf ben wise /

Buf if be whan Jjaf jjey hem mysavyse /

A wise wijf' schal if ])af sche can hire good

Bere him on hond j^af j^e kow is wood 232

And take witnesse of hir owne mayde /

Of hire assenf but herke]) how I sayde /

Sire olde kaynard is }7is Jjin array

Why is my neyheboures wijf so gay 236

Sche is honoured ouer al wher sche gojj

I sitte af hom I haue no J?rifty cloj?

Whaf dostow af my neyhebores hous

Is sche so fair arf ])ou so amerous 240
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AYliat^ roune ^e wi]) oure mayde benedicite :

Sire olde lechour lef ]?y iapes be /

And if^ I liaiie a gossibb or a freeiide

Wil^oute gilte 36 chide as a feende 244

1^ jjat^ I walke or pleye vnto his hous

J)0u comest* home as drunken as a mous

And prechest^ on pi benche wijj euel preef*

J)OU seist* to me it is a gret^ meschief* 248

To wedde a pouer wo?72man for costage

And if* )?at* sche be riche of gret^ parage

fanne seistow |)at^ it^ is a tormentrie /

To sufFre hire pryde and hire malencolie / 252

And if^ ])af sche be fair fiou verray knaue /

Thow seist* }jat^ euery holonr wol hir haue /
[leaf 107, back]

Sche may no while in chastite abyde

That^ is assayed A'^pon eche syde 256

Thou seist^ some folt desire vs for richesse

Some for oure schapp and some for oure fayrnesse

And some for sche can ojjer synge or daunce

J»us saistow wernard god 3iue J)e meschance 200

Some for here liondes and here armes smale

Thus go]? al to ]je deuel by ])y tale/

Jjou seist^ men may not* kepe a castel walle

It* may so longe assailed ben ouer alle / 264

And if pat^ sche be foule ]jou seist* Jjat^ sche

CoueiteJ) euery man Jjat* sche may see

ffor as a spaynel sche wol on him lepe

Til jjat* sche fynde som man Jjat* wol hir chepe 268

Xe non so grey goos go]) })er in pe lake

As seist* J)ou ])at* wol be wi]jouten make

And seist* it is an hard 'ping' for to weelde

A mghf J>at< noman wille his ])ankes helde 272

Thus seistow lorel whan fiou gost* to bedde

And Jiaf no ^wys man neede]) for to wedde

And noman ])at* entendi]) to pe heuene

Wip wilde punder dent* and fyre leuene / 276
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Mote Jjy wicked necke be to-broke

jjou seisf pSiV droppyng' houses and eek* smoke

And chydyng* wyues maken men to fle

Out^ of^ here owne houses a benedicite 280

What^ eylejj swich an olde man for to chyde

Thou seisf we wyues wille oure vices hyde

Til we be faste and J?anne we wille hem schewe

Wei may ])is be a prouerbe of' a schrewe 284

Thou seist' jjat* Oxen assen hors and houndes

They ben assayed at* diuerse stoundes

Bacynes lauours or j^at* men hem bye

Spoones stooles and swich housbondrye 288

And so ben clojjes pottes and ojjer arrayes

But* of* wommen aren maked non assayes [leaf los, /or los]

Til jjei ben wedded olde dotard schrewe

And seist* how |?anne we wil oure vices schewe 292

Thou seist* also ])at* it* displeses me

But* if* ]?ou wille preyse my beaute

And but* J)ou poure alwey vpon my face

And clepe me faire dame in euery place 296

And but* ]jou make a feste on ])at* ilke day

That* I was born and make me freische and gay

And but* J)ou do to my norys honour

And to my chambre wi])inne my bour 300

And to my fadres folk* and his allyes

Thus seist* ])ou olde barel ful of* lyes

And yit of* oure apprentys lankyn

ffor his crispe heer schynynge so gold fyn 304

And for he squyeres me bojje vp and doun

yet* hastow ]}ought* and fals suspecioii

I wil him nought* jjough jjou were deed to mnrwe

But* telle me ])is why hydesf ])ou with sorwe 308

Thy keyes of* ]ji cheste away fro me /

It* is my good as wel as ]?in pc/rde

What* wenestow make an ydyot* of* oure dame /

iN'ow by fat* lord jjat* called is seint* Tame 3 1

2
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Jjou sclialt^ not^ bo])e ))oiigli ])ou were wood

Be maister of my body and my good

That* oon }?ou sclialt^ forgo maiigre ]?in ey3en

Wliat^ helpe]? it^ on me enquere and spyen 316

I trowe ]30ug!i ]?ou woldest^ loke me in ])i cheste

jjoii scholdest seie wyf* go where ]je leste

Take youre disporte I wol not^ leue no tales

I knowe 30W for a good wyf dame Alls 320

We loue no man jjat^ takejj keepe or charge

Where ])Sif we go we wole be at^ onre large

Of* alle men blessed mote he be

The wise astrologien dann ptholome 324

That^ seijj pis proue?'be in his almageste

Of^ alle men his wisdam is hyeste [leaf 108, back]

That* rekke]) not* who hafi Jje world in hande

By J)is prouerbe jjou schalt* wel vnderstande 328

haiie ])0U ynough what* ])ar ])e rekke or kare

how meryly |)af ojjer folkes fare

ffor certes olde dotard by youre leue

ye schulle haue queynte right* ynough at* eue 332

he is to gret* a nygard ])at* wol warne

A man to light* a candel at* his lantarne

he schal haue neuer ]?e lesse light/ parde

haue ])ou ynough ]?e j^ar not* p-leyne ))e 336

J70u seist* also ])at* if* |)ou make vs gay

Wijj clojjing^ or with p?*ecious array

That* it* is peril of* oure chastite

And 3it* with wordes ])ou most* enforce me / 340

And seie )?ise wordes in jje apostels name

In habyt* made with chastite and schame

ye wo??^men schnlle aj)paraille you qi/od he/

And nat* in tressed heer and gay perre 344

As perle ne wij) golde ne clo])es riclie

After ])i texte ne after ])i rubriche

I wol not* werke as mochil as a gnatt

poll saydest* als ]?at* I was like a catt* 348
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But* who so wolde senge a cattes skyn

fanne wolde Jje catt* wel dwellen in his In

And if* \)G cattes skyn be slike and gay

Sche nel not* dwelle in house half* a day 352

But* for]) sche wille or ony day be dawed

To schewe hire skyn and go a caterwrawed

])is is to say if* I be gay sir schrewe

I wil renne out* my borel for to schewe 356

Sire olde fool what* helpej? ]pe to spien

They Jjou prey argus with his J)ousand yhen
Sfue Sos*

To be my warde corps as he can best*

In feijj he schal not* kepe me but* if* me lest 360

yet* coujje I make his herd so mote I jjee

])ou seist* eek* ])at* Jjer ben J)inges ]7ree [ieafi09,/ori04]

pe whiche jjinges troublen al jjis Erjje

And jjat* no wight* may endure jje ferjje 364

leue sire schrewe ihe^u schorte Jii lijf*

yet* prechest* Jjou and seist* an hateful wijf*

y-rekned is for oon of* j?is meschances

Ben Jjer non ojjer maner resemblances 368

Jjaf ye may likene 30ure parables to

But* if* a sely wijf* be on of* po

And likenest* wo??imannes loue to helle

To bareyne lond Jjer w^ater may not* dwelle 372

)70U likenest* it/ also to wilde fyre

The more it brenneth pe Inore it* haj? desire

To consume eny ]?iug* ]?at* brende wolde be

Thou seist* Jjat* right^ as wormes schende a tree 376

Bight* so a wyf* destroyej) hir housebonde

This knowen pej ]?at* ben to wyues bonde

lordynges right* ])us -^e lian vnderstande

Bar I stifly my?^ olde housbondes on hande 380

])at* J)us jjey seyden in here drunkenesse

And eek* pat* he hadde suspecion and lelousnesse

On lankyn and on my nefe also

lord Jje peyne I dede hem and J)e woo 384
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fful gilteles by gocldes sweete pyne

fFor as an hors I coiijje bo]?e byte and whyne

I couj^e pleyne and I was in |)e gilte

Or elles ofte tyme I hadde ben spilte 388

Who so Jjat^ first* to mylle comjj ferst* grynte

I pleyned iirst* so was oure werre stynte

jjey were ful glade to excusen hem ful blyue /

Of* ping' which Jjei agilte neuer here lyiie 392

Of* wenches wolde I beren hem on honde

Whan ]?at* for sike pey might* vnnejje stonde

yet* tykeled I his herte for jjat he

Wende I hadde of* him so gret* chiertee 396

I swore ])at* al my walkynge be night*

Was for to aspye wenches J?at* he dighte [leaf loo, hack]

vnder Jjat* colour hadde I many a myrjje

ffor alle such witte is 3iue vs in oure birjje 400

Desceipte wepyng* spynnyng* god ha]? ^iue

To wo??iman kyndely whil bat* bei may Ivue 7 f?'^"^'"^
.^^'"^ "^i"®

And Jjus of* ])ing* I auaunte me

At* pe ende I hadde pe beste in eche degre 404

By sleighte or force or by som maner J)ing*

As by continuel murmur and grucching*"

Namely a bedde hadde pej meschaunce

Ther wolde I chide and do hem no plesaunce 408

I wolde no lenger in pe bedde abyde

If* ])at* I felte his arm ouer my sjde

Til he hadde made his raunsom vnto me

Thanne wolde I suflfre him do his nycete 412

And ]?erfore eue?y man ]jis tale I telle

Wywne who so may al are for to selle

Wij? empty hande men may non haukes lure

ffor wynnyng* wolde I al his lust* endure 4 1

G

And make me a feyned appetyt*

And 3it* in bakoii hadde I neuer delit/

That* maked me |)at* euer T wolde him chyde

ffor fough J)e pope hadde sete him besyde 420
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I wolde nou3f spare him at^ his oughne bord

ffor by my troujje I quitte him word for word

As helpe me verrey god omnipotent*

Jjough I right* now schulde make my testament* 424

I ne owe him a word pat* it* nys quitte

I brought* it so aboute by my witte

That* he muste 3iue it* vp as for Jje beste /

Or elles hadde we neuere ben in reste 428

ffor jjough he loked as a leoun

^et* scholde he faile of* his conclusion

Thenne wolde I seye now goode leef* take keepe /

how mekely loke]? wilkyn oure scheepe 432

Com ner my spouse lat* me ba Jji cheeke

3e schulle be al pacient* and meeke [leaf no, /or los]

And han a sweete spiced conscience /

Syn 3e so preche of* lobis pacience 436

SuffreJ) alwey syn ^e so wel can p?'eche

And but* ^e do certein we schul 30U teche

That* it* is fair to haue a wyf* in pees

On of* vs moot* bowen doutelees 440

And sijjjje a man is more resonable

Than woman is sire 36 moste be suffrable /

What* eyle]) 30U to grucche Jjus and grone

Is it* for 3e wolde haue my queynte allone 444

Whi tak* it* al / lo haue it* euery del

Petir I schrewe 30U but* 3e loue me wel

ffor If* I wolde selle my bele chose

I cou]}e walke as freissche as a rose 448

But* I wil kepe if for 30ur owne tojj

36 be to blame by god I seye 30U soj)

Suche maner wordes hadde we on honde

'Now wol I speke of* my ferj)e housbonde / 452

IT My fer])e housbond was a reuelour

This is to seye he hadde a pt^ramour

And I was yong* and ful of* Eagerie

Styborne and strong* and ioly as a pye 456
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lord how coiijje I daimce to an liarj)e smale /

And synge jwjs as eny nyglityngale /

"Wlian I hadde dronke a drauglite of^ sweete wyn

Meteling^ ])e foule clierle ]>& swyn 460

That* with a staf^ byraft' his wif< hir lyf*

£for sche drant wyn |)ough I hadde ben his wijf*

Ne schulde he nought^ han daunted me fro drynke

And after wyn on venus most^ I j^inke 404

fFor also syker as colde engendrej? hayl

A likerous nioujj nioste han a likerous tail

In wo?7iman violent^ is no defence

This knowen lecchoures by experience 408

But^ lord crist^ whan Jjat' it^ remembre]) me /

vpon my ^oujje and my lolyte peafiin, back]

If tykele}) me about* mjn herte roote

vnto ))is day if do]? m.j7i herte boote 472

faf I haue had my world as in my tyme

Buf age alias ])af al wol envenyme

hajj me byraff my beaute and my pijj

laf go far wel Jie deuel go ])e?'-wi]) 476

The flour is gon ])er is nomore to telle

The bren as I besf can now moof I selle

Buf 3ef to be righf mery wol I fonde /

Now forj) to telle of* my fer])e housbonde 480

I seye I hatte in herte gref despyf

Thaf he of* eny oj^er hadde delyf

But* he was quyte by god and by sent lose

I made him of* fe same woode a crose 484

Not* of* my body in no foul manere

But* certeinly I made folk* such cheere

That* in his owne grece I made him frye

ffor angery and for verray lalousie / 488

By god in er]?e I was his purgatorie

ffor which I hope his soule be in glorie /

ffor god it* wot* he sat* ful ofte and song*

Whan ]3at* his scho ful bitterly him wrong* 492
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ffor Jjer was non sauf* god and lie jiiat^ wiste

In many wise where I him twiste

he deyed whan I cam fro lerusalem

And h]7 y-graue vnder J)e Eoode heem 496

Al nys his tombe not so cmious

As was fe sepulcre of* him Darius

"Which Jjat^ appelles wroughten subtilly

It^ nys but' waste to burye him p?'eciously 600

laf him far wel god ^iue his soule reste

he is now in his graue and in his cheste

U Now of* my fyipe housbonde wil I telle

God late neuer his soule come in helle / 504:

And 3it* was he to me |)e moste schre-vve /

That^ feele I on my ribbes al by rewe [leaf ui./orioe]

And euere schal vnto my?? endyng< day

But* in a bed he was so freissh and gay 508

And J)er-wi])-al so wel coujie he me glose
/

"Whan ])at* he wolde han my bele chose /

J?af jjough he hadde me bete on euery boon

he couJ?e wynne agayn my loue anon 612

I trowe I loued him jje bet* for he

Was of* his loue daungerous to me

"We wymmen han if* J)at* I schal not* lye

In pis manere a queinte fantasye 516

"Wayte what* J?ing we may nought* lightly haue

Ther-after wole we crye alday and crane /

fforbede vs fing* and pat* desyren we

Frees on vs faste and panne wil we flee / 520

Wip daunger outen we alle oure chaffare

Gret* prees at* market* makep deere ware /

And to gret* cheep is holde / at* litel pris

This knowep euery W0772man pat* is wys 624

My .vf housbonde god his soule blesse

"Which pat* I took* for loue and no richesse /

he som tyme was a clerk* of* Oxenforde

And hadde left* scole and wente at* horn to horde 528
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Wi]? my gossybb dwellyng^ in oure toun

God haue hire soule hir name was alisot^n

Sche knew myn herte and al my prinyte /

Bettre Jjan oure parissclie prest^ so mote I ]?ee /
532

To hire bywreyed I my counseil al

ffor hadde mjn housbonde pyssed on a w^al

Or don a Jjing^ fat' schulde haue cost^ his lyf*

To hire and to anojjer wor]?y wyf^ 536

And to my neece which I lone wel

1 wolde han told his counseiH euerydeii

And so I dede fill ofte god it^ woof

That made his face often reed and hoot' 540

ffor verray schame and blamed himself^ for he

hadde told to me so gref a pryuyte [leaf in, back]

And so it^ felle Jiat' ones in a lente

So ofte tyme vnto my gossib wente /
544

ffor euer 3it I loued to be gay

And for to walke in march aueril and may

ffrom hous to hons to herkne sondry tales

That^ lankyn clerk* and my gossibb dame alis 548

And I my self* in to jje feldes wente

myn housbond was at* londoii al ])at* lente

I hadde \)Q bettre leysir for to pleye

And for to see and eek* for to be seye 552

Of* lusty folk* what* wist* I wher my grace

Was schapen for to be or in what* place

ferfore made I my visitacions

To vigilies and to processions 556

To prechyng* eelC and to pis pilgrimages

To pleyes of* myracles and of* mariages

And wered vpon my gaye skarlet* gytes

This wormes ne ]?ise mo]?]jes ne pise mytes 560

vppon my peril frete hem neuer a del

And wostow why for pey were vsed wel

1[ :N'ow wol I tellen forp what* happed me

I seye pat* in pe feeldes walked we 564
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Til trewely we hadde such dalyance

]}is clerk* and I Jjat^ of my purueiaunce

I spab to him and seyde how ])at^ he

If I were wydow schulde wedde me 568

ffor certeynly I seye for no bobaunce /

psif was I neuer ^it^ wijioute purueance

Of mariage ne of* oJ?er ])inges eeke

I holde a mouses witte nat* worj) a leelc* 572

J)af ha]} but* oon hole for to stirten to

And if J?at* faile J)an is al y-do

ri bar him on honde / he had enchaunted me J^p ^^h ^f
^•

L ' B. 14. No oiher

my dame taughte me / that subtilte
?hf^J'ihws^-~'G^

and eke I seide / I mette of him al night
I'arker.]

he wolde haue shamed me / as I lay vpright

and al my bed was ful / of verry blood

but yit I hope / that ye shul do me good 580

for blood bitokeneth gold / as me was taughte

and al was fals / for I dremed right naughte

but as I folwed ay / my dames lore

als wel of that / as of other thinges morel t^s Arch. Seid. b. 14.
' ° J extract stools]

Buf now sire laf me see what* I schal seyn

A ha . by god I haue my tale agayn

Whan jjat* my fer))e housbonde was on here

I wepe algate and made sory chere [leaf 112, /or 107] 588

As wyues mooten for if is vsage /

And with my keuisrcheeff couered my visage

But* for J)af I was purueyed of a make /

I weep but* smale and jjaf I vndertake 592

To chirche was my?z housbond y-born on morwe

With neghebours jjaf for him made sorwe

And lankyn oure clerk* was on of ]jo

As help me god whan Jjat* I seih him go 596

After ])e beere me jjought* he hadde a paire

Of legges and of feet* so cleene and faire

That* al myn herte I yaf vnto his holde

he was I trowe twenty wynter olde 600
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And I was fourty if^ I schal seye so]?

Buf yef I hadde alwey a coltes to]?

Gaf tojjed I was and ])at bycam me wel

I hadde jje printe of" seint* venus sel C04

As help me god I was a lusty oon)

And fair and riche and ^ong^ and wel hygon

And trewely as myn housbond tolde me

I hadde ]?e beste queynte Jjat/ mighte be G08

[for Curtis I am al fully Venerian ^^^j^'^j^,S
in feUng / and myn herte is Marcian g'i:!^l ff"^'*'

"' ''''^

Venus me yaff my lust / my likerousnes

and Mars yaff me / my sturdy hardynes] 612

Myn ascendent* was Taur and ]\rars IpermnQ

Alias alias Jjat* euer loue w^as synne /

I folwed ay myn inclinacion

By yertue of* my constellacioil
* 616

That* made me I couj^e not* wijjdrawe

My chambre of* venus from a good felawe

[yit haue I Mars is marke / vppon my face ^^^\^Smo'ai^:

and also in another prevy place -idXu no other
„ , • 1 /

• Oxford MS has
for god so WIS be / my sauaciown them.—G. p.]

I loued neuere / bi no discressio?m

but euere folwed / myn appetite

al were he long / shorte / blak or white 624

I toke no kepe / so that he liked me

how pore he was / ne eke of what degre]

What* schulde I seye but* at* j^e mon]?es ende

This loly clerk* lankyn ]?at* was so heende /
628

ha]) wedded me -with gret* solempnite

And to him 3af* I al J^e lend and fee
/

That* euere was me ^iuen pev byfore

But* afterward repented e me ful sore G32

he nolde suffre no ]jing* of* my lest*

By god he smot* me onys on }je lest*

ffor J?at* I rente out* of* his book* a leef*

That* of* jjat* strook* my eeren woxen deef* [leaf 112, back] G?>G
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IT Stiborne I was as is a leonesse /

And of* my tonge a verray langieresse /

And walke I wolde as I hadde don biforn

ffrom lious to hous al Jjougii he hadde it sworn 640

ffor wiJ7 ful often tyme he wolde preche

And me olde romance gestes teche

how he simplicius Galhis lefte his wijf*

And hire forsoolv* for terme of^ his lijf^ 644

Not* biit^ for openhede he hir say

Lokyng^ out' at* his dore on a day

Anojjer Eomayn tolde he me by name

That* for his wyf* was at' a Somer game / 648

Wi]?oiite his wytyng' he forsook* hire eeke

And Jjanne wolde he vpon his bible seeke

That" ilke prouerbe of* ecclesiaste

Wher he comaunde]? and forbedejj faste 652

Man schal not* suffre his wyf* to roule aboute

])an wolde he seye right* pns wijjouten doute

Who so Jjat* buldeth his hous al of* salwes nota bene

And prike]? his blynde hors ouer J)e falwes 65

G

And suffrejj his wijf* go for to seeken halwes

Is worjjy for to be hanged on ]?e galwes

But* al for nought* I sette nat* an hawo

Of* his prouerbes ne of* his olde la"we 660

JSTe I wolde not* of* him corrected be /

I hate him ]jat* my vice telle)? me

And so don mo god woot* of* vs jjan I

This made him with me wood al outerly 664

I nolde not* forbere him in no caas

ISTow wil I seie 30U sojj by seint Thomas

Why ])at* I rent* out* of* his book* a leef*

ffor which he smot* me Jjat* I was deef* 668

he hadde a book* fat* gladly night* and day

ffor his disporte he wolde rede alway

he clepede valery and Theofraste

At* which book* he lowh alwey ful faste [leaf 113, /orios] 672
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And eet ])er was som tyme a clert in Rome /

A Cardinal ])ai? highte seint^ lerome

That* made a boot a3ein louynian

In which book* eeke Jjcr was Terculan C7G

Crisippus Trocula and helowys

That^ was abbesse naf fer fro Parys

And eek Jie parables of^ Salomon)

Ovides art^ and bokes many oon) G80

And alle ]?ise were bonnde in oo volume

And euery nighf and day was his custume

Whan he hadde leysyr and vacaciouii)

ffrom oJ)er worldly occupacioii 684

To reden in jjis book of* wikked 'S'S'j'Ties

he knew of* hem mo legendes and lyues

Than ben of* goode -wyiies in ]?e bible /

ffor trnste]) wel it* is an impossible 6SB

That* ony clerk* wole speken good of* wyues

But* if* it* be of* holy seintes lyues

"Nq of* non o])er wommen neuer ])e mo

"Who peynted Jje lyoun tel me who C92

By god if* wo??2men liadden wiiten stories

As clerkes han wijjinne here oratories

They wolde haue writen of* men more wickednesse

Than alle ]je marke of* adam may redresse G96

The children of* mercuric and venus

Ben in here werkynge contrarious

Mercuric louejj wisdam and science /

And venus loue]? ryot* and dispence / 700

And for here diuerse disposicion

Eche fallejj in ojjres exaltacioii

As ]}us god wot* mercuric is desolat

In Piscis. where venus is exaltat* 704

And venus falle]) per mercurie is reised

Ther-fore no wo??iman of* no man is preysed

The clerk whan he is oldc and may not^ do

To Venus werk nought* worj? his olde scho peafii.'], back]
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Than sitte he doun and writ^ in his dotage /

That^ wo??2nien con not^ keepe here manage

But^ now to purpos why I tolde pe

That* I was beten for a book^ pardee 712

Vppon a night' lankyn J^af was oure syr^

Redde on liis book* as he saf by pe fyre

Of' Eiia firsf |?af for hire wickednesse

Was al mankynde brought* to wrecchednesse 716

[for which Ihesu crist / him silff was sleyne ^^f ^.'^-
If^j^^'

that bought vs with his herte blood a<?eyne iLamijis isq omits
° o •^ 710—7'iO.]

lo here expresse of recorde / may ye fynde

that woman was the loos / of al mankynde] 720

Tho redde he me how Sampson lost* his heris

Slepyng* his le/r^man kit* if Avij? liir scheris

Thurgh which tresoii lost* he bojie his eycn

Tho redde he me if* ]}af I schal not* lyen 724

Of* ercules and of* his deyanire
/

That* caused him to sette himself* a fyre

No ping* for-gat* he jje penance and woo

That* Socrates hadde with his wyues tuo 728

how ])at* ancipa caste pisse on his heed

This seely man sat* stille as he were deed

he wyped his heed no more durste he seyn

But* or pat* pundir stynte come]) a reyn 732

Of* Pliasijjha pat* was pe queen of* Grete /

ffor schrewednesse him pought* pe tale swete

fly spek* nomore it is a grisly ping*

Of* hire horrible lust* and hire likyng^ 736

Of* Clitermistra for hire leccherie

That* falsly made hir housbonde for to dye

he redde it* wip wel good deuocion

he tolde me for what* occasion 740

Amphiorax at* Thebes lost* his lyf*

Myn housbond had a legend of* his wijf"*

Eriphilem pat* for an ouche of* golde

hap pryuyly vnto pe Grekes tolde 744
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Wlier ]?af liir housbond hid liim in a jDlace

fFor which he hadde at^ Thebes sory gmce

Of< lyma tolde he me and of^ lucye 747

They bojje made here housbondes for to dye [leaf iii,/or kiu]

That^ on for loue J?at^ ojjer was for hate

lyma hire housebonde on euen late

Enpoysoned hadde for sche was his foo

Lucia likerous loued hir housbonde so 752

Thaf for he scholde vppon hir alwey jjinke

Sche yaf* him such a loue maner diynke

Thaf he Avas deed er it^ was by ]je morwe

And J)us algates housbondes han sorwe 756

Than tolde he me how oon latumyus

Compleigned to his felaw arius

Thaf in his gardyn growed such a tree

On which he seyde faf his wyues jjre 7GO

hanged heniselue for hertes dispitous

leeue bro]?er quod ])is arious

^if* me a plante of^ ]}at^ blisful tree

And in my gardyn planted schal it be/ 704

Of^ later date of' wyues hajj he redde

That* han slayne here housbondes in J^e bedde

And leet' hir lecchour dight hir al jje night'

AYhan jjaf |?e corps lay in Jje floor vpright^ 708

And some han dryuen nayles in here brayn

Whil Jjaf Jjey sleepe and jjus jjey han hem slayn

Some han ^iuen poyson in here drynke

He spab more harme fan herte may be]?ynke 772

And ])er-wi]3-al he knew of* mo prouerbes

])an in J)is worlde Jier growen gresse or herbes f soiomeii ;{ses«

Bef is quod he Jjin habitacion

Be with a leoun) or a foul dragon 776

Than with a wo??iman vsyng' for to chyde

Bef is quod he heihe in Ipe roof* abyde

Than wijj an angry wyf doun in an hous

They ben so wicked and cont?'«rious 780
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jjey hatejj J?at< here housbondes louej) ay

he seyde a wo?/imaii cast^ hir schame away

Whan sche cast' of hir smok* and forj^ermo

A fair wommaii biit< sche be chasf also peaf lu, back] 784

Is lyk* a goldryng< on a sowes nose

Who wolde wene or wolde suppose

jie woo fat' in m.jn herte was and pyne

And whan I saugh he wolde neuer fyne 788

To reden on ]}is cursed book' al nighf

Al sodeinly jjre leues haue I plighf

Ouf of* his book* righf as he red and eeke

I with my fesf so took* him on |je cheeke 792

jjat* in oure fire he fille bakward adoun

And he vpstirte as dojj a wood leoun

And with his fest* he smof me on fe heed

]?af in ]}Q floor I lay as I were deed 796

And whan he saugh how stille ]?af I lay

he was agast and wolde han fledde away

Til atte laste ouf of' my swowe I brayde

hasf J?ou slayn me false peef' I sayde 800

And for my lond ]jus hastow moerdred me /

Or I be deed 3if wol I kisse ]?e

And neer he come and kneled faire adoun

And seyde deere suster alisozm 804

As help me god I schal jje neuer smyte

jjaf I haue doon if is piself* to wyte

ffor^iue if me and |)af I ]3e beseke /

And 3if effsones I hitte him on Jje cheeke / 808

And seyde jjeef* Jjus mochel am I wreke

Now wil I dye I may no lenger speke

Buf af Jje laste / wi]) mochel care and woo

We felle acorded by vs seluen tuo 812

he 3af' me al pe brydel in myn hond

To haue Jje gouernance of* hous and lond

And of' his tunge and of' his hand also/

And made him brenne his book" anon righf Jjo 816
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And whan ])at I hadde geten vnto me

By maistrie al pe souerainte

J?an lie seyde myn owne trewe wjf"
^ofthl^pagef'

°* ^"^'"'^

Do as J70II list' J»e te?'me of* alle ]?y lif' /
[leafioib./onio]

kepe J)in honour and keep eek* myn estate
/

After ])af day we hadde neuer debate /

God help me so I was to him as k}Tide

As eny wijf" from Denmark' in to ynde 824

And al so trewe and so was he to me /

I pray to god ])af sitte in mageste

So blisse his soule for his mercy deere

IsTow wol I telle my tale if' 3e wol heere 828

IT Here ende]) ])e prologe of* ]?e gode wif* of Bajje

[The Wrangle heticeen the Summoner and Friar.']

The frere lowh whan he ha]? herd al ]?is

IsTow dame oiuod he so haue I ioye or blis

This is a long' preamble of a tale

And whan jjis somnour herde Jje freere gale / 832

Lo (iiiod pQ soTmiour goddes amies tuo

A freere "udlle entremette him eue^Tno

lo goode men a flye and eek* a freere

Wille falle in euery dissche and eet/ matiere / 836

What' spekesf ])ou of* preambulacion

'What' amble or trotte or pees or go sif donn

Thou lettest/ oure disporf in ]?is nianere /

36 woltow so ]?ou sompnowr (^uod ]?e ffrere / 840

Kow by my fay I schal er ]?af I go

Telle of a Somnour such a tale or tuo

Thaf alle Jje folk* schulle laughen in ]?is j^lace

Now elles frere I beschrewe ])y face 844

Quod ]jis somnour and I byschrewe me /

Buf if I telle ])e tales tuo or Jjre

Of freres or I come to Sydyngborne

faf I schal make Jjin herte for to morne 848
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ffor wel I wof jjy pacience is gon

Oure hoste cryde pees and ]?af anon

And seyde lat* jje womman telle hir tale /

Ye faren as foll^ ])at* dronlcen ben of^ ale 852

Do dame telle for]? youre tale and ])af is beste

Al redy sire qzwcZ sche right* as yow leste

pif I have licens o]f ])is worjji frere [^ MScut away, z/ioib, m]

[^ Yis dame telle] forj? ]ji tale I wol here 856
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[1 Here "bigynnetli] ])e goode wyues tale of bathe [on if loi, tt]

[1 MS cut awai;.']

"E olde dayes of^ ]>& king^ artliour

[0]f^ which. J?at* britons speken gret^ liowour

[A]l was ]?is land fulfild of fayerie

[T]he elfe queen with hire ioly compaignie 8G0

[D]aunced wijjouten in many a greene niecde

[TJhis was |je olde opjTiioii as I rede

[T S2)eke of many] hundred ^eer ago

[But] now can noman see non elues moo 8G4

[For] Jje grete charite and Jie preyeres

[Of] lymytoures and o]?re pouere freeres

[T]hat^ serchen eue?y land and euery streeni

[A]s ])ikke as motes in jje sonne beem) 868

Blissynge halles chambres boures

[C]itees burghes castels hihe toures

[T]hropes bernes schipenes dayeries

This makejj Jjat^ jjer ben no fayeries 872

ifor ])er as wont^ to walke was an elf

Ther walke]) now \iq lymytour himself

In vndermeles and in morwenynges

And seijj his matyns and his holy Jjinges 876

As he go]) in his lymytacio?m

"VYommen may go now sauily vp and do?m

In euery busch or vnder euery tree

J)er is non o])er Incubw^ but^ he 880

And he wol do hem but* dishonoz^r

And so felle it / })at^ })is king* arthour

hadde in his hous a lusty bacheler

faf on a day cam rydyng* fro ryuer 884
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And happed alone as sclie was born

he saugh a mayden walkyng< him biforn)

Of* which mayde mangre hire heed

By verray force he refte hir maydenhed 888

ffor which oppression was such clamour

And swich pursute vnto ])e king* artour [leaf 102, for iii]

That* dampned was Jjis knight* for to be deed

Ey cours of* lawe and scholde haue lost"* his heed 892

Pe?'auenture such was Jje statute Ipo

But* fat* Jje queene and oj^er ladyes mo

So longe preyede pe king* of* grace /

Til he his lijf* Mm g?'aunted in fe place 896

And yaf* him to Jje queen al at* hire wille

To cheese whe]?er sche wolde him sane or spille

The queen fankej? jje king* with alle hire might*

And after j}is jjus spalC sche to ])g knight* 900

AVhan J?at* sche seigh hir tyme on a day

fou stondest* 3et* quod sche in such aray

Jjat* of* ])i lijf* 3et* hast* ]?ou no suerte

I gmunte \)e lijf* if* Jjou canst* telle me 904

What* )?ing* is it/ fat* wo?7imen most desiren

Be war and keep ]ji neeke bon from yren

And if* |)0u canst* nought* telle if me anon

3it/ wol I 3iue pe leue for to gon ^08

A twelf* monjje and a day to seeke and lere

An answere sufficant/ in pis matiere

And seurte wil I han or )}at* ]?ou pace

Thy body for to yelden in pis place 912

Wo was pis knight* and sorufully he sikep

But what* he may not* do al as him likep

And at* pe laste he chese him for to wende /

And come a3ein right* at* pe yeres ende / 91

G

With swich answere as god wolde him purueye /

And takep his leue and wendep forp his weye

he seekep euery lious and euery place /

Wher as he hopep for to fynde grace 920
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To lerne what* J^ing* wo??inien loiien most*

But* he now coujje arryneu in no coost*

Wher as he mighte fynde in ])is matere /

Tuo creatures acordyng* in feere 92i

Some seyden wo?7imen lone best* richesse

Some seyde honour some seyden lolynesse / p^af 102, back]

Some riche array some seyden lust* a hedde /

And ofte time to be wydewe and wedde / 928

Some seyden ]?at* we be most* yesed

"VYhan jjat* we ben y-flatered and y-plesed

he go]) ful neigh ]?e so]je I wol nat* lye

A man schal wynne vs best* wij? llaterie 932

And with attendaunce and w4]j besynesse

Een we y-lymed bojie more and lesse
/

And some men sein how ])at* we louen best*

ffor to be fre and do right* as vs lest* 936

And pat* noman / repreue vs of* oure vice

But* seye J}at* we be wyse and no])ing* nyce

ffor trewely jjer nys non of* vs alle /

If* eny wdght* wol clawe vs on Jje galle
/

94:0

fat* we nyl loke or he sei]? vs so])

Assay and he schal fynde it* Jjat* he do])

ffor be we neuer so vicious wijsinne

"We wil be holden wys and clene of* synne 914

And some men sein Jjat* gret* delyt* haue we

ffor to be holden stable and ek* secre

And in 00 purpos stedefastly to dwelle

And not* bewreye fing* J)at* men vs telle 918

But ])at* tale is not* wor]) a rake stele

Parde we wommen konnen no])ing* hele

"Witnesse on Myda wil 36 heere j)e tale /

Ovide amonges oJ)er ])inges smale 952

Setthe myda hadde vnder his longe heris

Growynge vp his heed two assis eeres

J)e whiche vice he hidde as he best* might'

fful sotilly from euery mannes sight 956
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fat* saf his wijf^ fer wisV o^ it no mo

he loued hire most* and trusted to hire also

he preyde hire niost^ f>af vnto no creature

Sche scholde not^ tellen of^ his disfigure 960

Sche swor him nay for al ])is world to wynne /

Sche wolde do jjat' vylanye or j^at' synne [leaf los, /or 112]

To make hire houshonde han so foul a name

ffor reproeuyng' of^ him and foule schame 964

But^ najjeles liir poughte })at^ sche dyde

That^ sche so longe scholde a counseil hyde

hir jjought* it^ sat* so sore aboute hir herte

That* needely som word hir most* asterte 968

And si])|?e sche dorste tellen it no man

Doun to a mareys faste sche ran

Til sche cam jjer hir herte was a fyre

And as a bytore bumli]) in ]je myre 972

Sche leyde hire niou]) vnto jje water doun)

Bewreye me nought* ])ou water with
J?y

soun

Quod sche to ]je I telle it and nomo

Myn housebonde ha]} longe asses eeres tuo 976

Now is myn herte al hool now it* is oute

I might* no lenger kepe it* out* of* doute

here may ^e see jjough we a tyme abyde

Yet* out* it* moot* we mowe no counseil hyde 980

The remenant* of* J?e tale if* ye wol heere

Rede]j Ovyde and ^e may it* leere

This knight* of* which my tale is specially

Whan Jjat* he saugh he mighte nought* come Jje/'by 984

])is is to seye what* wo??zmen louen most*

Wijjinne his herte sorwful was j^e gost*

But* home he goj) he mighte nought* soiourne

]je day was come ])at* homward most* he tourne 988

And in his way it* happed him to ryde

In alle his care vnder a forest* syde

Wher he saugh on one daunce go

Of* ladyes xxiiij. and 3if mo 992
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Toward Jje daunce lie drowe him yerne

In hope ])CiV soni \visdam schulde he lerne

But^ certeinly or he cam fully ]?^re /

Yanyssched was ])e daunce he nyste not where / 996

]^o creature saugh he J^at bar lyf^

Saue in pe grene he saugh sittyng^ a wijf^ [leaf los, back]

A foulere wight^ J?er may non deuyse

Agayn J^e knight^ Ipe olde wdjf^ gan arise 1000

And seyde sire knight^ here for]? ne lijj no wey

Telle me what* jjat^ 36 seken by 30ure fey

Perauenture it may ])e bettre be /

This olde folk* konne mochel Iping' quod sclie / 1004

my leeue mooder quod )}is knight* certeyn

I am but* ded but* if* Jjat* I can seyn

What* ])ing* it* is pat* AVO???nien most* desire

Cowde 36 me wisse I wolde wel quyte youre liyre 1008

Plight* me ])i trouj^e here in myn hand ciuod sche

The nexte Jjing* ])at* I require ]?e

Thou schalt* it* do if* it* lye in Jjy
might*

And I wil telle it* 30U or it be night* 1012

haue here my trou])e quod Ipe knight* I graunte

Than quod sche I may me wel auaunte

Thy lyf* is sauf* for I wol stonde jjer by

vpon my lijf* ]?e queen wole seye as I 1016

lat* se which is j^e proudest* of-* hem alie

That* were]) on a kerchef* or a calle

Jjat* dar say nay of* Jjat* I schal 30U teche

lat* vs go forjj Avijjoute lenger speche 1020

Tho rowned sche a pystel in his eere

And bad him to be glad and haue no feere

"Whan ]7ey be comen to Jje court* j?is knight*

Seyde he hadde holde his day as he hadde hight^ 1024

And redy was his answere as he sayde

fful many a noble ^vijf* and many a mayde

And many a wydoAve for ]?at* j^ey ben wyse /

The queen hir seluen sittyng* as lustyse 1028
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Assembled ben his answer for to heere

And afterward ))is kniglif was bode appeere

And j^at* ]?e kniglit^ schal telle in audience

To euery wiglif comanded was scilence 1032

What* Jjing* Jjat* worldly wo??imen louen meest*

This knighf ne stood nat* stille as do]? a beest* [leafici./oriis]

But* to his question anon answerde /

With manly vols Jjat* al ]pe court/ it herde 1036

My liege lady generally quod he /

Wo^/iman desire]) to haue soueraynte

As wel ouer hir housbonde and hire loue

And for to be in maystrie him aboue . 1040

J)is is ^oure most* desyr Jjough 30 me kille

Dof) as you list* I am heer at* your wille

In al ])e court* ne was ]jer wijf* ne mayde

'Ne wydewe ])at* contraried fiat* he sayde 1044

But* seyden he was worjjy han his lijf*

And wi]) Jiat word vp sterte ])at* olde wijf*

Which ]7at* fie knight* saugh sittyng* on pe grene

Mercy quod sche my souerayn lady queene/ 1048

Or ])at* youre court* departe do me right^

I taughte fiis answere vnto fiis knight*

ffor which he jDlighte me his treu]}e ])ere

The firste fiing* I wolde of"* him requere 1052

he wolde it* do if* it* lay in his might*

Byfore fie court* fian preye I fie sire knight*

Quod sche Jjat* Jjou me take vnto f)i wijf*

ffor wel ]jou wost* f)at* I haue kept* fiy lijf* 1056

If* I seye fals sey nay vpon fiy fey

This knight* answerde alias and AveyloAvey

I wot* right* wel ])at* such was my biheste /

ffor goddes loue chese a newe requeste/ 1060

Tak* al my good and lat* my body go

^Nay fian quod sche I schrewe vs bofie tuo

ffor ])ough fiat* I be foule and olde and poure

I nolde for al })e metal ne for oure 1064
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Jjaf vnder er])e is graue or Hip aboiie

But" if ]?at I Jjy
wyf were and Ipi loue

My loue quod he nay my dampnacioii

Alias J?at< eny of* my nacion 1068

Seholde euere so foule y-disparaged be

But* al for nouglit^ J^e ende is ]?is ]jat* he [leaf io4, back]

Constreyned was he nedes moste hire wedde

And take]j jjis olde mjf* and go]) to bedde 1 072

Now wolden some men seyn pe^'auenture

That for my necgligence I do no cure

To telle 30U pe loye and Jje array

That* af jje feste was ))at' ilke day 1076

To which ))ing* schortly answere I schal

I seye ))er was no ioye ne feste at* al

Jier nas hut* heuynesse and mochil sorwe

ifor priuely he wedded hire on a morwe 1080

And al day after hidde him as an owle /

So wo was him his wijf* loked so foule

Gret* was )?e sorwe ]>e knight* hadde in his jjought*

"Whan he was T\dth his wyf* a bedde brought* 1084

he walwe]) and tornej? to and fro

his olde wijf* lay smylyng* eueremo

And seide dere housbonde benedicite

ffare]) euery knight* ]?us with his wijf* as 36 1088

Is Jiis ]>e lawe of-* king arthures hous

Is euery knight* of* his loue J)us daungerous

I am 30ur owne loue and eek* 30ure Vv^jf*

I am sche which Jjat* saued ha)? 30ure lijf* 1092

And certes 3it* dede I 30U neuer vnright*

"Why fare 3e ]?us wij? me ]?e ferste night

36 faren Hke a man Jiat* hadde lost* his wit

ffy what* is my gilt* for godes loue tel it* 1096

And it* schal ben amended if* I may

Amended quod. ])is knight* nay nay

That* wil nat* ben amended neueremo

J)ou art* so lo))ly and so olde also 1100
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And per-to comen of* so lowli a k^oide

Thaf litel wonder is jjougli I walwe & wynde

So wolde god my?* lierte wolde breste

Is j)is (luod sche Ipe cause of' 3011x6 vnreste i 1104

36 • certeinly q?iod he no wonder is

I^ow sire quod sche I coiijje amende al ]?is [leaf 105, /or ii4]

If' Jjaf me liste or it were dayes ])ve

So wel 3e mighte here 30U vnto me 1108

H Buf for 3e speken of' such- gentilesse t ^ota bene de Nobiutate

As is descended ouf of* alle richesse /

])SiV jjerfore schulden 30 "be gentil men

Such erregance nys naf worjj an hen 1112

lo who ])af mosf is vertuous alway

Preuy and aperte and mosf ende]? ay

To do Ipe gentil dedes J?af he can

And take him for jje grettesf gentil man 1116

Crisf wole we clayme of' liim oure gentilnesse

Naf of' oure eldres for here olde richesse

ffor jjough Jjey 3eue vs aUe here heritage

ffor which we clayme to be of* heigh parage 1120

3ef may pey nof bequejje for no Iping'

To non of* vs here vertuous lyuyng^

Thaf made hem gentil men y-called be

And bad vs folwen hem in such degre 1124

Wel can pe wise poete of* fflorence

Thaf highte dante speke in ))is sentence

Lo in swich maner ryme is dauntes tale

fful seelde vp rise]) by his branches smale 1128

Prowesse of' man for god of his prowesse /

Wil })af of' him we clayme oure gentilnesse

ffor of' oure eldres may we nojjing' clayme

Buf temperel Jjing' })af we may hurte and mayme 1132

Ek* euery wighf wof J)is as wel as I

If' gentilesse were plaunted naturelly

Ynto a certein Hnage doun jje lyne

Pryue and aperte fanne wolde Jjey neuer fyne 1136
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To don of gentilesse J^e faire office

jjey migliten do no vylanye ne vice

Talc^ fyre and here it^ in j^e derkest^ hous

Bitwixe ]?is and ])e mount^ of^ Caucasous 1140

And laf men scliette Jje dores and go ])enne

-^eV wol jje fyr as faire lye and brenne Deaf 105, back]

As JjougH a J}ousand men miglit^ it beholde

his office naturel ay wol it^ holde /
1144

vp peril of^ lyf^ til ))at^ it dye /

here may ^e se wel how ])a.V genterie /

Is not^ annexed to possession

Si])]3e folk* do nat* here operacion 1148

alwey as do]j Jie fir lo in his kinde

ffor god it* wot* men may ful often fynde

A lordes sone do schame and vilanye

And he ])at* wol haue pris of* his gentrie 1152

ifor he was boren of* a gentil hous

And hadde his eldres noble and vertuous

And nyl himseluen do no gentil dedes

ISe folwe his gentil ancestre Jjat* ded is 1156

he nys nat* gentil be he duk* or eerie

ffor yyleyns synful dedes make a cheerle

ffor gentilnesse nys but* reneute

Of* ]?in ancestres for here beaute 1160

Which is a strong* J}ing* for jji persone

The gentilesse come]? fro god allone

Thanne come]? oure ve?Tay gentilesse of* grace

If was no]?ing* byquejje vs wij) oure place /
1 164

jpinkef) how noble as seij? Valerius

Was ])ilke Tulli?/.9 hostilius

That* out* of* pouert* ros to heigh noblesse

Kedej? Senec/ and rede]) eek Boesse /
1168

J)er schulde ^e seen expres Jiat* it* no dredis

That* he is gentil jjat* do]) gentil dedis

And ])erfore deere housebonde I ])us conclude

Al were it* ])at* myn ancestres were rude 1172
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^ef may paf lieye god and so liojDe I

Graunte me grace to lyiie vertuously

Tlianne am I gentil wlian ]?at^ I begynne

To lyuen virtuously and weyuen synne 1176

And jjer as ye of* pouert* me rej^reue

The hihe god on whom j^at* we bileeue [leaf i06,/orii5a]

In wilful 230uert* chese to leese his lijf' 'Nota de paupertate

And certes eue?y man and mayde and wijf* 1180

May vnderstonde ihesu heuen king^

!N"e wolde not* chese a vicious lyu^-ng^

Glad pouerf is an honest^ j'ing^ certeyn

pis wille SenecY and ojjer clerkes sein 1184

Who so ]}Q,V liolf him payed of* his pouert*

T holde him riche al hadde he nought* cert^

he J^at* coueyte]} is a pouere wight*

ffor he wolde han Ipaf nys nat* in his might 1188

But* he jjat* nought* ha]) ne coueyte]? to liaue

Is riche al ]70ugh men holde him but a knaue

Yerray pouert* is synne proprely

luuenal seip of* ^Douert* myrily 1192

The pouere man whan he gop by pa way

Bifore pe ])eues he may synge and play

Pouert* is hatel good and as I gesse /

A ful gret^ brynger out* of* busynesse 1196

A gret^ amender eek* of* Sapience

To him Jjat* lacke]) it in pacience

Pouert* is pis al ])ough it* seme alenge

Possession jjat* no wight* wol chalenge 1200

Pouert* ful often whan a man is lowe

Make]) his god and eek* himself* to knowe

Pouert* a spectacle is as ])iiike]) me

]?urgh which he may his verray freendes so 1204

And ]?erfore syn fiat* I you nought* greue

Of* my pouerte nomore me repreue

Now sire of* eelde 3e reproeue me

And certes sire })ough non auctorite 1208
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"Were in no book^ / 36 gentil of* honour

Seyn ])at* men scliulde an old wijf' do faiiour

And clepe him fader for ^our gentilnesse /

And auctours sclial I fynden as I gesse /
1212

JS'ow ]?er 36 seyn jjat* I am foul and olde

Than drede 30U nought^ to ben a cokewolde [leaf iog, back]

fibr filjje and hel]?e al so mote I ]?e

Ben grete wardeyns vpon chastite 121G

But^ najjeles sjn I knowe 3oiire delyf

I schai fulfille your worldly appetyt

Chees now quod sche on of^ jjese Jjinges tweye /

To han me foule and olde til ]?at^ I deye 1220

And be to 30w a trewe humble wijf^

And neuere 30W displese in alle my lijf^

Or elles 30 wol haue me 3ong^ and fair

And take 3our auenture of jje repair 1224

That^ schal come to your hous by cause of me

Or in som opev place wel may be

Now chees 30ur seluen whejjer ])aV 30U like])

)}is knight^ auysed him and sore sike]? 1228

But* atte laste he seyde in ))is manere

My lady and my loue and wijf so deere

I putte me in 30ure wise goue?'nance

CheseJ) 30ur self which may be most* plesance 1232

And most* honour to yow and me also

I do no force J^e whejjer of ])e tuo

ffor as 30U like]? it sufiice]j me

panne haue I gote of 30U maystrie qiiod sche 1 236

Syn T may cheese and gouerne as me list*

36 certes wijf quod he I holde it* for best*

kisse me quod sche we be no lenger wro]?e
/

ffor by my troujje I wol be to yow bo]7e 1240

])is is to sein / to be bojje fair and good

I pray to god ]?at* I mote steruen wood

But* I to 30U be also sad and trewe /

As euer was wijf syn ])at* \)g world was newe 1244
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And but^ I be to morwe as fair to seene

As eiiy lady emp<3?'ice or queeiie /

p-dV is bitwen Jje est^ and eek* jje weste /

Do wij) my lijf< and dep rigfit^ as 30U leste

Cast* vp ]je curteyne loke how it is /

And wlianne ]?at* jje knight* sawli al j^is

That* sche so fair was and so 3ong* Jjerto

ffor ioye he hente hir in his armes tuo

his herte bajjed in a baj? of* blisse

A ])ousand tyme a rowe he gan hire kisse

And sche obeyed him in euery ])ing*

That* mighte doon him pleisance or likyng*

And jjus pej lyued vnto here lyues ende

In perfyt* ioye and ihesu crist* vs sende

housbondes meke 3onge and freissche abedde

And grace to ouerlede hem ])at* we wedde

And eek* I pray to Ihesu. schorte here lynes

That* wol not* be gouerned by here wyues

And olde and angry nyggardes of* dispence 1263

God send hem sone a verray pestilence If ExpHc/t

1256

1260

0!.!1iV)fn^'S*
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^ Here bygynne]? \)G prologe of^ jje fifrere /

This
worjjy lymytour ))is noble ffrere H Incipit^ pro-

lie made alway lowrynge cheere logits Uratns

vpon ])e somnour but^ for honeste

Ko vyleynes word as 3it^ spak' lie / 12^8

But^ atte laste he seyde vnto pe wijf<

Dame goode god ^if" ^ou rights good lijf*

3e han touched lieer al so mote I jje

In scole matter gret^ difficulte 1272

3e han seid niochel prng* right^ Avel I seye

But^ dame lieere as we rydeii by pe weye

Vs nede]) nat^ to speken huf of game

And late auctoritees a goddes name 1276

To p?'eching^ & to scole eek of* clergie /

But* if* it* like vnto )?is companye

I wol 30U of* a somnour telle a game

P<2?'de 36 may wel knowe by Ipe name 1280

That* of* no somnowr may no good be sayd

I pray ]?at* 11011 of* 30U be yiiele payd

A somnour is a romere vp and douii)

Wi]) amendement* of* fornicaciozm 1284

And is y-bete at* eue?y towiies ende [leaf 115, back]

Oure host* ])0 spak* a sire 36 scholde ben heende

And curteys as a man of* 3onr astat*

In companye w^e wille no debat*
/

1288

Telle]? 30ure tale and latej? j^e somnour be

'NsLj quod ]}& somnour lat* him seye to me

"What* so him list* wdian it com]) to my lot*

By god I schal him quiten euery grot* 1292

I schal him telle such a gret* honour

It* is to be a flateryng^ lymytour

And eek* of* ful many an olpev cryme

"Wliich nedej) nat/ rehersen at pis tyme 1296

And his office I schal him telle j-wjs

Oure host* answerde pees nomore of* ]?is

And afterward he seyde vnto ]?e frere /

Telle for]) 30ure tale my leue mayster deere 1300
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H Here "bygynnetli ]}q

hilom ]?er was clwellyng^ in Couentre H ffreres tale

An erchedekne a man of^ heih. clegre

That* boldely dide execucion

In punysschyng* of* fornicaciofi 1304

Of* wiclicraf* and eek* of Bawderie

Of* diffamacion and auoutrie

Of* cliirclie reeues and of* testamentes

Of* contractes and of* lals^ of* sacramentes 1308

Of* vsure and Symonye also

But* certes leccliours dede he grettest* wo

They scholden syngen if^ ]?ey were hent

And smale tyjjeres weren foule y-schent 1312

If eny pe?'son wolde vpon hem pleyne

Ther might* astirte him no pecunial peyne

ffor smale tyjies and eek* for smal offrynge

he made Jje poeple spitousl}^ to synge 1316

ffor or ]?e bisschop caught* hem wi]) his hook^

They weren in ]?e Erchedeknes book*

And jjanne hadde he jjiirgh his lurdictioii

Power to don on hem correction 1320

he hadde a somnour redy to his hande [ieafii6]

A sleyere boy was non in engelande

ffor sotilly he hadde his especiaile

That* taughte him where ))at* him mighte auayle 1324

he coude spare of* lecchours on or tiio

To techen him to foure and twenty mo

ffor ])OUgh pis somnour wood were as an hare

To telle his harlottrie I wil not* spare 1328
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ffor we ben oute of* here correction

They han of< vs no luresdictioii

We neuer schullen terme of allti hire lyues

Petur so ben |)e wo?>inien of pe Styues 1332

Quod ])is SomnoM?' y-putt^ out* of oure ciu^e

Pees with meschance and with mysauenture

Thus seyde oure host^ and let* him telle his tale

Now telle]) for]) and late ])e somno^^^ gale 1336

Ne spare]) nought^ niyn oughne maister deere

This false ])eef ])is somnoz^r quod ])e ffrere /

hadde alwey bawdes redy to his hond

As eny liauke to lure in Engelond 1340

That* telle him al pe secre ])at ])ey knewe

ffor here aqueintance was nat* come of newe

J)ey weren his approwours priuely

he tot himself a gret* profyt perhj 1344

his maister knew nat* alwey what* he wan

'Wi])outen maundement* of a lewed man

he coude somne on peyne of cristes curs

And Jjey were ynly gladde to fille his purs 1348

And made him grete festes atte nale

And right* as ludas hadde purses smale

And was a ])eef right* swicli a ])eef was he

his mayster hadde but* half his dewete 1352

he was if I schal ^iuen him his laude

A theef and eek* a sompnoz^r and a baude

he hadde eek* wenches of his retenue

That* whe])er ])at* sir Roberd or siV huwe 1356

Or lohii or Rauf or who ])at* it* were fieafiie, ba«k]

That* lay by hem ])at* tolde it in his eere

Thus was ])e wenche and he of oon assent*

And he wolde fecche a feyned maundement* 1360

And somne hem to ])e Chapitre bofe tuo

And pile ])e man and late Jie wenche go

panne wolde he seye I schal freend for j)y sake

Do strike ])e out* of oure lettres blake 1364
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])o ])ar nomore as in pis cas tr'auayle

I am J)i frend per I jje may auayle

Certein he knew of* briberies mo

J>an possible is to telle 30U vnto 1368

ffor in J)is worlde is dogge for no bowe

That* kneAV an hurt* deer from an old bite koAve

Than Jjat* ]?is sompnoz^r knew a sleigh lecchour

Or avouter or elles a paramour 1372

And for jjat* was jje friiyt^ of* alle J)e rent

Therfore on it* he sette al his entent

And so bifelle Jiat* ones on a day

This somnour euer waytyng* on his pray 1376

Eode for to somne an old wijf* a ribibe

ifeynyng* a cause for he wolde bribe

And happede ])at* he seigh byfore hym ryde /

A gay yoman vnder a forest* syde 1380

A bowe he bar and arwes bright* and keene

he hadde vppon a courte^^y of* grene /

An hatte vppon his heed wi]j frenges blake

Sire quod ))is Sompno?6r hail and Avel atake / 1381:

"Welcome quod he and euery good felawe

Whider ridestow vnder )?is greene schawe

Seyde ]?is 3eman wilt* jjou fer to day

This somnour him answerde and seyde nay 1388

here faste by quod he is myn entente

To ryden for to reysen) vp a rente /

It* longejj to my lordes dewete

Art* J?ou jjanne a baillif* ^e quod he 1392

he dorste nou3t* for ve?Tay fil]?e and schame [leafuT]

Seie )?at* he was a somno?^?* for Jje name

Depa?-dieux quod ])is ^oman dere bro]?er

))0U art* a bailly and I am anoJ)6r 1396

I am vnknowen as in J)is cuntre

Of* pin aqueintance I wil preye pe

And eek* of* breperhode if* pat* pou leste

I haue golde and siluer in my cheste 1400
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If* J}at^ j)e liapped come in-to oure schire

Al schal be jjin rights as pou wolt^ desyre

Grau.nt' mercy q?/od jjis somnour by my feij)

Euerich in ojjeres bond bis troujje lei]) 1404

fFor to be swore brojjer til jjey deye

and wijj jjaf word Jjey ryden for]) bere weye

Tbis somnour ^Yi]) J)af was so /

As ful of venym ben ])is wary-angles 1408

And euer enquiryng^ vpon euery ])ing^

Bro])e?' qitod he wber is 30iire dwellyng^

Ano])er day if^ I scbolde 30U secbe

Tbis 3oman bim answerde in softe specbe 1412

Brojjer quod be fer in J)e Nor]) cuntre

Wber as I bope som tyme I scbal J)e se

Or we departe I scbal ])e so wel wisse

Tbat^ of^ my?i boiis scbalt^ ])ou neuer misse / 1416

Now bro])er qiiod ])is sompno?^r I 30U pray

Tecbe me wbil we ryden by ])e way /

Syn ])af 36 ben a baillyf as am I

Som siibtilte telle me feijjfully 1420

In my/^ office bow J)at^ I may most^ wynne

And spare]) not^ for conscience ne synne

But* as my brofier tell me bow do 36

Now by my trou]?e bro})er deere seyde be 1424

As I scbal tellen ])e a fei])ful tale /

!My wages ben ful streyte and smale /

My lord is bard to me and daungerous

And my office ful laborious 1428

And ])e?-fore by extorciauns I Ijue [leaf 117, backi

ffor so})e I [take] al pat* men wil me 3iue

Algate be sleigte or violence

ffrom 3eer to ;er I wynne al my dispence
/ 1432

1 can no bettre tellen fei])fully

Now certes quod ])is sompno?/r so fare I'

I spare not^ to take god it* wot*

Buf if* it< be to beuy or to boot* 1436
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"What^ I may gete in counseil prmely

No maner conscience of* Jjaf haue I

Nqt myn extorcion I might* no3t* lyuen

Of* swiche iapes wil I nat* be scliriueii 1440

Stomake ne fro conscience knowe I noon

I schrewe jjese schriftefadres euerichon

Wei be we mette by god and by seint* lame

But* leeue broj^er telle me jjanne ]?y name 1444

Quod ]}is somno2/r in |?is mene while

This ^eman gan a litel for to smyle

Brojjer qiiod he wiltow Jjat* I J?e telle

I am a steue my dwellyng* is in helle 1448

And heer I ryde aboute my purchasyng*

To wite wher men wil 3 if* me eny J)ing*

my purchace is to fette of* alle my rente

loke how ])ou rydest* for ]>& same entente 1452

To Wynne good Jjou rekkest^ neuer how

Kight* so fare I for ryde wolde I now

vnto jje worldes ende for a preye

A q?/od ])is somnour benedicite what* 3e seye 1456

I wende 3e were a yoman trewely

3e han a mannes schappe as wel as I

han 3e a figure panne detenninat*

In helle per 30 ben in 3oure estat* 1460

Nsij certeinly quod he per han we noon

But* whan vs likep we can take vs 0011)

Or elles make 30U wene Ave ben schape

Som tyme [like] a man or like an ape / 1464

Or lik* an aungel can I ryde or go [leaf iis]

It* is no wonder ping* pough it be so

A lousy iogulour can deceyue pe

And par de 3it* can I more craft^ pan he / 1468

Why qjiod pis somnour ryde 3e panne or gon

In sondry schappe and nat* alwey in oon

ffor we quod he wille vs swich forme make

As most* able is oure prayes for to take 1472
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"WTiat^ make]) 30U to lian al )?is labour

fful many a cause leeue sire soiaioiiour

Seyde ])is feend but^ al jjing^ haj} tyme

The day is scbort* and if is passed pr/me 1476

And ^eV ne wan I no j>mg* in ))is day

I wil entende to wynnyng* if^ I may

And naf entende oure wittes to declare

ftor hrojier myn pi witte is al to bare 14^0

To vnderstonde Jjougli I tolde hem pe

But* for })ou axest* whi labouren we

ffor somtyme ben we goddes instrumentz

And menes to do his comaundementz 1484

"Whan ])at* him lisf vpon his creatures

In diuerse acte and in diue?'s figures

"VVipouten him we han no mighf certayn

If jjaf him liste to stonden per agayn 1488

And som time af oure praye han we leue

Only pe body and nof Jje soule greeue /

AYitnesse on lob whom ])af we dyden wo

And som tyme han we might* of hope tuo 1492

J)is is to seyn of* soule and body eeke

And som tyme we ben sufFred for to seeke

vj)on a man and do his soule vnreste

]N'af his body and al is for pe beste 1496

Whan he wijjstonde]) oure temptacioii

It* is a cause of* his saluacion

Al be it* ]?at* it was not* oure entente

he schulde be sauf* but* Jjat* we wolde him liente 1500

And som tyme be we se/'uantz vn-to man [leaf iis, back]

As fie erchebisschojie seint* Dunstan

And to pe apostles se?'uant/ was I

3et* tellejj me qiiod Jie somnour fei])fully 1504

Make ^e 30W newe bodyes jjus alwey

Of* elementz J?e feend answerde nay

Som tyme we feyne and som tyme we arise
/

Wi\> dede bodyes in ful sondry wise 1508
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And speke as renabely and faire and wel " V

As to ]je phitonessa dede Samuel /

And ^it* wol some men say it^ was naf lie

I do no force of 3oure diuiuite 1512

But* ]jing< warne I ]?e I wil nat^ lape

Thou wilf algates wite how we be schape
/

Jiou schalt^ her aftirward my hvo'per deere

Come wlier pe needejj nat* of* me to leere 1516

ffor ])ou schalt* by ]?in owne expe?'ience

Come in-to Jie chayer rede ])is sentence

Bet* J)an virg-ile whil he was a lyue

Or dante also now lat^ vs ryde blyue 1520

ffor I wil holde company wij? ])&

Til it^ be so J)at* ])0U forsake me

!N^ay qtiod J? is somnoz;?' Jiat* schal nat^ betyde

I am a ^eman knowe is ful wyde 1524

my trouJ?e wil I holde to Jie as in Jiis cas

ffor ])ey Jjou were ]?e deuyl Sathanas

My troujje wil I holde to my brojjer

As I am sworne and eclie of^ vs to oper 1528

ffor to be trewe brober in ])is cas

And brojje?" we gon to oure purchas

Take ])ou Ipy part* what* men ]>& wole yiuo

And I schal myn J>us may we bojje lyue 1532

And if* Jjat* eny of* vs haue more ])an ojjer

lat* him be trewe and parte it* wi]j his brojjer

I graunte quod Jje deuyl by my fay

And wi]? jjat* word Jjey ryden forjj here way 1536

And right* at* Jjentryng* of* jje tonnes ende [leaf ii9]

To which jje somnoz/r schop him for to wende

They say a carte J?at* charged was with hey

Which |?at* a cartere drof* for]? on his wey 1540

Deep was pe wey for whiche Jje carte strood

This cartere smot* and striued as he were wood

hayt* brok* hayt* scot* what* spare we for jje stones

The feend quo]? he 30W fecche bo]?e body and bones / 1544
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As ferforjjly as eiiere were ^e foled

So moche woo as I haue for 30U Jjoled

]je deuel haue al bojje liors and cart^ and hey

]?oughte jjis somnoi/?' he schulle we haue a pley 1548

And neer ]je feend he drough as noughf ne were

fful priuely and rouned in his eere

herkne my bro]?er herkne by J)y feijj

herestow nat^ how ]?e cartere seijj 1552

hente if anone for he ha]? 3iuen pe

Bojje hey and carte and eek* his caples pve /

Nay quod ^e deuyl god not^ neuer a del

It* is not* his entente truste me wel 1556

Aske loim jjiself if* jjou nat* trowest* me
Or elles stynte a while and J}ou schalt* se

This carter Jjakked his hors on jje croupe /

And ])ey bygonne to drawe and to stoape / 1560

hayt* now quod he ]?af Ihesu crist* 30U blisse

And alle his hondywerk* bo]?e more and lesse /

yaV was wel twight* myn owne lyard boy

I ^ray god saue j^e and seinte Loy

.

1564

'Now is my carte out/ of* pe slough p«?' de

lo brojjer qiiod fe feend what* tolde I ]?e /

here may ye see myn oughne deere broj^e?*

The carle spak* ]?ing* but* he J)ought* ano])er 1568

late vs go for)) abouten oure viage

here wynne I no])ing* vpon cariage

Whan Jiat* j^ey comen somwhat out* of* |)e toun)

]?is somnour to his broj^er gan to roun) 1572

Bro])er quod he here wonej? an old rebekke [leaf 119, back]

That* hadde almost* as leef* to leese hire necke

As for to 3iue a peny of* hire good

I wil haue twelue pens ])ough j^at* sche be wood 1576

Or I wille sompne hire to oure office

And 3if god woot* of hire knowe I no vice

But* for J)ou canst* nat* as in ]?is contre

"Wynne jji coste tak here ensample of/ me 1580
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This somnour clappejj at* ]?e wydowes gate

Com oiit^ he seyde ]?ou olde viritrate

I trowe ]jou hast^ som frere or presf wijj jje

Who clappef) seyde j?is wijf^ benedicite 1584

God saue 30U sire whaf is 30111' swete wille

I haue (\iiod he a somom^r of^ ])e here a hille

vp peyne of* cursyng* loke jjat* jjoii be

To morwe biforn) oure erchedekenes kne 1588

To answere to jje court* of* certein ]?inges

IN'ow lord c^uod sche crist ih-^su henen kinges

So wisly helpe me as I iie may

I haue ben syk* and ]?at* ful many a day 1592

I may nat* gon so fer ({iiod sche ne ryde

But* I be deed so prikej? it* in my syde /

May I nat* axe a Hbel sire somono?^'

And answere fere by my p?'ocntour 1596

To swich a J)ing* as men wolde appose me /

3is qwod ]jis somno?/7* pay anon lat* se

Twelue pens to me and I wil ])e aqnite

I schal no profyt' haue ]?e?'-by but* lite 1600

My maister ha]) ])e profyt/ and nat* I

Come of* and late me ryden hastily

3eue me twelue [pens] I may no lenger tarye

twelue <\uod sche lady seinte marie 1604

So wisly help me out* of* care and synne

j?is wyde world Jjough ]?at* I scholde it wynne

I^e haue I not* xij. pens wijjinne myn holde

^e knowen wel J)at* I am pouer and olde 1608

kype 30ure almesse on me j)Ouere wrecche Deaf 120]

ISTay Jjanne (\uod he pe foule feend me fecche

If* I J)e excuse jjough ])0U scholde be spilt'

Alias (\i(od sche god wot* I haue no gilt' 1612

Pay me qiiod he or by \q swete seint* anne

As I wol here a-way jjy newe panne /

ffor dette which Jjou owest* me of* old

Whan J}at* ])0\\ madest* ])in housbond kukkewold 1616
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I preyde af home for jjy correction

Thow lixt* quod sclie by my sauacion

'Ne was I neuer or now wydewe ne wijf^

Somoned vnto your court^ in al my lijf 1620

]^e neuer I nas but^ of^ my body trcAve
/

vnto pe deuul blake and rowe of^ hewe

yeue I jjy body and my panne

And wlian Jje deuyl berde hir curse so 1624

ypon hir knees he seyde in ]?is manere

iN'ow mabely myn owne mooder deere

It^ is 30"ur wille in ernest ]jaf ^e seye

Jje deuyl qtiod sche fette him or he deye / 1628

And panne and al but* he ml him repente

K'ay olde stot^ |)at^ is not^ my?z entente

Quo]) ])is somnour for to repente me

ffor any J)ing< paP I haue had of* ])e 1632

I wolde I hadde pj smol^:' and eue?y clo]?

Now bro]?er quod j}e deuyl be naf wrojj

Jiy body and jjis panne is mjn by right^

))ou schalt^ wi]} me to belle yet^ to night^ 1636

"Wher J30U schalt^ knowen of^ oure priuete

More ]?an a mayster of^ diuinite

And Avi]) ]?at^ word ]?is foule feend biin hent

Body and soule he with ])e deuyl went 1640

Where fiat^ somno?rrs ban here heritage

And god pat made after his ymage

Mankynde saue and gyde vs alle and some

And leeue ]?is somnour good man to bycome 1644

lordinges I coujje ban told 30U q^iod J)is frere peaf 120, back]

hadde I had leysir for Jiis somnour heere

After ])& tixte of crist^ poule and lohfi

And of* oure ojjer doctours many oon 1648

Suche peynes Jjat* 3oure hertes might* agrise

Al be it* so no tonge may deuyse
/

Jjough ])at I might^ a Jjousand wynter telle

]>& peyne of* Jjilke cursed hous of* belle 1652
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Buf for to kei^e vs fro Jjat^ cursed place

Wake]? and praye]? iliesii for liis grace

So kepe vs fro ]pe tem])toiir Satlianas

lierkne]} j?is word be war as in ]?is cas 165G
])e leoun sitte in liis a^vayte alway

To sle ]je Innocent^ if paf he may
Disposejj ay ^our liertes to wijjstonde

]pe feend jjat' 30U wolde make jjralle and bonde 1660
lie may nat* tempten yow oner your might^ '

"
•

;

ffor crist^ wille be 3our champion and knight* '
'

i

And preye]) jjat* jjis somnour him repente 1663
Of* his mysdede or jjat* pe feend him hente • ^ Explicit!

IT Her endej? fe ffrere his tale /
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This Somnour in his styrop heyhe stood [«« leaf i^o, back]

Vpon ))is frere his herte was so wood

That^ lik* an aspen leef* he quok* for Ire

lordynges quod he but^ o ])ing* I desire /
1668

I 30U beseche pat' of' 30ur curtesye

Si]) ^e han herde ])is false frere lye

As suffre]) me I may a tale telle

This frere bostej? Jjaf he knowe]) helle/ 1672

And god wof jjaf if is litel wonder

ffreres and feendes ben but litel asonder

ffor parde ^e han . ofte tyme herd telle/

how ]jaf a frere rauyssched was in helle 1676

Jn spirit' ones by avisiown

And as an aungel ladde him vp and doun

To schewen him ]je peynes fiaf Jjer were

In alle fe place saiigh he naf a ffrere [leaf 121] 1680

Of* o]}er folk* he saiigh ynowe in woo

Ynto ])is aungel spak* ])e frere ])o

Kow sire quod he han freres such a grace /

Thaf non of* hem schal come to j^is place / 1684

3is quod pis aungel many a miliown

And vnto Sathanas he hadde him doun

And now hap Sathanas saip he a taile

Bradder pan of* pe Caryk* is pe saile 1688

hold vp pi tayl pou Satanas qiiod he /

Schew forp pin ersand lat pe frere se /

Wher is pe neste of* ffreres in pis place

And er pat* half* a forlong* wey of* space 1692
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Right* so as bees swermen out* of' an hyue

Out* of' j^e deueles ers ])ej gon to dryue

Twenty ])ousand freres on a route

And Jjouglite helle swarme al aboiite 1G96

And camen a^ein as faste as jjey mighte gon)

And in his ers Jjey crepeden euerichon)

he clapte his tayl a3ein and lay stille

This frere whan he loked hadde his fille 1700

vppon pis tormentes of* Jjis sory place /

his spirit* god restored of* his grace /

Vnto his body a3ein and he awok*

But* na])eles for feere 3if he quolc* 1704

So was ]je deueles ars ay in his mynde

]paf is his heritage of verray kinde

God saue 30W alle saue pis cursed frere /

My p?'(7loge wol I ende in pis manere / 1708
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-<::>..

IF Here begynnep ]je Somnow^'S tale

Ordynges per is in york* scliire / as I gesse

A mersshy countre called Holdernesse

In which ])er wente a lymyto?*?* aboute /

To preche and eek* to hegge it^ is no doute 1712

And so bifelle ])at^ on a day j?is frere

Hadde preched atte cherche in ))is manere

And specially abouen euery |?ing< [leaf 121, back]

Excited he ]?e poeple in his preching^ 1716

To trentales and for goddes sake

Ther-with men mighten holy houses make

Ther as diuin seruice is honoured

iN'ought' Jjer as if is wasted and deiioured 1720

!N"e fer it' nedej) not' for to be 3iue

As to possessioners Jiaf may elles lyue

Ranked be god in wele and habundance

Trentales seyde he deliuerej? fro penance 1724

here frendes sonles as wel olde as 3onge

If* ]3af ]jey ben hastily y-songe

Koughf for to holde a presf ioly and gay

he synge]) nof but o messe in a day 1728

Delyuere]? ouf (\iiod he anon jje sondes

fful hard it is wi]j fieisshook' o]?er with oules

Now speed 30U hastely for cristes sake 1732

to kepe 30U fro peynes of' feendes blake 1731

And whan Jje frere hadde seyde al his entente

Wi]) Qui cum pafre for]? he wente

"Whan folk in chirche hadde ^iue him what hem leste

he wente his way no lenger wolde he reste 1736
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Wi]) scrippe and tipped staf* tukked ful hye

In euery lious he gan to pore and prye

And beggejj mele or chese or elles corn)

his felaw had a staf* typped with horn) 1740

A payre of tabeles of< yuory

And a poyntel polisshed fetously

And wrof Jje names alwey as he stood

Of* any folk* fat* 3af' hem eny good 1744

Ascance jjat* he wolde for hem preye

3iue vs a busshel whete malt/ or reye

A goddes kechil or a trippe of* chese

Ojjer elles what 30W list* we may nat cheese 1748

A goddes halpeny ojjer a masse peny

0j7er ^iue vs of ^our bran if* ^e haue eny

A dagoun of* 30ur blanket* leeue dame [ieafi22j

Oure suster deere here I write 30ure name 1752

Bacon or beef* or such J?ing* as 30 fynde

A sturdy harlot* wente hem ay behynde

That* was here hostes man and bar a sakke

And what* men 3af* hem leyde it on his bakke 1756

And whan he was out* at* ])e dore anoon

he planed awey fie names euerychoon

That* he bifore liadde writen in his tables

he semed hem with nyfles and with fables 1760

IsTay J)er fou lixt* Jjou somnowr quod J?e frere /

Pees quod oure host* for cristes moder deere

Telle for]) ]?i tale spare it not* at* al

So ]3ryue I qtiod J)is somnoz/?* so I schal 1764

So longe he wente hous by hous quod he

Til he come to an hous per he was wont* to be

Eefresshed more Jian in an .C. places

Seke lay ])e bonde man) whos Jje place is 1768

And vpon a kowclie lowe he lay

Deus hici quod he / Thomas frend good day

Seyde J)is frere curteysly and softe

Thomas sayde he god 3elde 30W ful ofte 1772
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haue I vpon Jjis benche faren wel

heere haue I eten many a mery meel

And fro jie benclie he drof< awey pe cat

And leyde doiin his potent^ and his hat 1776
And eelv^ his scrippe and sette him softe a domi)

his felawe was go Avalked in pe toun

fforjj with his knaue in-to j^at* ostelrie

Wher as he schop him |jilke night^ to lye 1780
deere maister quod J)is seeke man)

how lian 36 fare sijjenes pat' marche bigan

1 say 30W nought^ jjis fourtenight^ and more
God Avoot^ quod he laboured haue I ful sore 1784
And specially for

Jjy Saluacion

haue I seyde many a precious orison

And for oure oper frendes god hem blesse [leaf 122, back]

I haue to day don af 3oure chirche a messe 1788
A sayd a sermon after my simple wit^

nought^ alle after pe text^ of holy writ^

fFor it is hard to 30U as I suppose

}5erfore wol I teche to 30U al pe glose 1792
Glosyng^ is a glorious Jjing^ certein

ffor lettre sleep so as clerkes sein

>er haue I taught^ hem to be charitable

And spende here good per if is resonable 1796
There I sawh oure dame a wher is sche

yonde in pe yerde I trowe paf sche be '

Seyde J)is man and sche wil come anon)

Ey mayster welcome be 30 by seint/ John 1800
Seyde pis wijf* how fare 36 hertely

I^e frere arise]? vp ful curteisly

And hir enbrased in his amies narwe

And kissejj hir swete and chirke]) as a sparwe 1804
Wi]? his lippes dame quod he right^ wel

As he j^at is your se?-uant< eueridel

I-]?anked be god jjat^ 30U 3af soule and lyf

3it/ saAvh I nof to day so fair a wijf* 1808
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In al ])e chirche god so saue me

^e god amende defautes sir qtiod sche

Algates welcome be -^e by my fey

Gramercy dame ))is bane I founde alwey 1812

But* of^ 3oiir grete goodnes by ^our leeue

I wolde pray 30U ]?af 36 nought* 30U greue

I vvole with Thomas speken a litel |)rowe

Jjese curates ben ful necligent/ and slowe 1816

To grope tendrely a conscience

In schrifte and in preching* is' my diligence

And studye in petres wordes and in ponies

I walke and fisshe mennes soules 1820

To 3elde ihe^u crist/ his p?'opre rente

To sprede his wordes is sette al my?2 entente

IF Now by 3oiir leeue deere sire qiiod sche [leaf 123]

Chyde]) him wel for god in trinite 1824

he is as angry as a pissemire

fey ])slV he haue al J^at* he can desire

Jjey I him Avrye a night* and make him warm

And ouer him leye my legg* or arm 1828

he groynejj lik* oure boor gronyng* in sty

Oj^er desport* of* him right* non haue I

I may not* plesen him in no maner caas

^ leo Yous dy trescher & bien amy Thomas 1832

This make]) pe feende })is mot* ben amended

Ire is a I?ing* ))at* heye god defended

And ]?er-of* wol I speke a word or tuo

Now maister qiwd ]?e wijf* or Jjat* I go 1836

"What* wol 3e dyne I wole go ])er aboute

Now dame quod he leo yous dye sanz doute

haue I not* of* a Capon but* Jje lyuere

And of* 3our softe brede but* a schyuere 1840

And after Jjat* a rosted pigges heed

But* pat* I wolde for me no beeste were deed

panne hadde I wij? 30U holly suffisaiice

I am a man of* litel sustenance / 1844
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My spirit^ is fostred in Jje bible

Jie body is ay so redy and penyble

To ^Yake J)af my stomak* is destroyed

I pray 30U dame Jiat' 39 be nought* anoyed 1848

pey I so frendly my counseil to 30U scheAve

By god I wolde not* telle it/ buf a fewe

Kow sire ciuod scbe but* 00 word or I go

my child is deed wijjinne ]?ise wikes tuo 1852

Si]j]jen )5af 3e wente out of* jjis toun

his dej) saugh I by reuelacion

Sei]} ])is frere at home in oure dortour

I dar wel seyn ])at/ er J)at* half* an hour 1856

after his dej) I sawh him born to blisse

In myTZ avision so god me wisse

So dede our sextein and oure fermorer [leaf 123, back]

That* han ben trewe freres . fyfty 3eer 1860

They may now god by Jjanke of* his lone

maken here lubile and walken allone

And yp I ros and alle oure couent* eeke

With many a teere trillyng* on my cheeke 1864.

Wijjouten noyse or clateryng* of* belKs

Te diQiim was oure song* and no ]?ing* elles

Saue Jjat* to crist* I seyde an orison

Thankyng* him of* his reuelacion 1868

ffor sire and dame truste]? me right* wel

Oure orisons ben more spirituel

And more we se of* cristes secre jjinges 1871

Than burel folk* [though they were kynges [Hari.1758, Zec/iooj

"We lyue in pouerte & in abstynence

.

And boreH folke] in richesse and wynnynges^
^n^ri^rm^'-

Of* mete and drynk* and in here foul deht/

We han J)is worldes lust* al in desj^it* 1876

Lazar and Diues liueden dyuersely

And dyuerse guerdon hadde Jiey jjerby

Who-so wol preye he moot* faste and be clene

And fatte his soule and make his cheekes lene 1880
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We fare as sei]? j^apostil clo]? and foode

Suffice]} Ts ]}QJ^ pej ben not^ goode

The clennes and ])e fastYng^ of* oiis fireres

make]? ]?at^ crista accepte]? oure prayeres 188^

lo moTses .xl. dajes and .xl. nyglit^

ffasted or j)a.V pe heihe god of* might

Spak* \vi]3 him in pe mount* of* Svnay

With empty wombe fastyng* many a day 1888

Eeceyued he pe lawe ]?at* was writen

AViJ) goddes fynger and helthe ^^el ^e witen

In pe mont or elles er he hadde eny speche

With heyhe god ]jat* is oure lyues leche 1892

he fasted longe and was in contemplauce

And aaron pa.V hadde Jie temple of* god in gouernance

And eek* ]jat* ojj^r prestes euerichon

In-to J?e temple whan pej seholden gon 1896

To praye for ]?e poeple and do seruise [leaf i24]

They nolden drynken in no maner wise/

Xo drynk* Ipe which hem mighte drunke make

But* euere in abstynence to preye and wake 1900

lest* ])at* }?ey deyede tak* heede what* I seye

But* pej ben sobre ]jat* for pe poeple preye

Ware ]?at* I say no more for it* suffise]}

Oure lord ihe-ms j as holy god deuyse]) 1904

3iue]) ous ensample of* fastyng* and pr«yeres

Therfore we mendinantz we pout'^-e freres

Ben wedded to pouert* and to continence

To charite humblesse and also pacience 1908

To pe/"secucion for rightwisnesse /

To wepyng* misericorde and clennesse

And perioiQ may 3e see ]?at* oure prayeres

I speke of* vs we mendenante fireres 1912

Ben to ])e hihe god more acceptable

Than 3oures wi|) 3oure feste at* ]:e table

ffro pc//-adys firsP if^ I schal nought* lye

Was man out* chaced for his glotonye 1916
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And cliast^ was man in pa?-adys certayn

But* herkne ])ere what' I schal 30U sayn

I haue no text^ of* pSiV as I suppose

But* I schal fynde it in a maner glose 1920

That* specially oure swete lord Ihesus

Spak* ]5us by vers whan he seyde J)us

Blessed ben pej |?at* pore in spirit/ ben

And so forj) al ]je gospel may ^e seen 1924

Wher it* be like oure profession

Or hem Jjat* swymmen in possession

ffy on here pompe and on here glotonye

And for here lewednesse I hem diffye 1928

Me Jjinkejj Jiey ben like loviniaii)

ffatte as a whale and Avalking* as a swan)

As vynolent* as hotel in J?e spence

here prayer is ful of* gret* reuerence 1932

Whan Jjey for soules sein )?e psalme of"* dauid [leaf 124, back]

lo buff* jjey sain cor meu??^ eructauit*

Who folwe]) cristes gospel and his lore

But* we ]}at* humble be and chaste and pore 1936

Werkers of* goddes word and eek* auditoures /

|)erfore right* as an hauke rype at* a sow?'s

vp springe]) vnto |)e ajre right* so prayeres

Of* charitable and chaste besy freres 1940

maken here so?/?'s to goddes eeren and who

Thomas j^erfore so mote I ride or go

And by jjat* god Jiat* cleped is seint* yue

]^ere ])0U oure hio'per schuldest* ])ou not* jjriue 1944

In oure chapitre praye we day and night*

To crist* J)at* he sende Jje hele and might*

Thy body for to weld en hastily

God wot* qvod he nojjmg* ]?er-of* wot* I 1948

As- helpe me crist* as in fewe ^eeres

haue I spended vpon diue?*s maner freres

fful many a pound 3it* fare I neuer j^e bett*

Certein my good haue I almost* bisett* 1952

coiipus 270 (6-T. SQl")



SIX-TEXT 392
GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Corpus MS.

ffar wel my golde for it^ is al a-go

The ffrere answerde o Thomas why dosf J?ou so

What^ needejj 3011 diuerse freres to seche

"What* needejj him ])at^ hajj a ipco'RV leche 1956

To sechen o])er leches in ])e toiin

30111 inconstance is 30111 confusioz/n

holde 3e Jjen me or elles oiire couent

To preye for 3011 ben insufficient^ 1960

Thomas Jjat^ lape is not^ worjj a myte

30ure maladye is for 3e han 3iuen vs so lite

A 3if^ ]?at^ couenf half' a quarter otes

A 3iue hem) one or tiio grotes 1964

A 3iue ])e frere a peny and let^ him go

Nay nay Thomas it' may no fiing^ he so

TVhaf is a ferj^ing* worj) parted in twelue

lo eche jjing' j^af is oned by himselue 1968

Is more straunge )jen when iV is skatered [leaf i25i

Thomas of' me J}oii schalf nat be flatered

|?ou woldesf oure labour haiie for nought^

The hihe god ))af al J}is world ha]? wrought* 1972

Seijj jjat* J?e werkman is worj^i his hyre

Thomas noughf of* 30ur tresore I desire

As for my self* buf ])af alle oure couent

To pray for 3011 is ay so diligent* 1976

And for to bulden cristes oiighne chirche

Thomas if* 3e wol lerne for to wirche

Of* buldyng* vp of* chirches may 30 fynde

If* it* be good in Thomas lijf* of* Inde 1980

3e ligge heer fill of* anger and of* Ire

With Jje which ])e deuyl sette 3oure ers a fyre

And chyden heere J?is sely Innocent*

3oure wijf* ])at* is so meeke and pacient* 1984

And ])eriove Thomas trowe me if* 30U list*

'Ne stryue not* wij? ])j wijf"* al for pe beste

And here jjis word awey now by ])j feith

Touchinge such jjing* lo what* ]?e wise man seij) 1988
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TViJjinne ))in hous ne "be poii no leomi)

To Jjy
subiectis do noii oppressioun

Ne make jjin acqueintance not' for to fie

And Thom^^s 3 it' eft' sones say I J)e 1992

Be war for hire paf in Ipj bosom slepe])

Be war of' ]je serpenf Jjaf so slyly crepe]?

vnder Jje grasse ]5af stynge]) siibtilly

Be war my sone and berkene paciently 1996

Thaf XX*' ))ousand men ban losf bere lyues /

ffor ]?af jjei ban ben spitous to bere wynes

]^ow si]) 36 ban so boly and so meeke a wijf*

Wbaf neede]? 30U Thomr/s to make strif' 2000

jjer is y-wys no serpenf so cruel

Wban men trede on bis tail ne balf so fel

As wo???man is wban scbe baj) cangbf an Ire

Yengance is Jjanne al Jjaf \)ej desyre 2004

Ire is a synne on of ]?e grete of senene [i^af 125, back]

Abbominable vnto ]>& god of beiiene

And to bimself if is destruction

))is euery lewed vicary or p«?-son 200S

Can say bow Ire engendre}) bomicide

Ire in soj) is executor of pryde

I cou]?e of Ire seye so mocbil sorwe

My tale scbolde laste til to morwe 2012

And Jjerfore I p?-«ye god bo])e day and nigbf

An Irons man sende bim litel migbf

If is gref barm and certes gref pite

To sette an Irons man in beib degre * 2016

IF Wbilom Iper was an Irons potestaf

As sei]) Senek durynge bis estat

Ypon a day out riden knigbtes tuo

And as fortune Avolde if were so 2020

Thaf oon of bem cam bome J^af olper nougbf

Anon J)e knigbf bifore ])e luge is brougbf

And seyde Ipus J?ou basf Ipj felaw slayn

ffor wbicb I deme Ipe to delp certain 2024
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And to anoJ)ei'' kniglit^ comaunded he

Go lede him to fe dep I charge jje

And happed as pey wente by pe weye

Toward pe place ]?er as he schulde deye 2028
The knighf cam which J?ey wend hadde be deed

Thenne jjoughten Jjey it^ were ]je beste reed

To lede hem bo]?e to jje luge a3ein

Jjey seyden lord Jje knight^ ne ha]j not^ sleyn 2032
his felawe here he stant* on lyue

3e schulle be deed quod he so mot^ I prme
})is is to say bojje oon and tuo and pve

And to pG firste knighf right^ pus spal^ he 2036
I dampned pe poii most^ algate be deed

And J)ou also most' needes lese pin heed

ffor Jjou art* cause why py felaw dejp

And to pe Jjridde knight' right* jjus he seij? 2040
Thou hast* not* don paf I comaunded pe Cieaf i2cj

And J)us he dede do slee hem alle pve

Irons kambises was eek* drunkelewe

And ay delited him to ben a schrewe 2044
And so bifelle a lord of* his meigne

That* loued vertuous moralite

Sayde on a day vnto himself* right* fus

A lord is lost* if* he be vicious 2048
And drunkenesse is eek* a foul record

Of* any man) and namly in a lord

Ther is ful many an ey and many an eere

Awaytyng* on a lord and he not* where 2052
ffor goddes loue drynke]? more attemperelly

"Wyn make]) a man to lese wrecchedly

his mynde and eek* his lymes euerychon

The reuers schalt* jjou see quod he anoon 2056
And proue it* by ]?in owne experience

That* wyn dop to folk* no such offence

Ther is no wyn hjxeuep me my might*

Of* hande ne foot* ne of* myn ey3en sight* 2060
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And for despite he dranke ful moclie more

An hundred part^ ])an he had don hi fore

And right^ anon J)is cnrsede wrecche

lete ])is knightes sone biforn him fecche 2004

And co??zmaundyng^ hem Jjej schnlde biforn him stonde

And sodeinly he toot his bowe on honde

And vp J?e streng< he pulled to his eere

And wijj an arwe he slough Ipe child right^ peie 2068

Kow whejjer haue I a siker hond or non

Quo]) he is al my might^ and my witte agon

ha]? wyn b}Teued me my?^ yhe sight^

What^ schulde I telle pe answere of* Jie knight 2072

his sone was slayn ])er is namore to say

Be]) war Ipei-fove wi]) lordes how 36 play

Synge]) placebo and I schal if^ I can

Buf if' it' be ^Tito a pouere man 2076

To a pouere man men scholde his vices telle / Qeaf 126, back]

Buf nof to a lord J^ei he schulde go te helle /

Lo Irrous Sirus Jjilke Pe?-cien

how he destroyed \)e vjuei of* Gysen) 2080

ffor ])af an hors of' his was drejTif ]}erinne

"Whan Jiaf he wente Babilon) to wynne

he made ])af ])e ryuer was so smal

Thaf wo?7imen mighten waden oueral 208-i

lo whaf seyde he put' so wel teche can)

ISTe he no felawe to an jtous man

ISTe wi]) no wood man walke by Jie way

leste fe repente I wol nomore say 2088

I^ow Thomos leeue bro])e?' leue })in Ire

Thou schalf me fynde as iuste as is a squire

holde noughf \ie deueles knyf ay af }}in herte /

Thin anger do]) ])e al to sore smerte 2092

But schewe to me alle ])y confession

Xay quod ])is seeke man by seinf Symoii

I haue ben schriuen ])is day af my curate

I haue him tolde al holly myn estate 2096
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It* neede|j nomore speke of it sayde he

But^ if* me luste of* myn liumilite

3iue me Jjenne of fy gold to make oure cloystre

Quod lie for many a muscle and many an oystre 2100

ha]) ben our foode oure cloystre for to reyse

Whan ojjer men han ben ful wel at* eyse

And ^it* god wot* vnnej^es Ipe foundement

Parformed is ne of* oure pauymenV 210-i

Nis nought* a tile 3it* wijjinne oure wones

By god we owen fourty pound for stoones /

Now helpe thomas for him |)at* harwed helle

Or elles moote we oure bokes selle 2108

And if* we lacke oure predicacioii

Jjanne go]) pe world al to destruccioil

ffor whos wolde fro fis world vs byreue

So god me saue Thomas by 30ure leeue 2112

he wolde byreue out* of* J)e world ])e sonne /
[leaf 127]

jBfor who can teche and werchen as we konne

And ])at* is not* of* litel time quod he

But^ sethyns Elye was or Elyze 2116

han freres ben ])at* fynde I of* record

In charite I-])anked be oure lord

Kow Thomas help for seinte charite

A-doun anon he sette him on his kne 2120

This sike man wex wel neigh wood for Ire

he wolde fat* ])e frere hadde ben a fuyre

With his fals dissimilacion

Such fing* as is her in my possession 2124

Quod he ])at* I may ^iue and non oper

^e sein me ])us / ]?at* I am 30ur bro])er

36 certes quod Ipe ffrere truste]) me wel

I took* oure dame oure lettres wi]) oure seel 2128

IF Now wel quod he and somwhaf schal I 3iue

vnto 3our holy couent* whil I lyue

And in ])in hand ])ou schalf it* han anon

vp ])is condicion and o])er non 2132
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Jat^ ]jou depart* it* so myn owiie deere hroper

That* euerj frere haue as moche as o]jer

J?is schalt* ]jou swere on \)y professioiT,

Wijjouten fraude or cauellacion 2136

I swere if qiiod )jis frere vpon my ieip

And per wi]?al liis liond in his he lei]?

lo heer my fei]? in me schal be no lacke

pan j)iitte jjin hond doun by my bakke 2140

Sayde ])is man and grope wel byhynde

Bynejje my buttok* Jjere schalt* Ipou fynde

A jjing^ paf I haue hidde in prinete

A Jjought* ])is frere Jjat* schal go wi]) me 2141

And doun his hande he launce]) vnto J^e clifte

he hopede |jere for to fynden a ^ifte

And jjanne ful besy was ]?is frere

Abouten his tuwel gropyng* here and ]?ere 2148

•IT Amydde his hand he leef ]je frere a fai-f [leaf 127, bacKj

Ther is no capel drawyng* in ]je cart*

))at* might* haue lete a farf of* such a souii

jje frere vp sterte as if were a fers leoun 2152

A false cherl quod he for cokkes bones

This hasf J)ou for despite doon for Jie nones

J30U schalf abeye ])i farte if* j^at I may

bis meigne which ]jaf berden )?is affray 2156

Cam lepynge in and chased ouf J)e ffrere

And for]? he go]? wi]? a ful angry cheere

And fette bis felawe ]?er as lay his store

lie loked as if were a wilde boor 21 60

lie grynded bis tee]? so was he wroj?

A stourdy paas doun to ]?e courf he go]?

"Wher as ]?er woned a man of* gref honowr

To whom J?af he was alwey confessour 21G4

This wor]?y man was lord of* J?af village

))is frere cam as ]?ough it were in a rage

Wher as })is lord saf etyng* af his bord

vnne]?es miglif Ipe frere speke a word 21G8
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Til atte laste he seyde god 30U se

jjis lord gan loke and seyde benedicite

Quod he frere lohii what maner world is ])is

I see wel Jjat^ som ]?ing^ is amys 2172

3e lokeii as j?e woode were ful of* jjeeues

Sit^ doun anon and telle me what^ 3our greef^ is

And if schal ben amended if^ fat^ I may

I haue qiiod he had a despit^ to day 2176

God ^elde 30U a-down in 3oure village

Jjat^ in ]jis world is non so pore a page

))at* he nolde han abhominacioil

Of pa,^ I haue receyned in )jis toun 2180

And 3if me greuejj no pmg* so sore

As Jjat^ J)is olde cherl wi]) lokkes hore

Blasphemed ha]j oure holy couenf eeke

Now maister qicod jjis lord I 30U beseke 2184

"No maister qtiod he but^ a seruitour [loaf lusj

j)ey I haue had in scole f at^ honour

God like]? nou3f Jjat^ men vs Eaby calle

neijjer in market* ne in 3our halle 2188

"No force qicod he but* telle me of ^our greef

sire quod ]?is frere an ydious mescheef*

This day betidde is to my?e ordre and to me

And so par conseque?^s to eche degre 2192

Of* holy chirche god amende it* sone

Sire qu^d pe lord 30 wot* what* is to doone

Distempre 30U nought* 3e be my confessour

3e ben ]je salt/ of* ]?er])e and fe sauour 2196

ffor goddes loue 3oure pacience 3e holde

Telle]) me 30ur greef* and he anon him tolde

As 30 han herd byfore 30 wot* wel what*

The lady of* ]>e hous ay stille sat* 2200

Til sche hadde herde what* ])e frere sayde

Ey goddes moder quod sche blisful mayde

Is per nou3t* elles telle]) me feijfully

IT madame quod he how ])enke 30U jjerby 2204
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how ]?at* me ])enke]j (luod sche so god me specie

I say a cherl liajj don a clieiies deede

wliat^ schulde I say god let* him neuer J^e

his seeke heed is ful of vanite 2208

I holde him in a maner frenesye

Madame qiiod he by god I schal not* lye

hut^ I on o]jer wise may ben awTeke

I schal sclaimdre him oueral wher I speke 2212

The false blasphemowr fat* charged me

To parte fat* might* nou3f departed be

To euery man y-liche wi]? meschazmce

])e lord sat* stille as he lay in a traunse 2216

And in his herte he rolled vp and do?/n

how hadde ]jis cherl jTnaginacio2/n

To schewe such a probleme to jje frere

iRener erst^ ei now herde I of* such matere 2220

I trowe ])e deuyl putte it* in his mynde [leaf i28, back]

In ars metrik* schal ]5er no man fynde

Eiforn jjis day of* such a question

Who schulde make a demonstracion 2224

Jjat^ euery man schulde haue y-lik* his part*

Of* a so?m or of* a sauour of* a fart*

nyce proude cherle I schrewe his face

lo sires qiwd ]?e lord wi]) harde grace -2228

"Who herde euer of* such a ])iiig* er now /

To eue^y man ylike telle me how •

It* is a impossible it* may not* be

nyce cherle god let* him neuer J?e 2232

J)e rubl}Tig* of* a fart* and euery soun

jSTys but* of* eyre reuellaciown

And Jier-wi]) waste]) litel and litel away

Jjer is no man can deme by my fay 22 3G

If* ])at* it/ were departed equaly

"What* lo my cherle lo y[.\p how schrewedely

Ynto my confessowr to day he spak*

1 holde him certein a demoniak* 2240
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"Now etej) ^oure mete and letej? him go pleye

lete him go hange himself^ a deuehveye

[The Solution of the ^' Probleme" hy the Lord^s Bquire.

No break in the MS.]

]!^ow stood Jje lordes squier at* fe hord

fat* karf* here mete and herde word for word 2244

Of* alle ])ing* of* which I haue 3011 sayd

my lord quod he bej? not* yuele payd

I coujje telle for a gowne clo])

To 30U sir frere so 30 ben nat* \yi*oJj 2248

how fat* fis fart* scholde euene deled be

Among* 3our couent/ if* it like me

Telle on (^uod fe lord and fon schalt* haue anon

A gowne cloj? by god and by seint* lohil 2252

My lord (\uod he whan fat* f e weder is faire

Wifouten wynd or pertourbyng* of* ayre

let* bringe a cart* whel heer in-to fis haUe

But* loke fat* he haue his spokes alle 2256

xij. spokes haf a carte whel comunly [leaf 129]

And bringe me fanne .xij. freres wite 30 wliy

ffor .xiij. is a couent* as I gesse

3oure confessour hede for his worfinesse 22G0

Schal performe vp fe nombre of* his couent*

fanne schullen fey knelen dozm by oon assent*

And to euery spokes ende in fis manere

fful sadly leye his nose schal fe freere 2264

30ure noble confessour fere god him saue

Schal holde his nose vpright* vnto fe naue

fanne schal fis cherl wif bely styf* and tou3t*

As any tabour hider ben y-brought* 2268

And sette him on fe wheel right* on fis carte

vpon fe naue and make him lete a farte

And 3e schuln se vp peril of* my lijf*

By preof* which fat* is demonstratif* 2272
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))at^ equaly \)Q soun of^ hit^ wole wende

And eeke jje stynke vnto pe spokes ende

Saue fat* ])is wor])i man jjis confessow?"

By cause lie is a man of^ gret honour 2276

Sclial liaue )je ferste fruytes as resoii is

])& noble vsage of* freres 31^ is ])is

be worjjy men of* hem schuln ferst* be serued

And certeinly he ha]? it* wel disserued 2280

he ha]) to day taught vs so mochil good

Wi]) precliing* in ]?e pulpit* per he stood

])at* I may vouche sauf* I say for me

ne hadde ])e firste smelle of* fartes ]7re 2284

And so wolde alle his couent* hardily

he here]) him so faire and holyly

j)e lord ])e lady & eche man saue fe fFrere

Sayden ])at* lankyn) spalc* in ])is matiere 2288

As wel as euclide or protholome

Touchinge ])e cherle ])ey seyden subtilite

And by heyh witte make him speke as he spake

he is no fool ne no demonyake 2292

And lankyn ha]? y-wonne a newe goune [leaf 129, taok]

My tale is doon) we ben almost* at* towne

H Here endejj pe Somno^^rs tale
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IF here bygennej? fe prologe of* fe clerk" of" Oxe?ifor(J

[on lea/UO, bnck^

Sire clert of* Oxenford? oure oste sayde

^e ryde as stille and coy as do]? a iiiayde

Were newe spoused sittyng* atte Lord

This day ne herde I of* ^oure tonge a word 4

I trowe j^at* 30 studye aboute som sophime

But* Sahxmon saip euery jjing* ha]) tyme IF Pausac/o

ifor goddes sake bej? of* bettre cheere

It* nys no tyme for to stodyen heere 8

^
Telle vs som niery tale by 3oure fay

ffor what* man j^at* is entred in-to play

he needes mote vnto ])e play assente

But* preches nat* as freres don in lente 12

To make vs for oure olde synnes wepe

Ne Jjat* ]>j tale make vs not* to sleepe IF Pausaczo

Telle vs som mery ])ing* of* auentures /

3oure termes 3oure coloures ^oure figures 16

keep hem in store til so be 30 enditen

by stile as when Jjat* men to kinges writen

Speke]) so plein at* ])is tyme I 30U p?-ay

]jat* we may vnderstonde what* 30 say IF Pausac/o

This worJ)i clerk benignely answerde

Oft* quod he I am vnder 30ur 3erde

36 han of* vs as now J^e gouernance

And J)e?'fore wol I do yow obeissance 24
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As fer as resoii axe]? liardel

I wil 30U telle a tale which fat I

lernede at^ paradovse of' a wor])i clerk*

As preued hy his wordes and his werk* 28

he is now deed and nayled in his cheste

I pray to god to ^iue his soule reste H Pausac/o

ffrcmnces Petrake Jje laureate poete

highte |)is clerk whos retoriqz^e sweete laiea/otct] 32

[enlumynede al ytaille / of Poyetrie [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14, leaf og

as Lynyan dide / of Philosopliie

or lawe / or other arte par-ticulere

hut deth that wol not suffre vs / duelle here 36

but as it were / a t^vynicelyng of an yghe

hem both hath sleyn / and alle shulle we dye

hut forthe to tellen / of tliis Avorthy man

that taughte me this tale / as I higan 40

I sey that he first / wight highe stile enditeth

er he the body of his tale writeth

a proheme / in the which discerneth he

the mounde / a7id of Saluce the contre 44

and spekith of Appenyn the hilles highe

that ben the boundes / of west Lumbardie

and of the Mounte Vesulus / in special

where as the Poo / out of a wel smal 48

takith his first sprpigyng / and his sours

and holte even streighte wey / his cours

to Emel-ward / to Ferrare / aiid to Yenyse

the which a longe thing were / to devise 52

and trewely / as to my lugement

me thinkith it a thing / inpertynent

save he wol conveye / his matiere

but this is the tale / which ye shal hiere 56

Here endith the clerke of Oxonford his prolog
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And next folwyng bigynneth his tale of Gresilde .

[MS Arch. Seld. B. 14, tn leafm\

Tlier was in the weste side of ytaylle

down at the rote / of Vesulus the colde

a histy playne / habundaunte of vitaylle

where many a toure and towne / thow maist bihokle 60

that founded were / in tynie of faders olde

and many a-nother / dilectable sight

and Saluces / this noble contre hight 63

«

A Marques whilom / was lord of that londe 64

as were his worth! eldres / him bifore

and obeysaunte / ay redy to liis honde

were alle his liges / both lesse cmtZ more iieafm.baci^i 67

thus in delite he lyved / and hath done yore

biloued and drad / thorugh favour of fortune

both of his lordis / and of his comune 70

IF Therwith he was / to speken of lynage 71

the gentilest borne / of al Lumbardye

a faire pe?'Sone and strong / and yonge of age

and ful of honoure / and of curtesie 74

discrete I-nough / liis contre for to gye

saue in som thingis / he Avas to blame

and Walter was this yonge lord-is name 77

IT I blame him thus / that he considred noughte 78

in tyme comyng / what myghte him betide

but on his lust present / was al his thoughte

as for to havke and hounte / on euery side 81

wel nygh al other cures / lete he slide

and eke he nolde / and that was worst of alle

wedde no wiff / for aughte that myghte bifalle 84
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IT Oonly that poynt / his peple bare soore [MS Arch. Seid. b. ii]

that flokmele on a day / they to him wente

and oon of hem / that wysest was of loore

or ellis that the lord / best wolde assente 88

that he shulde telle him / what his peple mente

or ellis coude he wel / shewe suche matire

he to the Marques seide / as ye shulle hire 91

% noble Marques / youre humanite 92

assurith vs / a7id yevith vs hardynesse

as offte as tyme / is of necessite

that we to yow mow telle / oure hevynesse 95

acceptith now lord / of youre gentilnesse

that we with pitevous herte / to yow pleyne

and lete not youre eeris / my voys disdeyne 98

IT Al haue I nought to done / in this matire 99

more than a-nother man hath / in this place

yit for as meche / as ye my lord / so dere

haue alwey shewed to me / favours a?id grace 102

I dar the better axe of yow / a space [zm/o?]

of audience / to shewe oure requeste

and ye my lord / to do right as ye leste 1 05

IT For certes lord / so wel vs likith yow 106

and al youre werke / and haue done that wel l^^*'^- Seid b. 14
<j I J extract endsj

Ke coude nought^ vs self* deuysen how [Corpus MS, leaf im

We mighte lyue in more felicite 109

Saue Jjing* lord if* if 3our wiUe be

That* for to be a wedded man 30U leste

J?en were 30ure peple in souereyn hertes reste 112

\_No breaks in the Corpus MS between the stanzas.']

BoweJ} 30ure nekke vnder ])at* blisful 30k:' 113

Of* souerainte and nought* of* se?'uise

Which Jjat* men clepe spousaile or wedlok*

And jjenkej} lord amonges 30ure jjoughtes wise 1 1

G
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[how that oure dayes pas / in sondre gise] [Arch. Seid. b. 14.3

ffor ])oiigh we slepe or Avake or renne or ryde

Ay flee]) j^e tyme and wol noman abyde 110

And J?ough 3onre greene J^oughtes flonre as ^it 120

In crepejj age alway as stille as stoon

And deth manace]) euery age and smyt*

In ech astat^ for ]?er askapejj nooii) 123

And also certein as we knowe echoon

])SiV we schulle deye as vncertein we alle

Ben of* ])at* day ]pa.f dejj schal on vs falle 126

^ AccepteJ) fanne of vs pe trewe entent 127

Jjaf neuere 3it* ne refused 30ur heste

And we lord if Ipaf 30 wile assent

To chese 30U a wijf in schort^ tyme atte leste 130

Borne of ]?e gentilest^ and of ])e meste

Of alle ])is lond so Jjat^ ifc^ oughte seme

honour to god and 30U as we can deme 133

IF Delyuer vs out^ of al })is busy dede 134:

And talc* a wijf for hihe goddes sake

IFor if it^ so bifelle as god forbede

faf ))orngh ^oure dej? ^our lynage schulde slake 137

And pat^ a straunge successour schiilde take

3onre heritage . wo were vs on lyue

wherfore we pray 30W hastily to wyue 1 40

IF here meke preyer and here pitons clierte 141

Made ]>e marquys herte haue pite

[ye wol qnod he / niyn owne pejDle dere] [Arch. Seid. B. 14.]

To pat^ I neuer erst^ ])0U3te streyne me 144

I me reioysed of my liberte

That^ selden tyme is founden mariage [leaf 130, back]

TJier I was free I moste be in seruage 147
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IF But^ na]}eles I se 30ur trewe entente 1 48

And truste vpon 30111 witte and haue don ay

Wherfore with al my fre wille I wil assente

To wedde me as sone as euer I may 151

But* pev as 30 han profred me to day

To chese me a wijf^ I 30U relesse

fat^ choys and pray 30U of* 30ure profre cesse 154

IF fFor I wot Jjat^ children often ben 155

vnlike here eldres hem byfore

Bounte com]) al of^ god not* of* ]je stren

Of* which jjei be]? engendred and y-bore 158

I truste in goddes bounte and Jierfore

my mariage and my?z astat* and reste

I him bitake he may do as him leste 161

U lat* me alone in chesyng^ of* my wijf* 162

But* I 30U pray and charge vpon 30ur lijf'

That* charge vpon my bak* I wil endure

paf what* wijf* I take I })e assure 165

To worschipe hire whil ]}af hire lijf* may dure

In word in werk* bo]}e heere and eue^ywhere

As sche an Emperoures doughter were 168

IT And for])ermore ])is schal 36 swere fat* 36 1G9

A3ein my choys schulle neuer grucche ne stryue

ffor si])])e I schal forgo my liberte

Af 30ure request* as euer mote I Jjriue 172

[there as myn herte is sett / there woH I wyve] F-^^^l^^^-

And but* 3e wol assente in such manere

I pray 30U speke nomore of* ]?is matiere 175

IF Wi]) hertly wil jjey sweren and assenten 176

To al J)is J)ing* ]}er seyde no wight* nay

Beseking* him of* grace or pat* Ipei wenten

Jjat* he wolde graunten hem a certein day 179
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Of* his spoiisaile as sone as euer he may

ffor ^ef alway pe poeple somwhat' dredde

lest* ])at* J)is marquys no wijf* wolde wedde 182

He graunted hem a day such as him leste [leaf isi] 183

On which he wolde be wedded sikerly

And sayde he dide al jjis af ]?air requeste

And Jjay wij) humble entent ful buxomly 186

knelyng^ vpon here knees ful reuerently

him ])onkjiig> alle and ])us jjay haue an ende

Of* here entenf and home a3ein ]?ei wende 189

And her vpon he to his officers 190

Comande]? for jje feste to purveye

And to his priue knightes and squyers

Such charge 3af* as him lisf on hem leye 193

And Jjay to his comaundeme/^t obeye

And ech of* hem do]? al his diligence

To do vnto ])e feste reuerence 196

[PART IL]

IF Prmia pars

"l^nrOughf fer fro jje paleys honurable 197

\^ Wher as Jje marquys schop his niariage

-i- 1 Ther stood a throop of^ Jje Cite delitable

In which jjat* pore folk* of* pat* village 200

hadden here bestes and here herbergage

And of* here labour toke here sustienance

After ])e erjje ^af* hem abundance ^ 203

Among' Jjis pore folk* jjer dwelled a man 204

Which was holde pouerest* of* hem alle

But heihe god sum tyme sende can

his grace in to a litel oxe stalle 207

lanicula men of* jjat* throop him calle

A doughter hadde he fair ynough to sight*

If And Grisildis |jis ^onge mayden highte 210

CORPUS 288 (6-T. 409)



SIX-TEXT 410

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Corpus MS.

Eut^ for to speke of* verteuons beaute 211

j?anne was sche on ])e fairest* vnder sonne

fful ponerely y-fostered was sclie

Xo likerous lust* was in hire herte ronne 21-1

"Wei oftere of* pe welle Jjan of* ])q tonne

Sche drank* for sche wolde vertnes plese

Sche knew w^el labour but* non ydel ese 217

^ But* ])ough ])is mayden tendre were of* age 218

3et in Ipe brest* of* hire virginite [leaf isi, back]

Ther was y-closed rype and scharpe corage

And in a gret* reuerence and charite 221

hire olde pouere fader fostred sche

A fewe scheep spynnyng* on feld sche kepte

Sche nolde not* ben ydel til Jjat* sche slepte 224

And whan sche com homward sche wolde bringe 225

Wortes or ojjer herbes tymes ofte

The which sche schredde and seth for hir lyuynge

And made hir bed ful harde and no ))ing* softe / 228

And ay sche kepte hir faderes lif* on lofte

Wi]) euery obeissance and diligence

That* cliilde may do to faderes reuerence /
231

^ vpon Grisilde Ipe pouer creature 232

fful ofte si])e J^e marquys sette his ye

As he on huntyng^ rood perauenture

And whan it* fell ]?at* he might* hir aspye 235

he not* wi)) wantoun lokjmg^ of* folye

his eyen caste on hire but in sad wyse

vpon hir cheere he wolde him ofte auyse 238

IT Commendyng* in his herte hir wo??zmanhede 239

And eek* hire vertu pass^mg* any wight*

Of* so 3ong* age as wel in cheere as in dede

ffor J?ough pe poeple haue no gret* insight* 242
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In vertu lie considerd ful riglit^

hir bounte and disposed j^at lie wolde

Wedde hir oonly if< euer he "wedde scholde 245

The day of' weddyng^ com but* no wighf can 246

Telle what* womnia?i pa.P it schiilde be

ffor which meruayle wondre]? many man
And seyde whan j^ey were in pryuyte 249

Wil nat* oure lord 3it* leue his vanite

Wil he nat* wedde alias alias jje while

Why wol he jjus himself* and vs begile 252

But* naj?eles |)is marquys ha
J?
don make 253

Of* gemmes sette in golde and in asure

Broches and rynges for Grisildes sake peaf 132]

And of* hire clojiing* tok* he |)e mesure 256

Of* a mayden like to hire stature

And eek* of* oj^er ornamentes alle

That* vnto such a weddyng* schulde falle 259

H J?e tyme of* vnderne of* ])e same day 260

Approchej) J^at* J)is weddyng* schulde be

And al ])e paleys but was in aray

Bojje halle and chambre eche in his degre 263

houses of* offices stulfed wij? plente

Ther maystow se of* deynteuous vitayle

That* may be founde as feer as last* ytayle 266

^ This real marquys richely arrayed 267

lordes and ladyes in his companye

The which vnto jje feste were prayed

And of* his retenue ])e bachelrie 270

"With many a soun of* sondry melodye

vnto ]je vilage of* which I tolde

In J)is array Jje righte wey liaj) holde 273
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IF Grisilde of jjis god -wof ful Innocent 274

jjaf for hire schapen al pis array was

To fecclie water at^ a welle is Avente

And comejj home as sone as euer sche may 277

ffor wel sche hadde herd seyde jjat' ilke day

That^ marquys sc'hnlde wedde and if^ sche might*

Sche wolde fayn han seyn some of ]?af sight 280

IT Sche ]30ught* I wille wi]) o))re maydens stonde 281

Jiat* ben my felawes in oure dore and se

The niarquisesse and jjerfore wol I fonde

To do at* home as sone as it* may he 284

J)e labour which J)at* longe]) vnto me

And panne I may at* leysyr hire by-holdc

If* sche pis wey vnto pe castel holde 287

H And as sche wolde ouer hire presshfold gon 268

The marquys cam and gan hir for to calle

And sche sette doun hir Avater potte anon •

Bysyde pis presshfolde of* pis oxe stalle [leaf 132, back] 291

And doun vjDon hir knees sche gan to falle

Wip sad contynance and knelep stille

Til sche had herd what* was pe lordes wille
: 294

pis pouglitful marquys spal^ vnto pis mayde 295

iful soberly and seyde in pis manere

Wher is 3our fader Grisildis he sayde

And sche wip reuerence in humble chere . 298

Answerde lord he is al red}^ heere

And in sche gop wipoute lenger lette

And to pe marquys hir fader sche fette 301

^ he by pe bond pan toolv^ pis olde man/ 302

And sayde pus whan he him hadde a syde

lanycala I neyper may ne can

lengere pe plesaunce of mjn herte hyde 305

CORPUS 201 (6-T. 412)



SIX-TEXT 413
GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Corpus MS.

If ]psiV ]?ou vouche saff' wliat^ so betycle

j)j doughter I wol take or j?at^ I wende

As for my wijf* vnto hire lyues ends 308

IT ])ou louest^ me I wot^ if wel certain 309

And arf my feijuful liege man y-bore

And al ]jaf like]) me I dar wel sayn

IV like]) J)e and specialliclie jjerfore 312

Telle me jjaf poynfc* as I haue sayd bifore

If* ))af ])ou wilf vnto jjat piirpos drawe

To take me as for ])i sone in lawe 315

IT The sodeyn cas pe man astoned so 316

faf reed he wax abaysf and al quakynge .

he stood vnnejje he sayde Avorde no mo

Buf only ]?iis lord quod he my willynge 319

Is as 36 wille nought* a^eins 3our likynge

I wole no])ing* ^e be my lord so dere

But* as 90U luste gouerne]? Jjis matiere 322

IT ^if wol I quod pis marquys softely 323

Jjat* in ])i chambre I and pou and sche

haue a coUacion and wostow why

ftbr I wil axe if* jjat* hire wille be 326

To be my wijf* and reule hire after me Deaf 133]

And al Ipis schal be doon in |)i presence

I wol not* speke out* of* j?in audience 329

If And in here chambre wliil jjay were aboute 330

here tretees which Jiat* 30 schul after heere

Jje poeple cam in to J)e hous wijjoute

And wondred hem in hor honeste manere 333

And tentyfly sche kepte hir fader deere

But* outerly Grysildis wondre might*

ffor neuer erst* ne saugh sche such a sight* 336
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IF No wonder is J50U3 |}at^ sche were astoned 337

To se so gret* a geste in ])at^ place

Sche neiier was to siiche gestes woned

ffor which sche loked wij) M i^ale face 340

But* schortly forjj |)is mater for to chace

Tliis aren Jje wordes ]?af |?e marquys sayde

To his benigne verray fey])ful mayde 343

IF Grisilde he seyde ^e schule wel vnderstonde -344

It^ likejj to 30ure fader and to me

Thaf I 3011 wedde and eet it may so stonde

As I suppose 3e wil ])ixV it* so be 347

But* Jjese demaundes ax I first* quod he

IF ])at* siJ)J?en it* schal be don in hasty wise

Wille 3e assente or elles 30U auyse 350

I seye })is be redy wiJ) good herte 351

To al my hist* and ]?at* I frely may

As me best* |)inke)j do 30U knowe or smerte

And neuer Ipe to grucche it* night* ne day 354

And eek* whan I say 36 ne say not* nay

ISrei))e?* by word ne by frounyng* contynance

Swere jjis and heer I swere oure alliance 357

^ Wedd}Tig-* vpon J)is word quakyng* for drede 358

Sche sayde lord vndigne or vmvorjjy

Am I to jjat* ilke honour Jjat* 36 me bede

But* as 36 wille 30ure self* right* so wol I 361

And here I swere J)at* neuer willyngly

In werk* ne ])ought* I nyl 30U disobeye [leaf 133, back]

ffor to be deed pough me were lo]) to deye 364

IF This is ynough Grisylde myn quod he 365

And forjj he go}? wijj a ful sobre cheere

Out* at* ]je dore and after Jiat* cam sche

And to J5e poeple he sayde in ))is manere 368
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])is is my wyf* quod he jjat* stondejj heere

honoiirej) liire and loue]? eek* I preye

Who so me louejj jjer is no more to seye 371

And for ]?at^ nojjing^ of^ hir olde gere 372

Sche scliolde bringe in to his hous he bad

That^ wommen schulde dispoylen hire right* Jjere

Of* which j?is ladyes were no])ing* glad 375

To handle hire clo]?es wher Inne sche was clad

But najjcles jjis mayden bright* of* hewe

ffro foot* to heed Ipey clojjed han al ncAve 378

IT hire heres han pey kempte Jiat* layn vntressed 379

ffiil rudely and wi]) hire fyngres smale

jjay tyred hire heed jjat* longe rudely lay dressed

Of* hire array what* schulde I make a tale 382

Sche is now fair of* hew ])at* arst* w^as pale

vnnejje fe poeple hir knew for hir fairnesse

Whan sche transmewed was in such richesse 385

IT This marquys ha
J?

hir wedded wi]) a ryng* 386

Brou^t* for jje same cause and hire sette

vpon an hors snow why t* and wel amblyng*

And to ]?e paleys or he lenger lette 389

Wi]) ioyful poeple f)at hire ladde and mette

Conueyed hire and ])us J)e day pay spende

In reuel til fe sonne gan descende 392

H And schortly forf })is tale for to chace 393

I seye ])at* to Jjis newe marquysesse

God ha]? such fauour sent* hire of* his grace

That* it* ne semed nought be kykenesse 396

That* sche was born and fedde in ludenesse

As in a cote or in an Oxe stalle/

But* norisshed in an emperoures halle [leaf 134] 399
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^ To eu6^?y wiglit^ sclie woxen is so deere 400

And worschipful ])at^ folb |)er sclie was bore

And from hire bur]}e knewe liire Jiere by 3eere

vnnepe trowede ))ey buf durst^ ban swore 403

]?at^ to lanicle of* wbicb I spalv^ byfore

Sche dougbter nas for as by coueiture

hem ]?ougbte scbe was anoj^er creature 406

^ ffor ]}oiigb euere vertuous was scbe 407

Scbe was encressed in sucb excellence

Of jjewes good y-sette in beib bounte

And so discrete and fair of^ eloquence

So benigne and cligne of* reuerence

And coude so jje poeples berte embrace

Jiat* ecli bir loue]? pat* lokej) on bir face 413

f Not* only of* salues in fe toun 414

Pirplisscbed was ]?e bounte of* bir name

But* eek' besyde in many a region

If* on sayde wel anoj^er sayde Jie same 417

So sprede]) of* bire beib bounte & fame

That* men and wo7?imen als wel 3onge as olde

Gon to salice vpon bir to bybolde 420

H Tbus \Yalter lowly nat* but* really 421

Wedded wijj fortunate noneste

In goddes pees lyuej? ful esily

At* bom and outward grace ynougb badde be 424

And for be saugb jjat* vnder lougb degre

Was ofte vertu byd ]}e poeple bim belde

A prudent man and j?at* is seyn ful seelde 427

IF Is^at* oonly ])is Grisildis Jjurgb bir witte 428

Coude al J^e foit* of* wyfly bomlynesse

But* eke wban jjat* Ipe cas requyred it

The comun p/'cfyt* coude scbe redresse 431
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])ev nas cliscorde rancour ne lieuynesse

In al ])(iV lond ]?at^ sche cou]?e apjoese

And wisly bringe hem alle in hertes eese 4C4

51 Thougli Jiat* hire honsbonde absent^ were anon Deaf i34, back]

If* gentil men or o'pev of* hire countre '

Were wrojje sche wolde bringen hem at* on

So wys and rype wordes hadde sche /
438

And luggements of* so gret^ equite

jjaf sche from heuen sentf* was as men wende

Jje poeple to plese and euery wrong* to amende 441

IT Nat* long* tyme after ]}at* Jjis Grisilde 442

"Was wedded sche a dou3ter ha]? y-bore

Al hadde hir leuer haiie born a knaue childe

Glad was ]?is marquys and his folic* j^^rfore 445

ffor jjough a mayden childe come al bifore

Sche may vnto a knaue child atteyne

Be lykened sij^jje sche is not* bareyne 448

^ Explicit ij* pr/rs.

Ther felle as it bifalle]? tymes mo 449

AVhen Jiat ]?is childe had soukecl but a ]?rowe

This marquys in his herte longej? so

To tempte his wyf hir sadnesse for to knows 452

Jiat* he ne might* out* of* his herte jjrowe

IF This merueylous desir his wijf* to assaye

JSTeedeles god wot* he ]?ought* hir to affraye 455

he hadde assayed hire ynongh bifore 456

And fond hir euer good what* needed it*

hire for to tempte and alway more and more

But* as for me I seye J?at* euele if sitte 459

J»ough some men it* preyse for a subtil witte

To assaye a wijf* whan j^at' it* is no neede

And putten hire in anguissclie and in dreede 462
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IT ffor which J)is marquys wrouglit^ in J)is manere 463

he com a night^ allone Jjer as sche lay

"VVij? sterne fate and wi]j trouble cheere

And seyde J?us Grisilde quod he Jjat day 466

))at* I 30U took* out* of* 3oure pore aray

And putte 90U in astat^ of^ heye no1)lesse

3e haue nou3t* forgeten as I gesse 469

H I seye Grisilde Jiis p?*esent^ dignite 470

In which I haue putte 30W as I trowe Peaf 135]

make]j 30U nou^t* for^eteful for to be

Jjat^ I 30U took in pouer astate ful lowe 473

ffor any wele ^e mote 3oure selue knowe

Tak* heed of* eue?-y word jjat* I 30U say

])er nys no wight* ]?at* heerej) it^ but* we tway 476

IT 3e wote 3oure selue wel how J?at* 30 come here 477

In to l^is hous Jjat* nys nat* longe ago

And ])ough to me 3e be right* leeue and deere

vnto my gentiles 3e ben noJ?ing< so 480

]jey say to hem it is gret* schame and wo

ffor to be sogette and ben in seruage

To Jje paV art^ born of a smal vilage 483

IT And namely sijjjje
Jjy

dou3te?' was y-bore 484

This wordes han J?ey spoke douteles

But I desire as I haue don byfore

To lyue my lyf* wij? hem in reste and pees 487

I may not^ in jjis cas be recheles

I mot* do wi]) |)i dou3ter for jje beste

Nou3t* as I wolde but* as my gentils leste 490

^ And 3if god wot* ])is is ful loji to me 491

But* najieles wi])outen 3our wetynge

I wil nat* do but ]?is w^il I quod he

That* 3e to me assent/ as in jjis 'pinge 494
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Schewe now ^our pacience as in werkynge

]?af 36 me higlit* and swor in 3our village

That* day J?at* maked was our mariage 497

^ AVlian sche had herd al J>is sche nat ameued 498

Noyjjer in word ne cheere ne contynaiice

ffor as it semed sche was naf agreued

Sche sayde lord al lijj in ^our j^lesaunce 501

My childe and I wi]) hertely obeissance

ben 30ures al and 36 mowe sane & spiUe

30ure owne ]?ing* workijj after 3our wiile 504

^ Ther may no ping* so god my soule sane 505

liken to 3011 Jjat* may displesen me
]^e I desyre nojjing* for to haue Deaf 135, back]

Ne drede for to lese sane oonly jje 508

fis wiUe is in mjn herte and ay sclial be

No lengjje of* tyme or dejj may ])is deface

Ne chaunge my corrage to anojjer place 511

IT Glad was J)is marqnys for hire answeryng* 512

But* 3if he feigned as it were not* so

Al dreery was his cheer' as his lokyng*

Whan })at* he schiilde out/ of* Jje chambre go 515

Sone after jjis a forlong* way or tuo

he priuely ha]) tolde al his entente

vnto a man and to his wijf* him sente 518

IF A maner sergeant* was ]}is priue man 519

The which he feijjful often founden hadde

In Jjinges gret* and eek* such folk* Avel can

Don execucioii of* jjinges badde 522

The lord knew wel jjat* he him loued and dradde

And whan pis sergaunt* knew his lordes wille

In to fe chambur he stalked him ful stille 525
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51 ^la dame he sayde ^e moote foi^iue it me 526

Though. I do Jiing^ ])Q which I am constreyned

39 ben so wys jjat* ful wel kuowe 30

jjat^ lordes lieestes mowe not^ be feyned 529

]3ey mowe wel be weyled or co??ipleyiied

Eut^ men moot^ needes to here hist^ obeye

And so wol I fier nys nomore to seye 532

IF ])is child am I comaunded for to take 533

And spak^ no more but^ out^ j^e childe he hente

Dispitously and gan a cheere make

As )jough he wold han slayn it^ or he wente 536

Grisildes mot^ al solfre and consente

And as a lombe sche sittejj meke & stille

And lete jjis cruel sergant^ han his wille 539

IT Suspeccious was pe defame of ])is man 540

Suspecte his face suspecte his word also

Suspecte ])e tyme in which he })is bygan

.

Alias hir doughter ])at sche loued so [leaf i36] 543

Sche wende he wolde haue slayen it* right*
J30

But* najjeles sche noujjer weep ne siked

Conformyng* hire to j^at* Ipe marc^uys liked 546

5F But* atte laste speke sche bigan 547

And mekely sche to jje sergaunf preyed

So as he was a worJ)y gentil man

f)at* sche moste kisse hir childe or J?at* it* deyde 550

And in hir barm J?is litel child sche leyde

Wi]) ful sadde face and gan )jis childe to blisse

And lulled it* and after gan it* kisse 553

^ And ]5us scha seyde in hire benigne vols 554

ffar wel my child I schal pe neuer se

But* sijj I haue Ipe marked wi]? Jje croys

Of* ]jilke fader blesse-d mote ]50u be 557
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jjaf for vs deyed vpon a crosse of tre

jjy soule litel child I liim bytake

ffor ]?is niglit^ sclialt^ jjou deye for my sake 560

IT I trowe to a norice in Jjis cas 561

It* hadde ben hard ]?is reuj^e for to se

Wei might a mooder Jjan han cryed alias

But* najjeles so sadde stedefast* was sche 564:

jjaf sche endured alle adue?'site

And to ])& se?'geaunt* mekely sche sayde

haue her a3ein 3oiir litel 3onge mayde 567

If Gojj now quod sche and do]) my lordes heste 568

But* Jjing* wold I pray 30U of* ^our grace

j)a,V but* my lord forbad 30U atte leste

Burie]? jjis litel body in som place 571

])at* bestes ne no briddes it to-race

But* he ne wolde no word to pe purpos seye

But/ tolv* ])e childe and went* vpon his weye 574

^ jjis sergaunt^ cam vnto pis lord ageyne 575

And of* Grisildes wordes and hir cheere

he tolde him word for word in schort* and pleyne

And him presente]) with his doubter dere 578

Somwhat* J)is lord hadde reujje in his manere [leaf i.ie, back]

But* na])eles his pur^^os held he stille

As lordes don whan paj wol haue here wille 581

And bad pis sergaunt* pat* he priuyly 582

Schulde pis child ful ofte wynde and wrappe

Wip alle c/rcumstaunces tendrely

And carye it in a cofFre or in a lappe 585

But* vpon peyne his heed of* for to swappe

pat* noman schulde knowe of* his entent

Ne when he come ne whider pat* he went 588

CORPUS 300 (6-T. 421)



SIX-TEXT 422

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Corpus MS.

IT But* at^ Boloigne it< to liis suster deere 589

Tliat^ ilke time of" Panyke was Countesse /

he schiilde it* take and schewe hir j)is mateere /

Besekyng* hire to don hire besynesse 592

This child to fostre in alle gentilnesse

And whos child jjaf it* was he bad hire hyde

firom euery wight* for ought* jjat* may betyde 695

IF ])is sergaunt gojj and ha|j fulfild |)is ])ing* 596

But* now to Jjis markys retorne we

ffor now goj) he ful ofte ymagynyng*

If* by his wyffes cheer he mighte se 599

Or by hire word apparceyue fat sche

Were chaunged but he neuer coude hir fynde

But euer in oon ylike sad and kynde 602

^ As glad as besy as humble in seruice 603

And eek* in loue as sche was wont* to be

"Was sche to him in eue?y maner wyse

'Ne of* hir doughter nought* a word spak* sche 606

Accident for non aduersite

Was seyn in hire ne neuer hir doubter name

Ne nempned sche in ernest* ne in game 609

IT Explicit iij* prn-s.

IN
])is astat* fier ben passed .iiij. ^er 610

sche "\viJ7 childe was but as god wolde

A knaue childe sche bar by Jjis waiter

fful gracious and fair for to biholde 613

And whan ])at* folk* it* to his fader tolde

Nat* onlich he but* al ])e coiitre merye [leaf is?]

Was for J)is child and god ]?ey |?ank* and herye 616

^ Wlian it* was tuo ^eer old and fro be breste 617

Departed of* his norice on a day

This marquys caughte ^t* anojjer leste
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To tempte his wijf* ^it* ofter if* he may 620

nedeles was sche tempted in assay

But* wedded men knowen no mesure

Whan fat* pSij fynde a pacient creature 623

IT Wijf* qiiod pis marquys ^e han herd of* ])is 624

My poeple sekerly berejj heuy of* oure mariage

And namely si))j?e my sone horen is

Now is it* wers ]?an euer in al oure age 627

The murmur slejj myn herte and my corage

ffor to myn eeres comejj pe voys so smerte

That* it* wel neih destroyed ha]) myn herte 630

^ I^ow sey pej ])us whan waiter is agon 631

Jjanne schal jje blood of* lanicle succede

And ben oure lord for ojjer haue we non

Suche wordes seijj my poeple it is no drede 634

Wel ought* I of* such murmur taken heede

ffor certeinly I drede such sentence

pough jjey nought* pleyne speke in m.y7i audience 637

IT I wolde lyue in pees if* fat* I mighte 638

Wher fore I am disposed outerly

As I his suster seruede be nighte

Kight* so fenke I to serue him priuely 641

Jjus warne I 30U for ^e nou^t* sodeinly

Out* of* 3our self* for no wo schulde outraye

Bejj pacient* and ferfore I 30U praye 644

IT I haue qiiod sche sayd jjus and euer schal 645

1 wille no fing* ne nyl no fing* certayne

"But* as 30U liste nou^t* greuej) me al

J?ough fat* my doughter and my sone be slayne 648

At* ^our comaundeme?^t* fis is to sayne

I haue nou^t* had no part* of* children tweyne

But* first* siknesse and after wo and peyne [leaf 137, back] 651
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^ ^e ben oure lord do]) wip 3our owne ]?ing^ 652

Ei^t' as 30U liste aske]) no rede at me

ffor as I lifte at^ home al my clojjinge

Whan I lirst^ come to 3011 right* so quod sche 655

lefte I my wille and al my liberte

And tolv* 30ur cloJ)ing^ wherfore I 3011 preye

Do]) 30ur plesailce I wil 3our lust obeye 658

H And certes if* I hadde prescience 659

30ure wille to knowe or 36 30ur lust* me tolde

I wolde if do wi])outen necligence

But* now I wot* 3our lust* and what* 3e wolde 662

Al 30ur plesaunce ferme and stable I holde

ffor wiste I ])at^ my de]) wolde do 30U ese

Eight* gladly wolde I deye 30U to plese 665

IT De]) may not* make no compa?"iso2ai 666

vnto oure loue and whan J)is marquys say

Jie contenaunce of* his wijf* he cast a down

his ey3en tuo and wondre]) ])at* sche may 669

In pacience suffre al })is array

And for]) he go]) wi]) drery contynaunce

But* to his herte it was right* gret* plesance 672

^ pis Oggel se?'gaunt* in J)e same wise 673

J)at* he hir dou3te?* caughte right* so he

Or worse if* men worse can deuyse

ha]) hent* hir sone ])at* ful was of* beaute 676

And euer in oon so pacient was sche

That* sche no cheere made of* heuynesse

But* kiste hir sone and after gan it* blesse 679

^ Saue ])is sche preyed him if* ])at* he niighte 680

hir litel sone he wolde in er])e graue

his tendre lymes delicat^ to sight*

ffro fouler and fro bestes for to saue 683
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bufc^ sche non answer of* him miglite liaue

he wente his wey as he no Jjing* ne roughte

But* to Boloigne he tendrely it* brou3te 686

IF This marquys wondre]) euer lenger ])e more [leaf las] 687

vpon hir pacience and if* jjat* he

Ne hadde sojjly knowe jjer bifore

j)at* parfitly hir children loued sche 690

he wolde haue wende jjat* of* som subtilte

And of* mahce or for cruel corrage

That* sche hadde suffred jjis wijj sad visage 693

IF But* wel he knewe next* himself* certayne 694

Sche loued hir children best* in euery wise /

But* now of* wommen wolde I aske fayne

If )?ise assayes mighte nou3t* suffise / 697

What* coujje a stordy housbonde more deuyse

To proeue his wijf* and hire stedfastnesse

And he contynuyng* euer in sturdynesse 700

IF But* ]?er ben folic* of* such condicion 701

That* whan Jjey haue a certein purpos take

They can nought* stynte of* here entencion

But* right* as Jjey were bounden to a stake 704

fey wil nat* of* jjat* firste purpos slake /

Eight* so ])is marquys fully haj) purposed

To tempte his wijf* as he was first* disposed 707

IF he waytejj if by word or contynance 708

That* sche to him was chaunged of* corage

But* neuer coude he fynde variance

Sche was ay oon in hert* and in visage 711

And ay J?e furj^er j^at* sche was in age

]>e more trewe if J)at* it* were possible

Sche was to him more lowe and more pesible 714
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If ffor which it^ semed ))iis ])at< of^ hem tuo 715

jjer nas but^ oo wille for as waiter liste

That* same lusf was hire plesance also

And god he jjanked al fel for ]?e beste 718

Sche schewed weel for no worldly vnreste

A wijf as of* hir self* no ping* ne scholde

Wille in effecte but* as hir housbond wolde 721

J)e sclaundre of waiter ofte and wyde spradde 722

That* of* a cruel herte he wikkedly [leaf iss, back]

ffor he a pore wor/zman wedded hadde

ha]} murdred bojje his children priuely 725

Such murmur was among* hem coniunly

Ko wonder is for to jje poeples eere

Ther com no word but* ]jat* pay mordred were 728

ffor which per as his poeple J^er bifore 729

hadde loued him wel pe sclaunder of* his diifame

Made hem pat* J)ey him hatede J}erfore

To ben a murdrer is an hateful name 732

Eut* na])eles for ernest* ne for game

he of* his cruel purpos nolde stente

To tempte his wijf* was sette al his entente 735

H Whan pat* his dou3ter twelf* ^er was of* age 736

he to J)e court* of* Rome in subtil wise

Enformed of* his wille and sente his message

Comaundyng* hem suche bulles to deuyse/ 739

In pis maner and in pis same gyse

how pat* pe pope as for his poejjles reste

Bad him to wedde anop^r if* him leste 742

^ I say he bad pay scholden countrefete 743

The popes bulles making* mencioii

pat* he hap leue his firste wijf* to lete

As by pe popes dispensacioii 746
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To stynte rancour and discencion

Bitwixe his poeple and Hni pus spak' pe Lulle

]je which ]?ey han publisshed atte fulle 749

^ The rude poeple as it^ no wonder is 750
Wenden ful wel J)at^ it hadde be ri3fc^ so

Buf whan ])is tjpmges come to Grisildis

I deme jjat^ hir herte was ful wo 753
And sche ylike sad for euermo

Disposed was ])is humble creature

To aduersite of< fortune al tendur^- 755

IF Abydyng^ euer his lust^ and his plesance 757
To whom sche was ^iuen herte and al

As to hire worldly verray suffisaunce [leaf 139]

But* schortly if ))is story telle I schal 760
This marquys writen hajj in special

A le^^re in which he schewe]? his entente

And secretly he to boloigne it* sente 763

f To ]?e erl of Panyke which Jjat* hadde po 764

Wedded his suster preyed he specially

To bringen home a3ein his children tuo

But* he pinge preyed outrely 767
With alle his herte ful affectuously

})at* he to no wight j^ough men wolde enquere

Schulde nought telle whos children j^at* pei were 770

IT But* seye ]je mayden schulde y-wedded be 771

Vnto pe marquys of* Saluce right* anon

And as pis erle was preyed right* so dede he

ffor at* day sette he on his day is goon) 774
Toward Saluce and lordes many oon

In riche array ]?is mayden for to gyde

hire ^onge brojjei ryding* by hir syde 777
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Arrayed was toward liir mariago 778

This freisshe mayde ful of^ genimes cleere

hir brojjer wliich jjat^ vij. 3eer was of age

Arrayed eet ful freisscli in his manere 781

And ])us in gref noblesse and wi]? glad cheere

Toward Saluces schapynge hire ioiirneye

fEro day to day pey ryden in here weye 784

^ Quarta pa?*s.

[PART v.]

AMong* al J?is after his wicked vsage 785

))is marqiiys 3it^ his wijf^ gan tempte more

, To ])G outrest^ proef' of hire corage

ffiilly to lian expe?'iment^ and lore 788

If paf sche was as stidefast' as hifore

he on a day in open audience

fful boustously hajj seid hir ]jis sentence 791

Certes Grisildis I hadde ynough plesaunce 792

To han 30U to my wijf for 30ur goodnesse

As for 30ur trouj^e and 3our obeissaiice

Nat^ for 30ur lignage ne for 3our richesse [leaf 139, back] 795

Buf now quod he in verray sojjfastnesse

J)at^ in gret^ lorschipe if I wol auyse

]?er is gret^ seruytute in sondry wise 798

H I may not* do as euery ploughman may 799

My poeple me constreyne]) for to take

anolpei wijf and cryen day by day

And eek Jre pope rancour for to slake 802

Consente]) iV Jjat' dar I vndertake

And trewelich ]?us meche I wil 30U seye

My newe wijf is comynge by ]>e weye 805

H Be strong* of herte and voyde anon hire place 806

And ))ilke doware j^at* 36 bioughten me

Tak* if a3ein and graunte it^ of my grace
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Retornejj to 3our fadres hous qtiod he 809

No man may alwey haue prosperite

Wijj euene herte I rede 3on tendnre

])G strok^ of* fortnne or of* anentnre 812

IF And sclie a3ein answerde in pacience 813

My lord seyde sche I wot* & wiste alway

how fat* bitwixe 3oure magnificence

And my pouerte no wight* can ne may 816

maken comparison it/ is no nay

I helde me neuer digne in no manere

To be 30ur wijf^ ne 3it* 3oiir chamberere 819

And in ]jis hous Jjer 3e me lady made 820

IF Jje hihe god take I for my witnesse

And also wisly he my soule glade

I neuer heelde me lady ne maystresse 823

But* humble seruaunt* to 3our worjjinesse

And euere schal whil Jjat* my lijff* may dure

Abouen euery worldly creature 826

If That* 3e so longe of* 3oui'e benignite 827

han holde me in honour and nobleye

"Wlier as I was nou3t' worjjy for to be

jjat* jjanke I god and 30W whom I preye 830

ffor3elde it* 30W jjer nys no more to seye [leaf uo]

vnto my fader gladly wol I wende

And wi]) him dwell e vnto my lyues ende 833

IF Ther I was fostred of* a child ful smal 834

Til I be dede my lijf* ]?er wil I lede

A wydewe clene in body herte and al

ffor sijjjje I 3af* to 30W my maydenhede 837

And am 3our trewe wijf* it* is no drede

God schilde such a lordes wijf* to take

Anojjer man to housbonde or to make 840
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IF And of^ 30ure newe wyf^ god of^ liis grace 841

So graunte 30U wele and lieigh p7^os])eriiQ

±for I wille gladly ^elden hire my place

In wLicli I was blisful wonf to be 844

ffor si]}])e it* like]? 30W my lord quod sclie

Tliat* wliilom weren ai niyn liertes reste

]5af I sclial go I wol go whan 3011 leste 847

IT But^ ]?er as ^e me profre swich dowayre 848

Ay I first* brouglit* it* is wel in my mynde

It* were my wreccbed clojjes no jjing* fayre

llie wbicbe to me were now ful liard to fynde 851

goode god bow gentil and bow kynde

3e semede by ^our specbe and 30111 visage

])e day ]?at* maked was oiu' mariage 8j4

But* so]} is seyde algate I fynde it* trewe 855

ffor in effecte it* preuede is on me

loue is nat* olde as wban J)at* it is newe

But* certes lord for non aduersite 858

To deyen in Jje cas it* scbal not* be

Jjat* euer in word or werlv* I scbal rej^ente

j)SiV 1 30U 3af* myn berte in bol entente 8G1

IF My lord 36 wot"* jjat in my fadres place 862

3e decle me strepe out* of"* my j^ore wede

And ricbely me cladden of* 30iir grace

To 30U brought^ I nou3f elles out^ of drede 865

But* fei]) and nakednesse and maydenbede

And bere a3ein 3oiir clo])ing* I restore [leaf 1 40, back]

And eek* 30ur weddyng* r^^ng* for euermore 868

IF Tbe remenaunt* of 30ure lewellis redy be 869

AVi])inne 3our cbambre dar I sanely sayn

Naked out* of* my fidres bous qicod scbe

1 cam and naJved I mot* agayn 872
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Al 3oure plesaimce wolde I folwe fayn

Eul^ ^it^ I hope if be naf 301116 entente

That smokies out of^ 30ure paleys I wente 875

^ ^e coude noii3f do so dishoneste a jjing^ 876

Thaf ])ilke wonibe in which 30111 children leye

Schulde bifore ]>& poeple in my walkyng^

Be seyn al bare wher fore I 30U preye /
879

laf me nof lit a worme go by jje weye

Eemembre 30U myn owne lord so deere

I was 30ure wijf* jjough I vnworjjy were 882

Wherfore in guerdon of* my maydenhede 883

Which J)af I brought and nof awey I here

As vouchej) sauf^ to 3if^ me to my mede

But* such a smok^ as I was wonf to were 886

|?af I jjer wi]j may wrye ]>q wombe of^ here

fiaf was 3our wijf* and here take I my leue

Of 30U myn owen lord lesf I 30U greue 889

^ The smok/ qtiod he jjaf jjou hasf on J)i bak^ 890

lat if be stille and here if for]? wijj jje

Buf vnnejies Jjilke word he spat

Buf wente his wey for rewfe and pite 893

Biforn ))e folk* hir seluen strepe]) sche

And in hire smok" wi]) heued and foof al bare

Toward hir fader hous is sche fare 896

The folt hir folwen wepyng< in hire weye 897

And fortune ay fey cursen as J?ey gon

Buf sche fro weepyng^ kepte hire eyhen dreyo

Ne in Jiis tyme word ne spat sche noon 000

hire fader ])af ]?is tydinge herde anon

CurseJ) J)e day and tyme jjaf nature

8chope him to be a lyues creature [leaf iii] 903
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^ ffor out' of doute Jjis olde pouere man 904

jjat' whan pe lord had fulfilde his corage 906

ffor euer it demed si
J?

it' fersf bigan) 905

him wolde ])inke iV were disparage 907

To wedde oon of' so pore a lynage

To his astaf so lowe to alighte

And voyde hire as sone as euer he mighte 910

H A3ein his doughter hastely go]? he 911

ffor he by noyse of* folt knew hire comyng^

And wij) hire olde cote as if mighte he

he couered hire ful sorwfully wepynge 914

Buf on hir body mighf he it nof bringe

ffor rude was jje clolp and more of' age

By fele dayes ))an was hire mariage 917

Thus wijj hir fader for a certein space 918

Dwelle]) jjis flour of' wyfly pacience

Jjaf neyj)er by hir wordes ne hir face

Biforn ]>& folk' ne eels^ in here absence /
921

ISTe schewede sche Jjaf hire was don offence

ISTe of' hire heih astaf pe remembrance

Ne hadde sche as by hire contynaunce 924

No wonder is for in hire gref astate 925

hire gosf was euer in plein humilite

No tendre moujj non herte delicate

No pompe ne semblaiif of' realte 928

Buf ful of' pacience and benignite

Discrete and prydeles ay honorable

And to hir housbonde euer meeke and stable 931

^ Men speke of lob. and mosf for his hnmblesse 932

As clerkes whan hem liste can endite

Namly of men but as in sojjfastnesse

jjough clerkes preyse wo7?zmen but a lite 935
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Jjer can no man in humblesse liim aquite

As wommen can ne can be lialf^ so trewe

As \vo??imen ben but* it^ be falle of* newe 938

[PART VL]

IT ffro Boloigne is pis erl of* Panyke come
/

[leaf m, back]

Of which ])Q fame vp sprong* to more & lesse /

And to ]?e poeples eres alle and some /

Was coujj eet ]?at* a newe marquysesse 942

he wi]j him brought* in such pompe and richesse

That* neuer was jjcr seyn wi]) mannes eye

So noble array in al west* himbardye 945

H The marquys which |jat* schope and knew al ))is 946

Or ])at* pis erl were come sent* his message

ffor jjilke sely pore Grisildis

And sche with humble herte and glad visage 949

nou3t* wijj no swollen herte in hire corage

Cam at* his heste and on hir knees hir sette

And reuerently and wysly sche him grette 952

^ Grisildis qiiod he my wille is vtterly 953

])is mayden jjat* schal be wedded to me

Receyued be to morn als really

As possible is in mju hous for to be 956

And eke Jjat* eue?y wight* in his degre

haue his astaf in sittyng* and seruise

And heih plesaunce as I can best* deuyse 959

^ I haue no wommaw sufficaunt* certayn 960

])e chambres for to arraye in ordinance

After my lust* and ferfore wolde I fayn

Thyn were al such maner gouernance 963

f)ou knowest* eek* of* olde al my plesaunce

Jjough |)in array be badde and yuel beseye

Do J30U j)i deuer atte leste weye 966
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IF Nsif oonly lord paf I am glad qnod sche 067

To do ^oiire liist^ but^ I desire also

30U for to serue and plese in my degre

Wijjouten feynyng^ and schal eue?'emo 970

Ne neiier for no wele ne no woo

Ne sclial ])G goost^ wijjinne myw herte stente

To loue 30U best/ wi]j al my treive entente 973

IF And wi]j fat* word sche gan the house to diglite 974

And tables for to sette and beddes make [leaf u2]

And peyned hire to do al ]?at^ sche mighte

Preyinge jje chambereres for goddes sake 977

To hasten hem and faste swepe and schake

And sche jje moste seruisable of^ alle

ha]) Qiiei'y chambre arrayed and his halle 980

5r Abouten vndren gan ))is erl alighte 981

And wi]? him brought^ his noble children tweye

fFor wi]) })e poeple ran to see ])e sight*

Of* hire array so richely byseye 984

And J)an af ersf amonges hem pey seye

That* waiter was no fool ])ongh Jjat* him liste

To chaunge his wyf* for if Avas for J?e beste 987

•[[ ffor sche is fairer as pej demen alle 988

pan is Grisilde and more tendre of* age

And fairer fruyt* betwen hem schnlde falle

And more plesaunce for hire heih lynage 991

hire brojjer eek* so fair was of* visage

That* hem to se j)e poeple ha]) can^t* plesaunce

Commendynge now \>q marquys gouernaunce 994

IF stormy poeple vnsad and euer vntrewe 995

Ay vndiscrete and chaungyng* as a fane

Delityng' ay in rombile ])at* is newe

fFor lik* Ipe mone ay wexen 3e and wane 998
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Ay fill of* clappyng^ dere y-nougli a lane

3cure dome is fals 3our inconstance wel preuej)

A ful gret* fool is lie paV on 3011 leeuejj 1001

IT Thus saiden sadde folic* in ]}at Cite 1002

Whan ]?at* ]je peple gazed vp and doun

ifor |)ey were glade right* for pe nouelte

To han a newe lady of* oure toun 1005

No more of* jjis now make I mencioun)

But* to Grisilde anon wil I me dresse

And telle hire constailce and hire besynesse 1008

IT fful besy was Grisilde in euery Jjing* 1009

That* to pG feste was ape?'tenent

Eight* nought* was sche abayssht* of* hire cloj^ing* [if 112, wo

Jjough it* were rude and eelv* somdel toreni"* 1012

But* with glad chere to pe gate is went

With o])er folic* to grete ]?e marquysesse

And after jjat* do]} for]) hire besynesse 1015

If Wi]7 so glad chere his gestes sche resceyuej) 1016

And connyngly euerich in his degre

That* defaute no man apparceyue])

But* ay pej wondren what* sche mighte be 1019

Jjat* in so pore array was for to se

And coude such hono^«' & reu€rence

And wor]7ily pej preysen hire prudence 1022

^ In al ))is mene while sche ne stente 1023

]?is mayde and eek* hir bro])er to comende

With alle hire herte in ful benigne entente

So wel ])at* no man cou])e hire pris amende 1026

But atte laste whan ])ise lordes wende

To sitte doun at mete he gan to calle

Grisilde as sche was besy in his halle 1029
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^ Grisilde <\uod he as it^ were in liis ]Dlay 1030

liow likejj ])e my wijf* and hire beaute

Eight^ wel (^uod sche my lord for in good fey

A fairer sawe I nener non pan sche 1033

I pray to god 3if^ 3011 prosperite

And so hope I ])at< he wil to 30U sende

Plesaunce ynow vnto 3001 lyues ende 1036

IT ]?ing< beseke I 30U and warne also
/ 1037

|?at^ 3e prike wijj no tormentynge

]jis tendre mayden as 3e han do mo
ffor sche is fostred in hire norischinge 1040

more tenderly and to my suj)posynge

Sche coude nought^ aduersite endure

As coude a pore fostred creature/ 1043

And whan jjis waiter saugh hir pacience 1044

hire glad cher and no maHce at^ al

And he so often hadde don hire offence

And sche ay sadde and constant* as a wal [leaf u.^]

Continuyng< euere hire Innocence 0U6^?'al

This sturdy marquys gan hire herte dresse

To rewen on hire wyfly stedfastnesse 1050

IF This is ynough Grisilde myn q?/0(? he 1051

Be now no more agast* ne yuel apayed

I haue jjy feijj and ])i benignite

As wel as euer womman) was assayed 1054

In gret* astate and pouereliche arrayed

ISTow knowe I deere wijf* ]ij stedfastnesse /

And hire in amies toke and gan hire kesse 1057

T And sche for wonder took* of* hit^ no keepe 1058

Sche ])0U3te nought* what* ]?ing^ he to hir sayde/

Sche ferde as sche hadde stirte out* of* hir slepe

Til sche out^ of^ hir masednesse abrayde 1061
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Grisilde quod he god Jjat / for vs deyed

J)ou art* my wyf ne non ojjer I haue

2^6 neuer hadde so god my soule saue 10G4

IT This is jjy doughter which jjoii hast* supposed 1065

To be my wijf^ jjat* oper feij?fully

Sclial be myn [heir] as I haue ay purposed

pou bare him in pi body trewely 10G8

At* boloygne haue I kept* hem pryuyly

Tak* hem a3ein for now mayst jjou not seye

|jat* jjou hast* lorn non of* py children tweye 1071

IT And folk* jjat* ojjerwise han sayd of* me 1072

I warne hem wel fat* I haue don pis dede

ifor no malice ne for no cruelte

But* for tassaye in pe pj wo?72manhede 1075

And nat* to slee my children god forbede

But* for to kepe hem pryuyly and stille

Til I ]ji purpos knewe and al py wille 1078

IT Whan pis herde a swowne doun sche fallep 1079

ifor pytous ioye and after hir swownynge

Sche hope hire 3onge children to hire callep

And in his armes pitously wepynge 1082

Embracep hem and tendrely kissinge [leaf us, back]

fful like a moder wip hire salte teeres

Sche bapep hope hire visage and hire heres 1085

IT which a pytous sight* if was to see 1086

hir swownyng* and hire humble voys to heere

Graunt* mercy lord god I panke it* 30U quod she

pat* 3e han saued me my children deere , 1089

now rekke I neuer to be ded right* heere

Sippe I stonde in 30ur loue and in 3our girice

No fors of* dep ne whan my spirit* pace 1092
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IF tendre o dere o 3onge children myae 1093

^our wofiil moder wende stedefastly

That^ cruel houndes or soni foul vermyne

hadde eten 30U but^ god of his mercy 1096

And ^oure benigne fader tenderly

ha]) don 30U kepte and in ]?e same stounde

Al sodeinly sche swapte a doun to grounde 1099

IF And in hire swowne so sadly holdej) sche 1100

hire children tuo whan sche gan hem enbrace

j)aV with gret^ sleighte and wi]? gret' difficulte

Jje children from hire arm ^ei gon arace 1103

many a teer on many a pitous face

Doun ran of' hem ])at* stooden hire besyde

vnnejje aboute. hire mighten Jjey abyde 1106

Walter liir glade]? and hir sorAve slake]? 1107

Sche ryse]} vp abaysshed from hire traunce

And euery wight^ hire ioye and feste make])

til sche ha]) caught' a3ein hir contenance 1110

"Walter hire do]) fei])fully plcsaunce

J)at' it' is deynte for to se ])e cheere

Bitwixe hem tuo now pej ben metf in feere 1113

IF This ladyes whan J)at' ])ey here tyme saye 1114

han taken hire and in to chambre goon

And streepen hire ouf of' hire ruyde array

And in a clo]) of' gold })af brighte schoou) 1117

Wi]) a coroune of' many a riche stooii)

vppon hire heed ])ey in to lialle hir broughte [leafiit]

And ])an sche was honoured as sche oughte 1120

f Thus ha]) J)is pitous day a blisful ende 1121

ffor euery man and w^07?iman do}) here might

This day in mir})e and reuel to dispende

TlL on J)e welken schone fe sterres blight 1124
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fFor more solempne in euery ma?znes sight;

Jiis feste was and gretter of^ costage

Than was jje.reuel of* hire mariage 1127

ir fful many a ^eer in hih prosperite 1128

lyuen ])ise tuo in concord and in reste

And richely his dou3ter maryed he

vnto a lord on of ])& wor]?ieste 1131

Of* alle ytayle ]?anne and pes & reste

his wyues fader in his court* he kepejj

Til Jjat* his soule ouf of his body creepej) 1134

^ his sone succedijj in his heritage 1135

In reste and pees after his fader day

And fortunaf eek* was in mariage

Al putte he not* his wijf* in gret* assay 1138

This world is not* so strong* it* is no nay

As it* ha]) ben in olde tyme 3ore

And herkne]) what* ])is auctor sei]) J^erfore 1141

This story is sayd not* for pat* wyues scholde 1142

ffolwen grisilde as in humilite

ffor it* were importable jjough pey wolde

But* for ])at* euery wight* in his degre 1 1 45

Schulde be constante in aduersite

As was Grisilde ])erfore Petrayke write])

])is story which he wi]) his stile endite]) 1148

jiFor si])])e a wo??2man was so paciente 1149

vnto a mortel man wel more vs ou3te

'Eesceyuen al in gree ])at* god vs sente

ffor grete skiles he preeue]) ])at* he wrou3te 1152

But* he ne tempte]) no man ])at* he brou3te

As sei]) seint* lame 3if* 3e his pistil rede

He preue]) folk* alday it is no drede [leaf i 4*, back] 1155
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And sufFre]) vs as for oure excercise 1156

Wijj scharpe scorges of* aduersite

fful often to ben betyn in sondry wyse

Nought^ for to kuowe oure wille for certes he 1159

Or we were born knew al oure frelete

And for oure beste is al oure gouernaiice

laf vs )?anne lyue in vertuous suffraunce 11G2

H But^ lordinges o word herkenejj ar I go 11G3

It* were ful hard to fynde now a dayes

In alle a toun Grisildes Jjre or tuo

ffor if* jjaf ])ey were putte to suche assayes 116G

The golde of* hem ha]) now so badde layes

"WiJj bras Jjat* jjough J?e coyne be fayr at eye

It* wolde rajjer berst/ a tuo ]}an plye 1 169

IT ffor which here for pe wyues loue of* Bajjo 1 170

Whos lijf* and al hire heljje god mayntene

In hire maystrye and elles were it* skajje

I wolde wi]} lusty herte freisshe and grene 1173

Sey 30U a song* to glade 30U I wene

And late vs stynte of* ernestful matiere

herkne]) my song* J?at* seij) in Jjis manere 1 176

IT lenvoye de Chaucere

% Grisild is deed and eek* hir pacience

And bojje at* oones buryed in ytayle

Wher fore I crye in open audience 1 179

JSTo wedded man be hardy to assayle /

his wyues pacience in hope to fynde /

Grisildis for in certes he schal fayle / 1182
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noble wyues ful of* heih. prudence

lilt* non liumilite ^oure tonge nayle /

"Ne lat* no clert liane cause or diligence 1185

To write of* 30U a story of* sucli meruayle

As Grisildis pacient^ and kynde

lest* chychevaclie 30W swolwe in hire entrayle 1188

iFolwe]} herto and lioldejj no scilence [« leafouf]

[but euere answeritli / in the contir-taille ^^^j'^^o'.?^^*^'
^•

beth nat bidaffid / for youre innocence 1191

but sharply take on yow / the gouernaille

enpoynteth wel this lessouTz / in youre mynde

for comune profit / sith hit may availle 1194

And ye Archiwivis / stondith at defence

syn ye be stronge / as is a grete Camaille

ne suffrith not / that men do yow offence 1197

and slender wivis / as feble in bataille

beith egre as a Tigre / bi-yende the se fer in ynde

ay clappith as a myUe / I yow consaille 1 200

iN'e dredith hem nought doith hem no reuerence

for though thyn housbond armed be / in maille

the wordis of thi crabbed eloquence 1203

shal persshe his breste / and eke his auentaille

in gelousie I rede eke / thow him bynde

and thow shalt make him covclie / as a quaille 1206

Yf thow be feyre / there folk ben in p?'esence

shewe thow thi visage / and thin apparaille

yf thow be foule / be fre of thi dispence 1209

to gete the frendis / ay do thi travaille

be euer of chere as light / as leff on lynde

and lete him care * wepe / wrynge and waille 1212

Here endith the Gierke of Oxonford

his tale / ]
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[and next folwitli his tale of lanuare and I^Iay.
y^^| ^^^-^

"liilom tlier was dwellyng / in Lumbardye

a wortM knyght / that borne was in Pavie

in which he Hved / in grete prosperite

and sexti yere / a wiffles man was he 1248

and folwed ay / his bodyly delite

on women / there as was his appetite

as don these foolis / that ben seculere

and whan he was passed sexti yere 1252

were hit for holynes / or for dotage

I can not sey / but suche a grete corage

had this knyght / to be a wedded man

that day a?id night / he doth al that he can 1256

to espien where he myghte / wedded be

prayng oure lord / grannte him that he

myghte onys knowe / of that blisfiil liff

that is bitwixe an housbonde / a7id his wiif 1260

and for to live / vnder that holy bonde

with which first / god man and woman bonde

noon other liff seide he / is worthe a bene

for wedlok is so esy / cmd so clene 1264

that in this world / hit is a p«?'adise

thus seide this olde knyght / that was so wise

and certeynly / as soth as god is kjmge

to take a wiff / hit is a glorious thinge 1268

and namely whan a man is olde / a?id hore

than is a wiff the frncte / of his tresore

than shulde he take a yonge wiff / and a feyre [.leafub, back]

on which he myghte / engender him an hep'e 1272

CORPUS 321 (6-t. 443) [this page, Arcli. Seld. B, 14]



six-Ti':xT 444
Giiour E. § 4. MERCHAxXT'a TALE. Coipus MS.

and leJe his liff in ioye / and in solas [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14]

where that these bachelers / synge alas

whan that thei fjnden / any adiie/'site

in love / which n^'s but childis A^anyte 1276.

and trewely hit sit wel / to be so

that bachelers han ofte peyne and wo

on brotil gronde tliei bilde / and brotilnes

they fynden / whan thci wenyn sikernes 128Q

thei live but as a brid / or as a beste

in liberte / and vnder noon a-reste

there as a wedded man / in his estate

livith a liff blisful / and ordynate 1284;

vnder the yoke of mariage I-bounde

wel may his herte / in ioye and blis habounde

for who can be so l)oxom / as a wiff

who is so trewe / and eke so ententiff 1288!

to kepe him sike and hole / as his make

for wel or wo / she wol him not forsake

she is not wery / him to loue and serue

thouf:jh that he lye bedred / til he stervel ^^^ Arch. Seid. b. h
<~>

' ^ I J extract eiida]

And 3it^ some clerkes seyn it* nys nou3t so [Corpus MS, leaf 145]

Of* which Theoffraste / is on of* po

What* fors ])ei^ theofraste luste lye

Ne take no wijf* c^uod he for husbandrye 1296

As for to spare in housholde ])in dispence

A trewe serua?fnt dof more diligence

])j good to kepe jjan ]}in owen wijf*

fibr sche wol clayme half* part* al hire lijf^ 1300

And if* ]?at* ])ou be seek* so god me saue

]?y verray frendes o]?er a trewe knaue

Wol kepe ]?e bet* ]jan sche ]}at* waytejj ay
^

After j)j good and ha]} don many a day 1304.

[and if thow take a wiff / in thin age oolde
,

fful lightly maist thow be a Cokewoolde] [MS Arch, Seid. B. 14]

To f)is entente and an C sijjes wurse 1307-

[writeth this man / there / god his bonys cors] i^l^ ^•=^-
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But^ tak^ no kepe of^ alle such vau^^te

Defye theofrast^ and herkne me

A wyff is goddes 3ifte verrayly

Alle ojjer maner 3iftes hardily 1312

As landes rentes pasture or comune

0]>er o]:er 3iftes J>at* moebles of fortune

Jjat' passen as a schadewe on a waH

But* drede nought if pleynly speke I schaH 1316

A wyf wil laste and in ])in hous endure

"Wei lenger Jian Jje luste to endure

niariage is a ful gret^ sacrament

he which ha
J)
no wijf I holde him schent 1320

he lyue]? helples and is al desolaf

I speke of folk in seculer estate

And herkne why I say nou3t' ])is for nou3f

Jm wo??zman is for mannes helj) y-wrou3t 1324

Jje hihe god when he hadde adam maked

And sawe him allone bely naked

God of his grete goodnesse sayde he jjanne

lete vs now make an helpe to pis manne 1328

ylike to himself and J?en he made Eue

here may 3e se and here-hy 3e preue

That* wijf is mannes helpe and his comfort^

his paradis terreste and his disport^ [leaf iis, back] 1332

So buxom and so ve?*tuous is sche

Jjey mosten needes lyue in vnite

Of fleisshe J?ei ben and fleisch as I gesse

nou3f but^ on herte in wele and in distresse 1336

A wyf f A seinte mary benedicite

how might* a man han any aduersite

pat hap a wyf certes I can nou3f say

pe blisse paf is bitwexe hem tway 1310

per may no tonge telle or herte pynke

If he be pore sche helpep him to swynke

Scho keepip his good and wastep neuer a del

And al pat* hire housband lust hir likep wel 1344
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Sclie sai]? noii3t* ones nay whan lie sai]? ^e

Do j^is sai]) he al redy sire sey]? sche

blisful ordre wedlot precious

J30U art^ so mery and eeb so vertuoiis 1348

And so coniended and aproued eke

Tliat^ Querj man fat^ halt/ him wor]) a leek*

vpon his bare knees aught^ al his lijf*

Jjanken his god ]?af him hajj sent^ a wyf* 1352

0]?er preyed god him for to sende

A wijf* to laste vnto his lyues ende

fFor jjanne his lijf* is sett* in sikernesse

he may nou3t^ be desceyued as I gesse 1356

So j^at* he werche after his wyues reed

])anne may he boldely beren vp his heed

jjey ben so trewe and so wys

ffor which if'' ])0U wolt' worchen as ]?e wyse 136Q

Do alway so as jje wo??zman wol ]}e rede

lo how Jjat' Jacob as ]?ise clerkes rede

By good counseil of-' his moder rebekke

Band ])e kydes skyn abouten his nekke 1364

ffor which his fadres benyson he wan

lo ludith as Jje story eek' telle can

By wys counseil sche goddes poeple kept©

And slough him Olojihinus whiles he slepte [leafuej 1368

Lo how Abygayle by good counseil how jjat' sche

Saued hire housbonde ^abal whan Jjat' he

Schulde han be slayn and loke after also

By good counseil delyuered out' of wo 1372'

Tlie poeple of' god and made him mardoche

Of* Assuer enchaunced for to be

Ther is no jjing* gree supevlatiff

As seij? Senek* aboue an humble wyf* 1376

Suffre ]3yn wyues tonge as Catoun byf

Sche schal comaunde and ])ou schalf suffre yt*

And ^if sche wolde obeye of curtesye

A wyf is kepere of ))in housbondrye 1380
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Wei may ])e seeke man Lewayle and wepe /

Ther as ]jer nys no wijf* ]>& lious to keepe

I warne Jje if^ wysly jjou wiltf^ wirche

loue wel Ipj wyf as crist^ louejj his cliirclie 1384

If^ J30U loue j)j self* ])ou louest* py wyf*

Ko man hate]? his fiesch but* in his lyf^

he fostre]} it/ and Jjerfore byd 1 pe

Cherissche ))y wijf' or jjou schalt* neuer j>e 1388

housbond & ^vijf^ what^ so men lape or pleye

Of* worldly foU^ holde ]je righte weye

J)ey ben so knyt* ])er may non harm betyde

And.namely vpon Ipe wyues syde 1392

fibr which Jjis lannarye of* which I tolde

Considerejj ha]) in wi]) his dayes olde

])e lusty ])e vertuous quyete

])at* is in mariage hony swete 1396

And for his frendes on a day sent^

To telle hem jjeffect* of* his entent

Wi]) face sadde he haj? hem j?is tale tolde

he sayde frendes I am hoor and olde 1400

And almost* god wot* at* my pittis brinke

vpon my sowle somwhat* most* I Jjinke

I haue my body folyly dispended

y-blessed be god ])at* it schal ben amended [leaf ue, back] 1404

iFor I wol be certein a wedded man
And ])at* in alle pe haste ]jat* I can

vnto som mayde fayr and tendre of* age

I p?'ay you schape]) for my mariage 1408

Al sodeinly for I wol nou^t* abyde

And I wole fonde asjDye on my syde

To whom I may be wedded hastely

But* for as moche ]?at* 36 ben mo pen I 1412

3e schullen ra])er such a ])ing* asjDyen

))an I and wher me iuste best* allyen

But* jjing* warne I 30U my frendes deere

I wol non old wyf* haue in no manere / 1416
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She sclial nou3t^ passe xvj ^er certayn

Old fleissh and ^oiig^ fleissH j^af wolde I han M fajn

BeV is qifod he a pyb jjan a pykrelle

And bet' ))an olde beef' is jje tendre feelle 1420

I wol no wo??im.an xx*^ 3er of age

If nys buf benestra^y and gref forage

And eek* jjis olde wydewes god if woof

jjey konne so nioclie craff on wades boof 1424

So niochil broken harme whan ])af hem liste

])af wi]) hem schulde I nener lyuen in reste

ffor sondry scoles make]) subtile clerkys

WojTzmen of* many a scole half* a clerk* is 1428

Buf certeinly a 3ong fiing* may me gye

Righf as men may warm wax wi]? handes to-plye

]5erfore I sey 30W pleinly in a clause

I wol non old wijf haue for ])is cause 1432

ffor if* so were if"* I hadde so myschaunce

Thaf I in hire ne couJ?e han • no plesaunce

jjenne scholde I lede my lijf* in aduoutrye

And so streyf to ]?e deuyl whan I dye 1436

l^e children schulde I non vpon liire geten

3if were me leuer houndes hadde^ me eten

])an ])af myn heritage scholde falle

In straunge hande and ])us I telle 30U alle [ieafi47i 1440

I dowte noughf I wof ]>e cause why

men schulde wedde and for]?e/-more wof I

]3er speke]) many men of^ mariage

]jaf wof nomore of hif ]?en wof my page 1444

ffor whiche causes men schulde take a wyf

If he may nof chaste be by his lijf

Tak^ him a wijf wi]) gref deuocioun

By cause of leofful procreacion 1448

Of children to ])e honou?' of god aboue

And noughf only for paramoz/r and for loue

And for ])ei schulden leccherie escliue

And 3elde here dette whil faf if is newe 1452
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Or for ])af ilke man scliulde lielpe o])er

In meschief* as a soster schal do a hrojper

And lyue in chastite ful lieuenly

3ut* sires by 3onr leue Jjat* am not* I 1456

ffor [god] be ]?anked I dar make auaunt^

I feele my lemes starke and suffisaunt*

To don al Jjaf a man bilonge]? to do

I wof my seluen best^ wbat^ I may do 1460

bongb. I be boor and fare / as dojj a tree

bat* blosmetb er jjat* fruyt* y-waxe be

A blossemed tree nys ney])er druye ne deed

I feele me no wlier boor but^ on myn beed 1464

Myn berte and my?z lymes ben as greene

As laurere )?at* pnrgb. ])e -^ei is seene

And sejjenes ^e ban berd al myn entent

I pray 30U to my wille j>eiV ^e assent* 1468

Dyuerse men dyue?'sely bim tolde

Of* mariages many ensamples olde

Some blamed it* some preysed it* certein

But* atte laste scbortly for to seyn 1472

As alday falle]? altercacion

Bitwixe frendes in disputacion

jjer fel a stryf* betwixe bis hre'pereii tuo

Of* wbicb J?at on was cleped Placebo [leant?, back] 1476

Placebo seyde lanuare broj^er

To 30U telle I Jjis tale and to non o])er

fful btel need badde ^q my lord so deere /

Counseil to aske of* any Jjat* is beere 1480

But* jjat* 3e be on so ful of* sapience

])at* 30U ne like]? for 3our beigb prudence

To weyue fro )je word of* Salomon

Tbis word sayde be vnto vs eu6?ycbon 1484

Wirke alle ])ing* by counseil Jjus seyde be

And J?anne scbalt* ]jou nou3t* repente j>G

But* J)ougb. ]?at* Salomon speke sucb a word

myn owen deere brotber and my lord 1488
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So wisly god my soule bringe at^ reste

I lialde 30ure owne counseil for ))e beste

ffor broJ)er myn of* me take jjis motyf^

I haue now ben a court* man al my lyf* 1492

And 3it* god wof poiigli I vmvorjjy be

I liaue standen in ful gret* degre

Abouten lordes in ful gret* estate

^it* liadde I neuer wij) non of* liem debate 1496

I neuer hem contraried trewely

I wot* wel ]jat* my lord can more ]?an I

What* jjat* he saijj I halde it* ferme & stable

I saye Jje same or ojjer |jing* semblable 1500

A ful gret* fool is eny counseilour

])at* seruejj eny lord of* heih honour

paV dar p?^esume or ones jjenken it/

Jjat* his counseil schulde passe his lordes witt 1504

!Nay lordes ben no fooles by my fay

^e haue 3oure self^ spoken here to day

So heih sentence so holy and so wel

That* I consente and conferme euery del 1508

30ure wordes alle and 3oure opynioun

By god jjer nys no man in al J)is toun)

Ne in ytaille coujje bet* han sayd

Crist* halde
J)
him of^ ]?is ful wel a-payd [leafus] 1512

And trewely if is an heih corage

Of* eny man ]?at* stopen is in age

To take a 3ong* wyf* by my fader kyn

3oure herte hange]? vpon a loly pyn 1516

Do]? now in jjis matier right* as 30U leste

ffor fynally I halde it* for ])e beste

IF lustynus ]?at* ay stille sat* and herde

he right* on Jiis wise to Placebo answerde 1520

]!^ow bro]?e?' myn be pacient* I preye

Si])enes 3e han sayd and herknej) what* I seye

Senelc* amonges oj^er wordes wyse

Seijj jjat* a man him oughte right* wel auyse 1524
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To whom lie 3euy]) his lond ojjer his catel

And sej?enes I aught/ auyse me right^ wel

To whom I ^iue my good awey fro me

"Wel more I au3te to au^se me 1528

To whom I ^iue my body for alwey

I warne 30U wel it^ nys no childes pley

To take a wijf^ wij^oute auysement^

Men moste enquere jjis is myn assent^ 1532

Whejjer she be wys or sobre or drunkelewe

0])er proude o])er olpei'WQj a schrewe

A chydester or a wastour of Jjy
good

0])ir riche or pore or of^ maneres wood 1536

Al be it^ so jjat^ no man fynde schal

l^one in ])is worlde ]?at^ trotti]) hool in al

Ne man ne beeste suche as men conne deuyse

But* najjeles it au^t* ynongh suffise 1540

Wij7 any wijf* if* jjat* so were sche hadde

mo goode }?ewes j^an hire vices badde

And al j^is aske]) leiser for to enquere /

Ifor god it* woot* I haue wepte many a teere .1544

fful priuyl}' si) ]?at* I hadde a wyf*

Preyse who so wole a wedded mannes lijf*

Certayn I fynde in hit* but coste and care

And obse^Tiaunces of* alle blisses bare [leafiis, barkj

And 3it* god wot* my neygheburs aboute

.

And namely of* wo//anen many a rowte

Sayn jjat* I haue ])e moste stedefast* wijf*

And eek* jje meekest* oon j^at* berej? lijf* 1552

But* I Avot* best* wher wrynge]? me my scho

36 may for me rights as 30U like]) do

Auyse]) 30U 3e ben a man of* age

how ))at* 36 entren in to mariage 1556

And namely wi]) a 3ong* wijf* and a fayr

By him fiat* made water er])e and ayr

))e 3ongest man ])at* is in al ])i3 route

Is besy ynough to bringen it* aboute 1560
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To han his wijf< allone truste]? to me

30 schulle nou3f plesen liire oonly ^eres fire

J?is is to seyn to don hire j^lesawnce

A wijf^ axe]? ful many an obseruaunce 1504

I pray ^ou Jjaf ^e ne ben euyl payed

AVel ciuod ]jis lanuare and hast' Ipou al sayd

Straw for jjyn Senet and for ])y prouerbis

I counte nought' a paner ful of* lierbes 1568

Of' scole termes wiser men ]?an jjou

And ])ou hasf herde assenteden riglif now /

To my purpos Placebo what^ say ^o

I say it is a cursed man quod he 1572

]jaf lettejj matrimonye sikerly

And wiJ7 IpsiV word ftay rysen sodeinly

And ben assented fully ]?af he scholde

Be weddid whan him luste and whan he wolde 1576

jje fantasye and ]je besy curiousnesse

ffro day to day gan in jje soule impresse
/

Of' lanuare aboute his mariage /

many fayr schapp and many fayr visage
/ 1580

]jer passe]) Jjorgh his herte nighf be night

As whos tooli^ a myrour polisshed briglif

And sette if in a comune market* place

Jienne scholde he se many a figure pace [leaf 149] 1584

By his myrour and in ])& same wise

Gan lanuan? in wi]j his ]70U3f deuyse

Of' maydenes whiche fiaf dwelte besyde

he wiste noughf wher he mighf abyde 1588

ffor ])0U3 ])af oon ha]? beaute in hire face /

Anojjer stanf so in ]?e poeples grace /

ffor hire sadnes and hire benignite

]}af of* ])e poeple grettesf voys hadde sche 1592

And some were riche and hadde badde name

buf na]7eles bitwixe ernesf and game

he atte laste appoynted him on 0011)

And leef alle o])er fro his herte gon 1596
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And dies liir of^ his owen auctorite

ffor loue is blynd alday and may not* se

And whan j^at* he was in ])e bed y-bronght*

he purtreyed in his herte and in his ]}oiight* IGOO

hire freisshe beaute / and hir age tender

hire myddel smal and hir armes long* and sklender

hire wise gouernaunce and hire grete gentihies

hir wommanly berynge and hire sadnes 1604

And whan J^at* he was fro hire condescended

him ])0U3te his Ipow^V might* non3t* ben amended

ifor whan jjat* he himself* concluded hadde

him J)0U3t* euer ojjer mannes witte so badde 1608

jjat* inpossible it were to replye

a3ein his choys ])is was his fantasye

his frendes sent* he to at* his instance

And preyed hem to don him ])at* plesaunce 1612

])at* hastely Ipej wolden don him come /

he wolde abregge here labour alle and some

E'eede)) nomore for him to goon or ryde

he was apoynted jjer he wolde abyde 1616

Placebo cam and eek* his freendes sone

And al])er first* he bad hem alle a bone

])at* non of* hem non argumentes make

A3eins ])e purpos wliich ]jat* he ha]} take [leaf 149, back]

Which purpos was plesaunt/ to god sayde he

And verra}'' ground of* his prospe7'ite

he sayde j^er was a mayden in ]?e toun

Which J?at* of* beaute hadde gret* renoun 1624

Al were it* so sche were of* smal degre

Suffice]? him hire 30u]?e and hire beaute

Which mayde he seyde schulde ben his wiff*

To lede in ese and holynesse his lijf* 1628

And Jjanked god Jjat* he might* han hire al

pat* no wight* wi]) his blisse parten schal

And preyed hem to laboure in ]jis neede /

And schaped, ])at* he fayled not* to spede 1632
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£for Jianne he seyde his spirit* was at* eese

Jien is quod he no j^ing* may nie clisplese /

Saue ))iiig* prikej? in my conscience

J)e which I wol reherse in ^onre presence /
1636

I haue quod he herd seyd ful 3ore ago

jjer may no man han parfyt* blisses tuo

jjis is to say in erjje and eek* in heuene

{for ]jey he kepte him fro ]je synnes seuene 1G40

And eek* for euery braunche of* Jjilke tre

3it* is }?er so parfit* p?-osp€rite

And so gret* ese and lust* in mariage

pat"* euer I am agast* now in myn age 1644

Jjat* I schal lede now so mery a lijf*

[so delicate withouten wo / or striff ^^E^pVcw.]*'
that I shal haue myn heuen / in erthe] heere

ffor sijjenes Jjat verray heuene is bought* so dcf^^e 1648

Wij) tribulacioii and gret* penaunce

how scholde I lyue in such plesaunce

As alle wedded men doj? wip here wyues /

Come to Jje blisse per crist* eterne on lyue is 1652

pis is my drede and 3 it* myn brepe?'en tweye

Assoyllep me pis question I 30U preye

lustynus which pat* hated his folye

Answeryng* anon ri3t* in his lapere 1656

And for he wolde his longe tale abregge

he wolde non auctorite alegge [leaf loO]

But* seyde sire so per be non obstacle

Oper pan pis god of"* his heih miracle 1660

And of* his mercy may so for 30U wirche

pat* er 3e han 30ur 3iftes of holy chirche

3e may repente of* wedded mannes lijf*

In which ye sayn per is neiper woo ne strijf* 1664

And elles god forbede but* if* he sente

A wedded man grace to repente

Wei often raper pan a sengil man

And perfore sire pe beste reed I can 1668
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Dispeyrej? 30U 110113!;^ liauejj in memory

P<2rauiiter sche may be 30111* purgatory

Sche may be goddes mene and goddes wliippe

])an schal 3our soule vp to heuene sldppe 1672

Swifter j?an dojj an arwe oiit^ of< a bowe

I hope to god ber-after scbalt^ ])ou knowe

])af jjer nys iion so gret* felicite

In mariage ne neuer more scbal be 1676

ydV 3011 scbal lakke of* 3our saluacioii

So pa,f 3e vse as skile is and resoun

pe lustes of* 3our wijf^ attemperelly

And ])'df 36 plese bir nou3t* to amerously 1680

And ))at* 30 kepe 30U eek* fro o])er synne /

Myn tale is doon for my witte is ]?inne

Be]? nou3t^ agast* bere-of* my brojjer

But* let* vs wade fro ]?is mater to ano])er 1684

jje wijf* of* Batbe if* 36 ban vnderstonde

Of* mariage wbicb 3e ban on bonde

Declared bajj fiil wel in litel space

ffare)) now wel god baue 30U in bis gr«ce 1688
And wijj ])is word |)is lustyne and bis hioper

ban take bere leue and ilke of* bem of* opev

ffor wban jjey sawe it* moste needes be

pej wrou3ten so by wys and sleigb trete 1692
paf scbe ]}is mayden wbicb ))at* mayus bigbt*

As bastely as euer paV scbe migbt* [leaf 150, back]

Scbal wedded be vnto lanuarie
/

It* trowe it* were to long* 30U to tarie 1696
If* I 30U tolde of* euery scryt* or band

By wbicb jjat* scbe was feffed in bis land

Opev for to berken of* bire ricbe aray

But fynally y-comen is )?is day 1 700

Tbat to pQ cbircbe bo])e ben pej went*

ffor to resceyue ]?e boly sacrament

ffor)3 com]? ]?e prest* Avi]? stole aboute bis nekke /

And bad bire be ylike Sarra and Eebekke 1704
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Ill wisdom and troujje of* manage

And sayde his orisouus as is his vsage

And crouched hem and bad god schulde hem blesse

And made al siker ynough with holynesse / 1708

jjus ben jjey weddid with solempnite

And atte feste sittejj he and sche

Wi]3 oJ3er worjiy follv* vpon jje deys

Al ful of ioye and blisse is ]?e paleys 1712

And ful of^ instrumentz and of^ vitayle

])e moste deyntevous of* alle ytayle *

Eyforn hem of* instrumentz which a soun

That* Orpheus ne of* Phebes ampheoun 1716

ISTe maden neuer such a melodye

And at euery cours cam lowde menstralcie

J)at* neuer loab trumped for to heere /

^Neijjer Theodomas 3it^ half* so cleere 1720

And Thebes whan jje cite was in doute /

Bacus ]?e wyn hem schenke]) al aboute

And veiius lawhejj vpon euery wight*

ffor lanuarye was bycome here knight 1724

And wolde bo]:e assayen his corage

In liberte and eek* in niariage

And wi]) hir fyr brond wi]) hire hand aboute

Daunsijj byforn ]?e bryde al aboute 1728

And certeynly I dar wel seyn ri3t* jjis

Emyneus ])at* god of* weddyng^ is [leaf isii

Sawe neuer in his lijf* so mery a wedded man)

halde jjou jjy pes ]jou poete Marcean 1732

fat* writest* vs fiat* ilke weddyng* mery

Of* hire phylologie and of* mercurye

And of* fie sanges fiat* fie muses song*

So smale as eek* jjin penne and eelt* fiy tong* 1736

ffor to discryuen of* fiis mariage

"When tendre 30ufie haf) wedded stowpyng* age

fier is such myrfie fiat* it may nou3t* be write

Assaye]? it* 30U self* |?en may 3e wite / 1740

CORPUS 334 (G-T. 4o6)



SIX-TEXT 457
GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Corpus MS.

If ])at^ I lakke or non in pis matere

Mayus paf sitt* wi]) so benigne a cheere

hire to beliolde it* semed fayerye

Qiieene Ester loked neuer wi]) sucli an yhe 1744:

On assuer so meke a loot hap sclie

I may 30U nou3t* deuyse al hire beaute

E.ut* J5us moche of* bir beante telle I may

Jiat* sclie was like pe brigbte morwe of* may 1748

fiullilde of beaute and of* plesaunce

J}is lanuarye is rauysslit* in a trannce

And at* euery tyme be loked on hire face
/

But* in his herte he gan hire to manace 1752

J)at* he jjat* night* in armes wolde hir streyne

harder Jjan euyr parys did Eleyne

But* najjeles 3it* had he gret* pite

p'dV Jjilke night* offenden hire moste he 1756

And ])0U3t* alias tender creature

Kow wolde god 3e miglite wel endure

Al my corrage / it* is so scharpe and kene

I am agast* 36 schuUen it* nat* sustene 1760

But* god forbede paV I did al my niyght*

Now wolde god paV iV were Avaxen nyght*

And jjat* pe night* wolde lasten eue-remo

I Avolde jjat* al ]?is poeple were a go 1764

And finally he do]) alle his labour

As he best* mighte sauynge his honoz^r [leaf 151, back]

To hasten hem fro pe mete in subtil wise

pe tyme came paV resoun was to ryse 1768

And after ])at* men daunce and drynke faste

And spices al aboute pe hous pay caste

And ful of* ioye and blisse is euery man

Al but* a squyer paV highte damyan 1772

Which karf* byforn pe knight* many a day

he was so rauysshed on his lady may

That* for pe verray peyne he was ney3 wood

Almost* he swelf and swowned pei he stood 1776
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As paV sclie bare daunsyng< in hir hand

So freisslie sclie was and j^erto so likand [spurious]

And to his bed he went^ him hastily

l^Toniore of^ him at^ jjis tyme speke I 1780

But* jjere I lete him weepe ynough and pleyne

Till freissche may wil rewen on his peyne

IF perilous fyr ]?at^ in ])e bedstraw bredij)

famuler foo ])SiV his seruise beedijj 1784

O se/'uaiit^ traytour fals holy liewe

I-like to ]je neddre sley^ and in Bosom vntrewe

God schilde vs alle fro 30111*6 iniqiiitaiice

O lanuare drunken in plesaunce 1788

mariage see how J)ine Damyan

jjin oughne squyer and pjii borne man

Entendijj to do ])e vylenye

God graunte J)e jjin harmly foo to aspye 1792

tfor in Jjis world nys worse pestylence

Than homly foo alday in
J}y

jDresence

Parfourmed hajj ]?is deiiyn day his art dyurne

No lenger may Jje body of him soioztrne 179G

The Orisowte as in j^at* latitude

Kight^ wi]j his mantel j^at* is so deuk^ & rude

Gan for to sprede Ipe mysj)erye aboute

Ifor which dej^arted is ])& lusty route 1800

ffor lanuare wij) Jjank* on euery syde

home to here houses lustily jjei ryde / [leaf 152]

Jjer as ]pej don here ])inges as hem leste

And whanne ]}ay seye her tyme gon to reste 1804

Sone after ))at* ]?is hastyf* lanuare

Wol go to bedde he wol no lengere care

he drynkejj ypocras clarre and vernage

Of* spices bote to encresen his corage 1808

And many a letuare hadde he ful fyn

Suche as ])e cursed monli:^ daun Constantyn

ha]) writen in his boot of^ coytu

To eten hem alle he nas no j^ing^ eschewe 1812
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Alul pns to his priue freendes seyde he

ffor goddes loue as sone as it may be

let^ Yoyden alle j^is hous in curteys wyse soone 1815

Men drurdven and |)e trauers drowe anone 1817

The bryde was broujt^ to bedde as stille as stoon 1818

So hastede lanuer if moste be doon [sjmrlous]

And whan ]je bed was wd]? Ipe presf y-blessed

Out of* ])G chambre ha]) euery wighf him dressed 1820

And lanuare ha]) fiiste in armes take

his freisscjie may his j)aradys his make

he lulli]) hire he kisse]» hire ful ofte

Wi]) ]5ikke brystles of* his herd vnsofte 182-4

Ylike to ])e skyn of* an houndfissh scharp as brere

ffor he was schaue al newe in his manere

he rubbe]) hire vpon hire tendre face

And sayde pus alias I mot* trespace 1828

To 30U my sj)ouse and 3011 gretly offende

Or tyme come ])at* I wol doiin descende

But* na])eles considere]) ]?is ciuod he

])is nys no werkman what"* so euer he be 1832

])at* may bo])e wirche wel and liasiely

])is wol be don at* leyser jjarhtly

It* is no force how longe ])at* we jdeye

I trowe in wedlok* coupled be we tweye 1836

And y-blessed be J)e 30!^* ])at* ^ve ben Inne

ffor in oure actis we nuiy do no synne / [leaf 152, baekj

A man may do no synne wi]) liis wijf*

Xe hurte himselue wi]) his owene knyf* 1840

Now we han leue to pleye vs by ])e lawe

Thus laboure]) he til ])aV pe day gan dawe

And ])enne he take]) a soppe in fyn clarre

And vpright* in his bedde ])anne sitte]) he / 1844

And after ])at* he sang* ful lowde and cleere

And kissed his wijf* and made wantoun. cheere

he was al coltissch and ful of ragerie

And ful of* Girgoun as is a flekked pye / 1848
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pe slakke skyn aboute his nekke schakej?

Whil Jjat* lie sang^ so chauntejj lie and crake)? /

But^ god wot^ wliat^ may J)0U3te in liire lierte /

Whan sche him saugh vp sittyng< in his scherte 1852

In his night^ cappe and wi]) his nekke lene /

Sche preysej) nou^t^ his pleyiiig^ worj) a bene

]?enne seyde he Jjus my restyng^ wol I take

Kow day is come I may no lenger wake 185G

And doun he leyd his heed and sleep til jDrime

And aftirward whan pat* he saugh his tyme

vp ryse]? lanuare but/ freissche may

holt' hire chambre vnto ]?e ferj^e day 18 GO

As vsage is of* wyues for J?e beste /

ffor euery labour som tyme mot' haue reste

Opei elles longe may he nou^f endure

pis is to say no lyues creature 1864

Be it of fissh or brid or besf or man

Now wol I speke of' woful dauyan

fiaf langurej) for loue as ^e schullen heere

jjerfore I speke to him in |)is manere 1868

I say sely Damyan alias

Answere to jjis demaunde as in |?is cas

how schalf j)Ou J)y lady freisshe may

Telle jjy wo sche wole alway say nay 1872

Eke if ])0U speke sche wole py wo bewreye

God be ]?in helpe I can no bettre seye .• Oeaf 153]

J?is sike damyan in venus fyre

So brennej) jjaf he deyej) for desire 1876

ffor which he putte his liff/ in aduenture

'No lenger mighf he in |)is wise endure

Buf priuyly a penner gan he borwe

And in a le^^re wrof he alk his sorwe 1880

In maner of a complaynf o])er a lay

vnto J?is fair and freissche lady may

And in a purs of sillv* lieng' on his scherte

he hap y-puf and leyd it/ at his herte/ 1884
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])& more IpaV at^ noon was pilke day

That^ lanuare hajj wedded jjat' freissclie may
In tiio of' Taure was in J7e Cancre Gliden

So longe ha]j sclie in hii-e chambre abyden 1888

As costume is vnto Jjise noblis alle

A bryde scbal nou3t^ eten in pe halle

Til dayes foure ojjer Jjre dayes atte leste

y-passed ben J?en lat' hire go to feste 1892

]7e ferfie day complef froo noon to noon

"\A^ian ]?at* jje bilie masse was y-doon

In balle sitt* )}is lanuare and may
As freissH as is ])e brigbte someres day 1896

And so bifelle how Jjat' jiis goode man
Eemembrej) him vpon ])is damyan

And sayde seinte mary how may jjis be

That^ Damyan entendi]) nou3t^ to me . 1900

Is he ay sike or how may |}is betyde

his squyers whiche ]pa.t^ stooden him besyde

Excusynge iiim be cause of* his seknesse

"Which letted him to don his busynesse 1904

Kon o}ier cause mighte make him care

That^ me for]?inke]j (j[uod j?is lanuare

he is a gentil squyer by my trou]?e /

If* jjat' he deyde it were harm and roujje 1908

he is as wys discrete and secre

As eny man I wot^ of his degre peaf 153, back]

And jjerto manly and eek* seruisable

And for to ben a jjrifty man right^ able 1912

But* after mete as sone as euer I may

I wole my self* visite him and eek^ may

To don him al ]je confort* jjat^ I can

And for ))at< word him blessed euery man 1916

That* of* his bounte and of* his gentilnesse

He wolde so conforten him in his siknesse

His squyer for it* was a gentil dede

Dame quod he j}is lanuar take good hede 1920
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Tliaf af after mete ^e wijj 3our wo??imen alle

Whan ^e han ben in chambre out^ of* pis lialle

Tbat^ alle ^e gon to se j^is Damyan

Do]) him disport* he is a gentil man 1924

And telle]) him pat I wil him visite

haue I no ping^ but rested me a lite

[and spede yow faste / for I wol abide

til that ye slepe / right bi my side] [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14]

'Now wip pat* worde he gan to him calle

A squyer ]?at* was marschal of his halle

And tolde him certeyn fiinges what* he wolde

This freisshe may ha]) streyt* hir weye holde 1932

Wip alle hire wommen vnto J)is damyan

Doun by his beddes syde sat* sche ])an

Confortyng* him as goodly as sche may

This damyan whan he his tyme say 1936

In secret* wise his purs and eek* his bille

In which paV he writen hadde his wille

ha]) putte in to liire bond wi]jouten more

Saue ])at* he siked wonder sore 1940

And softely to hire right ])us sayde he

mercy and fat* ^e discouere]) nou3t* me

ffor I am ded if* fat* ])is fing* be kyd

This purs ha]? sche wifinne hir bosme hid 1944

And went* hir way 30 gete nomore of^ me

But* vnto lanure y-comen is sche

And on his beddes syde sitte ful softe

He take]) hire and kissef hire ful ofte [lea 154] 1948

And leyde him doun to slepe and paf anon

Sche feyned hire as fat* sche moste gon

fer as ^e woot* ])at* euery wight^ mot* neede

And when sche of* fis bille ha]) taken heede 1952

Sche rent* it al to cloutes at* pe laste

And in pQ pryue softely sche it caste

"Who studiej) now but* fayre freissche may

And a doun by lanuer sche lay 195G
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That' sleep til ])at^ jje coughe liim liaj? aAvaked

Anon he preyed hir to strepen hire al naked

he wolde of* hire he sayde of* hire hane som plesaunce

he seyde hire clojjes dide him encombraunce 19 GO

And sche obeyej) be he leef* or lo]j

But* lest* Jjat* precious folk* be wij? me TvroJ?

how ))at* he wrou3te'I dar to 30U nou3t* telle

0]?er whether ]?at* he Jiou^t on paradys ojjcr of"* helle 1904

But* I lete hem worchen in here wise

Til euesong* rynge and }jat* ]jey moste aryse /

"Were it* by destyne ojjir by auenture

"Were it* by influence or by nature 19G8

Ojjer in constillacwn Jjat* in such estat

The heuene stood jjat* tyme fortunat

AVas for to putte a bille of* venus werkis

ffor alle ))ing* ha]) t}Tne as seyn Jjise clerkis 197?

To any wo??mian for to gete hir loue

I can nou3t* say but ])e grete god aboue

J>at* knowe]) ])at* non acte is causeles

he deme]) of* alle for I wol holde my pes 197G

But* so)) is ))is how J)at* ])is freissche may

haj) take such imp?*ession jjat* day

On pite of* jjis sike Damyan

pat* fro hir herte sche ne dryue can 19S0

])e remembrance for to don him eese

Certain J)0U3t* sche whom Ji^at* J)is ))ing* displese

I rekke nou3t* for here I him assure

To loue him best* of* eny creature / [leaf 154, ba k] 1984

J)ough he na more nadde fan his scherte

lo pite renne]) sone in gentil herte

Her may 30 se how excellent* franchise

In wo?72men is whan J)ey narwe hem auyse 1988

Som tyrant* per is as per ben many oon

pat* hap an herte as hard as eny stoon

"Which wolde han lete him steruen in pe place

"Wei raper pan haue graunted him pat* grace 1992
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And hern reioysen in here cruel pryde

And recclied non3t^ to ben an homicide

IT This gentil may fulfild of< alle pite

Rights so of^ hire hond a le^^^e made sche 19^6

In which sche graunielp him of^ hire ven^ay grace

per lacke]) nou3t' oonly bnt' day and space

"Wher Jjaf sche mighte to his lust^ suffise

ffor it^ schal he right^ as he wol deuyse 2000

And whan sche sangh hire tyme vpon a day

To visite pis damyan goj? faire may

And sotilly pis le^fre doun sche priste

vnder his pilwe rede iff^ him liste 2004

Sche takep him by pe hond and harde him twistc

So secrely pat^ no wight< hit^ wiste

And bad him be al hool and forp sche wente

To lanuare whan pat^ he for hire sente

vp rysep Damyan) pe nexte morwe

Al passed was his siknesse and his sorwe

he kembip him and proynep him and pikep

he dop al pat^ pis lady lust and likep 2012

And ek to lanuare he gop as lowe

As euer did a dogge for pe bowe

he is so plesaunt^ vnto euery man

ffor craft^ is al who so pat^ it can 2016

pat^ euery wight^ is fayn to teche him good

And fully in his lady grace he stood

pus lete I Damyan aboute his neede

And my tale forp I wil procede [leafiss] 2020

Some clerkes halden paf felicite i

Stant* in delite and pe?-fore he

This noble lanuare wip alle his might

In honeste wise as longep to a knight- 2024

Schop him to lyue ful deliciously

his housynge his array al honestely

To his degre was maked as a kinges

Among' opir of- hiB honeste pinges 2028
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lie liadde a gardyn walled al wij) stoou

So fair a gardyn wot'- 1 nowher noon

ffor out' of' doute I verrayly suppose

jjaf lie ])ixV wroof ])e romance of' J^e rose 2032

Ke cou]}e of' if J^e beaiite wel deiiyse

ne pryapns ne mighte naf suffise

)jou3 lie be god of* gardyns for to telle

The beaute of ])e gardyn and of' jje welle 2036

)iaf stood vnder a laurer alway greene

fful often tyme king' Pluto and liis queene

Preserpyna and alle hire fayerie

Disporten hem and maken melodye 20-10

aboute J)af welle and daunced as men tolde

]?is noble knighf jjis lanuare ])e olde

Suche deynte ha]) in if to walken and to pleye

))af he wol sufFre no wighf to here jje keye 2044

Saue he himself or of pe smale wikef

he bar alwey of siluer a clykef

"\Yi]) ])Q whiche whan J?af him lusf vnschette

And whan j^af he wolde paye his wijf his dette 2048

In somer seson ])ider wolde he go

And may his wijf and no wighf buf |)ay tuo

A ])inges whiche jjaf were iiou3f don a bedde

})ey in ]pQ gardyn parformed han and spedde 2052

And in Jiis wise many a mery day

lyuede ]?is lanuare and freissche may

Buf worldly ioye may nou^f alwey endure

To lanuare ne to no worldly creature [leaf 155, back] 2056

sodeyn happ ])ou fortune vnstable /

I-like to ])Q scorpion vnstable /

Tliaf flateresf wi]) ])in heed whan ])ou wolf siynge

Thyn tayl is de]) jjoru^ pin enuenemynge 2060

brutel ioye swete poysoii queynte

mustier Jjaf sotilly cansf peynte

|)ine 3iftes vnder jje hewe of stedefastnesse

])af ]?ou disceyuedesf bo])e more and lesse 206-4
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Why hast* Jjou lanuare Jjus deceyued

And haddist^ him "for Ipi fiille frend receyued

And now J)Ou hast^ byraft^ him bojje liis eyen

fFor sorwe of' which desire]) he to deyen 2068

Alias ])is noble lanuare jjat' is so fre

Amydde his lust* and his pvosperite

Is woxen blynde and al sodeynly

his dej) j^erfore desire]) he oiitrely 2072

And per wi]) al ])e fyr of lelousye

leste ])at* his wijf schulde falle in som folye

So brent* his herte ])at* he wolde fayn

That* som man bo])e hire and him hadde slayn 2076

iFor neiier [after] his de]> ne in his lyf

Ne wolde he ])at* sche were loue ne wyf

But euer lyue as a wydewe in clo])es blako

Soule as Ipe turtil do]? Ipaf ha]) lost* hire make / 2080

But* at* ])e laste after a mon])e or tweye

his sorwe gan to swage so]> to seye

ffor when he wiste it/ may non olpev be

he paciently took* his aduersite 2084

Saf* out* of doute may he nou^t* forgon

])at* he nas lelous euermore in oon

Which lelousie it* was so outrageous

fat* nei])er in halle ne in non opev hous 2088

he nolde sufFre hire for to ryde ne go

I^e in non o])er place neuer ])e mo

But* if ]?at* he hadde hond on hire alway

Ifor which ful ofte wepe]) freisshe may [leaf i56] 2092

That* loue]) Damyan so benignely

|)at* sche moot* eyj}er deye sodeinly

Or elles sche mote han him at* hire leste

sche wayte]) whan hir herte wolde toberste 2096

vpon ])at* o])er syde Damyan

Bycomen is J)e sorwfulleste man

f)at* euere was for neiper night* nor day

Ne might* he speke a word to freisshe may 2100
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As to his purpos of* no such matiere /

But* if* jjaf lanuarie most* it^ here /

Jpsif hadde oon houd 021 hir euer mo

And najjeles by wrytyng* to and fro 2104

And pryue signes wist* he what* sche ment/

And sche knew of* |?e signe of* his entent

lanuarie what* niighte ]je afFayle /

J)OU mightest* see as fer as schij)pes sayle 21 OS

ffor a[s] good is a blynd disceyued be

As to be deceyued whan a man may se

Lo argus which J)at* hadde an C. eyen

ffor al jjat* euer he cou]?e poure or prien 2112

^it* was he blent* and god wot* so ben mo

])at* wenyn wisly jjat it nys nat* so

Passe ouer is an ese and say nomore

This freissche may of* which I spak* of* yore 2118

Id warm wax ha]? emprynted J)is cliket*

])at lanuarye bar of* J?is smale wyket*

By which vnto his gardyn ofte he wente

And Damyan ])at knew hire entente 2120

})e clyket* countrefeted priuily

Ther nys no more to say but hastyly

Som wonder by his cliket* schal betyde /

"Which 3e schuUen heere if* 36 woln abyde 2124

noble O^'yde so]? saist* ]?ou god wot

What* sleight* is it* jjough it be long* and hoot

That* he nyl fynde it out in som manere

By Pyramus and Thysbe may men leere [leatiye, kickj

])Ough \)ey were kepte ful longe strei3t* ouer al

j?ey ben acorded roT\Tiynge ])urgh a wal

]?er is no wight* cou])e han founde out* such a slei3te

But* now to purpos er j?at* dayes ey3te 2132

Were passed or ])e mon]?e of* luyl byfille

]jat* lanuarye ha]j caught* so gret* a wille

])urgh eggyng* of"* his wijf* him for to pleye

In his gardyn and no wight* but* ])ey tweye 2136
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That^ in a morwe vnto liis may sayde he

Eise vp my wijf/ my loue my lady fre

jje turtlis voys is herd my doufe sweete

The wynter is gon with alle his reynes weete 2140

Com for]? now wijj J)in eyeri colnmbyne

how fairer hen ]jy brestes fan is wyne

\)G gardyn is enclosed al ahoute

Come for]) my white spouse out^ of doute ' 2144

]jou hasf me wounded in mjn herte wyf<

No spotte in jse nas in al ]?y lyf*

Com for]) and let vs taken oure disport

I chees pe for my wyff and my conforf 2148

Suche olde lowde wordes vsed he

On damyan a signe made sche

That* he schulde go hiforn wi]) his clyket

fis damyan ha]) opened ]>e wyket 2152

And in he sterte and ])at^ in such manere

Jjat^ no wight^ might^ it se ne heere

And stille he sitt^ vnder a bussch anon

This lanuare so blynd as is a stoon 2156

Wi]) mayus in his hond and no wighf mo

In to his freisshe gardyn is he go

And clapte to ])e wyket^ sodeynly

Now wiff* qiiod he her nys but ])0U and I 2160

])af art^ Jie creature J)at' I best loue

ffor by ])at^ lord pat^ sitt^ vs alle aboue

I hadde leuer deyen on a knyf*

Then J)e offenden deere trewe wyf [leiif i57] 2164

ffor goddes sake ])enlv^ how I ]>g chees

Is'ou3t^ for no coueytise dowteles /

But^ oonly for ])e loue I hadde to ])e

And ])ough ])at^ I be olde and may nou^t^ se 2168

Be to me trewe and I wol telle ^ou why - .

Certes })re ])inges scholden 3e wynne Jjerby

ifirst^ loue of crist* and to 3our self< honour

And al myn heritage toun and tour , 2172
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I ^iue it^ 30W makejj Clia?'ifres as 3011 leste

This sclial be do to morwe er sonnes reste

So wisly god my soiile bringe in blisse

And preye 30U on conenaunt jjat^ 36 me kisse 2176

And pougli J^at^ I be lelons wyte me nou3t

3e ben so deepe enprynted in my J)0U3t^

j)Sif wlian Jiat^ I considere 3our beaute

And jjer wij? al Jje vnlildy elde of^ me 2180

I may nou3t^ certes Jiough I scliulde deye

ffor-bere to ben out^ of 30111 companye

ffor verray loue ])is is wij^outen doiite

Now kisse me wijf^ and let^ vs rome aboute 2184

^ This freissche may whan sche ]?is wordes horde /

Eenignely to lanuarye answerde

But^ firsf and forward sche bygan to weepe

I haue qiiod sche a soule for to keepe 2188

As wel as 30 and also myn honour

And of' my wifhede ]?ilke tendre flour

Which jjaf I haue asseured in 3our hand

Whan ])af j^e prest' to yow my body band 2192

Wher-fore I wol answere in jjis manere

WiJ? Jje leue of' 30U my lord so deere

1 pray god Jiaf neuer dawe jjat* day

Jjat' I ne sterue as foule as wo??zman may 2196

If-' euer I do vnto my kynne jjaf schame /

Olpev elles I emj)eyre so my name /

J)af y be fals and if* I do j^at' lalv*

To strype me and putte me in a sakls:' [leaf 157, back] 2200

And in ]?e nexte ryuer do me drenche

I am a gentil wo??nnan and no wenche

Why speke 30 jjus bu^ men ben euer vntrewe

And wo??imen han reproef* of 30U ay newe 2204

36 can non oj^er contynaunce I leeiie

Buf speke to vs as vntriste and in repreue

And wi]) IpaV word sche saugh wher damyan

-Sat in ])e bussh and knelen he bigan 2208

CORPUS 317 (6-T. 469)



SIX-TEXT -170

GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Corpus MS.

And ^\i]) liire fynger signes made sclie

J)at^ Damyan scliulde clymbe vpon a tree

j^at^ charged was wijj fruyt* and vp lie wente

ffor verrayly he knew al hire entente 2212

And euery sigue pat^ sche con]?e make

Wei bet* ])an lanuarye hir owne make

ffor in a le^J^re sche hadde told him al

Oi^ jjis matiere how he worche sclial 2216

And Jjus I lete him sitte in ]?e Pyry

And lannarye and mayns rownynge myry

IT Bright* was pe day and blew ])e firmament

Phebus of* gold doiin ha]) his stremes sent 2220

To gladen euery flour wi]) his warmnesse

he was ]jat* tyme in Gemynys as I gesse

But* lit el fro his declynacion

Of* Cancer louys exaltacion 222-1:

And so bifelle Jjat* in a bright* morwetyde

))at* in j}e gardyn on ])at* ferj^er syde /

Pluto ydV is ]?e king* of* fayerye

And many a lady in his companye 2228

ffolwyng* his wyf* ])e queene proserpyna

^Tiich ]?at* he rauyssched out* of* Proserpyna

Whiles Jjat* sche gaderede floures in a mede

In Claudian 36 may jje storyes rede 2232

how in his grysly carte he hire fette

This kyng* of* fayerie a doun him sette

vpon a benche of/ toruys freissch and grene

And right* anon seyde he fus to his queene [leaf i5S] 2236

My wijf* qiiod he ])at* may no wight* seye nay

fe expe?'iens prouep it* euery day

fe tresoun which )?at* wo?«man doj? to man

Ten hundred ])ousand tellen I can /
2240

Notable of 30ur vntroujje and brytilnes

O Salamon richest* of* alle richesse

fiulfild of-* sapience and of worldly glorie

ffid wor]?y ben ])yne wordes to memorie 2244
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To euery wigHt^ ])af witt^ and reson can

Jjus preisej? he ^iV J)e bounte of* man

Among* a jjousand men ^iV fond I on

But* of* alle wo??imen fond lie neuer noon 2248

J}us sei]) ]?e king* ])at knowej) 30ure wickednes /

And Jhesus filius Cyrak* as I ges /

Ne spekejj of* 30U but* seeldyn reuerens

A wilde fuyre a corumpte pestilens 2252

So falle vpon 3our bodyes 3it* to nygllt*

Ne se 36 nought* Ipis honurable knight^

By cause alias |)at* he is blynd and old

his owne man schal make him kokewold 2256

Lo wher he sitte fe lecchour in ])e tree

Kow wol I g?'aunte of* myn mageste

vnto pis olde blynde wor])y knight

Jiat* he schal han a3ein liis ey3en sight* 2260

Whan jjat* his wijf* wolde don him vylenye

pan schal he knowe al hire harlottrie

Bo]?e in repreef* of* hire and ojjer mo

36 schal quod Proserpyn and wol 36 so 2264

Kow by mo moodres syres soule I swere

]?at* I schal 3euyn liire sufhsaunt* answere

And alle wo??imen after for 30ur sake /

Jjat* ])ough ])ey ben in eny gilt* y-take 2268

Wi]) face bold pei scholden hemself* excuse

And here hem doun Jiat* wolden hem accuse /

fibr lakke of* answere non of* hem scholde deyen

Al hadde 36 seye a ])ing* wi]) bo)je 30ur ey3en [leaf i58, back]

3 it* schuUen we so visagen it* hardyly

And weepe and swere and chide subtyly

pat* 30 schuln ben as lewed as here gees

What* rekkej? me of* 30ur auctoritees 2276

I wot* wel J}is lewe pis Salamon

ffand of* vs wommen fooles many oon

But* pough pat* he ne fond no good wo??2man

per hap I-founde many anoper man 2280
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Wo??inien ful trewe ful good ful vertuous

Witnesse on liem J?af dwellen in cristes hous

"WiJ? martirdom ]?ey prouyd hw*^ Constance [^ MS li]

Jie Romayne lestes maken rememb?'ance 2284

Of many a verray trewe wijf* also

hut' sire ne be]) non3t* wroj? as be it* so

J)ou3 Jjat* he seyde he fond no good womman

I pray 3011 take Jje sentence of Jje man 2288

he mente pus jjat* in souerayne bounte

Nis non but god but* neyjjer he ne sche

Ey for verray god fat* nys but oon

What* make 30 so moche of* Salamon 2292

What* |)ough he made a temple goddes lious

What* })ough he were riche and glorious

So made he a temple of* false god is

Who mighte do a ping* pat* more forbode is 2296

Parde as fayr as he his name in-plastre

he was a lecchour and an ydolastre

And in his eelde he verry god forsook*

And if* pat* god ne hadde as seip pe book* 2300

y-spared him for his fadres sake he scholde

haue lost* his regno sonner pan he wolde

I sette nou3t* of* alle pe vylenye

pat* 30 of* wommen wite a bottirflye 2304

I am a wo??iman needes moot* I speke

Oper elles swelle til myn herte breke

ffor sipenes he seyde pat* we ben langeleresses

As euer mote I brouke hope my tresses [leaf iso] 2308

I schal not* spare for no curtesye

To speke him harm pat* wolde vs vilanye

Dame quod pis pluto be no lengere wrop

I 3iue it* vp but* sepens I swor mjn op 2312

pat* I wolde graunten him his sight* a^ein

My word schal stonde pat* warne I pe certayn)

I am a king* it* sitt* me nou3t* to lye

And I qiiod sche a queen of* fayerye 2316
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hire answere sclie schal haue I vndertake

let' vs no more wordes make 2318

[Fo7' the rest of the Tale (from 3IS Arch. JSeld. B, 14) see

the Appendix.l
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[THJ^ PROEM.]

IF The p[ro]loge of* jje ffr«nkeleyn

Thise olde gentile britouns in here dayes ion zea/i59]

Of* diuerse auentures maden layes

Eymeden in here firste britoun tonge

Whiche layes with here instrumentz J^ey songe 712

Ojjer elles radden hem for here plesaunce

And on of* hem haue I in remembraunce

Which I schal seye wi]j as good wille as I can

Eut* sires by cause jjat* I am a burel man 716

At" my begynnyng^ first* I 30U beseche

hauej? me excused of* my rude speche

I lerned neuer rethorik* certayn

fing-* jjat* I speke it* mot* be bare and play 11) 720

I slepte neuer on )?e mount* of* pernaso

Ne neuer lered Marcus Thullius ne Cithero

Colours of* Rethorik* ne knowe I non wijjouten drede

But* suche coloures as growen in Jje mede 724

Oj?ir elles suche as men dye or peynte

Colours of* Rethorik* ben me to queynte

Myn spyrif fele]) nought* of* such matere

But* if* 30 luste my tale schul 90 not* here 728

[THE TALE.]

her was a knight* pat* loued and did his peyne 730

In amoryke ]jat* cleped is Briteyne 729

To seruen a lady in his beste wise

And many a labour and many a gref empWse 732
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he for liis iady wrou3t< er sclie were wonne

ffor sclie was on Jje fairest* vnder sonne [leaf 159. back]

And eelc* perto come of* so lieih kynrede

That* wel vnne])es durst* ]}is knigHt* for drede 736

Telle hire his wo his peyne and his distresse

But* atte laste sche for his wor]?inesse

And namely for his meke obeissance

haj? such a pite caught* of* his penaunce 740

That* priuely sche felle of* his acord

To take him for hir housbonde and hire lord

Of* such lordschipe as men han ouer here wyues

And for to lede J)e more in bhsse here lyues 744

Of* his fre wille he swor hire as a knight

Jjaf neuer in his wille by day ne by night/

Ne schulde he vpon him take no maystrie

A3eins hire wille ne kuyjje hire lalousye _ 748

But* hire obeye and fohve hire mile in al

As ony louere to his lady schal

Saue Jjat* pe name of* souereynete

That* wolde he han for schame of* his degre 752

Sche jjanke]) him and wi]) ful gret* humblesse

Sche sayde sire se]?]?en of* your gentilnesse

36 profre me to han a large reyne

!N"e wolde neuer god betwixe vs tweyne 756

As in my gilt* were eyjjer werre or stryf*

Sire I wil be 3our owne humble trewe wijf*

haue here my trouj^e til Jiat* myn herte breste

Thus be ))ey bo])e in quiete and in reste 7G0

ffor ]?ing* syres saufly dar I seye

That* frendes euerich olper mote obeye

If* ])ay wole longe holde companye

loue wol nought ben constreigned by maystrie 764

Whan maystrie come]? ]?e god of* loue anon

Bete]) on his wynges and fare wel he is gon

loue is a j^ing* as any sj^iryt* fre

"\Vo?/imen of* kynde desiren liberte 768
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And nou3t< to be constreigned as a fral

And so do men if* I ]je so])e seye sclial [leaf i60]

loke who jjat^ is most^ pacient^ in loue /

he is at^ his auauntage aboue 772

Pacience is an heih vertu certeyn

ffor it^ venquisshejj as jjese clerkes seyn

Thynges ))at< Kigor schnlde neuer atteigne

ifcr enery word men may nou^t chyde ne pleyne / 776

lernej? to suffre or elles so mote I gon

^e schullen it lerne whe])er ^e wole or non

ifor in jjis worlde certeyn no wighf nys /

Jjat^ he ne do]? or sai]? sumtyme amys /
780

Or o])ir siknesse ojjer constillacion

Wyn wo or channgyng^ of complexion

Cause]? ful often to don amys oj^er speken

On euery wrongs men may nou^t^ ben awreken 784

After fe tyme moste be temperaunce

To euery wight^ IpaV can no gouernance /

j^nd ))erfore ha]? ]?is worjjy wise knight

To lyue in ese suffraunce hire beliight^ 788

And sche to him ful wisly gan to swere

That^ neuer schulde jjer be defaute in here /

here may men sen an humble wyse acord

Thus ha
I?
sche take hir seruanf and hire lord 792

Seruaunt^ in loue and lord in mariage

Then was he bo]?e in lordschipe and seruage

Seruage nay but^ in lordschipe aboue

Se)}yns j^at' he ha]? bo))e his lady and his loue 796

•his lady certes and his wyf^ also

The wliiche ])af laAve of* loue acorde)) |?er to

And whan he was in jjis p?-osp«?'ite

home wijj his wyf he go]? to his cuntre 800

Nou^t* fer fro pedmark* J^er as his dwellyng* was

Wher as he lyuej? in blisse and in solas

Wlio cou]?e telle but* he hadde wedded be

\)G ioye ))e ese and J?e p?-osperite / 804
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That' is bitwixe an housebond and his wyf

A 3eer and more lasted j?is blisful lijf* [leaf igo, back]

Til Jjat^ jjis knigllt^ of* whicli I spat of* ]}us

]jat* of* kynrede was cleped arneragns 808

Scbope him to gon and dwelle a 3eer or tweyne

In engelond ]jat* cleped eek* was bretayne

To seche in amies worschipe and eek^ honoz^r

jffor alle his lust* he sette in such labour 812

And dwelle]} fiere ]je boolc* saijj J?us

Now wol I stynte of* ]}is arneragus

And speken I wole of* dorygen his wijf*

J)at* louej) hir housbonde as hire hertes lyf* 816

And for his absens wepejj sche and sike)) /

As don jjese noble wyues when hem likcj?

Sche mournejj wake]? wayle]? faste]? & pleynej}

Desire of* his presence hire so destreyne]? 820

That* alle Jjis wyde world sche sette at* nou3t*

hire freendes which Jjat knewe hire heiiy ]?ou3t

Conforted hire in al fat* euer Ipej miglite or may

They prechen liire j^ay tellen hire night* and day 824

]?at* causeles sche slee)) hire self* alias /

And euery contort* possible in ])is cas

pej don to hire wi]j alle here busynes /

And alle to make hire lete hir heuynes 828

By p?'ocesse as 36 knowe wel eue?ychon

Men may so longe grauen in J)e ston

Til som figure ])ennne enprentyd be

So longe han pej conforted hire ]?at* sche 832

Eeceyued ha]j by hope and by resoii

The empryntyng* of* hir constillacioil

Thurgh whicli hire grete sorwe gan aswage /

Sche may nought alway endure in such a rage / 836

And eet arneragus in al Jjis care

ha]) sent* liis letties home in al })is fare

And ])at* he wolde come hastly a3ayn

0]}er hadde J)is sorwe hire herte slayn 840
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hire frendes sawe liire lierte gan to slake /

And preyed hire on knees for goddes sake [leaf lei]

To come and rome hire in companye

Away to dryue hire derke fantasy

e

8-14

And fynally sche g?^aunted ])'dV requeste

ffor wel sche sawe it' was for Jje beste

Now stood hire castel faste by |?e see

And often wijj hire freendes walked sche 848

hire to disporte on ])e banke on heih

Wlier as sche many schippe and barge seih

Seylinge here cours where hem luste to go

But^ ^it^ was jjere a parcelle of hir wo 852

ffor to hir self ful often seyde sche

Is Jjer no schippe of so many as I se

Wole brynge home my lord jjen wolde myn herte

Al waryssche of |?is bitter peynes smerte 856

Anojjer tyme pev wole sche sitte and ]?inke

And caste hire eyen dounward fro ]}e brynke

But^ whan sche saugh fie grisly rokkes blake

ffor verray fere so wolde hire herte quake 8 GO

jjat^ on hire feet* sche niighte nought^ hire sustene

Thenne wolde sche sitte a doiui vpon ])e grene

And pitoiisly in to ]?e see byholde

And sayn righf jjus wiji sorowful hertes colde 864

Eterne god jjat^ ]?urgh j^y puruyaunce

ledest^ ]?e world by certein gouernaunce

In ydelnesse as men sayn ^e no ))ing^ make

But^ lord jjese grisely feendly rokkes blake 868

That* semen rajjer a foul confusion

Of wert jjen any fayr creacion

Of whiche a parfyt^ god and a stable

Why ban ^e wrou3t^ pis werlc* vnresonable 872

ffor by ])is werke south north est^ and Avest^

Ther nys y-fostred man ne bryd ne best^

hit^ do]) no good to my witf but^ annoye])

-Se 30 noit^t^ lorde how mankynde it destroye]) 876

COilPUS 355 (6-T. 504j



SIX-TEXT 505

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Corpus MS.

An hundred ])ousand bodyes of^ mankynde /

ban rokkes slayn al be pey nou3t;^ in mynde [leaf loi, back]

Which mankynde is a fair part of* pj werk^

That^ IpovL if madest* y-like to Ip'm bond werk* 880

Tbenne senied it^ 36 badde a gref chierte

Toward mankynde buf how Jjan may it be

That' ^e suche menys make it* to distroyen

"Whiche menys do]? no good but* euer annoyen 884

I wot* wel clerkes woln sayn as hem leste

By argument/ jjat* al \)ing^ is for pe beste

Though I ne can Jje causes for so])e knowe

but* pilke god ]jat* made wynd to blowe 888

As kepe my lord Jjis is my conclusion

To clerkes lete I al disputacioii

Buf wolde god ])aV alle ]?e rokkes blake

"Were sonken in to belle for his sake / 892

These rokkes sleen my?i herte for feere

Thus wolde sclie sayn with many a pitous teere

hire freendes sawe jjat* nas no disport

To romen by J:e see but* discomfort* 896

Aiid schopen for to pleyen som where elles /

Jjey leden hire by Byueres and by welles

And eek* in olpev places delitables

bey daunce and pleye at Chesse and at* tables 900

So on a day right* on jje morne tyde

vnto a gardyne Jjat* was right* Jjere besyde

In which paV ]?ey hadde made here ordynance

Of* vitaile and of* oJ)er puruyaunce 90

f

They gon and pleyen hem al ])e longe day

And jjis was on Jje sixte morwe of* may

Which may hadde peynted wij) his softe schoures /

This gardyn ful of* leues and of* floures 908

And wij? crafte of* mannes hande so curiously

Arayed ha]? ))is gardyn trayelly

That* neuer nas |jer gardyn of* such prys

But* if* it* were ])e verrey paradys - 912
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The odiire of^ floures and ])e freisslie sight^ /

"Wolde han made ony pensyf herte liglif [ieafi62]

That^ euer was born / but* if^ to gret* siknesse /

Ojjer to gret* sorwe liyld it in distresse /
916

And after dynere gan j^ey to daunce 918

So ful it was of* beaute with plesaunce
/

917

And synge also biit^ dorigen allone

Sche made alwey hire compleynt* and hire mone 920

ffor sche ne saugh him on J)e dannce go

]?at* was hire housbond and hir lone also

But* najjeles sche moste a tyme abyde /

And with good hope sche let^ hir sorwe glyde 924

vpon J?is daunce amonges o])er men

Dannced a sqnier biforen Dorigen

That' freisscher was and iolyer of' array

As to my dome Jjan is Jje mon]?e of' May 928

he syngejj and daunce]? passyng' any man

Thaf is or was si))enes J)is world bygan

Tlier wif) he was if^ men schulde him discryue /

On pe beste farynge man on lyue /
932

2ong' strong' righf vertuous riche and wys

And wel biloued and liolden in gref prys

And schortliche if"' ])q sojje telle I schal

vnwytyng' of' ])is Dorigen at al 936

This lusty squyer seruaunf to venus

Which Jjaf y-cleped was Aurelius

had loued hire besf of eny creature

Tuo 3eer and more as was his aduenture / 940

Buf neuer durste he telle hire of* his greuance

Wip.oute cuppe he drank al his penaunce

he was dispeyred no j?ing' dursf he seye

Saue in his sawe somwhaf wolde he wreye 944

his woo as in general compleynyng'

he sayde he louede and was biloued nojjing'

Of such matiere made he many layes

Songes compleigntes roundeletis virrelayes 948
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liow ))at^ he clurste nou3t^ his sorwe telle /

That langusshi]) as fuyre do
J?
in helle [leaf 10-2, back]

And deye seyde he moste as did Ekko

ffor narsisus ])at durste nou^t* telle hir ayo 952

In oJ?.er manere jjenne ^e here me seye

Ne durst^ he noii3t' to hire liis avo bewreye

Sane peraduentz^re som tyme at-' daunces

There 3ong' folk* kepen here obse?'uaunces 956

hit^ may wel be he loked on hire face

In sucli a wise as man jjat* aske]j grace

But' no ]?ing< wiste sche of his entent

Xajjeles it^ haj^ped or ]?ey Jiennes went* 960

By cause Jpaf he was hire ney3ebo?<rre /

And was a man of* W' orschipe and hono?^r

And hadde knowen him ofte tymes 3ore /

J)ey felle in speche ofte more and more /
96-4

ynto his purpos drowe aurelius

And whan he saw his tyme he sayde jjus

Ma dame c^uod he by god jjaf pis world made

So Jjat I wiste if mighte 3our herte glade 9G8

I wolde jjat day J?af 3onre arneragus /

"\Yente on |)e see |)af I aurelius

had went* Jjaf I schulde neuer haue come a3ain

ffor wel I woof my seruise is in vayn 972

My guerdon nys buf berstyng* of* myn herte /

Ma dame rewej) vjDon my peynes smerte

ffor as wij? a swerd 3e may me sle or saue

her at* 30ure foot* god wolde ]?at/ I were graue /
976

I haue as now no more leysir for to seye /

haue mercy on me swete or 3e wolen do me deye

Sche gan to loke ypon aurelius

Is jjis 30ure wille quod sche and say 3e j)us 980

iN'euer erst <\uod sche ne wist* I what* ^e mente

But* now Aurely I knowe 3oure entente

By jjilke god ])at* 3af* me soule and lyf*

Ke sehal I neuer be vntrewe wyf* 984
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In word ne in werk^ as fer as I haue wif /

I wole ben liis to whom j^at* I am knyt* Peaf i63]

But after ])3i.V in pleyn jjus seyde sclie /
988

Talc* ]?is for fynal answer as for me /
987

Aurely quod sclie by bihe god aboue

^it^ wol I graunte 30U to be ^onre lone

Sejjyns I 30U se so pitously compleyne /

loke what^ day Ipat' engelond is Bryteyne /
992

36 remewe alle pe rokkes ston by stoon

fat* pay ne lette schip no boot* to goon

I say whan 36 han made Jjese costes so clene

Of* Rokkes ]?at* J^er nys no ston y-sene /

]jan wol I lone 30U best/ of-* any man

haue here my trou})e in al ])at* euer I can

Is jjere non ojjer grace qiiod he /

ls"o by J?at* lord quod sche J^at* made me 1000

ffor wel I wot* jjat* j?at* schal neuer betyde

let* such folye out* of 30ur lierte glyde

AVhat* deynte sclmlde man haue by his lijf*

ffor to loue anoper iiiannes wyf* 1004

That* ha]) hir body whan so ]?at* him like])

Aurelius ful ofte sore sike}) /

"VVo was aurely whan pat* he pis herde /

And wip a sorwful herte pus answerde /
1008

ma dame quod he pis were impossible /

Thenne mot* I deye on sodeyn dep orrible /

And wip pat* word he torned him anon

po came hire oper frendes many oon 1012

And in pe aleyes romed vp and don

And no ping* wiste of pis conclusion

But* sodeinly bygan to reuel newe /

Til pat* pe brighte sonne loste his hewe / 1016

ffor thorisowte hap raft* pe sonne his light'
^

pis is as moche to say as it was night*

And home pey gon in loye and in solas /

Saue oonly wrecched anrelius alias /
1020-
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lie to his lious is gon wi]? sorwful herte

lie seij? he may not^ fro his dej? asterte [leaf les, back]

him seme]) he felijj his herte colde

yp to Jje heuene his handes gan he holde 1024:

And on his knees bare he sette him don

And in his raiijaige sayde his orison

fibr verray wo out^ of* his witte he breyde /

he nyste nou3t* what* he spak* but ]?us he seyde 1028

Wi]} pitous lierte hajj he his compleint* bygonne

ynto pe goddesse and first* vnto j)G sonne

he sayde appollo god and gouernour

And euery plannte herbe tre and flour 1032

])i\V 3euest after j^i declinacion

To ilk* of* hem his tynie and his sesoun

And Jjin herborwe chaunge]) lowe and hei^e

lord Phebus cast* ]jin merciable ey3e 1036

On wrecched Aurely |)af am but* lorn

lo lord my lady ha]) my do]) y-sworn

"Wij^outen gilt* but* ])in benignite

vpon my dedly herte haue sum pite 1040

But* wel I wot* lord Phebus if* 30U leste

30 may me hel|)e saue my lady beste

!Now vouche]) sauf* ^aV I may 30U deuyse

how ])at* I may be holpe and in what* wyse lO-ll

3uure blisful suster lucyna ])e scliene .i. lunaiucyna.

];at* of* ])e see is cheef* goddesse & queene

Though Xeptunus haue deyte in j)& see

3it* Emperesse abouen him is scire / 1048

3e knowen wel lord right* as hire desire

Is to be quyked and letelp of* 3oure fire

fTor which sche folwe]) 30U ful besyly

Right^ so ])e see desire]) naturally 1052

To folwen hire as sche ])at* is goddesse

Bo])e in ]>& see and in Byueres more and lesse

Wher-fore lord Phebus ])is is myn requeste

Do ])is myracle or I do myn herte to breste 1056
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Jjat^ J)ou next* af jjis apposicioun

Which in J>e signe schal be of* ]7e leoun [ieafi64]

And preyed hire so gret^ a flood to brynge

That^ .V. fatheme at^ pe leste if ouer springe 1060

]je hyeste rokke in armorik^ Britayne

And lete his flood endure 3eres twayne

Thenne certes to my lady may I saye

holdej? 30ure hestes ye rokkes ben awaye 1064

lord Thebiis do ])is myracle for me

Pray hire sche go no faster cours )jan 36

I say 3on pus pray 30ur suster ])aV sche go

JSTone faster cours Jjan 3e J?is 3eres tuo 1068

Then schal sche be euer at* Jje fulle alway

And springe flood lasten bojje night* and day

And but* sche fouche sauf* in such manere

To graunte me my lady souerein dere / 1072

Preye hire to synken euery rokke a douu)

In to hire owne darke Region

vnder jje grounde per Pluto duellejj Inne

Ojjer neuer more schal I my lady wynne 1076

Thy temple in Delphos wol I barfoot* seeke

lord Phebus seep pe teeres on my cheeke /

And of* my peyne liaue compassion

And wi]) p-df word in swowne he felle a doun 1080

And long* tyme he lay in a traunce

his broj^er which jjat* knew of* his penaunce

vp caught* him and to bedde him broughte

Bispeyred in his torment and in his ]?ought 1084

Lo y ]jis woful creature lete lye

Cliese he for me whejjer he wol lyue or dye

Arneragus wij) hele and gret* honour

As he was of* Chyualry pe flour 1088

Is comen home and opere worjjy men

blisful art* })ou Dorigen

])at* hast* |)in lusty housbonde in jjin armes

pe freissche knight pe wor]?y man of* armes 1092
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That^ loiie]) pe as liis owen liertes lyf^

Ko Iping^ luste lie to be ymaginatyff^ [leaf lei, back]

Of* any wigHt* hadde spoke while lie was oiite

To liire of lone he made ]?er-of* no doute 1096

lie nou3t entende]? to no such niatere

But daunce]) lustij? and make]) good cheere

As jjiis in loye and blisse I lete hem dwelle

And of jje swete Aurelyus wol I telle 1100

In langure and in furious tormentz jjus

Tuo 3er and more lay wrecche aurelius

Or ony foot* on erj^e he mighte gon

No confort^ in jjis tyme nade he non 1104

Saue of his brojjer which )jat* was a clerk*

he knew of al jjis wo and of al jjis werk*

ifor to non oj^er creature certeyn

Of J)is matiere ne durste he no word seyn 1 108

vnder his brest* he bar it more secre

Then euer did Pamj^hilius for Galathe

his brest* vras hole wijjouten for to sene

But* in his herte was ay pe arwe kene 1112
And wel ^e knowen Jjat* a sore sauure

In surgerie ful perilous is pe cure

But* man might* touche pe arwe or come perhj

his brojjer wepe]) and wayle)? priuyly ] 1 1 (3

Til atte laste him felle in rememb^Yamce

That* whiles he was at Orlyaunce in ffraunce

As 3onge clerkes ])at* ben likerous

To reden artes ])at* ben curious 1120
Seken in euery halk* and euery heme
Particuler sciences for to lerne

he him remembrej) vpon a day

At* Oii3\aunce in studye a book he say 1124
Of magiq?^e naturell which his felawe

That* was J?at* tyme a bachiler of lawe

Al AYere he j^ere to lerne anoper craft

And priuely vpon his deske y-laft* 1128 .
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This bool^ spalc* mocliil of^ ]?is -op^^racions

Toiichynge Jje .xviij. mancioils [ieafi65]

That^ longen to ])e mone and suche folye

As in oure dayes nys nouglit^ worj) a flye 1132

ffor holy chirche saijj in oure byleeue

Ne siiffrej? non illusion vs to greeue

And whan J? is book^ was in rememb^'aunce

Anon for ioye he gan for to daunce 1136

And to himselue sayde pryuely

My bro]jer schal be warisshed hastily

ffor I am siker ]?at^ Jjer ben sciences

By whiche men maken dyuerse apparences / 1140

Whiche as pe subtile tregetoures pleyen

ffor ofte af festes herde I seyen

Tliat^ tregettours wijjinne an lialle large

han made in come wat<^r and a barge / 1144

And in ])e halle rowen vp and doun

Som tyme hajj semed a grym leoun)

[and somtyme flouris springe / as in a mede t^^
^"^i^n^^^^"

somtyme a vyne & grapes / white & rede]

Som tyme a castel al of lym and ston

And whan hem liked voyded it anon

])us semed it^ to euery mannes sight^

!N'ow Jjenne conclude I jjus if< j)a.V I might* 1 152

At^ Orliaunce som olde felawe I-fynde

That* hadde pe moones manciouns in mynde

Oj?er magike naturel aboue

he scholde wel make my brojjer han his loue / 1156.

ffor wi]) apparens a man may make

To mannes sight* ]?at' alle J)e Kokkes blake

Of* Britaigne were y-went* euerychon

And schippes by ]?e brinke mighte comen and goon 11 GO

And in such forme endure a 3eer or tuo

]?en were my broj^er warissched of* his wo

J)en most^ sche needes knowen hire byheste

Or elles he schal schamen hire at* Jje leste 1164
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What scliulde I make a lenger tale of< J)is

Vnto his brojjer hedde come he is

And such confort he ^aff^ him for to gon

To Orlyaiince Jjat^ he vpstarte anon [leaf i65, back] 11G8

And on his way for]?ward is he fare

In hope to ben y-lissed of' his care /

Yfhen J^ay were come almost' to Jiaf Cite

But if' if were a tuo forlong' o]?ir J?re 1172

A 3ong' clerk' romyng' by himself' jjey mette

"Which j^af in latyn thriftily hem grette

And after J^af he sayde a wonder jjing'

I knowe quod he jje cause of* ^oure comyng* 1176

And er j^ey forjjer any foote wenf

he tolde hem alle ]?af was in here entenf

This brytoun clerk' him asked of' felawes

The which jjaf he had knowen ii; olde dawes 1 1 80

And he answerde him ]}af ]jey dede were /

fFor which he wepe ful ofte many a tpre

Doun of his hors Aurelius light anon

And for]) wijj jjis magicien for]) is he gon 1184

home to his hous and made hem wel at ese /

hem lacked no vitayle ])af hem mighf plese /

So wel arrayed hous as ])er was con

Aurelius in his lyf* saugh noon 1188

He schewed him er he wente to sopere

iforestes parkes ful of wilde deere

[there saw he hartes / with hornys ful highe
jb^f^'^*'^'

^^^^

pasturynge right faire / & merilie 1192

he saw of hem an hundred / sleyn with houndes

and so??zme with arwis blede / & bitte;* woundes

he saw when voided were / the wilde dere

these ffaukeners / vppon a faire Rivere] 1196

And how ffaukons han ])e heron slayne

Then sawe he knightes iusten in a playne

And after })is he dide him such plesaunce

That he him schewed his lady in a daunce 1200
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On which himself he daunced as him jjought

And whan jjis mayster Jjat^ pis magiqwe wrought

Sawh itr^ was tyme to clappe his hondes tuo

And fare wel al oure reuel is y-do, 1204

And ^it/ remewe Jjey neuer out^ of^ ]?is hous /

"Whiles Jjey sawe al Jjis sight* merueylous

But* in his study per as his bookes be

pey saten stille and no wight* but* Jjey ))re 1208

To him his mayster called j?anne a squiere

And seyde him jjus is redy oure sopere [leaf i66]

Almost* an hour it* is I vndertake

Sejjyns I 30U bad oure souper to make 1212

"When jjat* jjis worjjy men wenten with me

vnto my study ])er as my bokes be

Sire quod this squyer when it* like]) 30U

It* is al redy jjey ^e wolen right* now /
1216

Go we Jjen soupe quod he and for jje beste /

These auerous folk* som tynie mote haue reste

And after souper felle pey in trete

"What* somme schulde Jiis maystres guerdon be / 1220

Te remewe alle j)e rokkes of* Brytaigne

And eek* fro Geroun to Jje mou]? of* Sayne

he made it* straunge / and swore so god him saue

lasse J)an a pousand pound he nolde nou3t* haue 1224

Ne gladly for ]jaf somme ne wolde he gon

Aurelius wij? blisful herte anon

Answerde ]jus fy on a J)ousand jDound

])is wyde worlde jjat* men seyn is round 1228

]?at* wolde I 3iue if* I were lord of* it*

This bargayn is ful dryue for we be knyt
/

3e schulle be payed trewely by my troujje

But* lokejj now for no necligence or sloujie 1232

^e tary vs heere no lenger ])an to morwe

Nay quod ))is cleric* haue heer my troujje to borwe

To bedde is gon aurelius whan him liste

And wel neigh al ))at* night* he liadde his reste 1236
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Tliat^ for liis labour and for his hope of* blisse

his woful herte of* penaiince hadde a lisse

vpon |?is inorwe when ]}at* if was day

To Britaigne toke Ipdj ]?e»righte way 1240

Aurelius and ])is magicien besyde

And ben descendid jjer J^ey woln abyde

And ))is was as pe bokes me remembre

pe colde frosty sesoun of* Decembre 1244

Phebiis wax olde and hewed lit latoun

That in his hoote declinacion [leaf lee, backj

Schon as jje burnyd gold wi]) strenies bright*

But now in Scorpion a doun he light* 1248

Wher as he schon ful pale I dar wel sayn

The bitter frostes wiJ3 pe slete and rayn

Destroyed ha]) jje grene in euery 3erde /

lanus sit* by ))e furye wi]? double berde 1252

And drynkej) of* his bugle horn ]je wyn

Biforn him stant* jje braun of* tuxed swyn

And a nowel cryejj euery lusty man

Aurelius in al Jjat euer he can 1256

Dojj to his maister cheere and reuerence

And preye]) him to don his diligence

To bryngen liim out* of* his peynes smerte

Or wi]j a swerd jjat* he wolde slitte his herte 12G0

])at subtil clerk* which ]?at* roujje hadde of* ])is man

J?at* night* and day he liim spedde paf he ne Ian

To wayte a tyme of"* his conclusion

This is to say to make illusioun 1264

I ne can no termes of* astrologie / 1266

By which an apparence of* logellerie / 1265

That* sche and euery wight* scholde wene and seye

))at* of* Britaigne Jje rokkes were aweye 1268

Oj?er elles Jjey were sonken vnder grounde

So atte laste whan ]?afc* he his t3'me fonde

To make his lapes and his wrecchednes

Of* which a supersticious cursednesse 1272
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his tables colletanes for]) he brought^

£ful wel corrected ne pev lakked nou3t/

Ne his collectes ne his expans 3eres

Ne his rotes ne his ojjer geres / 1276

As ben his centrys and his argumentz

And his proporcions conuenientz

£for his equacions in euery |)ing<

And by his viij spere in his werkynge 1280

he knew how fer Alnajje was y-schoue

ffro Jje hede of Jjilke fixe aries aboue [leaf i67]

That^ in Jje ix^ spere considered is

fful subtilly he calke]? al j^is
/ 1284

And whan he hadde founde his firste mansion

he knewe jje remenaunt^ by p?'oporcion

And knewe ])e arisyng< of/ jje mone wel

And in whos face and terme eue/y del 1288

And knew fal wel ]pe moones mansion

acordant to his operacioii

And knew also his o])er obseruaunces /

ffor suche illusions and suche meschaunces / 1292

As hepin folk vsed j^ilke dayes

ffor whiche no lenger maked he delayes

But^ jjongh his magik* for a wike or tweye /

It^ s.emed as alle ]>& rokkes were aweye 1296

Aurelyus which ])aV dispeyred is

"VYhejjer he schal ban his lone or fare amys

Awaytej) night^ and day of^ ]?is myracle /

And whan he knewe ]?at^ per was non obstacle 1300

]?at* voyded were j^ise rokkes enerychon

Doun to jjis maistres feet^ he felle anon

And seyde I woful wrecche aurelius

Jjanke 30U lord and lady my?i venus 1304

That me ban holpe fro my cares colde /

And to j)e temple forjj his way ha]) holde

Where he knewe he scholde his lady se

And whan he saugh his tyme anon right he 1308

CORPUS 367 (6-T. 516)



SIX-TEXT 5 1 7

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Corpus MS.

Wi|) dredful lierte and liunible clieere /

Salued lia]? his soucrayn lady deere /

My riglitful lady qiiod jjis woful man

Whom I most^ drede and loue as I best^ kan 1312

And lojjest' were of alle ]?is world displese /

iN^ere it* jjat* I for 30U haue suche disese

That* I moste dye her at^ 30ur foot* anon

But* not* wolde I telle how me is wo bygon 1316

But* certes eyj?er most I deye or 23leyne /

3e sleen me gilteles for ve?Tey jDeyne / [leaf i67, back]

But* of* my de]) jjough ^e haue no rouj^e

Auyse)) 30U er ])at* 3e lese ^our troupe 1320

Eepenti]? 30U for J^ilke god aboue /

Or 36 me sleen by cause ])at^ I 30U loue /

ifor ma dame wel 36 wot* ]?at* 36 han hight*

j!!^ought/ jjat* I chalenge any jjing^ of* right* 1324

Of"* 30U souereyne lady but* 3oure grace

But* in a gardyn 3onde at* such a place

36 wot* right* wel j^at* 30 behighte me

And in niyn hande my trou])e plighte me 1328

To loue me best* god wot* 3e sayde so

Al be ])at* I vnworjjy am ))erto

Madame I speke it for ]?e honour of 30W

More ]jen to sane myn hertes lyf* right* now / 1332

I haue don so as 3e haue co///mannded me

And if-* 3e vouche saui^ 36 may go se /

And as 30U luste haue]) 3oui'e byheste in mynde
libr quylc* or deed right* jjus 3e schulle me fynde 1336

In 30w lijj al to do me lyue or deye

But wel I wot* \ic, rokkes ben aweye /

he took* his leeue and sche astoned stood

In alle hir face ]3er nas a drop of blood 1340

Sche wende neuer han comyn in such a trappe

Alias quod sche ]}at* ]?is euer schulde ha^^pe

ffor wende I neuer by possibilite

J)at* such a muster or such a meruaile schulde be 1344
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It^ is arain be p?'Ocesse of^ nature ^ t^ ^^^^^ ^*"^«
'^T?

^''"««-
^ •» •• posed m the MS.\

And home sclie go]) a sorwful creature ^

fFor verray feere vnnej^es may sche go

Sche wepe]? and wayle]) a day or tuo 1348

And swowne]) ]?at it rouJ)e was to se

But^ why it was to no wight^ tokle sche

ffor out^ of' toune was gon arneragus

But' to hir self' sche sayde and spak* ])us 1352

In hire compleynt as 36 schullen after heere

Wij) face pale and wijj sorweful cheere [leafies]

Alias c\iiod sche on ))e fortune I pleyne

That vnwar hasf wrapped me in ])i cheyne 1356

ffor which ]je eschape wof I no socour

Saue ooply de]) ojjer elles dishonour

On of* ])ese tuo bihouej) me to chese

Buf najjeles ^if hadde I leuer to lese / 1360

My lif' ]7an of' my body to han a schame

Ojjer knowe my self^ fals ofier lese my name /

And wi]) my dej) I may be quyte y-wys

ha]) ])er nou3f many a wyf* er ym 136-4

And many a mayden y-slayn hem self alias

Ka])ir ])an wi]) here bodyes don trespas

And certes lo ])ise stories beren witnesse

Whan XXX tyrauntz ful of* cursednesse 1368

hadde slayn Phydon in athenes atte leste

])ey comaunded his dou3tres to areste /

And bryngen hem byforn hem in dispyt

Al naked to fulfille here foule delyt^ 1372

And in here fadres blod Jjey made hem daunce

vpon \q pamenf god 3eue hem meschaunce

fibr whiche jjese Avoful maydens ful of' drede /

Ea])er ])an ])ey wolde lese here maydenhede / 1376

])ay pryuely ben sterf in to a welle /

And dreynt hemselue as ])e bookes tell

They of' mesue lete enquere and seke

Of* lacedemye .L. maydens eeke 1386
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On which. ]>ej •wolden don here leccherie

But* was J)er non of* al ]}at companye /

])at* sche nas slayn and wij? a glad entent

Chese rajjir for to dye Jjan for to assent* 1384

To ben oppressed of here maydenhede

AYhy schulde I ]?anne to deye ben in drede

lo eke jje tyraunf Anstoclydes

jiaf loued a mayde J^at/ hight* Symj^halides 1388

Whan ]jat* hir fader slayn was on a night/

vnto j)e Dyanes temple go]? sche anon right* [leaf i6s, back]

hente jje ymage with hire armes tuo

ffro which ymage wolde sche neuere go 1392

'No wight* might* of* hit hir armes race

Til sche was slayn in Jje selue place /

JSTow sejjyns ]jat* maydens hadde such despit/

To ben defouled wij? mannes foul delyt* 1396

Wei aught* a wyf raj^er hirself* to sle/

Jan ben defouled as ]}enke]) me

Jiat* schal I sayn of^ hasdrubaldes wyf*

That/ at* kartage bjTaft* hir self* hir lyf* 1400

ffor whan sche sawh jjat/ Eomayns wan jje toun

Sche took* hir children alle and swept* a doun

In to ]}e fuyr and ches rajjer to dye

pan eny Eomeyn did hir vilanye 1404

ha]) nou^t* lucres y-slayn hir self* alias

At* Eome jjere sche oppressed was

Of* Tarquyn for liir ]}ought* it* was a scliame /

To lyue whan Jiat* sche had lost* hire name / 1408

The viij. maydens of* Milesye also /

han slayn hem self* for drede and for wo

Eajjir ])an folke of* gaule scholde hem opp?'esse /

Mo jjen a fousend stories as I gesse / 1412

Coujje I now telle as touchinge ])is matere

Whan habradas was slayn his wyf* so dere

hire self* slough and let hir blood to glyde

In habradas woundes brode and wyde / 1416
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And seyde my body at^ jje leste way

]?er schal no wigS.t^ defoule it if* jjat' I may

What^ schulde I mo ensamples lier of^ sayn

Sipj^en ])at^ so many lian hemselue slayn 1420

Wei rajjer ])an jjey wolde defouled be
/

I wol conclude wliat^ is best^ for me

[to sle my selue / than be defouled thus [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14]

I wol be trewe / to Arueragus] 1424

0]?ir rajjer sle my self^ in som manere

As Demonicious doughter dere

By cause ]jaf sclie nolde not^ defouled he /

Cedasus it^ is ful gret^ pite [leafiGo] 1428

To reden how j^i doughtren deyeden alias

jjat* slowe heniself^ for such a maner caas

As gret^ appetyt^ was it^ or more

The Theban mayden j^af for JSTichasore 1432

[hir selue slowe / right for suche manere woo
^^f^^''^-

^^^^'

another Theban maiden dide right so]

hire hadde wedded and y-dressed [spurious]

ffor on of^ Macedoigne hadde hire opp?'essed 1435

])aV schal I sayn of^ ^icharatiffs wijf^

"paf for such cas byrafte hir self* hir lyf"

how trewe was eek^ to alcebiades

his loue Jiat^ for to deyen chees 1440

J>an for to suffren his body vmbreyde be

lo which a wyf was Alcestem qtcod sche

"What* Emore of* good Penolope /

Al Grece knowejj of hir chastite 1444

Pardee of^ leodomia is write ])us

That^ Avhen af Troye was slayn protheselayus

No lenger nolde sche lyue after his day

The same of^ noble Porcia I telle may 1448

"Wijjoute Brutus cou]?e sche not^ lyue

To whom he hadde al hoi his herte 3iue

The parfyf wyfhod of^ archemesy

honoured is j^urgh al j^e Barbary 1452
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teuta queen in
J)y

wyfly cliastite

To alle wyfes may a niyrour be

[ . . . no gap in the MS : these lines

known only in EUesmere MS^ 1456

J)us playned Dorigen a day or tweye

Purposed euere Jjat^ sclie wolde deye

But* najjeles vpon ]?e ]?ridde night*

horn cam arneragus ])e wor_f)y knight 1460

And asked liire why J?af sche weep so sore

And sche gan weepen euer lenger J^e more

Alias (\uod sche jjat* euer was I born

Jjus haue I seyd qiiod he jjus haue I sworn 1464

1 told him alle as 3e han herde bifore

It* needej? nou3t/ to rehersen it nomore

This housbond wi]) glad cheere in sondry wise /

Answerd and sayde as I schal 30U deuyse /
[ieafi69, ba.k]

Is Jier ought* elles Dorigen but* ]?is

iN'ay nay c\uod sche god help me so as wis

This is to meche and it were goddes wille

3e wyf* c^uod he let* slepe Jiat* is stille 1472

It* may be wel 3it* pe?'aduenture to say

3e schullen 30ur troujie holden by my fay

ffor god so wisly helpe me

I hadde wel leuere y-stiked for to be / 1476

ffor verray loue which ])at 1 to 30U haue

But if* 3e schulde 3oure troujie saue

Trou])e is 3e heihest* ))ing* J?at* man may kepe

But wi]) ])at word he brast* anon to weepe / 1480

And sayde I 30U forbede vp payne of* de])

That neuer whiles ]?e lastej? lyf* and bre]?

To no wight* telle how j^at* Jjis matere /

As I may kepe I wole my woo endere 1484

ISTe make no contynaunce of' heuynesse

That follv* of* 30U may deme harme or gesse

And for]) he cleped a squyer and a mayde

Go]) for]) anon wi]) Dorigen he sayde / 1488
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And bringe]) hire to such a place anon

jjey tooke her leue and on Jiah- way Ipej gon

Eut^ jjey ne wiste why sche j^ider wente

he nolde no wight' telle hire entente 1492

r [Not in Arch. Seld. B. 1 1.

L These lines ktioicn only

in the EUesmere MS.'\

1496

710 gap ill the MS^
This sqiiyer which Jiaf hight' Aiirelyus

On Dorigen which J^at^ was so anierous 1500

Of' aduenture happed hire to mete

Amyd ]?e toun righf in j^e quyke strete

As sche was boun to gon ])e wey for]) right

Toward j^e gardyn ])er as sche hadde highf 1504

And he was to J^e gardynward also

Ifor wel he spyed whan sche wolde go

Oiif of^ hir hoiis to eny maner place

Eut' ])us ]?ey mette of' aiienture or of' grace 1508

And he salny]) hire wij? glad entenf

And axed of* hire whider j^at* sche wente /
[leaf no]

And sche answerde half' as sche were mad

vnto ])e gardyn as my??, housbonde bad 1512

My trou))e for to holde alias alias

Aurelius gan wonder of^ ])is caas

And in his herte had gret compassion

Of' hire and of* hire lamentacion 1516

And of* Arneragus \iq worj^y knighf

And bad hire holde al ]?af sche highf

So lojj he was his wijf' schulde breke hir troujje

And in his herte he caste of' ])is gref rou])e ' {} biots over e iater;\

Considerynge jje beste on euery syde /

Thaf fro his luste were him better abyde

Than don so heigh a cherles wrecchednes

A3eins fraunchise and a3ein al gentilnes 1524
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ffor "vvliich. in fewe wordes sayde he 'pus

Ma dame sei]) to 3oure lord Arneragus

Jiat^ sejjyns I se jjis grete gentilnes /

To 3011 and et I se wel ^oiire distres 1528

pen 3e to me pus scliulde breke 3oure trouj^e 1530

Certes me jjinke]? it^ were right* gret* roiiJ?e \s2v1rlous 1529]

I haue wel leuer euer to sufFre wo

pen I departe Jje lone betwixe 3on tno 1532

I 30U relesse ma dame in to 3()ure hand

Quyte eue?'y suremenf and ene?y band

That* 36 han made to me as here byforn

Sijjens j?ilke tyme that 36 were born 1536

My troujje I plight* I schal 30U neuer repreue

Of* no biheste and here I take my lene /

As of* pQ, trewest* and po, beste wyf*

])at* ener 3it/ I knew in al my lyf* 1540

But* euery wight* be war of* hire byheste

On Dorigen remembrejj atte leste /

Thus can a squier don a gentil dede

As wel as can a loiight* wijjouten di-ede 1544

Sche J)anked him vppon hir knees al bare

And home vnto hire housbonde is sche fare [leaf 170, back]

And tolde hem alle as 3e han herde me sayde

And be 3e siker he was so wel a-payde /
1548

j?at* it* were inpossible to write /

What* schulde I lengere of* pis cas endite /

Arneragus and dorigen his wijff*

In souerayn blisse leden forj? here lyff* 1552

IsTeuer eft* ne was ]jer anger hem betwene

he cherisschej) hire as j?ough sche were a quene

And sche was to him trewe for euermore 1555

Aurelius ]jaf his cost* ha]? al forlore 1557

Curse]) pQ tyme ]7at* euer he was y-born 1558

ffor certes he sei]? I am forlorn \spurlous\

Alias <\uod he alias ])at* I behight*

Of* pured gold a J)0usand pound of* wight/ 1560
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vnto ]?is pliilosofre liow schal I do

I se no more but^ j^at^ I am fordo /

Myii heritage moot* I needes selle

And ben a beggere liere may I no lenger dwelle 1564

And scliamen al my kynrede in ])is place

But* I of* him may gete bettre grace /

[but natheles / I wol of him assaye [MS Arch. Seld. B. 14]

at certeyne dayes / yere bi yere to paye] 1568

I wole ])onke him of* his grete curtesye

My troujje wol I kepe I wol nou3t* lye

"Wijj herte sore he go]) vnto his coffre

And broughte gold vnto his philosophre 1572

The value of* .v. hundred pound I gesse

And him besechejj of* his gentilnesse

To graunte him dayes of* fe remenant

And maister I dar wel make auaunt 1576

I fayled neuer my troujje as 3it*

ffor sikerly my dettes schal be quyt

Towardes 30U how euer J?at^ I fare

To gon abegged in my kirtel bare 1580

But* wolde 3e fouche sauf* vpon suerte

Two 3ere or Ipve to respiten me

penne were I wel for elles moste I selle /^ corpm ms.]"

[myn heritage / ther is no more to telle
^^^ifjf^Qi^fa?k]

^*'

this Philosophre sobuiiy answerde

and seide thus / whan he these wordes herde

haue I nat holden couenaunt / vn-to the

yis certes / wel & trewely / quod he 1588

hast thow nat had thi lady / as the liketh

no no quod, he / & sorowfuUy he siketh

what was the cause / telle me if thou can

Aurelius his tale / anoon bigan 1592

and tolde him al / as ye han herde bifore

hit nedith nat / to rehersen it no more

he seide Arueragus / of gentilnesse

had leuer dien / in sorow & distresse 1596
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than liis wifF / were of liir troutlie fals [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14]

the sorow of Dorigen / he told him als

how loth hir was / to ben a wikked wifF

and that she leuere had that day lost hir lilf 1600

and that hir trouthe she swore / thorugh innocence

she neue/*c erst herde sjDeke / of apparence

that made me han of hir / so grete pite

and right as frely / as he sente hir to me 1604

as frely sente I hir / to him ageyne

this is al & som / ther is no more to seyne

this Philosophre answerde / leue brother Uea/m-z]

eueryche of yow dide gentilly / to other 1608

thow art a squyer / & he is a knyght

but god forbede / for his blisful myght

but ii* a Gierke / couthe do a gentil dede

as wel as any of yow / it is no drede 1612

sir I relece the / thi thousand pounde

as thow right now / were crope out of the grounde

ne neuere er now / ne haddist thow knowe me
for sir I wol nat taken / a peny of the 1616

for al my crafft / ne nought for my travaile

thow hast I-paide wel / for my vitaile

hit is I-now / & farewel haue good day

and toke his hors / & forth he goth his way 1620

lordinges this question / than wold I axe now

whiche was the most fre / as thenketh yow

now telleth me / er that I ferther wende

I can no more / my tale is at an ende

.

1624

Here endith the firankglayne.liis tale] iAxch.s6ii. extr.eiidsi
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W'^,OY TITE ^Z-

rT TT TT 'PT^nJi^^fl fiV'o hi'mlcs in the Corpus

/y OIF ^ llIlJli ritUl^±M.\ MS betveen the stanzas.-]

^lTVr^'&\^ [And next ^^,^^-
bigyiinetli the secoiide noniie hir tale. &c.

(1)

The
ministre and norice / vn-to vices 1

which that men clepeii / in englissh / Idehiesse

that porter of the gate is / of delices

to eschewen / and bi hir contrarie to oppresse 4

that is to seyne / bi leoful bes;yTiesse

wel oughte we to don / al oure entente

lest that the fende / thorugh Idelnesse vs hente

.

7

ffor he that with his thousand cordes slighe 8

contenuelly vs waiteth / to bi-clappe

whan he may man/ in Idelnesse aspie

he can so lightly cacche him / in his trappe 11

til that a man be hente / right bi the lappe

he nys not ware / the fende hath him in honde

wel oiighte vs werche / and, Idelnesse with-stonde

.

14

(3)

And though men dradden neuere / for to die 15

yit se men wel bi reson / doutelese

that Idelnesse is hoten / slogardie

of whiclie cometh neu^re / noon encrese 18

and sithen that slouth hir holdith in a lese

only for to slepe / and ete and drynke

and to devouron / al that other swynke [/ea/ 2ir,, sac*] 21
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IT And for to piitteu vs / Iroiii suclie Idcliiesse tMS^^ch. Seid.

that cause is / of so grete confusion

I haue here don / my feithful l)esynesse

after the legende / in translacion 25

right afte?' thi glorious liff / and passion

thow with thi garland / wroughte of rose and lylye

the mene I / maide / and martir / seynt Cecelye

.

28

(5)

H And thow that lloure art / of virgynes alle 29

of whom that Bernard / list so wel to Avrite

to the at my bigynnyng / first I calle

thow comforte of vs wrecches / do me endite 32

thi maidens deth / that was thorugh hir merite

the eternal litf / and of the fende victorie

as men mow after rede / in hir storie

.

35

(6)

IT Thow maiden and moder/doughter of thi sone]
^t^^J-^,^^^f;,/-^j

Thou welle of* mercy synful soules cure [leaf i7i]

In whom Jiat^ god for bounte chees to wone

Thou humble and lieih ouer euery creature 39

Thou nobledest^ so ferre oure nature

That^ no desdeyn ]?e makere hadde of kynde

his sone in blood and fieissch to clojje and ^vyllde 42

(7)

^ Wi]?inne |)e cloystre blisful of' J)ine sydes 43

Took^ mannes schap Jje eterne loue and pees

That of fie trine compas lord and gyde is

Whom er]?e and see and lieuene out of reles 4G

Ay herien and J}OU v/rgine wemmeles

Bare of j?y body and dwelledest/ mayde pure

The creatour of eue?'y creature 49
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(«)

^ Assembled is in J?i magniticeiice 50

Wij? mercy goodnesse and with sucli pite

j)aV ])ou art' ])e sonne of* excellence

K"oii3t' only helpest' hem Jjat' prayen fie 53

But* ofte tyme of* jjin benignite

Iful frely er jjat* men |)in holpe beseche

J7011
gost* liyforn and art* here lyfes leclie 56

If Xow help jjoii meke and blisl'ul I'aire mayde 57

Me flemyd wrecche in ])is desert* of* galle

Thenlv* on |?e wo/>aiian Canane J)at* sayde

That* whelpes eten some of^ jjo cvommGH alle GO

]?at* from here lordes table ben y-fallf3

And |)ough jjat I |5e vnworjjy sone of^ euo

be synful 3it* accepte my byleeue 63

(10)

And lor |)at* feijj is deed wi]?oute werkes 64

So for to worchen ^if* me witte and space

]?at* I be quyt* from place ])at* most* derk* is

pou fiat* art* so fair and so ful of^ grace 67

Be myn aduocate in so heili a place

Ther as wifjouten ende is longe Osaniia

Thou cristes nioder and doughter of' Anna 70

And of^ fiin light* my soule kepe in prison 71

That* troubled is by pe contagioun

[of my body / & also bi the wighte [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14]

of erthely lust / & fals affeccion] 74

heuene refute saluacion [leaf 171, back]

Of* hem ])at* ben in sorwe and in destresse /

Now help for vnto my werk* I wol me dresse / 77
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(12)

*S 3et^ pray I 30U Ipat^ reden ]?at^ I write 78

ffor3eiie]) me for I do no diligence

jjis ilke story subtil to endite

iFor bo))e haue I ]?e wordes and j^e sentence / 81

Of^ liem ]?at^ atte seyntes reuerence /

The story wroot^ & solewen liir legende

And pray I 3011 ]?at* 36 Avoln my werl-i* amende 84

(13) [THE TALE.]

fferst^ Avolde I 3011 j^e name of^ seint* Cecile 85

Exponne as men may in here stories se

If is to say on englissh henene lylye

Ifor pure chastnesse of^ virginite /
88

0]:er for sche ^vitnesse hadde of^ honeste

Of* greue of* conscience and of-* good fame

The soote sauour lilye was hire name 91

Oujjer Cecile is to say ])e way to blynde 92

ffor sche ensample was by good techynge

Or elles . Cecile is as I writen fynde

Is ioyned by a maner conioygnynge 95

Of"* lieuen and lya and heiher in figuringe

The heuen is seV for ]?ought* of* holynesse

And lya for hire lastyng^ busynesse / 98

(15)

Cecile may eek* be sayd in j^is maiiere 99

\Vantynge of bl}Tidnesse for hire grete light

Of* sapiens and for hir ]?ewes clere

0})er elles pis maydenes name bright/ 102

Of* heuen and leos come]) for which by righf

men niighte ]je heuene of* poeple hire calle

Ensample of* goode and wise werkes alle 105
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(IG)

ffor leos poeple in englisscli is to say 106

And riglit^ as men may in ]?is lieuene^se

j?e Sonne and moone and ]?e sterres euery way

Eighth so gostly in jjis mayden fre 109

Seycn ])e feij? of^ magnificence

And ekyng^ of< heljje and of* sapience [leaf 172]

And sondry werkes bright^ of* excellence
/

112

(17)

And right* as ])is pliilosophres Avryte 113

That* heuen is swyft* round and brynnyng*

Eight* so was faire Cecile jje wliyte

ffiil swift* and besy euer in good werkyng* 116

And round & hool in good pt^rseueryng

And brenne euere in charite lighte /

Now haue I declared 30U what* sche highte 119

(18)

This mayden bright* Cecile as hire lyf* saijj 120

"Was comen of-* Eomayns and of* noble kynde

And so for]) fostred vp in pe faij)

Of^ crist* and bar his gospel in hire mynde 123

Sche neuer cessede as I writen fynde

Of* hire prayere and god to loue and drede

Besechinge him to kepe hire maydenhede / 126

(19)

And what* jjis mayden schulde vnto a man 127

y-weddcd be jjat* was ful 3ong* of* age

Which |)at y-cleped was valerian

And jjc day was comen of^ hire mariage 130

Sche fil deuoute and humble /in hire corage

Vnder hire robe of* gold ]?at* sat* ful faire

And next* hire fleissh sche clad hire in an haire 133
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(20)

And whiles ]>e Orgies maden melodye 134

To god allone ])us in herte sang^ sche

O lord ni}"" soule and eeli^ my body gye

Ynwemmed lest* Jiat^ I confoundid be 137

And for his lone jjat^ deyde vpon a tre

Euery secounde or j>ridde day sche faste

Ay byddyng^ in hire orisons ful faste 140

(21)

The niglit^ com and to bedde sche moste gon 141

AYi]) hire housbonde as often is pQ manere

And pryuely sche sayde to him anon

swete and wel biloiied spouse dere 144

Ther is a counseil and ^e Avolde it here /

Which ))at^ right^ fayn I wol vnto 30U sayn

So )jaf 36 me assure it^ nought^ to bewrayn [ifi72, bk] 147

(22)

Valerian gan faste / vnto hire swere 148

That^ for no cas ne jjing^ jjat^ mighte be

he scholde for no jjing^ nener bywreyen hire

And Jjanne at^ erst^ Jjus to him sayde sche 151

1 haue an aungel which Jjat* lone]? me

That^ wi]j gret' loue whejje?* so I wake or slepe

Is redy ay my body for to kepe 154

(23)

And if* jjat* he may felen out of drede 155

[that ye me touche / or loue in vilonye [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14]

he right anoon wol sle yow / with the dede

and in youre youthe / thus shul ye die 158

and if that ye / in clene loue me guye]

he wolde 30U loue as me for ^our clennesse

And schewe 30U of* his ioye and his brightnesse IGl
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(24)

valerian corrected as god wolde 1C2

Answerde a3ein if^ I schal truste to pe /

let^ me ])at^ aungel see and him biholde

And i^ IpSit it a verray aungel be 165

Tlianne wol I don as ]}on liast^ i^reyed me

And if* fiou loue ano])er man for so])e /

Kiglit* wi]) pis swerd I wol sle 30U l)oJ)o 1G8

(25)

Cecily answerde anon in ]?is wise 169

If-* ])'dV 3011 luste ])£iV aungel schul 30 se

So p-dV 3e trowe on crist* and 3()U baptise

Go]) for]) to via apia quod sche 1 1 2

])at* from ftis toun ne stant^ by myles pre /

And to |?e pouere folkes \)df Ipeve dwelle /

Hey hem right* ])us as ]5at/ I schal 30U telle / 175

(26)

Telle hem ]?at I CecDe 30U to hem sent 176

To schewen 30U ])e goode vrban pe olde

tfor secre needes and fro good entent*

And whan ])af 36 seint vrban han byholde / 179

Telle him ])& wordes whiclie ])afc* I 30U tolde /

And whan ])at* he haj) purged 30U from synne

])anne schal 30 see IpaV aungel er 3e twynne 182

(27)

Valerian is to jjat* place y-gon 183

And right;* as him was taught* by his lernyng*

he foiid ])is holy Yrban ])er anon

Among* Jiese seyntes buriels lotyiiig* .i. latitaws 186

And he anon wi])Oute tarying* [leaf 173]

Dide his message and whan he hadde tolde

Yrban for ioye gan his handes vpholde 189
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(28)

The teeres from liis eylien leet^ lie falie /
190

Almiglity god Ihesu. crist qyod he

Sowere of* chaste counseille and herde of^ vs alle

j?e fruyt^ of^ ])ilke seed of^ cliastite /
193

]jat^ J70U hast^ sowe in Cecile talv^ to jje

Lo y-like a busy bee wijjoute gyle

The serucj? ay j?in oiighne jjralle Cecile 196

(29)

% ffor ])ilke spouse jjat* sche toli^ but^ now / 197

Iful like a fiers leoii sche sendej? heere /

As meke as eny lambe was to ^ow /

And wij) ]?af word anon Jier gan apeere / 200

An olde man clad wijj white clojjes cleere

And hadde a book^ wijj lettms of gold in honde

And gan biforn Valerian to stonde 203

Valerian as deed fel doun for drede 20-i

Whan he liim saugh and him vp hente ]?o

And on his boolc^ right* J)us he gan to rede /

lord feij? o god wi])oute mo^ ^Et lamentat* 207
^ A. • 1 1^1 r> T 1 C'* ^^'^ next line}

Or cristendom and iader or al also

Abouen alle and ouer alle euery where

This wordes alle with golde writen were / 210

(31)

Whan J}is was rad jjan sayde )5is olde man 211

leeuesf Ipou Jjis l^ing* or no sey ^e or nay

1 lecue alle )jis J?ing< ]?an Jiis [quod tho Valerian ^^^ ^%i
for sotlier thing than this /] I dar Avel say 21-1

Vnder ]?e heuene no wight/ no fenke may

]>o vanyssched pe olde man he nyste where

And pope vrban him cristncd right* ]>ere 217
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(32)

Valerian go]) lioni and seint^ Cecile,,x::^^^^^r^
Ll^p5^^''^^^

"VYiJ?inne his chambre an aungel stands^ of the ''/'^

])is aungel hadde of* Rose and of* lylie V ^ E. S I T V
Corounes tuo j?e which he bar in hande q-^, 22 v
And ferst* to Cecile as I vnderstande /^TpQIl'Si^ -

'

he 3af* jjaf oon and after gan he take ' [leaf ns, back]

])at^ ojjcr to Valerian hire make 224

(33)

With body clene and wij? vnwe??zniyd \o^^i /
225

kepe]) ay wel ])is corounes c\iiodi he

ffroni paradys to 30U haue I hem brou3t<

Ke neuer more schulle )jey roten be 228

H Ne leese here swete sauour triiste]? me

Ne neuere wight* schal seen hem wif) his yhe

But* he be chaste and hate vilonye /
231

(34)

And |)ou valerian for |iou so sone 232

Assentedest* to good counseil also

Sey what* ])e luste and |?ou schalt^ haue ])j bone /

I haue a brojjer quod valerian
J}0

235

jjat* in ])is world I loue no man so

I pray 30U J)at* my brojjer may han grace

To knowe ])e trouj^e as I do in j?is [place] 238

(35)

The aungel answerde god like]) ^oure requests 239

And boJ)e with J)e palme of* martirdome

3e schulle come vnto ])e blisful feste

And wi]) ])at* word Tiburce his hm^er come 242

And whan ])at* he ])e sauour vndernome

Which ])at* ])e roses and ])e lylies caste /

W"i])inne his herte he gan to wondre faste /
245
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(36)

And seyde in J)is tyme I wondre of^ Jje ^eere 246

Whenne ]jis swote sauoiir come]) so /

And E-osis and lilyes IpaV I snielle lieere

Ifor JjougR I hadde hem in myn hondes tuo " 249

The sauonr might in me no deppere go

]78 swete smelle ])a,V in myn herte I fynde

ha]? chaunged me al in miolpei' kinde 252

(37)

valerian sayde tuo corounes han we 253

Snow whit^ and Rose Reed ])at^ schyne]j cleere

"Which )?at* ])in yhe ha]? no might^ to see

And as ]70ii smellest^ hem ])orugh my preyere 256

So schalt^ ])ou seen hem leeue brofier deere

If it/ so be |)at* })on wolt^ wijjouten skou]3e

Bileeue aright* and knowe verray trou]5e [leafi:*] 259

(38)

Tiburce answerde saist"* ]?oii ]}is to me 260

In so})nesse or in drem herkne 3e pis

In dremes q^iiod valerian han we be

vnto J)is tyme bro]}er myn y-wys 263

Biit^ noAV af erste oure tron])e dwellyng^ is

how wost^ Ipou quod Tiburce and in wliat^ wyse
/

Quod valerian fat* I schal ])e deuyse
/

266

(3-9)

))e aungel of* god hajj me ]?e trou]?e y-taught 267

Which thou schalt* seen if* ])at* ])ou Avolt* reneye

Jje ydolis and be clene and elles naught*

And of* ])e miracles of* ]?ise corounes tweye 270

Seint* ambrose in his preface lust to seye

Solempnely ])is noble doctor deere

Comendi]) it/ and sai]) in ])is maneere 273
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(40)

The palme of martirdom for to receyue 27-i

Seint* Cecile fuliilde of* goddes 3ifte

]?e worlde and eek* liire chambre gan sche weyue

Witnesse Tiburce and Cecyles schrifte/ 277

To which god of^ his bounte wolde schifte

CoTOunes two of* floures wel smellynge /

And made f)e aungel hem po corounes brynge 280.

(«)

IT ]?e mayde ha]) brought ])ise men to blisse abouo 281

The world ha]) wist* what* it* is worj) certeyn

Deuocion of* chastite to lone

])0 schewed him Cecile open and pleyn 284

That* alle ydolis nys bnt* ])ing* in veyn

ffor pej ben dombe and ])er-to })ey ben dene

And charged him his ydolis for to leue 287

(42)

IT AVlio IpaV \)\s trowej) not* a beste he is / 288

Quod ])o Tiburce if* ])at* I schal not* lye

Sche gan Jjanne kisse his breste and ])at herde J)is

And was ful glad he cou])e trou])e asj)ye 291

This day take })e for myn allye

Seyde ])is blisful mayde fair and deere

ffor after ])at* sche sayde as 30 may heere 294

(43)

Lo right* so })e loue of crist* quod sche [leaf 174, back] 295

made me J)in bro])(?res wyf* right* in ]7at* wyse

Anoon for myn allye here take I ])q

SiJ)enes ])at* ])0u wolt^ ])ine ydolis despise [» ink spin over thepage'\

Go with j)y bro])er now and ])e baptise /

And make ])e clene so pat* })ou mayst* beholde

))e aungels face of* which ])y bro])er tolde 301
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(44)

Tiburce answcrde and seyde hYo])er deerc 302

fferst telle me wliider I sclial and to wliat man

To whom quod he com for]? with right good-cheere

I wol J?e lede vnto Jje poi^e vrban 305

To Vrban brojjer myn Yalerian

Quojj J:o Tiburce wilt^ ]}oii me j^ider lede

'Me jjiukej) ]?at^ it Yv^ere a wonder dede • 308

(45)

51 Kemenest jjou nou3t^ vrban quod he jjo 309

That is so ofte dampned to be deed

And Avonej? in halkes to & fro /

And dar nou3t^ ones putte for]? his heed 312

INIen schulle him brenne in a lir so reed

If^ j?at he were founde if"* jjat men might* him spye

And we also paV here him company

e

315

(46)

And whiles we seken ])ilke diuinyte 316

]}at is y-hyd in heiiene priuely

Algate y-brent in ]?is world schul we be

To whom Cecile answerde bodyly 319

Men mighte drede wel and skilfully

])is lyf* to lese 'myn owne deere brojjer

3' if* pis were lyuynge oonly and non oj:er 322

(47)

But* per is bettere lyf* in o))er place 32S

]>at neuer schal be lost ne drede pe nought^

Which goddes sone vs tolde ])orugh hi* grace

[that the fadris sone / hath al thing wrought t^s Arck Ssid,

and al tnat Avrought is / w^ith a skilful thought

the goost that from the fader / gan procede

hath souled hem / withouten eny drede

.

329
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(48)

IT By worde & bi myracle / godis sone [MS Arch. Seid. b. 14]

"vvliaii lie was in this world / declared here

that ther was other liff / there men may wone

to whom answerde Tyburce / sustc'r dere 333

ne seidist thow right now / in this manere

ther nas but god / lord in sothiastnesse

and now of thre / how maist thow here witnesse

.

336

IT That shal I teUe quod she or that I go]
^J^l^f,],^^^f-^-^^

Eight^ as a man haj? sapiences Jjre /

Memorie Ingenie and Intellecte also

So in o beynge of* diuynite /
340

Thre persones right^ wel ])er may be

Tho gan sche him besyliche preche /

OX"' cristes come, and of^ his peynes teche [leaf 175] 345

(30)

And many poyntes of his passion 314

how goddes sone in jjis world was wijjholde

To do mankynde pleyn remission

That' was y-bounde in synne and cares colde 347

Al ]?is Jjing' sche A^nto Tibnrce tolde

And after J?is Tibnrce in good entent

To pope vrban wij) Valerian he went 350

(51)

which, j^anked god and wi|) glad herte & light* - 35

1

he cristned him and made him in ]?at place

Parfyf in his lyuynge goddes knight*

And after j^is Tibnrce gat such grace 354

Jjaf enery day he seyh in tyme and space

fe aungel of god and ensry maner bone

fat"* he god asked iV was sped fni sone 357
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SIX-TEXT 540

GROUP G. § 1. SECOND NUN's TALE. CorpUS MS.

(52)

IT It^ were ful hard by ordre for to seyn 358

liow many wondres ihesn for liiiii wrou3t^

Eut^ atte laste to telle schort^ and pleyn)

]je sergeaunt^ of' jje toun of^ Eome hem souglit* 361

And hem byforn Almache jje prouost^ brought^

Which hem opposede and knew al here entente

And to ]>Q ymage of^ Iiibiter he hem sent / 364

(53)

And sayde who so wol not^ Sacrilise 305

Swap of-^ his heed pis is my sentence heere /

Anon )jise martires ]?at^ I 30U deuyse /

On Maximius p'dV was an officere / 368

Of^ Jje Prefectis and of* Corniculere

hem hente and when he for]? jje seintes ledde

himself^ he weep for pile ])at* he hadde 371

(54)

IT Whan maximine hadde lierde J)e seintes lore / 372

he gat* hem of"* |)e tormentoures leue /

And hadde hem in his hous wi]?onte more

And Avi]? here prechyng* er paV it/ were eiie 375

Jjey gonne from J)e tormentowrs to reue /

And from j\Iaximiz/.>' and from his folk* ilkon

]?e false fei]) to trowe in god allon 378

(55)

Cecile cam whan it* was woxen night* [leaf 175. back] 379

Wij? prestes J)at* hem cristned alld in feere

And aftirward . Avhan day was waxen light

Cecile hem sayde wi]? a sobre chere 382

Now cristes owne knightes leeue and deere

Caste]) alle a wey ]?e werkes of* derknesse /

And armej? 30U in armure of* lightnesse 385

CORPUS 390 (6-T. 510)
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(56)

^e han forso|?e ydon grete batailie 386

3onre is doon 301116 feij? han 36 coiiseriied

Go]j to ]je coroune of^ lyf^ ])a.V may 110113^ faille

\>Q rightful luge which jjat 36 han [served j^ms ArcK 389

shal yeue hit yow / as ye han it] deserued

And whan ]?is ])ing^ was sayd as I deuyse

men ladde hem forth to don j)e sacrilise / 392

(57)

But^ whan ]>ey were vnto pe place y-brou3t / 393

To telle schortly Jie conclusion

jjey nolde encense no sacrifice right non3t^

But^ on here knees j^ey setten hem adoun 396

Wijj humble herte and sad deuocion

And losten bo]?e here hedes in Ipe place

here soules wenten to j^e kyng^ of grace 399

(58)

This maximius ]?at^ say ]7is ]?ing* betyde / 400

Wi)) pitous tales tolde it/ anon right*

|)at* he here soules saugh to heuen glyde

With aungels ful of* clernes and of^ light* 403

And wi]3 his word conuerted many a wight*

ffor which Almachus dede him so to bete

Wi]) whippe of leed til he his lyf* gan lete / 406

(59)

Cecile him tool^:* and buried him anon 407

Ey Tyburce and Valerian softely

Wi]}inne hire heryinge place vnder ])e ston

And after ]}is Almachius hastily 410

Bad his mynistres fecchen openly

Cecile so sche mighte in his p?'esence

Do sacrifice and lubite?- encense 4 1

3
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(60)

But Jjey conuertid J)orugli hire wise lore 414

Wepten sore and ^aueii credence /

Ynto hire word and cryden more and more [leaf i76]

Crisf goddes sone wi]?outen difference 417

his verray god ])is is alle oure sentence

jjat* haj) so good a se/'iiailt* him to serue

J?us wi]) 00 vois we trowe pey^ we sterue 420

(61)

Almachius ])at lierde al pis speking^ 421

13ad fecche Cecilc J^at^ he might^ hir se

And aljjer first* lo jjis was his askyng*

AVhat* maner wo??iman artow po quod he / 424

I am a gentil wo???man born quod sche /

I aske quod he ))0ii3 it pa greue

Of* pin religion and of* ]?in byleeue 427

(62)

AYhi ))anne hygan 3oure question folily 428

Quod sche paV ^voldest^ tuo answers conclude /

In 00 demaunde 30 askide lewedly

Almachie answerde to p^f similitude / 431

£of whens cometh thin answere / so rude] [ms Arch. Seid. b. 14]

Of* wh.e?2nes qiiod sche . whan paf sche was refreyned

Of^ conscience and of good fei]? vnfeyned 434

(03)

Almachius sayde takest* jjou non heede / 435

Of |)in answere and sche him answerde Jius

3oure might* quod sche litel is to drede /

ffor eue?*y mortel mannes power nys 438

But* y-like a bladdre ful of* wynd y-wys /

ffor wip a neldis poynt/ when paV is blowe

may al pe host* of* it* be leyd ful lowe / 441

COllPUS 392 (6-T. 542)
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,
(64)

fful wrongfully bigan |jou (]uod lie 442

And 3iti^ in wrong* is J?in p^rseuerance

Wost* ])ou nou^f how oure mighty prmces fre

Ben J)us comazmdid and maken ordinannce 445

That euery cristne wight* schal han pena?ince

But* if* Jjat* he his cristendoni wi))-seye

And gon al quyt* if* he wol if receyue 448

(65)

% ^ouvQ, princes erren as ^oiire noblen doth 449

Quod Jjo Cecile / and a wood sentence

je make vs gulty and it nys nou3t soj)

ftor 30 fat* knowen wel oure Innocence 452

ffor as moche as we don a reue^'ence [leaf 176, backj

To crist* , and for we here a cristene name

36 putte on vs a cryme and eelv* a blame 455

(66)

But* we })at* knowen Jjilke name so 456

ffor vertuous we may it* not* say

Almachie answerde chese on of* ]jise tuo

Do sacrifice or cristendoni reneyne 459

Jjat* jjou mow now skapen by pat* wey

At* which Jje holy blisful mayde

gan for to laughe and to J?e luge sche sayde 462

(67)

luge confuse in jjy iiycete 463

Wolt* jjou J)at* I reneye Innocence /

To make me a wicked wight* quod sche

loo he clissimilejj here in audience / 466

he stare)? and woode]? in his aduertence

To whom almachius Ynseely wrecche /

I^e Avosi"* J30U nought* how fer my might* may strecche 469
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(68)

ha]7 nought* cure mighty prince to me y-3oiien 470

^e bojje power and auctorite /

To make folk* to deyen and to lyuen

Why spekest* jjou so proudly jjenne to me 473

I ne speke it* nou^t* but* stedefastly quod sche /

Nought* proudly for I say as for my syde

I hate dedly jjilke vice of* pryde 476

(69)

51 And if* jjou drede nou3t* a sojj to heere 477

jjan wol I schewen al openly by right*

That* pou hast/ maad a ful gret* lesyng* heere

J)0u sayst* ]jy princes han 3eue Jje might* 480

Bo|)e to sleen and eek* for to quike a wight*

J)ou |?at* ne mayst* but* oonly lyf* here byreue

Jjan nast* Jje?*to neyjjer power ne leeue 483

(70)

But* |)ou mayst* see ]?in princes han \>e maked 484

Ministre of* de]) for if* jjou speke of* mo /

Jjou lyest* for
Jjy

power is ful naked

Do wey Jiy boldenesse/ seyde almachius ]jo 487

And sacrifice to oure goddes or two [leaf 177]

I ne recche nou3t* what* wrang* Jjat* J)ou me profre -

.

ffor I can suffre if as a philosophre 490

(71)

But* j?ilke wronges may I nought* endure 491

]jat* J)ou spekest* of* oure goddes here quod he /

Cecile answerde nyce creature

jjou saydest* no word syns Jjou speeke to me 494

Jjat* I ne knewe jjerwith
J?y nycete

And jjat* J>ou were in euery raaner wyse /

A lewed officer and a vein lustise 497

CORPUS 394 (6-T. 544)
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(72)

))er lacke]? no])ing^ to Jjin vtter yhen 498

])af ])ou nart^ blynd for ]>ing* jjat we seen dlle

That* is a ston yt^ men wel may aspyen

That ilke ston a god jjoii wilt^ it calle 50-1

I rede ]?e let^ Jjin hond vpon it* falle

And taste it* wel and stoon ]jou sclialf it fynde /

Syns jjat* |)ou sixt* it nought* wij? ])in y^en blynde / 504

(73)

It is a schame fiat* |)e poeple schaii 505

So skorne Jje and lawhe at*
Jjy

folye /

Ifor comunely wo?7imen woot* it wel ouer al

J?at* mighty god is in his heuene^ hihe 608

And jjese ymages wel fianne mayst* jjoii aspye

To Jje ne to hemself* may Jjey not* p?*ofyte ;.

fFor in here effecte Jjey be not* worjj a myte 511

(74)

]7is and such o]>er wordes seyde sche / 512

and he wax wrojj and bad j^ey schulde hire lede /

home to hire hous and in hire hous quod he

Brenne hire in a fire wijj fla??2mes reede 615

And as he bad right* so was don in dede

And in a bathe jjey gan hire faste scheten

And night* and day gret* fuyr vnder Jjey beetyn 518

(75)

Al ])e longe night* and eek* J)e day also / 519

ifor alle ])e fuyr and eek* jje bajjes hete /

Sche satte al colde and felt* of* it/ no wo

Ne made hire a drop nou3t* for to swete / 522

But* in Jjat* bajje hire lyf* sche moste lete /

ffor he Almachie wijj ful wikked entent* [leaf 177, back]

To slen hure in Jje bath his sonde sent 525

CORPUS 395 (6-T. 545)



SIX-TEXT 546
GROUP G. § 1. SECOND XUN's TALE. CoipUS MS.

(76)

jjre strokes in j)e necke he smofr hire ])o 526

The tormeiito2^r but* for no maner chaunce

lie might^ nof smyten al hire necke a tuo

And for jjer was jjaf tyme an ordynaunce 529

That no man scholde do man such penance

J)e ferjje stroot to smyten softe or sore

jjis tormentoz^r ne durste nomore 532

(7)

Buf half* ded wij) hire necke koruen jjere / 533

he laff hir lye and in his way he went*

])e cristne folke whiche abouten hire were /

Wij) scheetes home ful faire hire henf 536

Jjre dayes lyued sche in ])is torment

And neuer cessed hem pG feij) to teche

J>at* sche hadde fostred hem sche gan to preche 539

(78)

And hem sche ^aff* liire moebles and hire j^ing^ 540

And to ]?e pope vrban bitot hem ])o /

And sayde jjus I askede jjis of* heuen king^

To haue respyf |jre dayes and no mo / 543

To recomande to 30U er fiat* I go

Jjise soules lo and paV I mighte do "wirche

here of* myn hous perpetuelliche a chirche 546

(79)

Seint vrban wij) his deaknes priuely 547

The body fette and buried it by niglite

Among* his ojjere seintes honestely

hire hous pe chirche of* seint* Cecile highte 550

SejTit* vrban halwed it* as he Avel mighte

In pe which in to pis day in noble wyse /

Men don to cryst* and to his seintz seruise 553

^ Here ende]j Seint* Ceciles Tale /
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[on leaf in, back'} ^ Hw incipit^ fabula Canonici

iian ended was pe lyf* of* seinf Cecile

Er we fully liadde rydeii fyiie myle

At^ Boghtofi viider pe blee . vs gan atake /

A man pat' clojjed was in clojjes blake 557

And vnder paf he liadde a whit* surplys

his hakeney Jiat^ was al pomel grys [leafiTS]

So swette Jjaf it* wonder was to see

IV semed he hadde priked myles Jire 561

jje hors eek* jjaf his ^oman rood vpon

So swette Jjat* vnnejje mighte he gon

Aboute J?e peytrel stood jje fooni ful hi3e

he was of* fome al flekked as a pye 565

A male twyfold on his croper lay

If semed jjat^ he caryed lytel aray

Al light* for somer rood |)is worjjy man

And in myn herte wondren I bygan 569

What* jjat* he was til paV I vnderstood

how jjat* his cloke Avas sewed to his hood

ffor which whan I longe hadde avised me /

I demed him som chanoil for to be /
573

his hat* hyng* at* his bak* doim by a las /

Ifor he hadde ryde more fian trot* or pas /

he hadde ay priked lyk* as he were wood

A clote leef* he hadde vnder his hood 577

ffor swot* and for to kepe his heed from hete

But* it/ was ioye for to seen him swete /

his forhed dropped as a stillatorie

Were ful of* plaunteyne and of* peritorie 581
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And whan j^at^ lie cam he bigan to crye 582

God saue C]Uod he J?is loly companye

ffaste haue I priked (\uod he for ^oure sake

By cause jjat^ I wolde 3011 ouertake / 585

To ryden in |)is merye companye

His 3oman eek^ was ful of curtesj'e

And sires now in Jje morwe tyde /

Out* of* ^oure ostellerye I say3 30U ryde 589

And warned heer my lord and my souerayn

Which ))at* to ryde wi]? 30U is ful fayn

ffor his disport* he louejj daliaunce

ffrend for \j warnyng* god 3iue J)e good chaunce 593

Sayde oure oost* certes it^ Avolde seeme /

Thy lord were wys and so I may wel deme / Deaf ns, back]

he is ful iocunde also dar I lay

Kan he ought* telle a merye tale or tway 597

Wijj which he glade may Jjis companye

Who sire . my lord • 36 36 wijjoute lye

he can of merjje and eek* of* lolite

l^ought* but* ynough also sire truste]) to me 601

And 3e him knewe als wel as do I

36 wolde wondre how wel and jjriftyly

he cou}ie werke and ]?at* in sondry wyse

he ha]) take on him many sondry aprise 605

Which were ful hard for eny jjat* is heere /

To bringe aboute but* ]?ey of* him it* lere
/

As homely as he ryt* amonges 30U

If* 3e him knewe it* wolde be 30ure prow
/ 609

36 nolde not* forgon his aqueintance

ffor mochil good I dar leye in balance

Al J)at* I haue my possession

he is a man of* heigh discrecioii 613

I warne 30U wel he is a passynge man

Wel quo)j oure host* I pray ]?e telle me J?an

Is he a Clerk* or noon telle Avhat* he is

Nay he is gretter jjan a clerk* y-wys 6 1

7
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Seyde 36 ^oinan and in wordes fewe 618

Osf and of his craff somwhat' I wol 30U schewe

I say my lord can such a sotilte

But^ alle his crafte 36 may not* wite at* me 621

And somwhat* helpe I 3it* to his worchinge

That* al J)is ground which ]jat* we hen on rydynge

Til ]?at* we come to Caunturhury toun

he coujje al clene turne it/ vp se doun) 625

And pane it* al of* siluer and of* gold

And whan Jjis 3oman hadde ]?us y-told

vnto oure hoost* // he seyde benedicite

J?is jjing* is wonder merueylous to me 629

Sijjens J?at* ]?i lord is of* so heigh prudence /

By cause of* which men scholde him reuerence / [leaf 179]

That* of* his worschipe rekkejj he so lyte

his ouer sloppe / nys nou3t^ worj? a myte / 633

As in effecte to him so mote I go

It* is al baudy and to-tore also

Whi is J)i lord so sluttissche I j?e prey

And is of* power better clojjes to bey 637

If* paf his dede acorde wi])
Jjy speche

Telle me ])at and ])at* I ))e byseche /

Why quod )?is 3eman wherto aske 36 me /

God help me so for he schal neuer y-the 641

But* I wol not* avowe jjat* I say

And ]?erfore kepe it secre I 30U pray

he is to wys in faij) as I bileeue

And ])at* is ouer doon it* nyl not* preue 645

And right* as clerkes sein it* is a vice /

Wherfore in fat* I holde him lewed and nyce

ffor whan a ma[n] ha]) ouer gret* a witt

fful often it happe]) to mysvsen it* 649

So do}) my lord and pat me greue]) sore

God it* amende I can seye now no more

Ther-of* no fors goode 3oman quod oure hoost*

Si]?ens of* j)e connyng* of jjy lord J)Ou woost 653
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Telle how he do
J?

I pray pe hertely 654

Sijjens ]pai^ he is so crafty and so sly

"Wher dwellen 36 if^ to telle be

In Subarbes of a toun quod lie 657

liirkyng^ in hemes and in lanes blynde

Where )?ise Robbers and jjeeues be kynde

holden here preuy ferfiil resydence

As ])ay ])aV diir nat^ schewe here presence 661

So fare we if^ T schal saye pe sojie

3it^ qiiod oure hoste lat' me talke to]je

Why art^ ])ou discoloured on ])j face

Peter q^iod he god 3iue hifc^ harde grace 665

I am so vsed in ])e fyre to blowe

That^ it ha]) chaunged my colour as I trowe [leaf 179, back]

I nam nat* wont^ in niyrour to prye

Eut^ swynke sore and lerne to multiplye 669

AVe bloundren euer and pouren in ]?e fyr

And for al j^at* we faillen of* oure desir

Ifor euer we lacken oure conclusion

To moche folk^ we ben but^ Illusion 673

And borwe gold be if a pound or tuo

Or ten or twelue or manye so7??mes mo

And make hem wenen atte leste weye

])SiV of* a pound we couj^e make tweye 677

3it* is it* fals and ay we han good hope

It* for to don and after if we grope

But* jjat* science is so fer vs biforn

We mowe not* al Jjough we hadde it* sworn 681

It* ouertake it* ' slyf awey so faste [' a second it fc-atcht ouf]

If wole us make beggeres atte laste

Whil ])is 3oman was J?us in J)is talking*

jjis chanoii drough him ner and herde alle ]?ing* 685

Which Jjaf ])is 3oman spak^ for suspecion

Of* mennes speche euere hadde jjis Chanoii

ffor Caton seith he J)af gulty is

Deme]) alle ))ing-* be spoke of* him ywys 689

CORPUS 400 (6-T. 550)



SIX-TEXT 551

GROUP G. § 2. 2*'° NUN-CAN.-YEOMAN LINK. CorpUS MS.

By cause of* ^paV he gan so neigh to drawe /
690

his 3oman . Jjat* he herde alle his sawe /

And J)us he sayde vnto his 3oman ]?o

liolde now ]}j pees and speke wordes no mo /
G93

ffor if* Jiou dosf J?ou schaltf^ it dere abye

Thou sclaundrest* me here in Jjis coniiDaignye

And eet discouerest^ jjat^ ]:)ou scholdesf hyde

^ee ciuod oure hoost^ telle on what' so betyde 697

Of* alle J?is jjretyng^ recche I naf a niyte

I faij? quod he no more do I but* a lite

And whan J?is Chanoil say it' wolde naf be

Buf his 3onian wolde telle his priuyte 701

he fiedde away for verray sorwe and schame /

A quod jje 3oman here schal aryse a game [leafiso]

Al ])SlV I can anon right/ wol I telle

Si|5ens he is gon ])e foule feend him quelle / 705

ffor neuer her after wol I wijj him mete

ffor peny ne for pound I 30U biheete
/

he ))af me broughte fersf vnto J?at game /

Er ]}af he deye sorwe liaue he and schame 709

ffor if is ernesf to me by my fay])

That* feele I wel what so eny man saijj /

And ^iV for al my smerf and al my greef'

ffor al my sorwe labour and mescheef* 713

I coujje neuer leue it in no wyse

Now wolde god ni}^ witt/ mighte sufifise

To tellen al paV longe]) to pat arf

Buf najjeles -^iV wol I telle a parf 717

Sy])ens Ipaf my lord is gon I wol nof spare

Such J^ing' as I knowe I wol declare /

[No hreaJc in the MS.]
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[r//^^ PREAMBLE.]

With ]jis chanon dwelled haue I seuen 3eer

And of" his science am I neuer J?e neer 721

Al ]?af I hadde I haue y-lost^ jjerby

And god wot^ so hane many mo ]?an I

jjer I was wont^ to be righf freissch and gay

Of< clojjing^ and of' good array 725

Now may I were an hose vpon myn heed

And wher my colour was bojje freissh and reed

Now is it' wan and of a ledene hewe

Who so it vseth sore schal he rewe 729

And of my swynk* ^if blered is myn y^e

lo which auauntage it is to multiplye

Thaf slydynge science hajj me maad so bare

That* I haue no good where Jjaf euer I fare 733

And ^if I am endetted so ))er by

Of* gold ])at/ I haue borwed trewely

jjaf whil I lyue I schal if quite neuere /

laf euery man be war by me for euere 737

What maner man Jjat caste]? him Jjerto

If* he continue I holde his jjrifte y-do peafiso, back]

So help me god ))er-by schal he nof wynne

But* empte his purs and make his wittes Jjinne 741

And whan he Jjorugh his madnesse and folye

haj) losf his owne good ]?orugh lepardye

]?anne he excite]? o])er men ])ei'tc>

To lese here good as himself' ha}) do 745

ffor vnto schrewes loye it is and ese

To haue here felawes in peyne and disese
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Thus was I ones lerned of' a clerk*

Of* ]?at* no charge I wol speke of* oure werk" 749

Whan we ben ])ere as we schnlle exercise

Oure eluyssh^ craft* i we semen wonder wise

Oure termes ben so clergeal and so queynte

I blowe ]?e fuyr . til j^at* niyn herte feynte 753

What* scholde I telle eche p^-oporcioii

Of* )?inges whiche J)at* we worchen vppon

As on fyue or sixe vnces may wel be

Of* siluer or of-* som ojjer quantite
'

757

And besye me to telle 30U J?e names

Of-* Opyment* brent* bones yren squames

Thaf in to poudre grounden ben ful smal

And in an erjjen pot* how )jat put* is al 761

And salt* y-put* in and also paupere

Bifore fise poudres pat* I speke of* here

And wel y-couered wi]? a laumpe of* glas

And of' muche o])er jjing* what* jjat* jjer was 765

And of J?e pot* and glas englutyng*

That* of^ ]je aier mighte passe no ])ing<

And of* ])e esy fyr and smert* also

Which ]?at* was mad and of* pe care and wo 769

Jjat* we hadde in oure matiers sublymynge

And amalgamynge and Calcenynge

Of* quyk syluer y-cleped mercuric crude

ffor alle oure sleightes we can nou3t conclude 773

Oure orpymed and subhmed mercuric

Oure groimde litarge eek on j^e porphirie [leafisi]

Of' ech of* ])ise of vnces a certayn

Nou3t* helpe]) vs oure labour is in vain 777

Ne eek* oure spixites ascencio?zn

JSTe eek* oure matieres ]?at* lyn al fixe a do?ai

Mowen in oure werkynge no j^ing* vs auayle

ffor lost* is alle oure labour and trauaile 781

And al ]?e cost* on twenty deuele wey

Is lost* also which we vpon it* ley

CORPUS 403 (6-T. 553)



SIX-TEXT 554
GROUP G. § 3. CAN.-YEOMAN 'a PREAMBLE. CorpUS MS.

)ier is also many anojier Ipmg/

Jjat^ is to oure crafte aperteynyng^ 785

jjougfi I by ordre hem here ne reherse can

By cause jjat" I am a lewed man

^if wol I telle hem as pej come to mynde

Though I ne kan nat< sette hem in here kynde 1S9

As boole armonyak^ verdegres Boras

And sondry vesseles made of erjie and glas

Oure vrinales and oure descensories

Violes creseletes and sublimatories 793

Concurbites and Alembykes eeke

And ojier swiche deere ynough a leeke

Nat^ neede]) it/ to rehersen hem alle

Wateres Rubysynge and boles galle 797

Arsynek* Sal armonyak^ and Brjnnston

And herbes coujje I telle eet many oon

As Egrymoyne Valerian and lunarie

And olpev suche if* jjat* me luste tarie SOI

Oure laumpes brennyng* holpe niglif and day

To bringe aboute oure craft* if ]}at* we may

Oure fornays eke of Calcynaciofi

And of watres albyficacioii 805

vnslekked lym challc* and glaire of an ey

Poudres dyuers aisshes dong* pisse and cley

Seryd pokettes Sal petre and vitriole

And diuerse fyres made of woode and cole 809

Salt* tartre Alcaly and Salt* p?'eparat

And combust* matieres and coagulat [leaf i?i, back]

Cley maad wijj horses or mannes heer and oyle

Of tartre alym glas berme wort* and argoyle 813

Kysalgar and ojjer matieres enbykynge

And eet of oure matieres encorporynge

And ee\^ of Siluer Citrynacion

Oure sementynge and fermentacioii 817

Oure Ingotes testes and many mo

I wol 30U telle as was me taught* also /
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]7e foure spirites and J)e bodyes seiiene /

By ordre ofte as I lierde my lord neuene 821

The fyfte spirit qiiyk' siluer called is

J)e seconde orpiiiieiit , J?e jjridde y-wys

Sal armonial-:^ and ]je ferpe bremston

The bodyes seuene eek* lo hem heere anon 825

Sol gold is and lima siluer we threpe /

Mars yren mercuric quyk syluer we clepe

Saturn?is leed and lubiter is tyn

And venus Coj^ur by my fader kyn 829

This cursede craff Avho so wol exercise

he schal no good han j^af may him suffise

fFor alle j^e good he spende]? ]jer aboute

he lese schal ])er-of* haue I no doute 833

Who so Tpat* lisfc^ to outen his folye

let' him come for]) and lerne to multiplie

And euery man pat' ha]? aughf in his cofre

laf him appere and wexe a philosophre 837

As-scaunce ])aV craff is so lighf for to lere

ISTay nay god woof al be he monlv^ or frere /

Preste or Chanoii or any o])er wight

jjough he sitte af his book' bojje day and night 841

In lernyng' of* Ipis eluyssh nyce lore /

Al is in veyn and par de moche more

Is to lerne a lewed man ])is sotilte

ffy speke nou3t' Jjerof for it/ wol nof be 845

Al cowde he letterure or couJ?e he noii

As in effecte he schal fynde it al on [leaf isa]

ffor bojje tuo by my saluaciov

Concluden in multiplicacioi' 849

I-liche wel whan ])ey han alle y-do

This is to seyn ])ey faille boj^e tuo

3if for3af I to moche rehersaille

Of^ watres corosif* and of lymaille 853

Ajid of-* bodyes mollificacioii

And also of^ here induracioii
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Oyles ablucion and metalle fusible

To tellen alle wolde passen ony bible 857

Jjat^ owher is wberfore as for J?e beste

Of* alle Jjise names now wole I me reste

ffor as I trowe I haue 30U told ynougli

To reysen a feende loke lie neuer so rougli 861

A nay let* be ]?y philosophies ston

Elixir cleped we seclien faste echoon

ffor hadde we him jjan were we syker ynough

But* vnto god of* heuene I make avow 865

ffor alle oure craff whan we han al y-do

And al oure sleighte / he wol nof come vs to

He haj) vs maad spende moche good

ffor sorwe of^ which almost* we wexen wood 869

But* Jiat* good hope crepej) in oure herte

Supposyng* euere ])ough we sore smerte

To be releuyd by him aftirward

Supposyng* and hope is scharp and hard 873

I warne ^ou wel it* is to seken euere

]?af future temps haj? maad men disseuere

In trust* ])er-of* fram al ])at* euer fey hadde

^it^ of* ])at* art* ])ey coujje not* wexe sadde 877

ffor vnto hem it is a bitterswete

So seme]? it* for ne hadde pey but a scheete

Which ])at* ])ey mighte wrappe hem In a night

And a bat to walken in by day light* 881

jjey wolde hem sellen and spenden on jjis craft^

They can nou3t* stynte til no Jjing* be laft* [leaf 182, back]

And euermore wher jjat* euer ))ey gon

men may hem knowe by smel of* Bremston 885

ffor al ]je world Jjey stynken as a goot

here sauour is so Rammissh and so hoot*

That* jK)ugh a man from hem a myle be

That* sauour wol enfecte him truste]? me 889

lo J)us by smellyng* and by Jjred bare array

If-* ])at* men list* jjis folk* }jey knowe may
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And if* a man wol aske him priuely

Why ]?ey ben clojjed so vnjjriftily 893

Eighth anon ])ey wole rownen in his eere

And seye if^ paj aspyed were

Men wolde hem sle by cause of* here science

lo fus ])is folk* bytrayen Innocence 897

Passe ouer Jjis I go my tale vnto

Er ]jen ]?e pof be on ])e fyr y-do

Of* metals wij) a certein quantite

My lord hem tempre]} and no man but he 901

Kow he is gon. I dar say boldely

ffor as men sein he can do craftily

Algate I wot* wel he ha]? such a name

And 3it ful ofte he rennejj in ]je blame 905

And wite ^e how ful ofte it* happe]) so

The pot* tobrekej) and far wel all^ is go

))ise metals ben of* so gret* violence /

Oure walles may not make hem resistence 909

But* if* Jjey were wrou^t* of* lym and ston

j>Gj percen so and Jjoru^ Jje wal J?ey gon

And some of* hem synken in to \>e ground

fus haue we lost* by tymes many a pound 913

And so??ime are scatered al ]je floor aboute

Sowime lepen in to Jje roof* wi]}Outen doute

jjough Jjat* ]je fende nought* in oure sighte liim schewe

I trowe ]}at* he wip vs be jjat schrewe 917

In helle wher ]jat he is lord and sire /

Ne is ]?er no more woo ne angur nor Ire [leaf iss]

Whan J?at* oure pot* is broke as I haue sayd

Euery man chit* and halt* him yuel payd 921

Som seyde it* was long* on ))e fyr makyng*

Somme sayde nay it* was on jje blowyng*

])an was I fered for ]jat* was myn office

Straw quod ]je ]}ridde ^e ben lewed and nyce 925

It* was not* tempred as it* oughte be /

I^ay qiiod fe fer|)e stynt* and herkne me
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By cause oure fyr was iiaf made of^ becli

Jjat* is Jje cause iion o])er so peecli 929

I can not^ telle wlier-oii it is a loiig^

Buf wel I wot^ gret^ stiyf* is vs among^

AYliat^ quod my lord ]}er is iiomore to done /

Of ])ise periled I wil Le war eff sone /
933

I am rights syker paV ]pe poV was erased

Be as be may be ^e no ]?ing^ amased

As vsage is let^ swope \)e floor as swyjje

Pluk^ vp 30ur liK3rte and be 36 glad and blijjs 937

The mullok^ on an lieej) y-swoped was

And on jje floor cast^ a kaneuas

And al jjis mullok* in a Syue y-|)rowe

And y-sifted and y-plucked many a ])rowe 941

Parde quod oon soni what* -of oure metal

^ef is J?er heere ])ough we liaue not' alt

And jjougli j?is ]?ing^ myshapjDed ha]) as now

Ano]3er tyme it may be wel ynow 945

vs moste putto oure good in aduentiu'e /

A marchaiit* parde may not' ay endure /

Trustnej) me wel in his prospe?ite

Som tyme his good is drowned in ]je see / 949

And som tyme come]? iV sauf" vnto ])e londe

Pees quod my lord ]pG nexte tyme I wol fonde

To bringe oui'e crafte alle in ixiiolpei' j^lyt*

And but* I do sires laf me haue ])e wyte 953

Ther was defaute in somwhat* wel I woot^

Anojier seyde Jie fyr was ouer hoof [leaf iss, back]

But' be if hoof or cold I dar seye Jiis

])af we concluden eueremore amys / 957

We faille of* ])af which ])af we wolde haue /

And in oure madnesse eue?*emore we raue

A.nd whan we ben togidere euerich on

Euery man seme]) as wys as Salomon 961

Buf alle J'ing' which ])af seme]? as ])e goolde /

Is nat golde as I haue herd if tolde /
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JSTe euery appul J?at^ is fair af ye

Ne is nof good what* so men clappe or crye / 965

Eight* so lo fare]) it- amonges vs

he ])at* seniejj ])e wysest* by Ihe^^us

Is most* fool whan it* come]) to ])e preef*

And he ])at* seme]) trewest* is a })eef* 969

That schul ^e knowe er ])at* I fro 30U wende /

By fat* I of* my tale haue maad an ende

[No hreak in the MS.']

29 CORPUS 409 (6-T. o5{



SIX-TEXT 560

GROUP G. § 4. canon's-yeoman's tale. Corpus MSr

[THE TALE.]

Tlier is a chanouu) of* Eeligiozai :

Amonges vs wolde enfecte al a toim 973

JjougS. it* as gret* were as Avas Xynyue /

Eome Alisandre . Troye and ojjre j^re

Lis sleightes and his infinite falsnesse /

Jier coupe noman writen as I gesse / 977

jjongS ])at* lie miglite lyuen a jjoiLsend 3eer

In all^ ])is world of* fal[s]nesse nys his peer

ffor in Ms termes he wole him so Avj^nde

And speke his wordes in so sleigh a kynde 981

Wlian he co??zniune schal wi]j ony wight*

What* he wol make him dote anon right*

But* it* jje feend be as his seluen is /

fful many a man ha
J?
he begyled er ]?is 985

And wile if* ])at* he may lyue a Avhile /

And 3it* men ryden and gon ful many a myle

him for to sceke and haue his aqueyntance

Kou3f know}Tig* of* his false gouernance / 989

And if* ye lust* to 3iue me audience

I wol it* tellen here in 30ure presence [leafisi]

But* worschipfid Chanon religious

Xe deme]? nou3t* jjat* I sclaundre 30111 hous 993

Al jjough my tale of* a Chanon he

Of* euery ordre som schrewe is parde

And god forbede |)at* alle a compaignie

Scholde rewe a synguler mannes folye 997

To sclaundre 30U it* is not* myn entent*

But* to correcten ]?at* mys I-ment*
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This tale nas nat' oonly told for 3011

But^ eelv* for oj^er mo 30 wot^ wel how 1001

Tliat^ amonges cristes apostles twclue

Ther was no trayto?rr biit^ ludas hiniselue

jjanne why scholde Ipe remenaiit^ alle haue blame

That^ gulteles were by 3011 sey I j^e same 1005

Sauf* oonly ]?is if^ 36 wiln herkne me

If* ony ludas in 3oure couent* be

EemeueJ) him by tynie I 3011 rede

If* schame or losse may caiisen ony drede 1009

And be]} no j?ing* displesed I 3011 pray

But* in )?is caas herkiieth what* I say

]>[ london was a presf an annueler

That j^er-Inne dwelled hadde many a 3eer 1013

Which was so plesaiit / and so seruisable /

Ynto J?e wyf* wher he was at* Jje table

That* sche wolde suffre him no j?ing* for to pay

ffor bord nor clo])ing* wente he non so gay 1017

And spendyng* siluer had he right* ynough

J^er-of no force I wol procede as now /

And telle for]) my tale of^ ])e Chanoii

Jjat* brou3te J)is prest to confusion 1021

This false Chanoii cam vjDon a day

vnto ]?e prestes chambre per he lay

Eysechingi him to lene him a certeyn

Of* golde and he wold quite it* him ageyn 1025

lenejj me a mark* quod he but* dayes ]jre

And at* my day I wol it* quite fie [leaf isi. back]

And if* so be )jat* ])ou fynde me fals

Anojier day hang* me vp by ])e hals 1029

This prest* him tok* a mark* and pat* as swipe

And pis Chanoun him panked often sipe

And took* his leue and wente forth his wey

And atte pridd© day brou3t* his money 1033

And to pis prest* he took^ pis gold a3ein

Ther-of* pis prest* was glad and fayn
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Certes qiiod he no Jjing" anoye.tli me

To lene a man a noble or tuo or ]?re 1037

Or what* j'ing^ were in my possession

Wlian lie so trewe is of* condicioii

jjat* in no wise lie breke wole liis day

To swich a man I can neuer say nay 1041

"VYhat^ quod |)is Chanoii scliolde I be vntrewe

!Nay jjat^ were fiing^ fallen al of^ ]?e newe

Troii])e is a ]?ing^ J^at^ I avoI euer kepe /

Vnto ]?e day in which Ipat^ I sclial crepe 1015

in to my graue and elles god forbede

BileeneJ3 Ipis as siker as is 30iire Crede

God ]}anke I and in good tyme be it sayd

Jiat^ per was neuer man 3if enel payd 1049

flfor gold ne siluer jiaV he to me lente

Ne neuere falshede in myn lierte I mente

And sire quod he now of my priuyte

Sijjens 30 so goodlich haue ben to me 1053

And kijjed to me so gret^ gentilnesse

Soniwhat^ to cj[uite with 30ure kyndenesse

I wol 30U scliewe and if* 30U lesV to leere /

I schal it' schewe to 30U anon right' heere 1057

how I kan worchen in j)hilosophie

Take]) good heed 36 scliidn seen wel af ye

Thaf I wol don a maystry ar I go

30 quojj ]}e presf / 3e sire and wil 36 so 1061

Marie J)er of I p?'«y 30U hertily

Af 3C)ure comaiindeme?^^ sire trewely Oeafiss]

Quo]) ])e Chanoii and elles god forbede

lo how ])is ])eef cou])e his seruise beede 1065

fful so]) if is ]»af such ^^rofred seruise

StynkeJ) as witnessen Jjise olde wise

And Jjaf ful sone I wol it* verefj'e

In J)is Chanon is roote of alle treccherie 1069

"pSiV eueremore delyf ha]) and gladnesse/

Suche feendly ])oughtes in his lierte impresse /
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how cristes poeple lie may to mescliief^ Lringe

God kepe vs from his fals dissimilynge 1073

What* wiste j?is presf wijj whom jjat* he delte

Ne of* his harm comyiige no ]?ing* he felte

O sely presf o sely Innocent

Wijj coueytise anon jjou schalt* be blent* 1077

graceles ful blynd is ]?y conceyt*

1^0 Jjing* artow war of* pe deceyt*

Which jjat* j?is fox y-schapen ha]) to J^e

his wyly wrenches Jjou mayst* noii3t* fle 1081

Wher-fore to go to J^e conclusion

]7at* referre]) to ])i confusion

vnhappy man anon I wol me hi3e

To telle ])in vnwitte and jjy folye 1085

And eek* ]?e falsnesse of* j^at"* o'per wrecche

As ferforjj as my connynge wol strecche

Tliis Chanoa was my lord 30 wolde weene

Sire oste in faith and by pe lieuen queue 1089

It* was anoj^er chanoun and nat* he

That* can an hundred fold more sotyltee

he ha]) bytrayed folkes many tyme

Of"* his falsnesse it/ dulle]) me to Ryme 1093

Euer whan I speke of* his falshede

ffor scliame of* him my cliekes wexen reede

Algates ])ey bygynne for to glowe

ffor reednesse haue I now right* wel I knowe 1097

In my visage for fumes diuerse

Of^ metals whiche 3e haue herd me reherce Lieaf i85, back]

Consumed and wasted lian my reednesse /

JSTow take lieede of* ])is Chanofis cursednesse 1101

Sire quod he to J)e prest* lat* 30ure man gon

ffor quylv* siluer ])at* we it* hadde anon

And lat* him bringe vnces tuo or ])re

And whan he come]) as faste schul 3e see 1105

A wonder ])ing* which 36 say neuer ar })is

Sire qi.iod ]?e prest*' it* sclial ben don y-wys
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he bad his seruant fechen hiin) his ]jing^

And he al redy was at* his biddyng' 1109

And wente him for]? and cam anon agayn

"Wifi ])is qnjk^ siluer schortly for to sayn

And tol^ ]}is vnces jjre to jje Chanoil

And he it leyde faire and wel a doun 1113

And bad ]?e seruant coles for to bringe

]jat he anon mighte go to his worchinge

The coles right^ anon weren y-fette

And jjis chanoil tok^ out^ a crosselette 1117

Of his bosom and schewed it^ pe prest^

This Instrnmenf quod he which pat ]?ou seest

Tak^ in jjin bond and put' jjiself* Iper Inne

Of' |)is quyk* siluer an vnce and here bygynne 1121

In IpQ name of* Crist' to wexe a Philosophre

Ther ben ful fewe which jjaf I wolde profre

To schewen hem Jjus mochel of* my science

ffor ^e scliuln seen lieere by ex23e?'ience • 1125

jjaf jjis quyk siluer I wol mortefye

Highf in 30ure sight' anon wi]?oute lye

And make if as good siluer and as fyn

As pev is ony in 30ure purs or myn 1129

Or elles where and make it malliable/

And elles holde me fals and vnable

Amongeg folk euere to appere

I haue a poudre here ]?at coste me deere 1133

schal make al good for if is cause of' aH

My connynge which j^af I 30U schewe schaH rieafise]

Yoydeth ^oure mau) and laf him be ]5e?'oute
/

And scliitte pe dore whiles we ben aboute / 1137

Oure pryuyte jjaf noman vs espie

"Whiles we werken in Jjis philosophic /

Al as he bad fulfilled was in dede /

This ilke se?-uanf anon righf out ^ede 1141

And his maistrer schitte pe dore anon)

Al. 1 to here labour speedily pej gon
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This prest^ at^ ]jis cursed clianons byddyng'

Vpon jje fire anon sette ])is J3ing< 1145

And blew jje fyr and busyed him ful faste

And ])is chanon in to pis Crosselet' caste

A poudre not^ I wher-of* jjat* if was

I-maad ojjer of< challc* ojjer of< gias 1119

Or som whaf elles was nof wor]? a flye

To blynde wijj pis presf and bad him hye

])ise coles for to couchen al aboue

J3e cresselef for in tokne jjaf 1 pe loue 1153

Quo]? j)is Chanon jjine hondes tuo

Schulle worche alle jjing^ which as schal be do

Grcmnt mercy qiiod J?e presf and was ful glad

And couchede coles as pQ Chanoii bad 1157

And whils he besy was ])is feendly \Yrecche

pis false Chanon ]je foule feend him fecche

OwV of< his bosom took* a bechene cole /

In which ful sotilly was maad an hole 1161

And pev Inne puf was of* siluer lymaille

An vnce and stopped was wi])oute faille

This hole wi]) wex to kepe pe lymaille In

And vnderstondejj paV pis false gyn 1165

"Was nof made jjere buf it was maad bifore

And oj^ere Jjinges I schal telle more /

here aftirward which j^af he wi]? him broughte

Er he cam per to begyle him he ])oughte 1169

And so he dide er pey wente a twynne /

Til he hadde torned him coujje he nof blynne [leaf isg, back]

IV dullejj me whan paV 1 of* him speke

On his falshede fayn wolde I me wreke / 1173

If^ I wiste how . buf he is lieer and jjere /

he is so variaunf paV he abyf no where /

Buf take]} heed now sires for goddes loue

He took* his cole of' which I spak' aboue 1177

And in his hond he bar if priuely

And whiles ]?e presf couchide busily
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The coles as I tolde 30U er ]jis /

This Chanoii saycle freend 30 don amys 1181

This is nought^ couched as it^ oughte be

But^ sone I schal amenden it^ qiiod he

No^Y lat me medle jjerwij? but a while

ffor of* 30U haue I pite by seinf Gyle 1185

^e ben right* hoot* I se wel how ^e swete

haue heer a clojj and wype awey ]?e wete

And w^hile Jiat* ]>& prest* him wyjDed has

This Chanon toot his cole I schrewe liis fas 1189

And leyde it* vppon abouen ]je myddeward

Of* pe Crosselet* and blew wel aftirward

Til fat* Jje coles gonne faste brenne

Now 3if' vs drinke qiiod Jje Chanon jjenne 1193

as swi]?e it* schal be wel 1 vndertake

Sitte we doun and let* vs nierie make

And whan ]je Chanoiis bechene cole

Was brent* alle ])e lymail out* of* pe hole 1197

In to Jie Crosselet* anon fel doun

And so it* moste neede by reson

Syns it* so euene aboue couched was

But* Jierof* wiste no ]?ing* jje prest* alias 1201

he demed alle ]?e coles liche goode

ffor of* Jje sleight* no jjing* he vnderstoode

And whan ))is alkamistre say his tyme

Rise]? vp sire prest* and stonde]) byme 1205

And for I wot* wel Ingot* haue 3e non

Go]) walkejj for]? and bring* a chalk* ston [leaf i87]

ffor I wol make it* of* ]?e same schaj^pe

jjat* is an Ingot* if* I may haue liaj)pe 1209

And bring wip 30U a bolle olpev a panne

fful of* water and 30 schul see ]?anne

How jjat* oure busynesse schal happe & preeue

And 3it* for 36 schul haue no mysbyleeue 1213

Ne wrong* conceyt* of* me in 30ure absence

I wol not* ben out* of* 30ure p?'esence
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But* go with 30U and come with 30U agayn

The chambre dore schortly for to sayn 1217

jjey opeynd and schette and wente for]) here Aveye

And for]? wi]? hem ]?ey caryed pe keye

And comen agayn wi]30uten eiiy delay

"What* scholde I tarie al ]?e longe day 1221

he took* ]7e challc* and schoop it* in ])e wyse

Of* an yngot* as I schal 30U deuyse

I say he took* out* of* his owne sleeue

A teyne of Sihier euele mote he che^j^^^ ^ E L I S /;
1 2'25

Wliich ])at* was but* an vnce of* w^ighr or the ''A \
And take]? heede now of* his cursed, sleight "3 II S I T 7 '

he schoj) his Ingot* in leng]?e and in brede 3^ 5 W» ^
Of* pe theyne wi]?outen eny drede ">-v;;;i:*'»^ 0I^*^rlf29''

So slyly pat* pe prest* it not* aspyde

And in his sleeue again he gan it* hyde

And from pe fyre took* vp his matiere /

And in to pe Ingot* it* putte wi]) merye cheere 1233

And in to pe watir vessel he it* caste

Whan ]?at* him liste and bad pe prest* as faste

loke what* per* is / put* in ]?in hond and grope

Thou schalt* fynde peve siluer as I hope 1237

"What* deuyl of helle schuld it* elles be

Schafyng* of* siluer siluer is p«?"de

he putte in his hond and took* vp a teyne

Of* sikrer fyn and glad m euery veyne 1241

Was pis prest* whan he saugh paP it was so

Goddes blessyng* and his modres also [leaf i87, back]

And alle halwes haue 30 sire Clianon

Seyde pe prest* and I here malison 1215

But* and 3e vouche sauf* to teche me

])is noble crafte and ])is sotilte

I wol be 30ure in alle ]?at* euer I may

Quo]) pe Chanon 3it* wol I make assay 1249

The seconde tyme Jjat* 3e mowe take heede

And ben expert* of-* pis and in 3oure neede
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Anojier day in mjn absence /

Jjis discipline and pis crafty science 1253

^ let* take anojje/' vnce quod he po

Of* quyl^ siluer wi])oute wordes mo

And do ])erwip as ^e han don ar jjis

"WiJ? jjat* ojjer which paf now siluer is 1257

jjis prest* him busiejj in al pnV he can

To don as jjis Chanon j?is cursede man

Comaundejj liini and faste blew pe fire

ffor to come to j^effecte of"* his desire 1261

And pis Chanon right* in pe mene while

Al redy was ]?is prest* eft* to begyle

And for a contynaunce in his hond bar

An holongh stikke talc* heede and be war 1265

In ])e ende of* which an vnce and no more

Of* siluer lymaile put* was al bifore

Was in his coole and stopj)ed Mdjj Avex wel

Ifor to kepe in his lymayl euery del 1269

And whiles Jjis prest* Avas in his businesse

This Chanon wi]? his stikke gan him dresse

To him anon and his poudre caste In

As he dede er pe deuel out* of* his skyn 1273

him torne I pray to god for his falshede

ftbr he was euer fals in ope and dede

And ^\'ip his stikke aboue J^e crosselette

Jiat* was ordeigned wi]) j^at false gette 1277

he sterej? pe coles til it* relente gan

The wax agayn j^e fyr as eiierj man [leafiss]

But* it* a fool be woot* wel and moot* neede

And al jjat* in pe hole was out 3ede 1281

And in to pe Crosselet* hastily it* fel

The prest* supposede no])ing* but wel

But* busyed him faste and was wonder fayn

Supposyng* nou3t* but* trou]5e so]? to sayn 1285

he was so glad I can nou^t* exp?'esse

In no maner his mer])e and his gladnesse
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And |)e clianoii he profred eft^ sone

Body and good 30 quod j)e Chan5n soone 12S9

]?ougli pore I be crafty jjou schalt/ me fynde

I warne ]>e ^if is jjer more behynde

Is jjer eny coper here Inne seyde he

36 sire qjwd ]?e presf I trowe \>er bee 1293

EUes go bey som and ]?at as swithe

Now sire go for]? j?y way and hy the

And went his way and wijj f)is coper he cam

And Jjis Chanon in his hond it nam 1297

And of^ ])af coper weyde out* but^ an vnce

Al to symple is my tonge to -pronoimce

his moustre and his wit* ]}e doublenesse

Of"* ])is Chanon roote of* Cursednesse 1301

he semyd freendly to hem J?at^ knewe him nought*

But^ he was feendly boJ?e in werlv* and Ipoii^V

It* wyriejj me to telle of* his falsnesse

And najjeles ^et* wol I it* expresse 1305

To jjat* entent Jiat* men may be war |je?-by

And for non ojjer cause trewely

he putte pis vnce" of* coper in to ]pe Crosselette

And of* ])e fyur as swijje he ha]? it* sette 1309

And kast* in poudre and made Ipe prest* to blowe

And in his worching* for to stoupe lowe

As he dide erst and al nas but* a lape

Eight* as him liste pe prest* he made his ape 1313

And afterward in to jje Ingot* he it caste

And in Jje panne putte it* atte laste / [leaf iss, bacio

Of^ water and in he put* his owne hand

And in his sleeue as 3e byforn hand 1317

herde me telle he hadde a siluer teyno

he slyly tool^:* it* out* ]?is cursed heyne

vnwetyng* jjis prest* of* his false craft*

And in j)e pannes botme he ha]? it* laft* 1331

And in pe water romble]? to and fro

And wonder pryuyly tok^ it* vp also
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]je coper teyne noug!it^ knowyng^ pis prest/

And hidde it^ aud liente him by jje breest^ 1325

And to him spak^ and J^us sayde in his game

Stowpej) a doun by god 36 ben to bkme
helpejj me now as I dide 3011 whiler

Put^ in 30ure hand and lokej) what is fer 1329

])is prest^ tok" vp jjis siluer teyne anon

And jjanne seyde ]?e chan5n let* vs gon

Wij? ]?ise Jire teynes whiche paV we haue wrought

To som goldsmith and wite if^ it be ought^ 1333

ffor by my faijj I nolde for myn hond

But^ if^ pei were siluer fyn and good

And jjaf as swi]?e proued schal it be

Vnto Jje goldsmith wij) ])ise teynes jjre 1337

jjey wente and putte jjise teynes in assay

To fyr and hamer might^ no man say nay

But" pej were as hem oa3te for to be

J) is sottide prest^ who was gladder jjan he 1341

Was neuer bryd gladder a3eins pe day

'Ne nightyngale in pe seson of^ May

Was neuere non j^at^ liste better to s^nige

Ne lady liistiere in Carolyngo
/ 1345

And for to speke of loue and wo??imanhede

'Ng knight^ in amies don an hardy dede

To stonden in grace of* his lady deere

J?an hadde pis prest^ ])is craft^ to lere 1349

And to pe chanoii pus he spak and sayde

fibr pe loue of^ god paV for ys alle deyde / [leaf i89]

And as I may deserue it* Ynto 30W

What* schal ])is receyt* coste telle}? now / 1353

By oure lady quod pe chanon if is deere

I warne 30U for saue I and a frere /

In Engelond per can no man it make

No fors quod he now sire for goddes sake 1357

Whaf schal I paye tel me I 30U pray

I-wys qitod he it/ is ful deere I say
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Sire af oo word if* ]jat* ]?e list* it liaue

36 schulle paye fourty pound so god me saue 1361

And ne were pe frendschipe Jjaf 36 dide er Jjis

To me ^e scholde paye more y-wys

This prest* Jje somme of* .xl. pound anon

.

Of* nobles fette and took* hem eu6?ychon) 1365

To Jjis chanon for J?is ilke receyt*

Al his worchinge was fraude and deceyt*

Sire prest* he seyde I kepe for to haue no loos

Of my craft* for I wolde it were kept* cIoqs 1369

And as ^e loue]) me kepe]? it* secre

ffor and men knewen al my subtilte

By god men wolde haue so gret* envye

To me by cause of my philosophie 1373

I scholde be deed ]jer were non ojjer weye

God it* forbede quod ])G preest* what* seye

^et* hadde I leuer spenden al Jje good

Which ])at* I haue and elles waxe I wood 1377

fan Jjat* 3e schulde falle in such mescheef*

ffor 3oure good wil sire haue 3e right* good preef*

Quo]} J)e chanon and sire wol gr«unt mercy

he wente his way and neuer pe prest* he sey 1381

After J)at* day and whan pat ])is prest* scholde

maken assay at* swich tynie as he wolde

Of* jjis receyt* far wel it* wolde not* be

lo ]?us byiaped and bygyled Avas he 1385

]?us makej) he his introduccion

To bringe folk* to here destruccioil [leaf isg, lack]

ConsidereJ) sires how faf in eche astate

Bitwixe men and gold ]jer is debate 1389

So ferfor]) Jjat* vnnej^es per is non

This nmlti23ly3ing* blende]? so many oon

]?at* in good fai]? I trowe ])at* it* be

j)e cause grettest* of* pis skarsete 1393

This philosophres speken so mystily

In J? is craft* fat* men can not* come perhj
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ffor ony witte j^at men lian now a dayes

yej may wel chitre and langle as don ]jis layes 1397

And in here termes sette liist^ and j^eyne

Eut^ to liere -purpos schul pej neuer atteyne

A man may lightliche lerne if^ he haj? ought

To multiplye and brynge his good to noii3f 1401

lo such a lucre is in jjis lusty game

A mannes merjje it avoI torne alle to grame,

And empte also grete and heuye purses

And make folt to purchacen curses 1405

Of^ hem ]}at han perto here good y-lent^

fy for schame jjey ])aV haue be brent

Alias can jjey nat^ fie pe fyres hete

^e paV iV vsen I rede ^e it^ lete 1409

lest^ 3e lese al for bet^ jjan neuer is late

iN'euer to pvine were to longe a date

jjough 30 prolle ay ^e schulle it neuer fynde

^e ben as bolde as is bayard f)e blynde 1413

J)af blundreth for]) and peril castej) he non

he is as bold to renne a-gayn a stoon

As for to go bysydes in pQ weye

So fare ^e puf multiplie I seye 1417

If^ jjat* 30ure y3en may not^ seen aright

loke]} IpaV ^oure mynd lakke nought^ his sight

ffor jjough ^e loke neuer so brode and stare
/

36 schulle nat^ wynne a myte in Jjaf chaffare 1421

But^ wasten al paV 30 may Rappe and renne

AV"i])drawe pe fir lest^ it' so faste brenne [leaf loo]

MedleJ) nomore wij} paf art' I mene

ffor if' 3e doon 30ur jjriff is gon ful clene / 1425

And right' as swithe I wol 30U telle heere

Whaf ])at' pe philosophres sein in pis matere

lo ]?us seijj arnold of' jje newe toun

As his Rosarie make]? mencioun 1429

he sei]j righf pus wijjouten eny lye

pev may no man mercurie mortifie

CORPUS 422 (6-T. 672)



SIX-TEXT 573

GROUP G. § 4. canon's-yeoman's tale. Corpus MS;

But* if it* be -vvij] his brojjeres knowleching^

how jjat' he which ])at first* seyde )}is j^ingV 1433

Of* Philosophies fader was hermes /

he saij) how Jjat* J?e dragon douteles

Ne dyej) not* hut' if< he be slayn

"VYij? his brojjer and ]}at* is for to sayn 1437

Ey jje dragon mercurie and non ojje/'

he vnderstood jjat* bremston were his broJjer

pat^ on of* Sol and lima were y-drawe

And ]?erfore sayde he talc* heed to my sawe 1441

laf no man busye him pis art* for to seche

But* he J)at* jje entencioii and ]?e speche

Of* philosophres vnderstonde can

And if^ he do he is a lewed man 1445

ffor jjis science and jjis connyng^ qtcod he /

Is of* Ipe secre of' Secrees parde

Also Jier was a disciple of-' Plato

That* on a tyme sayde his mayster to 1449

As his book* Somer wil here witnesse

And jjis was his demaunde in sojjfastnesse

Telle me jje name of* pe pryuy stoon

And plato answerde vnto him anon 1453

Tak* Ipe stoon ])at* titanos men name

"Which is ]jat* qiiod he magnasia Jie same /

Seyde Plato 3ee Sire and is it ])us

This is ignotii?72 per ignocius , 1457

"What* is magnasia goode sire I pray

It* is a water jjat* is maad I say [leaf i90, back]

Of* elementes foure quod Plato

Tel me j^e roche goode sire quod he ])o 1461

Of* ]?at* water if* it* be 30iir wille

Nay nay quod Plato certeyn Jjat* I nylle^

])& Philosophres were sworn echon

j)a,V Jjey scholde discouere it to no mon 1465

]S'e in no boot it* write in no manere

ffor vnto crist* it* is so leef* and deere
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Jjat* lie wil nat ])at^ it* discoiiered be

But* where it* likejj to his deite 1469

Man to enspire and eelv* for to defende

"Whom fiat* him like)) lo ])is is J)e ende /

Thanne conclude I J7us sijjens Jjat* god of heuene

Ne wole nat ]?at* Jje Philosophres neuene 1473

how ])at* a man schal come vnto ])is stoon

I rede as for jje beste lat* it* goon

ffor who so maketh god his aduersarie

As for to worclie eny |)ing* in contrarie / 1477

vnto his wille certes neuer schal he Jiriue

jjough pat* he multiplie terme of* his lyue

And jjere a poynt for ended is my tale

God sende euery trewe man boote of* his bale amen 1481
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§ 1. THE DOCTOE'S TALE.

CORPUS MS.

% The doctOUr of pllisik^ ion leaf 190, back.Z

jHer was as telle]? vs Titus lyueus

A kniglit^ ]jat* cleped was v/rgineus

ffulfilled of honoures and worjjinesse

And strong' of frendes and of gref richesse 4

A dougliter lie hadde by his wyf

And neuere hadde he mo in alle his lyf

ffair was Jiis mayde in excellent' beaute

Abouen euery wighf Jjaf man may se 8

Ifor nature haf with souerein diligence

fFormed hire in so gref excellence

As Jjough sche wolde say lo I nature

Thus can I forme and peinte a creature 12

"Whan )5af me lisf who can me countrefete [leaf 191]

Pigmalion nou3f )jough he alwey forge and bete

Or graue or peynte for I dar wel sayn

Apollus 3ephirus schulde worche in vayn 16

To graue or paynte or forge or bete

3if ]?ey presumede me for to countirfete

ffor he ]3af is J?e formour prmcipal

ha]) maad me his viker general 20

To forme and peynte ech er])ely creature

Eighf as me lysf for al ])mg^ is in my cure

vnder }?e moone ]?af may wane and waxe

And for my werke no Jjing' wol I axe 24

30 CORrUS 425 (6-T. 303)



SIX-TEXT 304

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Coipus MS.

My lord and I ben fully af acord

I made hire to pe worschip of* my lord

So do I alle myn ojjre creatui^es

Of^ what^ colour jjey be or what* figures 28

Thus seme]} me ]jat^ nature wolde say

This mayde was of< age .xij. ^eer and tway

In which pat* nature haj? such delyt*

Jfor right* as sche can paynte as lily whit* 32

And rody as rose right* wi]) such peynture

Sche peynted ha]? J)is noble creature /

Er sche was born vjDpon hire lymes fre

Were also bright* as such colours scholde be / 36

And Phebus dyed hajj his tresses grete

like to ]?e stremes of* his boornyd hete

And if* J)at* excellent* was hire beaute

A jjousend fold more vertuous was sche 40

In hire ne lakkej? no condicion

Jjat* is to preise as by discrecion

As wel in body as gosf chaste was sche

ffor which sche floured in virginite 44

"VVi]) alle humilite and abstinence

AVi]? alle attemperance and pacience

Wi]j mesure eek* and beryng* of* array

Discret* sche was in answering^ alway 48

Jjough sche were wys as Pallas dar I seyn [leaf loi, back]

hire faucond eek* ful wo7?zmanly and pleyn

None counterfeted termes hadde sche

To seme wys but* after liire degre 52

Sche spak* and alle hire wordes more and lesse

Sownyng-* in vertue and in gentillesse

Schamefast* sche was in maydens schamefastnesse

Constant* in herte and euere in busynesse 56

To dryue hire oute of* hire slogardye

Bachus hadde of"* hir mou]) no maystrie

Ifor will and fought* doon venus encrece

As men in fyr wol casten oyle or grece / 60
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And of* hire owne vertiie constreyned

Sclie ha]j ful ofte tyme hire seeb feyned

ffor ])af sche wolde flee Jje companye /

Wher likly was to treten of^ folye 64

As is af festes . Reueles . and at* Dauiices

That^ ben occasions of dalyaunces

Suche ]?inges maken children for to be

To sone rype and bolde as men may se 68

Wliich is ful perilous and ha]? ben 3ore

ffor al to sone may sche lerne lore /

Of* boldenesse whan sche is a Avijf*

And ^e maystresses in 30ure olde lyf* 72

j?at* lordes doughtres han in gouernafice /

l!^e take]? of* my word no displesaiice

jjinges ])at* ben sette in gouernynges

Of* lordes doughtres only for tuo Jiinges 7G

Ou])er for ^e han kept* ^our honeste /

Ojjer 36 han falle in frelete

And knowen wel ynough jje olde daunce

And konne forsake fully meschaunce 80

ifor euermo Jjer-fore for cristes sake /

kepej) wel po J)at* 36 vndertake

A jjeef* of^ venysoii j^at* ha]? forlaft*

his likorousnesse and sille his theues craft* 84

Kan kepe a forest* best* of* ony man [leaf 192]

Now kepe]) hem wel for and 36 wil 36 can

lokej) wel to no vice ]?at* 3e assente

lest* 3e be dampned for 3oure yuel entente 88

ffor who so do]j a tretour is certa^^^n

And take]? heed of* Jjat* ]?at* I schal sayn

Of* alle tresoun suftreyn pestilence

Is whan a wight* betrayej) Innocence 92

3e fadres and 30 modres cek* also

J)ough 36 haue children be it oon or mo

3oure is ])e charge of* alle here sufferance

Whil pej ben vnder 30ure gouernance 06
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Be]? war paf by ensample of* 301116 lyuynge

Owpev by necligence in cliastysynge

])a,f J)ey ne pe/'issclie I dar wel seye

If pdiV j>ej don 36 scliulle ful sore abeye 100

vnder a scliepperde sof'te and necligent

jje wolf^ ha]} many a sclieep and lamb torenf

Sufficeth. oon ensam]3le-now as Leere

flbr I moot^ torne a3en to my mateere / 104

Ttiis mayde of* which I telle my tale exprc^sse /

Sche kepte hir self hir needed no maistresse

£for in hire lyuyng^ maydens mighte rede /

As^in a book* euery good word and dede 108

])a,f longej? to a mayde ve?'tuous

Sche was so prudent^ and so bountyuous

ffor which out^ sprong^ Jje fame on eiier}' syde

Bojje of hire beaute and of hire boiinte wyde 112

jjat^ jjurgh j;e lond jjey preised hire echone

That^ louede A'ertu sane env3'e alone

Jjat^ sory is of o]jer mennes wele

And glad is of his sorwe and vnlieie 116

The doctoiir make]? J?is discrip»cion

pis mayde wente on a day in-to ]}e toun

Toward })e temple wi]? hire mooder deere

As is of 3onge maydens ]?e maneere 120

ISTow was pev a lustice in ]pe toun [leaf 192, back]

That^ gourrnonr was of J?at^ region

And so bifelle pis luge his yhen caste

vppon pis mayde hire ful faste 121:

As sche cam forthby J?er }?e luge stood

Anon his herte chaungej) and his mood

So was he caught^ vrip beaute of })is mayde /

And to himself ful priuely he sayde / 128

This maj^de schal be my/i for ony man

Anon J?e feend in-to his herte ran

And taught^ him sodepily by v/hat^ sleighte

J^e mayde to his purpos wynne he mighte 132
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ffor certes by no force iie Ly no meede

li'm Jjouglit/ he was not' able for to speede /

ffor lie was strong^ of^ freendes and eek^ sche

Confermed was in sucli souereyn beaute 13G

pnV wi 1 he wiste he might* hire neuer wynne

As ibr to make hire wi)) hire body synne

ffor which wi]) gret* deliberacion

he sente after a clerk^ in-to f)e toiifi 140

The which he knew for subtil and for bold

This luge vnto ])is cleric* his tale haj) told

In secre wise and made him to assure /

he scho:de telle it* to no creature 144

And if he dide he scliolde leese his heed

Whan assented was pis cursed reed

Glad was ]:e luge and made glad chere /

And ^af him ^iftes precious and deere / 148

Whan schapen was al |}is conspiracie

ffrom poynt* to poynt* how ])aV his leech erie

Parformed schulde be ful subtilly

as 36 schal here aftirward ojDenly 152

horn go]) J)is clerk' ])af highte Claudius

])is false luge J)at* highte Apius

So was his name for it is no fable
/

But* knowen for an historial ])ing* notable 156

The sentence of it* so]) is out* of* doute L'leafios]

])is false luge go]) now faste aboute

To hasten his delyt* al ])at* he may

And so bifell^ sone after on a day 160

])is false luge as telle]) vs pe story

As he was woned sat* in his consistory

And 3af* his domes vpon sondry cas

This false clerk* cam for]) a wel good paas 164

And seyde lord if ])at' it* be 30ur wille /

As do]) me right* vpon ])is pitous bille

In M'hich I pleyne vppon virginius

And if ]-at^ he wol seyn it-* is not* ])us 1C8
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I wol proue if and fynde good witnesse

Tliat^ so]) is paf my bille wol expresse

pe luge answerde of* ])is in his absence

I may not^ 3iiie diffinityf' sentence i; 2

let^ don him calle and I wol gladly heere

Thou schalt^ haue right and no wrong heere

Virginius cam to wite jje luges wille

And right' anon was rad Jjis cursed bille / 176
The sentence of if was as ^e schul heere

To 30U my lord sire Apius so deere

Schewej) 3oure pouere se?'uant Claudius

how jjat* a knight' called v/?-ginius 180

A3ens \>e lawe a3eins alle equite

holde]) expres a3eins ]>e will of' me
my seruaunf which jjat is my Jjral by right

AVhich from mjn hous was stolen on a night 184

Whils sche was ful 3ong' I wol if preue

By witnesse lord so ])af 3e 30U nof greue

Sche is noughf liis doughter whaf so he say

Wherfore my lord ])e luge to 30U I p?'«y 188

3elde me my jjralle if* paV if be 3our wille

lo ])is was al pe sentence of^ pe bille

Virgineus gan vpon pe clerk* biholde

Buf hastily er he his tale tolde / 192

he wolde haue defended if as scholde a knight [leaf v.2, back]

And by witnesse of many a trewe wight

Thaf al was fals jjat seyde his aduersarie

This cursed luge wolde no lenger tarie / 196

ISTe here a word more of v/rgineus

Buf 3af his luggement and seyde Jjus

I deme anon ])is clerk* his seruaimt haue

pou schalf no lenger in J)in hous hire saue 200

Go bring* hire forth and puf hire in oure warde

fis clerk* schal haue his jjral ])us I awarde /

And whan jjis wovpi knighf v/vgineus
/

J)urgh pe assenf of* pe luge apius 204
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Moste by force liis cleere dougliter ^yuen

vnto ]pe luge in lecchorie to lyuen

he go]3 liim hom) and sette him in his halle

And leet* anon his deere dou3ter calle / 208

And with a face deed as ayssches colde

vppon hire humble face he gan biholde

Wij) fadres pite stiking^ jjorugh his herte

Al wolde he not' from his purpos conuerte 212

Doughter qiiod he virginea by
Jjy

name

]?er ben tuo weyes ojjer de]? or schame

That' ]?ou niosf suffre alias jjaf I was bore

ffor neuer ))ou deseruedesf wherfore 216

To deyen with a swerd or wijj a knyf*

O deere doughter endere of* my lijf'

Which I haue fostred vp wi]) such plesaunce

Jjaf ])ou ne were ouf of my remembrance / 220

doughter which Jjaf art' my laste wo /

And in my lijf my laste ioye also

O geinme of chastite in paciencc

Tak* ])ou ]?i dej? for pis is my sentence / 224

ffor loue and nat/ for hate jjou most* be deed

My pitous hond moof smyten of jjin heed

Alias J3af euer Apius Jje say

J)us hap he falsly iugged pe to day 228

And tolde hire al jje cas as ^e bifore [leaf 194]

han herd if nede]? nof to telle it more

Mercy deere fader qiiod Jjis mayde

And wi]) jjaf word sche bo]?e hire armes layde 232

Aboute his necke as sche was woned to do

Jje teeres barsten out' of hire eyen tuo

And sayde goode fader schal I dye

Is |)er no grace is Jjer no remedye 236

JSTo certes deere doubter mjji qiiod he

Jjanne 3if me leue fader myn quod sche

My de]} to compleigne a litel space

ffor p«rde leffa 3af his dou3ter grace 240
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ffor to compleyne ar lie liir slougli alias

And god i^ wot^ no])ing^ was hire trespas

Eut* ]?at* sche ran hire fader first^ to see

To welcome him wij) gret^ solempnite 244

And wij? jjat* word sche felle on swown anon)

And after whan hir swownyng< was agon

Sche risejj vp and to hire fader sayde /

Blessed he god paf I sclial deye a mayde 248

3if< me my deth er paf I haue a schame

Dp]) wi]5 3our child 3our wil a goddes name

And wij) ])8iV word sche prayejj him ful ofte

Jjat^ wij) his swerd he schulde hir smyte softe 252

And wijj jjat^ word on swonne doiin sche fel

hir fader wij) ful sorweful herte and fel

hire heed of* smoot* and by J)e top if hente

And to Jie Inge he 3af* if to p?'esente 256

As he saf in his doom in consistory

Whan jje luge if say as sai]? pe story

He had take him and honge him also faste

Buf right anon al \>e poeple in jjraste 260

To saue ]?e knight for roujie and for pite

ffor knowen was ])e fooles Iiiiquite

The poeple anon hadde suspecte in jjis Jjing^

By maner of ])is clerkes chalangyng* 264

Thaf if was by jjassenf of"* Apius [leaf 191, back]

.

They wisten wel ])af he was leccliorous

ffor which vnto ])is Apius jjey gon

And casten him in prison righf anon 268

"Wher as he slough himself and Claudius

]?af seruanf was vnto jjis Apius

Was demed for to honge vpon a tre

But/ virgineus of^ his grete pite 272

Prayde for him Jjaf he was exiled

And elles certes he hadde be bygyled

The remenanf were honged more & lesse

J)af consented were to his cursednesse 276
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Here may men se liow synne liaj? his meryt /

Be war for noman wof how god wol smyt^

In no degre ne in which maner wise

The worm of^ conscience wol arise 280

Of* wicked lyf^ jjoiigh it^ so preuy be

])af noman woot^ of^ it^ buf god and he

WheJ)er he be lewed man or lered

he not^ how soone ])a.f he may ben afeered 284

j?er-fore I rede ^ou ])is counseil take

fforsakej) synne er synne 30U forsake
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low leaf 19-1, back^

Owre oost^ gan for to swere as he were wood Prologus

harrow (\uodi he by nayles and by blood 288

This was a cursed jjeef* a fals lustise

As schamful de)) as herte can deiiyse

So falle vpon his body and his bones ['"]

])e deuyl I bekenne him al at ones [*"] 292

Alias to deere boughte sche hire beaute

Wherfore I say jjat' alle men may se

That^ 3iftes of^ fortune or of^ nature

Be]j cause of^ defi of* many a creature 296

hire beaute was hire dej) I dar wel sayn

Alias so pitously as sche was slayn

But* her of* Avil I not^ precede as now \spvrious\

i\Ien haue ful often more harm ]jan prow 300

Eut* trewely myn owne mayster deere [leaf 195]

This is a pitous tale for to lieere

But* najjeles passe ouer is no fors

I pray to god so saue |?in gentil cors 304

And Jjin vrynals and ])in lurdanes

Thyn ypocras and ))in Galianes

And eue?'y box ful of* })in letuarie

God blesse hem and oure lad}^ seinte marie 308

So mote I ])e jjou art* a propre man

And ylike a prelat^ by seint Runyan

Sayde I nou3t* wel can I nou^t^ speke in terme

But* wel I woot* ])ou dost* vajn herte to erme 312

That* I almost* haue caught a Cardyacle
/

By Corpus bones but* if-* I haue triacle

0])er elles a draught* of* moyste and corny ale
/

Or but* I heere anoon a merye tale / 316
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Myn herte is lost< for pite of pis mayde

Jjou belamy loliii Fardoner lie sayde

"^ es right anon

^ eint Runyoii 320

^ re aV jjis ale stake

^ nke and eten of* a Cake

jjise gentils hygonne to crye

g lie vs of* no rybaudye 324

,55 ortal Jiing* Jjat* we may leere

«

jjenne wol we gladly heere

wys qtiod he but I moot jjynke

fi^ honest* jjing* whil j?at* I drinke 328
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^bygynne]) )je Po-rdoneres tale folwynge

C" xvj™
Ordynges (^iiod he in chirclies whan I preche

I peyne me to hane an hauteyn sjjcche

I ryng^ it^ out^ as round as go]? a belle

fFor I can al by rote ]?at^ I telle 332

My teeme is alway oon and euer was

1 malori«?i est' Cupiditas t' ^^/^ °-^^\^ -'^-^ '*
^ cut axvaij here]

'whennes ]?at' I come

A jjenne my bulles schewe I alle and some [leaf 195, hacK]

Oure liege lordes seal is my patent

])at^ schewe I first' my body to warant

That no man be so bolde ne prest' ne clerk*

me to destonrbe of* cristes holy werk' 340

And after j^af telle I for]? my tales

Bulles of* Popes and of* Cardinales

Of* Patriarkes and bisschoppes I schewe

And in latyn I speke wordes a fewe 344

To safFran wi]? my predicacion

And for to stere men to deuoicon

Jeanne schewe I for]? my lange cristal stones

I-crammed ful of' cloutes and of bones 348

Pelikes ))ey ben as wenen Jjey echone

jjan haue I in latoun a schulder bone

Which J?af was of* an holy iewes scheep

Goode men say I take]? of* my wordes keep 352

If* J)af ])is bon be waisshe in any welle

If* kow or calf* scheep or oxe swelle

Thaf eny Avorme ha]} y-bite or stronge

Touche he })is boon anon he schal be sounde 356
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And 3it^ also I seye forjjennore

Of* pokke5 of* scabbes and of* euery sore

Schal euery scheep be hool jjat* of* Jiis welle

DrinkeJ? a draught* and take keep what I telle 360

Wole euery wiglif er fiaf jje cok* him crowej?

And do ])ing* ])af him owej)

ffastynge drinke of* ])is welle a draught

As jjilke holy iewe oure eldre ous taught 364

his bestes and his store schal multiplye

And sires also it* hele]? lelousie

And ]?ey a man be falle in geloiise rage

Let* make wijj ]?is water his potage 368

And neuer schal he more his ^rijf* mystreste

]jey he in so])e a defaute by hire wiste

Al had sche taken prestes tuo or j?re

heer is a myteyn eek* as 30 may see [leaf loc] 372

he J?at* his bond wol putte in ))at* myteyne

he schal haue multiplyyng* of* his greyne

"When he haj? sowen be it whete or ootes

So \)i\f of* pens o])er elles of* grootes 376

And men and wommen o Jiing* warne I 30U

If* any wight* be in jjis chirche now

That* ha]) don synne orrible fiat* he

Dar nought* for schame schriuen be 380

Or eny wo?>iman be sche 3ong^ or old

J)at^ haj) y-maad hire housbonde kokewold

Such follv^ schuln haue no power ne grace

To offre to my relikes in J)is place 384

And who so fyndej? him out of such blame

}>ey wole come vp and offre in goddes name

And I assoile him by ])& auctorite

Which ]}at* by bulle was y-g?*«unted me 388

By Jjis gande haue I wonne eue?y 3ere

An hundred marlv* sefienes I was p«rdonere

I stande lik* a clerlv* in many a pulpette

And schewe lewed poeple and doun ])ej sette 392
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I preche so as 36 haiie herd byfore

And telle an hundred lapes more /

J?enne peyne I me to strecche for]) my nekke

And Est^ and west^ vpon pe poeple I bekke 396

As do]j a dowfe sittyng^ vpan a heme

myn handes and my tonge gon so ^erne

J}at^ is it* ioye to se my busynes

Of* auarice and such ojjer cursednes 400

Is al my prechinge to make hem fre

To ^iue here pans and namely vnto me

ffor myn entent* is nou3t* but* for to wynne

And nojjing* for correccion of* synne 404

I rekke neuer whan ])at* Jjey ben beried

jjough |)at* here soules gon a blake beryed

ffor certes many a predicacion

Sownejj ofte tyme of* yuel intencion [leaf 196, back] 408

So77ime for j^lesaunce of* folk* and for flaterie

To ben auaunced by ypocresye

And so???me for veynglorie and so?"/ime for hate /

ffor whan I dar nou3t* ojjenvise debate 412

jjanne wil I stynge hem with my tonge smerte

In p>'eching* so Jiat* ])ei schal nou^t* asterte

To be diffamed falsly if* jjat he

ha
J)
trespassed to my brej^eren ojjer to me 416

ffor Jjough I telle nou3t* his propre name

Men schal wel knowe J)at* it* is pe same

By symony and by ojjer circumstaunces

Jjus quyte I folk* jjat* do]) vs displesaimces 420

J)us spitte I out my vcnym vnder hewe

Of* holynesse to seme holy and trewe

But* schortly inj?i en tent I wil deuyse

I preche of* no Jiing* but* of* coueytise 424

Jjerfore my teeme is 3it* and euer was

Eadix malor?//?i est* cupiditas /

Thus gan I preche a3eins Jje same vice

Such Jjat* I vse and Jjat* is auarice 428

corpus 438 (6-T. 316)



SIX-TEXT 317
GROUP C. § 3. pardoner's preamble. Corpus MS.

That^ jjoiigh I my self^ be gulty in ]?at^ synne

3.if kan I make oJ)er folic* for to wynne

ffrom auarice and sore to repente

But* ])'dV nys noiiglit my principal entente 432

I preche no J)ing* but* for coueityse

Of* ])is niatiere I ought* ynougli suffise

]}enne telle I of* ensamples many on

Of* olde stories longe tyme agon 436

ifor lewed poeple louen tales olde

Whiche jjinges can ]?ey wel reporte and holde

What trowe ^e whiles |)at* I may preche

And Wynne gold and siluer for I teche 440

That* I wol lyue in pouert* wilfully

Nay nay I jjought* it* neuer trewely

ffor I wol preche and begge in sondry landes

ffor I wole do no labour wij) mjn handes [leaf i97] 444

And make basketes and lyue )5e?'by

By cause I wol not* beggen ydelly

I wole none of* ])e aposteles countrefete

I wole haiie money chese and whete 448

Al were it* 3euen of* ]pQ porest* page

0])er of* Jje porest* wydewe in a village

Al scholde here children sterue for famyne

I^ay I wol drynke jje likour of* ])e vyne 452

And haue a loly wenche in eue/y toun

But* herkne]) lordynges in conclusion

30ure liking* is }?at* I sclial telle a tale

Xow I haue drunke a draught* of* corny ale 456

By god I hope I sclial telle 30U a ))ing*

}5at* schal by resoun ben at* 3our liking^

ffor jjough my selue be a vicious man

A more-ille tale 3it* 1 30U telle can 460

Which I am wont* to preche for to wynne

Kow holde 30ure pees my tale I avoI begynne
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IX
fflaundres whilom was a coinpanye /

Of* 3ong^ folk^ \)aV haimteden folye 464

As Ryofc^ hasard stewes and taiiernes

^ Where as why]? harpes lutes and gyternes^ ^^"^
lln/f^''^''*

They daunce and pleye at dyse boJ?e day and night^

And eeten also and drunken oner al here inight^ 468

jjorugh which jjey doon Jje deueles sacrifise

Wijjinne Ipe deueles temple in cursed wyse

]?e Superflues abhominable

here o]?es ben so grete and danipiia[b]le / 472

jjat^ it^ is grisly fov to here liem swere

Oure blessed lordes body they to-tere

hem |30ughte lewes rent/ him nought ynough

And ilke of hem at^ ojjer synnes lowh 476

And right^ anon ]?enne come tomblisteres

ffetys and smal ^ong^ fruytesteres /

Syngers with harpes bawdes wafereres

Suche ben verray Jje deueles officers [leaf 107, ba.k] 460

To kyndle and blowe \)e fyr of* leccherie /

That* is annexed to gioton3'e /

The holy Writ^ take I to witneSSe / % Xolite inebriari vino in

That* leccherie is in wyn and drunkenesse u quo est luxuria

Lo how j)iif drunken loth vnkyndely 485

lay by his doughtres tuo vnwetyngly

So drunke he was he nyste what* he wrought*

And Jierfore sore repente him oughte [spurious} i87b

heroudes who so wole ]>e stories seche 488

Jjer may ^e lerne and by ensample teche ifimrious-} 4SSh
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Whan lie of* w^n was replet* at* his feste 489

Eighth at* his owen table 3af* his heste

To slen Jje Baptist* lohan ful gulteles

Senek* saijj eek* goods worcles douteles 492

he seij? he can no difference fynde

Bitwix a man fat/ is out of* his mynde

And a man })at* is drunkelewe

But* ]jat* wodnesse is fallen in a schrewe 496

PerseuereJ? lenger jjan do]? drunlcenes

glotenye ful of* cursednes

cause ferst* of* oure confusion

original of* oure dampnacioii 500

Til crist* hadde brought* out* wijj his blood agayn

lo how deere and schortly was to sayn

Aboute was Ipe cursed vilanye /

Corrupte was al J?is world jjurgh glotenye 504

Adam oure fader and his wyf* also ^ lerommus contra iouini««u;»

ffro paradys to labour and to wo tiirli^^^^rT''''''
"*

"Were dryuen for Jjat* vice it* nys no drede

ffor whiles pat* adam fasted as I rede 508

He was in paradys and whan ]?at* he /

Ete of* ])e fruyte defended on a tre

Anon he was out* cast* to woo and pleyne

O glotonye on ]je wel oughte ous pleigne 512

wiste a man how many maladyes

fiblwejj of* excesse and of* glotenyes [leaf i98]

he schulde be ])& more mesurable

Of^ his diete sittyng* at* j^e table 516

Alias J}e schorte J?rote jje tendre mou]?

Make]? ])at* Est* and West* north and sou])

In erjje in aier in water men to swynke /

To gete a glotoun mete and drynke 520

Of* j)is matiere o poule wel cansf ])ou entrete

Mete vnto wombe and wombe eek* vnto mete

Schal god discryuen boJ)e as poule saijj

Alias a foul ]?ing* is it* by my faij? / 524
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Tr> aa^T- Tiici worfl nnrl fonlpr i=; hp rlpflp ^ ^^^^ ^'^ ^^^^ * vente;- escis dews
o say pis wora ana loiuer ib pe aeae

^p^ ^^^^.^^^^^ ^ iiM«ci« mam destre.

"V\nien men so drynke]? of* J?e white and jje rede /

fat^ of his prote he make]} his pryue

jjurgh jjilke cursed superfiuite 528

The apostel wepyng^ sai]? ful pitously

Ther walken many of* which 3on told haiie I

I say it now wepyng^ wi]) pitous voys

Ther ben enemys of* cristes croys 532

Of* which ]je ende is de]? ]pe wombe is here god

wombe holy stynkynge kod

ffulfilde of* dimge and of^ corupcion

At* eyjjer ende of* jje foule is ]je soim 536

How gret* cost* and labour is to fynde

Jjise cookes how jjey scampe and streyne and grynde /

And turnen substaunce in-to accident

To fuiaile al ])j likerous talent* 540

Out* of* \)Q harde bones knokken jjay

pe mary for j^ay caste nought* away

]}at* may go Jjurgh Jje golet* softe and swoote

Of* spicerie of* leues bark* and roote 544

Sclial ben his sause y-maad by delyte

To make him 3it* a newer appetite

But* certes he J»at* hauntej? suche delices

Is deed whiles Jjat* he lyuejj in J?e vices 548

A leccherous jjing-^ is wyn and drunkenes /

Is ful of* stryuyng^ and of* ^vrecchednes [leaf i98, back]

drunken man disfigm^ed is pi face

ffoul is J?i bre]) foul art* ])0U to embrace 552

And jjurgh J)in drunken nose seme]) Jii sonn

As Jiough J30U seydest* ay Sampson Samj)son

And 3it* god woot* Sampson drank* neuer no Avyn

Thow fallest* as it* were a stiked swyn 556

Thyn tunge is lost* and alle Jiin honeste cures

ffor drunkenes is Ye?Tay sepultures

Of* mannes wit* and his discrecioii

In whom ])at* drynke haj) dominacioil 560
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He can no counseil kepe it^ is no drede

No^Y kepe 3011 fro fe white and fro Jje rede

J^amly fro j^e white wyn of* lepe

fat^ is to selle in ffischstret^ or in Chepe / 564

This wyn of Spayne crepe]? subtilly

In ojjer wynes growyng^ faste by

Of* whicli ])er rysej? such fumosite

])at* whan a man haj? drunken draughtes ]jre / 568

And wenej) ])at* he be at^ home in chepe

he is in spayne right* at* ])e tonne of* lepe

Nought* at* pe Eochel ne at* Burdeux toun

And jjenne wolen ]?ey sayn Sampsoun Sampsozm 572

But* herkne]) lordinges word I 30U prey

That* all ])e souerein actes dar I say

Of* victories in \)q olde testament*

Jjat* Jjurgh verray god jjat* is omnipotent* 576

"Were don in abstinence and in prayere

lokej) J)e bible and jjere 3e may it leere

lokejj attyla J)e grete conquerour

Deyed in his sleepe wij? schame and dishonour 580

Bledyng* ay at* his nose in drunkenes

A Capitayne schulde lyue in sobernes / •

And ouer al J)is avise 30U right* wel

What* was comaunded vnto laniuel 584

Nought* Samuel but lamuel say I /

Kedejj ]}e bible and fyndejj it* expressely [leaf 199J

Of* wyn ^euynge to hem J)at* han iustice

Komore of* ])is for it* may Avel suffice 588

ANd now ])at* I haue spoke of* glotonye

Now wole I defende 30U hasardye

hasard is verray mooder of* lesynges

And of* disceipt* cursed forswerynges 592

Blaspheme of* crist* and mansleynges also

Of* batayle of tyme and of* ojjer mo

If is re^jreff* and contrarie to honour

ffor to be holde a comuue hasardour . 596
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And euer j?e hyer he is of* astate

j>Q more he is y-halden desolate

If jjat* a prince vse hasardiye

In alle gouernaunce and alle polesye 690

he is as by comun opynyon

y-halde Ipe lasse in reputacion

[StilLon that* was holde . a wise ambassatoz//*

Was sent* in-to Corynthy . Avith fill grete honoz^r] l'^y:^llp ^^'

firo Calydonye to maken him alleaunce

And whan he cam him happede J)is chaunce

]?at* alle Ipe grettest* ]3at* were of* ])is lande

Pleying* at* j^e hasard he hem fande 608

ffor which as sone as pat* mighte be

he stal him liome a3ein to his ciintre

And sayde j?er I wol nought lese my name

I ne wol noii";ht* take on me so sret* diffame 612

30U to alleye to none hasardoiires

Sende]) o])erwise embassetoures

ffor by my tronj^e me were lener deye /

))an I to 30U schnlde hasardoures alleye /
616

iibr 36 jjat* ben so glorious in honoures

Schal non3t* aleye 3011 wi]? hasardoures

As by my wille ne as by my trete

)pis wise Philosophre sayde to me 620

loke ]}on vse no pley of* dees in 'pin hoiis

loke eek* ]?at* to jje king* Demetrus

Sente him a payre of* dees of* gold in scorn

ffor he hadde vsed hasardye Jjer byforn Deaf loo, back] 621

ffor which he helde his glorie and his reno?/n

At* no value of* reputaciozai

lordes mighten fynden o])er manor pley

honeste ynough to dryue pe day awey 628

'Ow wol I speke of* o]?es false and grete

A word or tuo as o]?er bookes entrete

Gret* sweryng* is a ]?ing* abhominable

And fals svv'erynge is more rej^rouable 632
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j)e hihe god forbad sweryng^ at^ al

Witnesse at^ IMattliew but* in special

Of^ sweryng^ sai]) jje holy leromie

J70U sclialt^ swere so]) ])m oj^es and nouglit^ lye / 636

And swere in doonie and eet in rightwisnesse

Biit^ ydel sweryng' is a ciirsednesse

Bihold and see ])SiV in Jie ferste table /

Of^ lieyhe goddes hestes lionurable / 640

how j?at' jje secounde heste of him is ])is /

Take noughts my name in ydelnesse amys /

lo raj^er he forbede]? such sweryng^

Or Omycyde or eny ojjer cursed ping* 644

I say as by ordre |?us it^ standej)

This knowej? J^at^ his hestes vnderstandejj

how Jjat^ pe secounde heste of god is J^at*

And forjjermore I wol pe telle al plat* 648

psif vengeaunte schal nou^t* parte fro his hous

jjafc* of his othis is so outrageous

By goddes precious herte and his nayles

And by his blood paV is in hayles 652

Seuen is my chaunce and pin is fyue and |^re
/

By goddes armes if j;ou falsly pleye me
pin dagger schal jjurgh ))in herte go

pis fruyt^ comej) of j^e bicched bones tuo 6^Q

iforsweryng^ Ire falsnes homicyde

Now for pe loue of crist* paV for vs dyde

leuej) 30ure oj^es boJ)e grete and smale

ffor cristes sake and herkne to my tale [leaf 200] 600

pisQ ryetoures ]?re of which I telle

longe er pryme ronge eny belle

Were sette hem in a tauerne for to drynke /

And as pej sate pej herde a belle clynke
/ 6G4

Byforn a corps was caryed to his graue

paV oon of hem gan calle to his knaue /

Go bet* quoj) he and axe redyly

What* corps is ])is ]?at* passe]) faste by / 668
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And loke ))at* |)ou reporte his name wel

Sire quod ]jis boye it^ necle]? neuer a del

It^ was me told er ^e came here to oiires

He was p«7'de an old felawe of* ^oures 672

Al sodeynly was he slayn to night /

ffor-drunke as he sate vp his benche vprighf

Ther came a pryue jjeef men cleped de])

jjjat* in his cuntre al j^e poeple sle]? C7G

And with his spere he smot* his lierte a tuo

And went' his way wijjouten wordes mo

And maister er 36 come in his p7*esence / C80

he ha]) a ))ousend slain ])is pestilence
/

G79

Me JiinkeJ) it* were necessarie /

ffor to be war of* such an adnersarie /

Be]) redy for to mete him euermore /

J)us tanghte me my dame I say no more / 684

By seinte mary seyde Tpis tanernere

Jje child sai]) so]) for he ha]) slayn to 3ere

Hens oner a myle wijiinne a gret* village

Bo})e man and wo??nnan child and page 688

I trowe his habitaciofi be ])ere
/

To ben anysed gret* wisedom it were /

Er ])at* he dede a man dishonour

3e goddes amies qiiod J)is ryetour 692

Is it/ such peril wi]) him for to mete

I schal him seeke by wey and eelc* by strete

I make avow to goddes digne bones

Herkne felawes we ])re ben alle ones [leat 200, back] 696

let* eche of* vs halde vp his hand to ojier

And eche of* vs bycome o]ieres hiolper

And we woln slee })is false traytour de]>

He schal be slayn he ])at* so many sle]) 700

By goddes dignite er if be night*

To-gidre haue ])ese ])re here hertes hight

To lyue and deye ilk* of* hem to o])er

As ])ough he were his owen sworne bro])e?' 704
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And vp ]?ey sterte al drunken in )?is rage

And for]) Ipej gon toward ])af Adllage

Of^ which ])e tauerner ha]? spoke byforn

And many a grisly oj) ]5enne haue ])ey sworn 708

And cristes blessed body ]?ey torent

Detli schal be deed if^ fiat^ we may him hent/

Whan ]jey ban goon nought fully a myle /

Eight^ as ]?ey wolde haue treden ouer a style 712

And olde and a pore man with hem mette

fiis olde man ful mekely hem grette

And seyde Ipiis, now lordes god 30U se

j)G proudest^ of Ipese ryettoures Jjre 71G

Answered agayn what^ carle wi]? harde g?'ace

Why art' Jjou al forwrapped saue Ipj face /

Why lyuesf })0u so longe in so gret' age /

}3is olde man gan loke in his visage /
720

And sayde })us for I can nought' fynde /

A man ]?ough ])at' I walked in-to ynde /

]Srey]?er in Cite ne in village

Thaf wol chaunge his 30u])e for myn age 724

And ]?erfore moot* I haue myn age stille

As lange tyme as if is goddes wille /

I^e de}j alias nel noughf haue my lyf^

Jjus walke I lyt a resteles kaytyf* 728

And on pe ground which is my moodres gate /

I knokke wi]) my staff* erly and late

And saye leeue mooder lete me Inne

Lo how I wanse fleissch and blood and skyn [leaf 201] 732

Alias whan schullen myne bones ben af reste

Moder with 30U wolde I chaunge my cheste

That* in my chambre lange tyme haue be

3e for an here clout/ to wrappe me 736

But* 3if to me sche wole nou3t* do pat/ grace

ffor which ful hale and welked is my face

But* sires to 30U it nys no curtesye

To speken vntil an olde man vilenye 740
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But* he trespace in word o])er elles . in dede

In holy wryf ^e may ^oiire self wel rede /

A3eins an olde man hoor ypon his heede /

3e schullen aryse wherfore I 3iue 30W rede 7-i4

ISTe dojj nou3t' to an olde man non harme now

Ko more paf men dede to 30W

In age if J?at^ 3e so longe abyde

And god he wi]) 30U whej^er 3e go or ryde 748

I mot* go })ider Jjer as T haue to go

]S"ay olde cherl hy god ]?ou schalf noii3t so

Sayde ]?is olde hasardour anon

J)ou ))artest^ nought^ so lightly by seint^ Ion 752

)?ou spake right* now of pilke traitour de]?

]?af in ])is cuntre alle oure frcndes sleejj

haue heer my troujje as ])0U arf his aspye /

Telle wher he is or ]}ou schalt* abye 756

By god and by )je holy sacrament/

ffor sojjly J30u art* on of his assent*

To slen vs 3onge folk ]?ou ftilse ])eef

Xow sires if IpaV it be to 30U so leef 760

To fynde de]) turne vp j^is croked wey

iior in ]?at* groue I lafte him by my fey

vnder a tre and jjere he wole abyde

'Ne for 3oure host* he nyl him no })ing^ hyde 704

Se 3e jjat* Oke right* |)ere 36 schuln him fynde

God saue 30U \>aV bou3t* a3ein mankynde.

And 30U amende f>us sayde ])is olde man)

And euery of ]?ise ryetoures ran [leaf 201, back] 7G8

Til \)ej came to jje tree and Jjer Ipej founde

Of floryns fyne of gold y-coyned rounde

Wei neih a seuen buscheles as hem ]30ught*

JSTo lenger jjenne after de]j \>ej sought* 772

But* eche of hem so glad was of ]>e sight*

ffor ))at* J)e floryns so faire ben and bright*

That* doun jjey sette hem by }?e p?-ecious horde

The worste of hem he spak/ Ipe firste worde 776
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Brejjeren quod lie take keepe wliat^ I say

My witte is gret^ jjougli jjat* I boiirde and play

])is tresour ha)) fortune to vs ^iuen

In nierjjB and lolyte oure lijf* to lyuen 780

And lightly as it^ come]) so wole we S2)ende

Ey goddes precious dignite who wende

To day jjat^ we schulde haue so fair a grace

But^ mighte pis golde be caryed fro |)is place 784:

home to myn hous o])er elles vnto 3oures

fanne mighte we seye j)af it/ were^^st^^v^^^ L'^fly?^'^

])enne were we in lieih felicite ^ ^
..

of the '''

but^ trewely by day it^ may woxM^ H I V E E S - J^?
Men wolde say ])at^ we were ])eu^ ^onge ?3r

And for oure oughne tresour don vs honge

))is tresour nioste y-karied be by iiighf

As wysly and as sleighly as hit< might"* 792

Wherfore I rede lef loke among* vs alle

Be drawe and let see wher |)e cutte wol falle

he ])at* ha)) ])e cutte wi)) herte blythe

Schal renne to toune and ]7at ful swythe 796

To l)rynge vs breed and wyn ful pryuyly

And tuo of^ ous schuln kepe ful subtilly

])is tresour wel and if^ he wol nought^ tarien

Whan ])at* it* is night* we woln ))y tresour carien 800

By on assent* wher as vs luste best

])at* oon of* hem broughte in his feste

And bad hem drawe and loke on whom it wol falle

And it* filk on ))e ^ongeste of* hem alle [leaf 202] 804

And for]) toward ))e toun he wente anon

And also soone as he was y-gon

])at* on of* hem spak* ))us vnto ])at* o])er

J)OU wost* wel ])at* ))ou art* myn owen sworne bro])^?' 808

Thyn prophyte wol I telle J)e anon

])ou wost* wel ))at* oure felawe is gon

And heere is gold and ])af ful gret* plente

That* it* schal departed be among* vs ))re 812
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But' najjeles if I can scliape it/ so

Jjat' it' departed were among' vs tuo

had I nouglif don a frendes turne to ])e

])af ojjer answerde I nof liow ])at mighte be 816

I woof wel ])aV ]je gold is oure tuo

"Whaf schulde we seye wliaf schulde we do

Schal if be counseil sayde Ipe firste sclirewe /

And I schal telle in wordes fewe 820

Whaf we scliuln doon and bringe if wel aboute

I graunte quod J?af o]?er out of' doute

Jjaf by my trewj?e I wol j^e nou3f bewreye

l!^ow quoj) Ipe firste ftou wosf wel we be tweye 824

,And tweyne of vs scliuln strenger ben fian oon

loke wlienne he is sette and jjanne anon

Aryse as f)ou woldesf wi|j him pleye

And I schal renne him Jjurgh j^e sydes tweye 828

Wliiles Jjaf fiou struggelisf wi]) him in game

And wijj
J?y

dagger loke jjou do pe same

And ]?enne schal al ]jis gold departed be

My deere freend bitwixe jje and me 832

jjenne may we bo])e oure lustes fulfille

And pleye atte dys righf af oure owen wille

And jjus accorded ben ))ese schrewes twej-e

To sleen jje Jjridde as ^e herde me seye 836

))is ^ongesf which jjaf wente to fie toun

fful ofte in herte he rolle]) vp and doun

))e beaute of jjese floreynes newe and brighf

lord quojj he if so were f)af I mighf [leaf 202, back] 840

Al jjis tresour wynne to my self allone

Jier nys no man J)af lyuej) vnder ]je trone /

Of god Jjaf scholde lyue as mery as I

And af Jie laste J)e feend oure enemy 844

Putte in his J)0U3f )5af he schulde poysoii beye

With which he mighte sleen his felawes tweye

ffor why Ipe feend fand him in such lyuyng'

Thaf hadde leue him to sorwe brynge 848
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fFor ])is was vtteiiy liis entenf

To sleu hem bojje and neuer to repent

And for]) he gojj no lenger nokle he tarye

In-to pG toun vnto a potycarie / 852

And preyde him paf he him wolde selle

Som poysoiin jjat^ he might* his rattes quelle

And eet pev was a polkat* in his hawe

])-dV as he sayde his Capons had y-slawe / 856

And sayde he wolde wreken him if* he might*

Of* vermyn ]?at* distroyed him by night*

J)e apotykaries answerde J)ou schalt* haue

A ping* Jjat* als god my soule saue 860

In al pis world pev nys no creature

paV eten or drunken haj) of* |)is confecture

^N^ought* but* pe mountaimce of* a corn of* whete

Jiat* he ne schal his lyl^ anon forlete 864

36 sterue he schal and |)at* in lasse while /

|)enne fjou wolt* gon a pace nought* but* a myle

])is poysoun is so strong^ and so vyolent*

|)is cursed man ]mp in his hand y-hent* 868

Jjis jjoysoun in a box and sejjenes he ran

In-to pe nexte strete vnto a man

And borwed him large botelles j?re

And in pe tweyne ]}is poyson j^oured he 872

pe J)ridde he keped clene for his drynke

ffor al pe night* he schop him to swynke

In karying^ of* pe golde out* of J)at* place

And whan |)is ryetour wi]) sory grace [leaf 203] 876

had felled wi]? him his grete botelles jjre

To his felawes a^ayn rej^ayrej) he

What* nedej) it* to sermone ])er-of'* more

ffor right* as paj hadde cast* his def) afore 880

Eight* so pej haue him slayn and paV anon

And whenne paf pis was don pen spak* paV oon

Now let* vs drynke and sytte and make vs mery

And afterward we wolen his body bery 884
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And aftirward it^ happed hem per cas

To take pe hotel J7er-in pe poysoii was

And drank* and 3af' his felawe drynl^e also

iFor which anon Jjey storuen bo]?e tuo 888

But* certes I suppose j)at* Auycenne

Wrot* neuer in no Canoun ne in no fenne

Mo wonder sorwes of* enpoysonyng*

Thus hadde jjise wrecches tuo here endynge 892

Thus ended ben j^is Omycides tuo

And eek*. ]je false enpoysonere also

cursed synne ful of* cursednes

traytours Omycyderes o wikkednes 896

glotenye o luxurie hasardye

J30u blasphemer of* crist* wij) vilenye

And ojJBS grete of* vsage and of* pryde

Alias mankpide how may it betyde 900

Jjerto fin ereatour / Avhich jjat* Jje wrought*

And wiJ7 his precious blood Ipe bought*

j)OU art* so fals and so vnkynde alias

Xow goode men god for3iue 3oure trespas 904

And ware 30U fro pe synne of* auarice /

Myn holy pardoun may 30U alle warisclie

So jjat* 36 offre nobles or sterlinges

Ojjer elles seluer spones broches and rynges / 908

Bowejj 3oure hed vnder ]jis holy bulles

Come]) vp 30 wyues offre]) 30ure wulles

3oure name I entre here in my rolle anon)

In-to pe blisse of* heuen schul 3e gon [leaf 203, hack] 912

1 30U assoille by m^^n lieih powere

3e Jjat* woln olfre as clene and eek* as cleere

As 30. were born and sires lo ]ius I p?-eche

And Ihe^u crist* pa,V is oure soules leche 916

So graunte 30U his pardoun to resceyue

ffor Jjat* is best* I wol 30U nou3t disceyue

But* sires word forgat* I in my tale

I haue reliq^es and pardon in my male 920
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As faire as eny man in Engelond

Wliiche were me 7-30116 by pe popes hond

If' eny of* 3011 wole of deuocion

Offren and haue myn absolucioii 924

Come]? for]} anon and knelejj doun heere

And 36 schuln haue my pardon paV is deere

0]?er elles take]? pardoun as 36 wende

Al newe and freissche at* eiiery tonnes ende 928

80 jjat* 3e oifren alway newe and newe /

Nobles and pens which jjat* ben good and trewe

It^ is an honour to euerich Jiat^ is heere

paf 30 may haue a suffisaunt* jDavdonere 932

To assoille 30U in cuntre as I ryde

Ifor auentures wliich j^at* may betyde

ffor peraduenture jjer may falle on or tuo

Doun of* his hors and breke his necke a tuo 936

loke which a suerte it* is to 30U alle

]}af I am in 3our felaschipe y-falle

p-dV may assoille 30U bojje more and lasse

Whan ]?at* pe soule schal fro ]je body passe / 940

I rede Jjat oure hooste schal begynne

fibr he is most* envokiped in synne

Come]) for]) sire Ost* and offre]) first* anon

And ])ou schalt* kisse ])e relikes euerychoon 911

36 for a grote vnbokel anon py purs

Nay nay qiiod he Jjenne haue I cristes curs

Let* be qiiod he it* / schal nou3t* be so ])eche

J)OU woldest* make me kesse ])in olde breche [leaf 204] 948

And swere it* were a relyk* of* a seinf

])ough it* were wi]) Jiyn foundement* depeynt

But* by ])e Crosse which })at* seint* Eleyne fand

I wolde I hadde ])ine coyllons in myn hand 952

In stede of* relikes olper of* seintuary

let* cutte hem of* I wol ])e helpe hem cary

pey schuln be schryned in an hogges tord

pis pardoner answerde nou3t* a word 956
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So wro}? he was he nolde no word say

Now quod oure Oosf I wil no lenger play

"Wijj ))e ne with non o'per angry man

But^ right^ anon Jie worjjy knight* hygan 960

"Whan Jjat* he saugh J)at* al j^e poeple l[oiigh]

Nomore of* Jiis for it is right^ ynough

Sire p<3!rdoner be mery and glad of* cheere

And 36 sire Oste Jjat* hen to me so deere 964

I pray 30U pat* ^e kisse ]>e prt?'doneere

And pardoner I pr«y ])e Jiat* jjoii drawe Jje neere

And as we dide let* vs langhe and pleye 967

Anon ]?ey kisse and ryden forjj here weye IT Explicit*, fahula.

Tai'doiiarii

CORPUS 454 (6-T. 332)



GROUP B. 0- FEAGMENT III.)

§ 4. THE SHIPMA:t^'S TALE.

^ Here bygynnep ]je scliipniannes tale Ion leaf
204]

Marcliamit^ whilom dwelled at^ Seint* Denys Ca"*

That^ riclie was for which men heelde him wys -^^^ *

A wyf* he hadde of excellent* beaute

And compynable and reuerent* was sche

Which is a J)ing* ]?at* cause]? more dispence

jjen worjj is alle J)e cheere and reuerence 1196

Thaf men haue doon at* festes and at* daunces

Suche salutaciouns and contynances

Passejj as do]) fie schadewe on a wal

But woo is him Jjat* paye moot* for al 1200

]je sely housband algates he nioste paye

he moot* vs clo])e and vs arraye

As for his owen worschij^e richely

In which aray we daunce lolyly 1204

And if* ]jat* he nou^t* may pe/* aduenture [leaf 204, back]

Or elles luste no suche spenses endure /

But* fienkej) it* is waste and y-loste /

Thenne moot* ano])er payen for oure coste 1208

Or lene us golde and ])at* is perilous

})is noble marchand held a noble lious

ffor which he hadde alday gret* repayre

fFor his largenesse and for his wyf* was fayre 1212

])at* wonder is but* herkene]? to my tale

Amonges aH his gestes grete and smale /

{>er was a monk* a fair man and a bolde

I trowe a Jiritty wynter he was olde / 121G

That* euer in oon was drawyng* to ])e place

])is ^onge monk* fat* was so fair of* face
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Aqiieynted was so wij? J?is goode man

Sijjenes IpaV liere firste knowleclie bygan 1220

That^ in liis lioiis as fFamnler Avas he

As it is possible eny frend to be

And for as mekel as fie goode man

And eek^ })is mont of"* which jjat^ I bygan 1224

Were boj^e tiio y-born in o village

The monk^ him clayme]) as for cosynage

And he a^ein he saijj nought^ ones nay

But* was as glad fier of* as foul of* day 1228

fFor to his herte it was a gret* plesaunce

Jjus ben Jtay knitte wij? eterne alliaunce /

And like of* hem gan ofier for to assure /

Of* bro))erhode whiles fat* here lyf may dure 1232

ffre was daun lohii and namely of* dispense

As in ))at* hous and ful of* diligence

To do plesaunce and also gret* costage
/

he nought* forgat* to 3iue Ipe leste page / 123G

In al ]7at* hous but* after here degre

He 3af' Jje lord and sejjins al his meyne /

Whan J^at* he came som maner honest* |)ing*

ffor Vvdiich jiey were al glad of* his comyng* 1240

As foul is fayn whan sonne vp arise]) [leaf 205]

ISTamore of pis as now for it* suffisep

But* so bifeH pis marchaund vpon a day

Schop him to make redy his array 1244

Toward pe toun of* Bruges for to fare

To byen peve a porcioun of* ware

ffor which he Imp to Parys sent* anon)

A messanger and preyed ha]) doun Ion 1248

That* he schulde come to seint* Denys and pleye

Wip him and with his wyf* a day or tweye

Or he to Bruges wente in aH wyse

This noble monk* of* which I 30U deuyse 1252

ha]) of* his abbot* as him lust* licence

By cause he was a man of* heih prudence
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And eek" an officer out^ for to rycle

To see here graunges and here bernes wyde 1256

And vnto seynt^ Denys he come]? anon

Who was so welcome as my lord daun John

Oure deere cosyn fnl of< ciirtesye

Wijj him brought^ he a lobbe of* maluesye 1260

And eek* ano]?er ful of" good vernage

And volatille as ay was his vsage

And J)us I lete hem ete and drynke and pleye

This marchand and J)is monlv* a day or tweye / 1264

The ])ridde day \>is marchand vp arise]?

And on his needes sadly him avisej)

And vp in to his countourhous go]) he
/

To rekne wip himseliie wel may be 1268

Of* ])ilke ^eer how Jiat* if with him stood

And how ]?af he despended hadde his good

And if* J)at* he encresed were or non

his bokes and his bagges many oon 1272

he ley}) bifore him on his countyng* bord

fful riche was his tresour and his hoord

fFor which ful faste his counterhous dore he schette

And eek* he nolde noman schulde him lette 1276

01^ his aconntes for J)e mene tyme [leaf 205, back]

And ])us he sitte til it* was passed pr?'me

Daim lohn was rysen in ])e morne also /

And in ])e gardyn walke]) to and fro 1280

And ha]) his finges sayde deuoutely

J)is goode wyf* cam walkynge pryuely

In to ])e gardyn ])er he walke]) softe

And him salueth as sche ha]) don ofte 1284

A mayden childe came in hire companye

Which at hire luste may gouerne and gye

ffor ^it vnder ])e 3erde was Ipe mayde

deere Cosyn myn daun lohn sche sayde / 1288

What* eyle]) 30U so ra])e to aryse

Nece quod he it* aughte ynough suffise
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ffyue houres for to slepen on a nyglit

But* it* were for an olde palled kniglit 1292

As ben ]>ese wedded men pat"* lye and dare

As in a forme sitte alway an hare

Were al forstraught* wij? houndes grete and smale

But* deere neece why he ^e so pale /
1296

I trowe certes J)at* oure goode man

haj) 30U laboured sej^enes jje night* bygan

Jjaf 30U were neede to resten hastily

And wijj ]?at* word he lough ful meryly 1300

And of* his owne Jjought he wax al reed

This fayre wyf* gan to schake hire heed

And sayde Ipus 3e god wot* al qtiod sche

Nay cosyn myn it* stant* nou3t* so wi]? me / 1304

ffor by pat* god pat* 3aff/ me soule and lyf*

In aH pe rewme of ffraunce is per no wyf

That* lasse lust* hap to pat* sory pley

ffor I may synge alias and welawey 1 308

pat* I was born but* to no wight* quod sche

Dar I nou3t* telle how it stant* Avip me

"Wherfore I penke out* of* pis lond to wende

Or elles of* myself* to make an ende / 1312

So ful am I of* drede and of* care [leaf 206]

This monk* bygan vpon pis wyf* to stare

And sayde alias my neece god it* forbede

That* 36 for eny sorwe or ony drede 1316

ffordo 30ure self* but* tellep forp 3oure greef*

Peraduenture I may in 3our mescheef*

Counseile or helpe and perfore tellep me

AH 30ure annoye for it* schal be secre 1320

ffor on my portos I make an oth

pat* neuer in my lijf* for leef* ne lop

Ne schal I of* no counseil 30U bewreye

The same a3ein to 30U quod sche I seye 1324

By god and by pis portos I swere

pey men wolde me al to peeces tere
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Ne sclial I iieiier for to go in to helle

Bewreye a word of* JJing^ fiaf ^e me telle /
1328

[N'ougRt* for no cosynage ne alliaunce

But* verreily for loue and affiaunce

Thus ben jjey swore and her-vpon y-kiste

And ilk' of hem tolde ojjer what* liem liste 1332

Cosyn qiiod sche if* I hadde a space

As I haue non and namely in jjis place

Jeanne wolde I telle a legende of my lyf*

What* I haue suflfred sethens I was a wyf 1336

Wi]) mjn housband and Jjeigh he be ^our cosyn

JS'ay quod ]}is monk* by god and by seint* Martyn

he nys no more cosyn^vnto me

Jjan is |)is leef* fiat* hangejj on pe tre 1340

I clepe him so by seint* Denys in ffraunce

To haue jje more cause of* acqueyntaunce

Of 30U which I haue loued specially

Abouen aH wo??imen sikerly 1344

This were ynough on my profession

Telle]) ^oure greef* lest^ ])at* he come a-doun

And hastejj 30U and goj) 30ure wey anon

My deere loue qtiod sche daun lohn 1348

fful leef* me were Jjis counseil to hyde fieaf 206, back]

But* out* it* mot* if may no lenger abyde

myn housbond is to me J)e worste man

pat* euer was sijjenes jje world bygan 1352

But* sij^enes I am a wyf* if sit nou^t me

To telle no wighf of* oure pryuyte

ISTeyj^er a bedde ne in non ojjer place

God schilde I scholde telle if for his grace 1356

A wyf* ne schal naf seyn of* hire housband

Buf all honoui-' as I can vn'derstande

Saue vnto 30U Jjus moche telle T schal

As help me god he nys nou3f worj? af al 1360

In no degre ])e value of* a flye

Buf 3it me greuejj mosf his nyggardye
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And wel 3 e woot* jjatf* wo?winen naturelly

Desyren j^inges seuen as wel as I 1364

fey wolden jjat^ here housbandes scholde be

hardy and wys riche and pez'-to fre

And buxum to his wyf^ and freissch a bedde

Buf by >at^ ilke lord jjat^ for vs bledde 1368

fPor his honour my seine to arraye

A sonday next^ I moste paye

An hundred fFrankes or elles am I lorn

3et^ were me leuer jjat^ I were vnborn 1372

jjenne me were don a sclaunder or vilenye

And if* myn housbande eeke might aspye

I nere but* lost* and ]?erfore I 30U preye

lene me Jiis so?«me and elles mot* I deye 1376

Daun lohn I say lene me ])ese hundred frankes

Par de I wol not* fayle ]je my fankes

If* fiat* 30U luste to do Jiat* I 30U -piSLj

ffor at* a certein day I wole 30U pay 1380

And do to 30U what* plesaunce and seruise

That* I may do right* as 30U lust* deuyse

And but* I do god take on me vengaunce

As foule as hadde genyloil of ff?Taince 1384

This gentil monk* answerde in ]jis manere [leaf 207]

JS'ow trewely myn owen lady deere

I haue qiiod he on 30U so gret* a rouj^e

That* I 30U swere and plighte 30U my trouj^e 1388

That* whan 30ure housbonde is to fflaundres fare

I wol delyuer 30U out* of* pis worldes care /

ffor I wol bringen 30U an hundred frankes

And wij) pat* he caught* hir by pe schankes 1392

And hire enbraced harde and kissed ofte

Go]j now 30ure weye quod he al stille and softe

And let* vs dyne as sone as euer 3e may

ffor by my chilyndre it* is prnne of* pe day 1396

Go]) now and be]) as trewe as I schal be /

Now elles god forbede sire quod sche
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And forjj sche goj? as gelous as a pye

And bad jje cokes J?at^ Jjey schulde hem liye 1400

So ]?at* men mighte dyne and ]7at anon

vp to hir housbonde is pis wyf* y-gon

And knokkej) at his countom-^ boldely

Quy la quod he peter it^ am I 1404

QiioJ) sche what how longe wol ^e faste /

how longe tyme wol 36 rekne and caste

3oure sommes ^oure bokes and 3onre ]?inges

])G denyl haue part* on aH suche rekenynges 1408

3e han ynough parde of^ goddes sonde

Come doun to day and lete 3oure bagge stonde

Ne be 3e nought* aschamed J?af Dann lohn

Schal fastyng* al ])is day elenge gon 1412

What* lete vs heere masse go we dyne

Wyf* quod pis man ful lytel canstow dyuyne

The curious busynesse pat* we haue

ifor of* vs chapmen so god me saue 1416

And by ])af lord J^at* called is seinf yue

Skarsly amonges twelue tweye schuln ]?riue

Continuelly lastyng* vnto oure age

We may wel make chere and good visage 1420

And dryue for]? fe world as it may be Peaf 207, back]

And kepen oure estate in priuite

Til we be deed or elles fat* we pleye

A pylgrymage or gon out* of* Ipe weye 1424

And J)6rfore haue I gret* necessite

vpon pis queynte worlde to auyse me

ffor euermore we mote stande in drede

Of* happe and fortune in oure chapmanhede 1428

To fflaundres wol I go to morne at* day

And come a3ein as sone as euer I may

ffor which my deere wyff* I pe beseke

As be to eue?-y wight* buxom and meke 1432

And for to kepe oure good be curious

And honestly gouerne wel oure hous
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]}0u liast^ jmougfi in enery nianer wyse

That^ to a tkrifty housbonde may suffise 1436

The lakke]) non array ne no vitayle

Of* Siluer in ]?i purs ]?ou mayst^ nou3f fayle

And wi]j ]jaf Avord his countour dore he schette

And doTin he go]? no lenger nolde he lette 1440

And hastyly a masse was jjer sayde

And speedly Jje tables were layde

And to p& dyner faste Ipej hem speede

And richely ]jis monk* Jie Chapman fedde 1444

And after dyner daun lohn soburly

This Chapman toot a part* al pryuyly

he seyde him Jjus cosyn it* stande]? so

]?at* wel I see to Bruges wolle 30 go 1448

God and seint* austyn spede 30U and gyde

I pray 3on Cosyn wysly jjat* 30 ryde

Gouerne)) 30U also of* 3oure dyete

And temperally and namely in })is hete 1452

Byiwixe vs tuo neede}) no straunge fare

ffare wel cosyn god scliilde 30U fro care

If* eny Jiing* ]?er be by day or by night*

If* it* ligge in my power and my might* 1456

That* 3e me wol comaunde in eny wyse [le.if 208]

It* schal be doon right* as 30 wil deuyse

]?ing* er ))at* 3e gon if* ]jat* it* may be

1 wolde preye 30U for ])e loue of* me 1460

An hundred frankes for a wyke or tweye

ffor certeyn bestes J?at* I moste beye

To store with a place J?at* is owres

God helpe me I wolde Jjat* it* were 30\vres 1464

I schal nought* fayle suerly of* my day

!N"ought* for a Jjousand frankes a myle way

But* lete ])is Jjing^ be secre I 30U preye

3e schulle be payed wher Jiat* I lyue or deye 1468

And fare now wel myn owen cosyn dere

Graunt* mercy of* 3oure cost* and of* 30ure chere
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This noble marcliaunt^ gentilly anon

Answerde and sayde Cosyn dann lolin 1472

Now sikerly pis is a smal requeste

My gold is 30ures whan j^at" ener 3011 leste

And nought^ oonly my gold bnt^ my chafFare

Talc* whaf 30U leste god schilde Jia'b 3e spare 1476

But^ o jjing" is ^e knowe it wel ynougR

Of^ chapmen ])at here monee is here plough

We may creaunce whiles we haue a name /

But' goldles for to be if is no game 1480

Pay if a3ein whan if lij? in ^our ese

After my mighf ful fayn wolde 1 30U plese

jjise hundred frankes he fette for]? anon

And pryuyly he took' hif to daun lohn 1484

No wighf in al J)is world wist of pis lone

Sauyngi jjig marchaimf and daun lohn aUone

fey dranken and romed ouf to pleye

Til paf daun lohn rydejj to his abbeye 1488

J)e morne came and for]? pis marchaunf rydep

To fflaundres ward his prentys wel him gydep

Til he cam in to Bruges meryly

Now gop pis marchaunf faste and bysyly 1^92

Aboute his neede and byep and creauncep [leaf 208, back]

he neyper pleyep af pe dys ne dauncep

Buf as a marchand schortly for to telle

he leef his wyf and per I lete him dwelle 1496

pe sonday nexf pe marchaunf was agon

To seinf Denys I-comen is Daun lohn

Wip croune and berde freissch and newe schaue

In al pe hous per nas so lite a knaue 1500

Ne no wighf elles paf he nas fayn

ffor paf my lord doun lohn was come agayu)

And schortly to here poynf for to gon)

pis fayre wyf' acordep to daun lohn 1504

And for pis hundred ffrankes he schulde al nighf

haue hire in his armes bolf vprighf
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And ])is acorde parfournied was in dede

In myr])e al nig!it^ / a busy lyf* Ipej lede 1508

Til it^ was day jjaf daun lolln went* his way

And bade Ipe nieyne far wel haue good day

fFor non of^ hem ne no wight* in ]>& toun

ha]j of' daun lohn right* non suspecioun 1512

and for}? he rydej? home to his abbay

Or wher him luste no more of* him I say

This marchaunt* whan jjat* ended was Ipe ffayre

To seint* Denys he gan for to repayre 1516

And wij) his wyf* he make]? feste and chere

And telle]) hire jjaf chaflfare is so deere

J?at* needes moste he make a Cheuesaunce

ffor he was boimden in a reconysaiince 1520

To paye xx jjousand scheldes anon

ifor which J?is marchaunt* is y-wont* to gon

To borwe of* certein frendes fiat* he hadde

A certeyn frankes and some wij? him he ladde 1524

And whan pat* he was come in to Jje toun

ffor g.ret* chierte and gret/ affeccioun

vnto daun John he ferst* him goj? to pleye

Nought* for to borwe of^ him no moneye 1528

But* for to wite and se of^ his welfare [leaf 209]

And for to tellen him of* his chaffare

As frendes don when ]?ey ben mette in feere

Daun lohn him make]} feste and mery cheere 1532

And he him tolde a3ein ful specially

how he hadde brought* ful wel and graciously

Jjanked be god al liool liis marchaundise

Saue ]jat* he moste in aH maner wyse 1536

Maken a cheuysance as for his beste

And Jjenne he schulde be in ioye and reste

Daun John answerde certes I am fayn

pat* 36 in hele be come home agayn 1540

And if* ])at* I were riche as haue I blisse

Of* twenty jjousand scheldes scholde ^e nou3t' misse
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ffor 36 so kynclely pis o]?er day

Lente me golde as I can and may 1544

I jjanke 3011 by god and by seint' lame

But na]?eles I toolv^ vnto oiire dame

3oure wyf at* home jje same gold a^ain

vpon 3oure benche sche wot* it^ wel certain 1548

By certein toknes j^at* I can liire telle /
' ^iy \^

1^0w by 3oure leue I may no lenger dAvelle -> Tj C T rn V^^l

Oure abbot^ wol out' of* bis toiin anom

And in his companye niof I gon v <t''i ^, Tpn"tT^ ^552

Gref wel oure dame myn owen nece swete '̂- . ..lu .

'^i^'**^'''^'^

And fare Avel dere cosyn til we mete

This marchaunfc' wi]) j^at* was ful war and wys

Creaunsed haj) and eek" payed in Parys 1556

To certein lumbardes redy in here hand

J)is somme of* gold and gat* of^ hem ])e band

And home he go]) mery as popyngay

ffor wel he knew he stood in such aray 1560

paf needes moste he wynne in such a viage

A fousend frankes abouen al his costage

his wyf* ful redy mette him atte gate

As sche was wont of* old vsage algate 1564

And al J)at* night* in mirfie Jiey besette /
[leaf 209, back]

ffor he was riche and clerly out* of* dette

Whan it* was day J) is marchant^ gan enbrace
/

his wyf* al newe and kissed hire on hire face 1568

And vp he go]? and make]) it* wonder tough

No more o^od sche by god 36 haue ynough

And wantounly a3ein wi]) him sche pleyde

Tille atte laste ])at* pis marchant* seyde 1572

By god Q^iod he 1 am a litel wro])

Wi]) 30U my wyf* ])ough it* be me loth

And wote 3e why by god as ])at* I gesse

ffor ye haue made a nianer straungenesse 1576

Bytwixen me and my cosyn daun lohn

3e schulde haue warned me er I hadde gon
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|jat^ he hadde 3011 an hundred frankes payed

By redy tokne and he him held yuel payed 1580

ffor ])SiV I to him spalv^ of* cheuysaunce

Me semed so as by his contynaunce

But* naj)eles by god and heuen king*

I Jjoughte nought* to axe of* him) no j^ing^ 1584

I pray Jje wyf* ne do no more so

Telle me alway er J)at* I fro jje go

If* eny dettour ha]j in myn absence

I-payed Ipe leste jjurgh J)in necligence 1588

I might* him axe a ])ing* j^at* he ha]) payed

Jjis was nas nough affered ne affrayed

But* boldely sche seyde and ])at* anon

Mary I diflfye Jjat* false monk* daun lohn 1592

I kepe nought* of* his tokenes neuer a deel

he tok* me certein gold J)is wot* I wel

"What* euele pedani on his monkes snowte /

ffor god it* wot* I wende wijjouten doute / 1596

])at* he hadde 3oue it* me by cause of* 30U

To do ]?er wijj myn honour and my prow

ffor cosynage and eek* for bele chere
,J_,^^,^^o^oJ_l i i [} Skip a leaf wliich
pat* he nap had luloite tyme lieere

'

is headed Thopas.]

But* sejjins I see I stonde in such disioynt* [leaf 211]

I wol answere 30U schortly to J)is poynt*

3e haue mo slakker dettours })en am I

ffor I wol paye 30W wel and redily 1604

ffro day to day and if* so be I fayle

I am 30ur wyf* score it* vpon my tayle

And I schal paye as sone as euer I may

ffor by my troujje I haue on my?z array 1608

And nought* on waste bestowed euery del

And for I haue bestowed it* so wel

To 30ure honour for goddes sake I say

As be nought* wrojj but* lete vs laughe and play 1612

3e schuln my ioly body haue to wedde /

By god I nyl nought* paye 30U but* a bedde
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£for3iue it* me myn owen spouse deere /

Turne hiderward and make]) bettre cheere 1616

This marchaunt* seyh pev was no remedye

And for to chyde it* nere but* folye
/

Se]}ins ])at* ])e ])ing* may nouglit* amended be

Now wyf* he sayde and I for3iue it* J)e 1620

But* by jjin lyf* ne be no more so large

kepe bet* my good ])is 3iue I Jje in charge
/

J)us ende]} now my tale and god vs sende

Toylyng*ynough vnto oure lyues ende IT Explicit* 1624

Here ende]) J)e schipmannes tale
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JITW El seyde by corpus dominus

T T N'ow lange mote jjou sayle by ])e coste

Sire gentil mayster gentil marynere /

God 3iiie pe monk^ a jjousand last' quade 3ere
/

1628

A lia felawes bej) war of' such a lape /

])e mont putte in ))e mannes hood an ape /

And in his wyues eek* by seinf austyn

Drawe]) no monkes more in to ^oure In 1632

Buf now passe ouer and let* vs seke aboute

Who schal now telle fersf of al J)is route

AnoJ)er tale and wij? ])af word he sayde

As curteysly as if hadde ben a mayde [leaf 211, back]

My lady prioresse by 30ur leue

So Jjaf I wiste I schulde 30U nought* greue /

I wolde deme J^af 3e telle schulde

A tale next* if* so were ))at* 3e wolde 1640

'Now wole 30 fouche sauf" my lady deere /

Gladly quo]) sche and sayde in pis manere
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[No gaps between the stanzas.']

^ Here begynneth ))e tale of Alma redemptoris

]?e prioresses Tale. H Vrologe

IF Domine ^ommu^ noster

lord oure lord J>in name how merueilous

Is in |)is large word y-spredde qiiod she

ffor nought* only ]?yn laud precious

Parfourned is by men of* dignite 1646

But* by ])e mouth of* children ]?in bounte

Parformed is for on oure brest* soukynge

Som tynie schewen jjey ]?in heryynge 1649

IT Wherfore in laude as I can best* or may
Of* }?e and of* jje white lyly flour

Which j?at* J?e bar and is a mayde alwey

To telle a story I wol don my labour 1653

Nought* J»at* I may encrece hire honour

ffor sche hireself* is honour and \)erio roote /

Of* bounte next* hire sone of* soules boote 1656

5r mooder mayde mayde moder fre

O busch vnbrent* brennyng* in moyses sight*

That* rauysche)) doun fro ])e deytele

J)urgh J?in humbles Jje gost* Jjat* in ]?e alight* 1660

Of* whos vertu whan he in J}in herte alight*

Conceyued was Jie fadres sapience

Help me to telle it* in ])in reuerence 1663

IF Lady jjin bounte and j^in magnificence

jjin vertu and |)in gref humilite

Ther may no tonge expresse in no science

ffor som tyme lady er men preye to jje 1667

Jjou gost* biforn and ]?in benignite

And getest* vs to light* Jjurgh J?in prayere

To gyden vs vnto J)in sone so clere [leaf 21 2]
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My connyng^ is to ^vayk^ o blisful queene

ffor to declare Ipui grete worjjinesse

That^ I ne may ])e weiglite nouglit^ susteene /

But^ as a cliilde of^ xij montlie elde or lesse 1674

That* can vnnej^es any word expresse /

Rig^t^ so fare I and Jjerfore I 30U preye

GydeJ) my song^ IpaV I schal of 30U seye 1677

[THE TALE.]

|lier "was in a cite in a gret^ cite

Amonges cristen folt and lewerye

Susteyned by a lord of^ pat^ cuntre

ffor foule vsm-e and lucre of^ vilanye 1681

hatful to Crist' and to his companye

And Jjurgh ])e strete men mighte ryde or wende

ffor it' was fre and open af euery ende 1684

A lytel scole of* cristen folk* Iper stood

Doun af Jje furjjer ende in which ))er were

Children an heepe y-come of' cristes blood

Thaf lered in jjaf scole 3ere by 3eere 1688

Such maner doctrine as men vsed pere

This is to say to syngen and to rede

As smale children don in here childhede 1691

Among* J)is children was a wydewes sone

A litel clergoun vij 3er of' age

Thaf day by day to scole was liis wone /

And eet also wher he saugh. the ymage / 1695

Of' cristes mooder hadde he in vsage

As bim was taughf to knele a doun and seye

his aue marie as he go]? by ])e weye 1698
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Thus haj} )?is wyclewe hire litel child y-tau3fc*

Oure blisful lady cristes mooder deere /

To worschipe ay and he forgat* if nought*

fFor sely child wol alday sone lere 1702

But* ay whan I reniembre me on Jjis matere

Seynt* Mcholas stanf euer in my presence

fFor he so 3onge to crist* dede reuerence 1705

IT This child his litel hook* lernynge [leaf 212, back]

As he sat* in pe scole at* his primere

he alma redemptoris herde synge
/

As children lerned here antiphoner 1709

And as he durste he drough him ner and neer

And herkned ay ]je wordes and pe noote
/

Til he jje firste vers coiijje al by roote
/ 1712

]N'on3t* wiste he what* ]je latyn was to say

fFor he so 3ong* and tender was of* age /

But* on a day his felawe gan he preye

To expounen him |)is song* in his langage / 1716

Or tellen him why Jjis song* was in vsage /

This jDreyde he him to construe and declare /

IFul ofte tyme vpon his knees bare / 1719

his felawe which Jjat* elder was ]?an he

Answerde him Jjus jjis song* I haue herd say

Was maked of* oure blisful lady fre

hire to salue and eeke hire for to pray 1723

To ben oure helpe and socour whan we deye

I can no more expounde in Jjis matiere

I lerne song* I can but* smale gramere / 1726

IT And is fis song* ymade in reuerence

Of* cristes mooder sayde J»is Innocent

"Now certes I wol don my diligence

To konne it* er Cristemas be went* 1730
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JjougR ])tiV I for my prymer schal be schent

And sclial [be] beten jjries in an houre

I wol if konne onre lady to honoure 1733

IF his felawe taught^ him homward pryuyly

ffro day to day til he cou])e it by roote

And J)enne he sang^ it^ wel and boldely

ffro word to word acordyng^ to jje note / 1737

jjiies on a day it^ passe)) jjurgh his ))rote /

To scoleward and homward whan he went^

On cristes moder sette was his entent/ 1740

As I haue sayde )?urghouf J)e lewerie

This litel childe as he came to and fro neaf2i3]

fful meryly
J?
en wolde he synge and crye /

On alma redemptoris euermo 1744

The swetnes ha]) his herte perced so

Of cristes mooder ])at^ to hure to preye

He can nought* stynte of syngynge by ])e weye / 1747

IF Oure firste foo J)e serpenf Sathanas

That* haj) in lewes his waspes neste

vp swalle and sayde Ebrayke poeple alias /

Is ])is a ])ing* to 3on j)af is honeste /
1751

faf suche a boy schal walken as him leste /

In 30iire despite and syngen of such sentence

Which is a3ein oure lawes reuerence /
1754

IT ffro ])ennes forth J)e lewes han conspired

This Innocent* out* of ])is world to chace

In homicidie |)er-to han Jiey hyred

])at* in an aley had a pryue place i758

And as jje childe gan forby for to pace

J)is cursed lew him hente and heeld faste

And cutte his ])rote and in a putte him caste /
1761
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^ I say |)at^ in a wardrobe pcy liim clrewe /

AYher as j}ise lewes pnrgen entraille

0' cursed follc^ of* heroudes al newe /

What* may 30ure eiiyl entent* 30U auayle / 1765

Mordre wole out* certain it* wol nought* fayle

And namely pere honour of* god schulde sprede

J)e blood out* cryej) on 30ur cursed dede 1768

^ martyr sonded to virginite

!N"ow maystoAV syngen fohvyng* euer in oon

The white lanibe celestial quod he /

Of* which fte grete euazmgelist* seint* lohn 1772

In Pathmos wrot* which seij? Jjey ]?at* gon

Byforn pis lambe and synge a song* al newe

jjat* neuer fleisschly wo5??men Jiey knewe 1775

IF ])is pore wydewe waytejj al J^at* night^

After ]?is litel childe but* hom cam he nou3t*

ffor whom as sone as it* was dayes light* [leaf 21:?, back]

"VVij? face pale for drede and busy Jjought 1779

Sche hajj at* scole and elles wher him sought*

Til fynally sche gan so fer aspye

])at* he was seyn last* in ]pQ lewerye 1782

^ With moodres pyte in hire brest* enclosed

Sche go|) as jjough sche were half* out* of* mynde /

To euery place where sche hajj supposed

By lyklyhede hire childe for to fyncle 1786

And euer on cristes moder meke and kynde

Sche cryed and at* pe laste J)us sche wrought*

Among* jje cursed lewes sche him sought* 1789

Sche freynej) and sche preye]) pitously

To euery lewe ])at* dwelt* in jiilke place .-

To telle hire if* hire child went* hem by

Thay sayden nay but* ih^s?;^^^ of his grace [' MS ihc]
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3af^ in hire Jjouglit^ wijj-in a litel space

paV in ])aV place after hire sone sche cryede

J}er he was caste in a putte besyde 170G

IT grete lord j^at^ p«?-formed 1pm laiide

By niou]? of* Innocence lo here ])y inight^

This genime of^ chastite J)is Emerande

And eek^ of^ martirdome ])e ruby bright^ 1800

Jjer he wij) Ipiote y-korue lay vpright^

he alma redemptoris gan to synge

50 loude IpaV al ]>& place gan to rynge 1803

51 The cristen foll^ jjat^ purgh j^e strete went

In comen for to wondren on ))is j^ing"

And hastely Ipej for jje prouosf sent

he came anon wifiouten eny taryyng^ 1807

And heriej) crist^ J^at is of^ heuen king^

And eek* his niooder honour of^ mankynde

And after J^at^ jje lewes lef he bynde 1810

This childe wi]) pitous lamentacioii

vp taken syngyng^ his song' alway

And with honour and gret procession /

They carien him to jje next' abbay [leaf 2uj

his moder swownyng' by ])e here lay

vnnejjes mighte Ipe pceple Jjaf was pere

This newe rachel bringe fro his here 1817

WiJ) tormenf and with schameful dej) ilkon

This prouosf do]? j^is lewes for to sterue

Thaf of j?is moerdre wiste and ]?af anon

he nolde non such cursednesse obserue / 1821

Euel schal haue ])af euel wol deserue

perfore with wilde hors he dede him drawc

And after Tpaf he hynge him by j^e lawe 1824
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IT Vj^on ])is beere ay lijj ])is Innocent^

Biforn jje chiefs aiiter whiles masse last^

And after j^af pe abbot^/ wi|) bis couent

badde spedde him for to burye liim als fast 1828

And whan ])ey halywater on him cast*

3it* spak* pe child when spreynt* was J7e holy water

And sang* alma redemptoris mater 1831

^ This abbot* which ])at* was an holy man

As monkes hen or elles oughten to ^ be [^ ? to later]

This 3onge childe to coniure he bigan

And sayde deere childe I hailse pe 1835

By vertu of* pe holy trinite

Telle me what* is pj cause for to synge

Sijjenes jjat* Jjy Jjrote is kutte at my semynge 1838

IT My Jjrote is cutte vnto my nekke bon

Sayde j)is childe and as by way of* kynde

I schulde haiie deyed ^e long* tyme agon

Bat* ihesu crist* as 30 in bookes fynde 1812

Wol Jjat* his glorie laste and be in mynde

And for pe worschipe of* his moder deere /

3et* may I synge alma lowde and cleere 1845

II This welle of* mercy crystes mooder swete

I loued alwey as after my konnyng*

And whan paV I my lyff* schulde lete

To me sche cam and bad me for to synge 1849

This anteme verraily in my mynde deynge [lear -211, back]

as 36 haue herd and when Jjat* I hadde songe

Me ])0Ught* sche leyde a greyn vjoon my tonge
J

1852

IT Wherfore I synge and synge moot* certein

In honour of* pe blisful martir fre

Til of* my tonge of* tak-en is pe greyn

And after pat* sayde sche t>us to me 185G
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My litel childe now wol I fecclie Jje

Whan ]?at^ ])j grein is fro ]>j tonge y-take

Be nought^ a-gast I wol ]?e nought^ forsake 1859

^ ])is holy mont Jiis abbot^ him mene I

his tunge oiit^ canght* / and took^ awey J)e greyn

And he ^af^ up ])e gosf ful softely

And when ])is abbot / hadde J)is wonder seyn 1863

his salte teeres stiyked doun as reyn

And gruff' he fell al plat' vnto Jje grounde

And stille he lay as he hadde ben y-bounde
/

1866

IT pe couenf eek* lay vppon Jje paujTnenf

Wepyng' and herying' cristes moder deere

And after Jjaf ]?ay ryse and for ben vronV

And toke awey J)is martir fro his here / 1870

And in a tombe of marbiH stones clere

Enclosen pey his litel body swete

Ther he is now god leue vs for to mete 1873

IT ^onge hewe of* lincoUe slayn also

Wi]) cursed lewes as if is notable

IFor it* nys buf a litel while ago

Preye eek* for vs we synful follv^ vnstable 1877

That* of* his mercy god so merciable

On vs his grete mercy multiplye

ffor reuerence of his mooder marie Amel!^ ^ Explicit*
//
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Whan seycle was J)is tale enerj man

As sober was Jjaf wonder was to se

Til IpaV owre Oste lape
J30

bygan

And |)enne at^ erst^ he loked vpon me IF Chaiicere

And sayde jjus wliat^ man art* ])ou qiwd he

Thou lokest* as Jjou woldest* fynde an hare /
[leaf 2in]

ffor euer vpon fie ground I se jje stare 1887

Approche ner and loke meryly

Now ware 30U sires and lef Jjis man han place

he in Jje waste is schapen as wel as I

This were a popef in armes to embrace 1891

ffor any wo?7iman smal and fair of* face

he semej) eluyssch by his contynaunce

ffor vnto no wight* do]) he dalyaunce 1894

Say now somwhat* sejjins ojjer folk* han sayd

Telle vs a tale of* merjje and Jjat* anon

Oste quod I ne be nought* yuel a-payde

ffor ofer tale certes can I non 1898

But* of* a Kyme I lerned longe agon

3e jjaf is good q;iwd he schuln we here

Som deynte ])ing* me ])inke]j by his cheere

.

1901
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[No gaps bettveen the stanzas in the MS.]

^ Here bygynnetli ]je tale of Chaucer of* sire Thopag
Ca'" xix™

[Fi/tte L]

Estenejj lordes in good entente

And I wol telle verramenf

Of^ miracle and solace 1904

Al of^ a knight^ was fayr and gent*

In bataille and in tornaraenf

His name was sire Thopace 1907

I-born he w^as in ferre ciintre

In fflaundres al be3onde ]?e se

Af poperyng< in J?e place
"

1910
his fader was a man ful fre

And lord he was of ]jaf contre

As it* was goddes grace 1913

Sire Thopas was a doughty swajTi

"Whyt* was his face as Payndemayn

his lyppes reed as Rose 1916
his robe is like Scarlet* en grayn

And I 30U telle in good certayn

he hadde a semely nose 1919

his herd his heer was lik* saffroun

That* to his gurdel straiight* a-doun [leaf 2].% tack]

his schoon of* Cordewayne / 1922
Of* Bruges were his hosen brouri

his robe was of* Ciclatoun

That* coste many a layne 1925
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lie GOiilpQ liunte at^ wylde deer

And Eyde an haiikynge by pe ryiier

Wi]3 gray goshauk' on honde 1928

Ther to he was a good archer

Of* wrastlyng^ was J)er non his peer

Ther any man schulde stonde 1931

fiiil many a ma3''de bright' in hour

They mourne for him paramour

When Jjey were bef to slepe 1934

But* he was chaste and no lecchour

And swete as is ])e bremble flour

jjaf berej) pe rede hepe 1937

^ And so byfeH vpon a day

ffor sojje as I 3on telle may

Sire Thopas wolde ouf ryde 1940

he worjje vpon his steede gray

And in his hande a launcegay

A long' swerd by his syde 1943

he prikej? Jjurgli a fair foresf

Ther Inne is many a wilde beesf

3e boJ)e bucke and hare 194G

And as he prike]? north and Est*

I telle 30U him hadde almest*

Betydde a sory care 1919

Ther springen herbes grete and smale

The lycoris and ]je Setuale

And many a clowe Gylofre 1952

And notemuges to puf in ale

Whejjer if be moysf or stale

Or for to leye in Coflre 1955
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The Lriddes syngen it^ is nou3f nay

The sperhauk* and ])e"pop}Tigay Peaf2i6]

Thaf loye it^ Avas to heere / 1958

The jjrostilkok made eek his lay

The woode dowfe vpon J)e spray

Sche sang^M loude and cleere 1961

Sire Thopas feH in loue longyng*

And whan he herde Jje frustel syng^

And priked as he were wood 1964

his faire steede in his prikynge

So swette pat* men might him wrynge

his sydes were al blood 1967

Syre Thopas eek so wery was

ffor prykyng* on jje softe gras

So fers was his corage 1970

Thaf doun he leyde him in jjat* place

To maken his steede som solace

ffor he was so sauage 1973

seynf mary benedicite

What* eylejj jjis loue at* me

To bynde me so sore 1976

Me dremed al jjis night* parde

An elf* queen schal my lemman be

And slepe vnder my gore 1979

An Elf* queene wol I loue ywys

ffor in })is worlde no man is

AVor])y to be my make 1982

in toune

AH oJ?re wommen I forsake

And to an elf* queen I me bytake

By dale and eek by downe 1986
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In to his saclel he cam anon

And prike]} ouer stile and ston

And elf* queene for to aspie 1989

Til he so longe ha|) lyden and gon

Tliaf he fond in a priue woon

The cuntre of fayrye 1992

IT So wylde

ffor in ])SiV cuntre nas per non [leaf 210, back]

[ oio gap in the MS.]

K"eyJ)er wijf' ne childe /
1996

Til him per cam a loly geaimf

his name was cleped sire Olyphaunt

A perilous man of dede 1999

he seyde child by Termagaunt

But^ if* pou prike out* of* myn haunt*

Anon I slee J)in steede 2002

IT Wijj mace

here is pe queene of* fayerye

Wij) harpe and pype and Synphonye

dwellynge in pis place /
2006

The childe seyde so mote I pe

To morne wol I meeten pe

When I haue myn armure 2009

And 3it* I hope par ma fay

That* pou schalt* wip pis launcelay

Abeyen it* ful sore 2012

H purgh pine mawe /

Schal I perce if* I may

Or it* be fully pryme day

ffor heere pou schalt* be slawe /
2016
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Sire Thopas drow a bat ful faste

])is geaunt^ at^ him stones caste /

Out^ of^ a felle staf' slynge 2019

But* faire askape]? cliild Thopas

And al it^ was jjurgh goddes gras

And jjurgh his faire berynge 2022

3it* lestenejj lordes to my tale/

Murier ])eii pe nightyngale

ffor now I wole 30U roune / 2025
how sire Thopas mth sydes smale /

Prykyng* ouer downe and dale /

Is come a^ain to tonne 2028

his mery men comaunded he /

To maken him bojje game and glee

ffor needes moste he fight* 2031
Wi]) geaunt* with hedes ]?re

ffor iparamour and lolyte • [go tack to leaf 210

Of* on ]jaf schon ful bright* 2034

Do come he seyde myne menstrales

And gestours for to telle vs tales /

Anon in myn armyng* 2037
Of* Eomances ]?at* ben realles /

Of* popes and of* Cardynalles /

And eek* of* loue lykyng* 2040

They fette him ferst* j>e ^ swete wyn [' wrongly dotted under}

in a later hand, '\ */-^'^^
^^l^^'^^'^^ , , ,' l-Ofgyngebreed >at was f ..]

no gap in the 3IS.]

And lycoryus and eek* comyn

Wi]) Sucre jjat* is trye 2046
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He dede next^ his white leere

Of^ cloj) of^ lake fyn and clere

A breche and eeb a scherte 2049

And nexf his scherte an aketoun)

And oner jjat^ an habergoim

ffor persyng* of his herte 2052

And oner j^at^ a fyn hauberk^/

Was al y-wrought^ of* lewes werlv^

fful strong^ if was of plate 2055

And oner jjat* his cote armure /

As whyf as is a lyly flour

In which he wole debate 2058

his schelde was al of gold so red

And jjer Inne was a boores heed

A charbokil him ^ besyde .
f^ ^'^ '"^ ^y^^^

, 90G

1

•^ tn a later hand] - v v^ x

And \)ei he swore on ale and breed

That^ pe geaunt* schulde be deed

betyde what* betyde 2064

his lambes were of qnyrboyly

his swerdes schejje of yuory

his helme of latoun bright* 2067

his sadel was of ruel bon

his bridel as jje sonne schon

Or as ])e mone so light* 2070

his spere was of fyn Cypres

That* bede]) werre and no ])ing* pees [lack of leaf 2101

The heed ful scharpe y-grounde 2073

his steede was al dappel gray

It* gojj an ambel by ]je way

fful softely and rounde 2076
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In londe

Lo lordes myne lieere ^ a fytte v ys, put in bi; a later hand}

If* 36 wole eny more of^ liitte

To telle if wol I fonde 2080

[Fyfte II.]

Now halde 30ure moujje Y^nr charite

Bojje knigRf and lady fre

And herknej) to my spelle 2083

Of' bataile and of* chiualry

And of* ladyes loue drery

Anon I wol 30U telle 208G

Men speke of* Eomance of* prys

Of* horn child? and of* ypotys

Of* Beuys and sire Gy ;i089

Of* sire libeus and pleyndamour

But* sire Thopas he berej) ])e flour

Of* real chiualry 2092

his goode steed al he bestrod

And forjj upon his way he glod

As sparcles out* of* jje bronde 2Uy5

vpon his crest* he bar a tour

And \er Inne styked a lily flour

God schilde his corps fro schonde 2098

And for he was a knight-* aunterous

he nolde slepen in non hous

But* liggen in his hood ziUi

his brighte helme was his wanger

And by him baytejj his destrer

Of* herbes fyne and goode 2104
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, ^ 7 J J. 7 fhim self drank water of \>e welle

•.^"f"''^'''T''":''-( as dede beknv5tsirePercyuellem the margin, is \^^ ^^.^^. ^{^^ ^,^^^^\ ^.^^^^

no gap in the MS.'\ 2108
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"^"yO more of* ])is for godcles dignite [on leaf 210, tuck]

\ Quo]? oure hoste for pou makesf me
JL 1 So wery of^ ]?y lewednes

That* also wisly god me bles 2112

Myn eres ake of^ jpin darsty speclie igo on to leaf -117]

"Now such a rymere ])e deuel y beteche

This may he wel rym dogereH qiiod he

"Why so qiiod I why wilf ]?ou lette me 2116

More of^ my tale ])an anojjer man

Sejjens it^ is J7e heste Kym I can

By god qiiod he pleynly I pe say

];ou schalt^ no lenger rymen heere to day ' 2120

Thow dost^ nought^ elles hut^ dispendesf tyme

Sire at* word ]?ou schalt^ no lengere ryme

Let* se whejjer ]?ou canst* telle ought* in geste

Or telle in prose somwhat* at* j^e leste 2124

In which jjer be som merjie and som doctrine

Gladly quod I by goddes swete pyne

1 wol 30U telle a Htel J)ing* in prose

fat* oughte like 30U as I suppose / 2128

Or elles certeyn 3e ben to daungerous

It-* is a moral tale vertuous

Al be it"* tolde somtyme in sondry wyse

Of* sondry folk* as I schal 30U deuyse 2132

As fus ^e wote euery eu«?mgeliste

That* telle]? vs of* ihesn criste

ISTe sai}) nou3t* al ])ing-* as his felawe do]?

But* natheles here sentence is al so]j 2136

And aH acorden as in here sentence

Al be Jjer in here tellyng* difference
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ffor some of hem seyn more and some lesse

Whan ]jey his pytous passioun expresse 2140

I mene of* marl^ matheu luke and lohn

But* douteles here sentence is al on

Therfore lordinges aH I 30U beseche

If^ ]?af 3e finke I varie in my speche 2144

As ]}us if* jjat' I telle somwhaf more

Of prouerbis pen ^e haue herd byfore

Comprehendit^ in jjis litel tretis heere

To enforce with Jjeffecte of my matiere 2148

And Jjongh I nadde^ Jje same wordes saye
^, .SfuTiatfrllna]

As 3e han herd 3it^ to alle 3011 1 praye

Blamej) me nought^ for as in my sentence

^e schal nought* fynde mochil difference /
2152

ffro pe sentence of Jje tretys lyyte ^ p lite in a later haucn

After ]?e which Jjis mery tale T wryte

And3 herkene what* I schal seye ^^S^ir^lJJ^Sr
And let* me telle my tale I 3011 preye /

2156
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\_Tliere are 7io Une-nvmhers or hrealis hetween the jiaragrapTis m
the 3IS. Tyryvhitt's b)'eaks are Itept here to prevent slight

differences in the Six Texts throning out many l\nei<.'\

[Corpus MS, on leaf 217, hack?\

Here bygynnejj Chaiiceres tale of^ Melibe and

his wyf* Prudence and liis doughter Sapience

[2157]
3ong< man wMlom called Melibe mighty & riche

bigate vpon his wyf^ J)at' called was Prudence . a

doughter which ]?at^ cleped was Sapience

[2 1 58] IT vpon a day felle jjat^ he for his disporte

is went^ in to ]je feeldes him to pleye [2159] his wyf*

and eek^ his doughter ha]) he lefte wi])inne his lious

of^ which \q dores weren faste schette . [2160] ffoure of* his

olde foos han it aspyed . and setten ladderes to Jie Avalles

of* his hous and by j^e wyndowes ben y-entred [2161]^ and

beeten his wyf* and wounded his doughter with fyue

mortaille woundes in .v. sondry places. [2162] ]?is is to

say in hire feet* in liire hand . in hire eeres in hire

nose in hire moujj IF and laften hne for deed and

wenten here wey

[2163] IT When Melibew^? retourned was a3ein in-til his

hous and sawe al \\s> meschief* ^ he y-like a mad man

rendyng* his clojjes gan to weepe and crye

[2164] ^ Prudence liis wyf* as ferfor]? as sche doiste

bysought* him of* his weep}Tig*for to stynte [2 1 65] IT but nou3t*

for-]?y he gan to wepe and crye euer lenger \q more

[2166] U This noble wyf* prudence remembred hire

on ])e sentence of* Ovide in his bok* fat* cleped is \q,

remedy of* loue where he saij) [2167] he is a fool

])at* distourbe]? pe mooder for to wepe in \q dcj) of* hire

childe til sche haue wepte hire fille as for a certein tyme

[2168] Then schal man don liis diligence w?t/i

amyable wordes Lire to comforte and to p?-^ye hire of*
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hire wepyng< for to stynte [2169] ^ fFor whicii resoun |)is

noble prudence suffred hire housbond for to weepe

and crye as for a certeyn space [2170] 51 And when sche

saugh hire tyme sche seyde him in ))is wyse IF Alias my
lord quod sche why make 30 3oure self^ for to be ylike a

fool [2 1 71] ffor soj^e it^ apertyne]? noii^t* to a wise man
to maken such a sorwe [2172] IT 3oure doughter wijj jje

grace ^of god schal be warisshed and askape [2173] If And
alle were it^ so fat^ sche right^ now were deed f 3e oughte

nou3t' as for hire de]j 3oure self* to destryue [2174]^ Senek*

saij) ])e wisema?i schal nou3t* take to gret* discomfort* for

\)G de]) of his children [2175] but* certes he schulde

sufFre it* in pacience as wel as he abydej) ]?e dejj

of* his owen propre persone

[2176] ^ This Melibeus answerde anon and sayde

^ What* man qiiocl he schulde of* his wepyng* stynte paf

hajj so gret* a cause for to weepe [2177] ^ lh.esus cr^st*

cure lord himself* wepte for Jie de]> of* lazarus his

freend [2178] If Prudens answerde IF certes wel I woof

a-tempre weepyng* is nou3t* defendid vnto him Jjat*

sorwful is among* folk* in sorwe ^ But* it* is rajjer y-graunted

him to wepe [2179] IF The apostel Poule . vnto fe

Eomayns write]} . Man schal reioyse wij? hem j^at* maken

ioye ^ And weepen wi]) suche folic* as wepen [2 180] IF But

Jjough a-tempre wepynge be y-graunted Outragous

weepyng* certes is defended [2181] ^ Mesurable wepyng*

schulde be considered after Jje lore pat* teche]) vs Senek ^Senek/

[2182] IF Whan J)at* \)i freend is deed let* nought*

Jjin yen to moyste ben of* teeres ne to druye ^ Al

jjough pe teeres comen of"* Jiin eyen let* hem nou^t* fallen

[2183] ^ And whan ])0U hast* forgon ])i frende I rede J30U

do ])j diligence to gete ])g ano'per . and jjis is more wiser

jjan for to wepe for ]?yn freend ]pe which j^at* ]jou hasf lore

^ ffor ]?er-in is no boote [2184] ^ And ]}erfore if* jjou

lust* gouerne j^e by Sa^^ience f putte awey sorwe of 30ure

herte. [2185] IF Remembre]) 30U ]?at* Ihesus Cyrat / sei]) %ihema
Cyrak /
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a man ))at^ is loyoiis and glad in herte liit^ Mm con-

seruej) floriscliing^ in his age ^ But* sojily sorwful herte

make]? his bones dryue [2186] IF he sai]) eek pus

ISaiojnon If jjat^ soiwc in herte slej? ful many a man) [2187] Sa-

lamo?i. seijj jjat^ right^ as moughtes in ])& schepes flees

annoye]) to fe clojjes and jje smale wormes o^ ])e trees

IT Eight* so anoye]? sorwe to J?e herte [2188] IF Wlierfore

we oii3t as wel in ]je dej? of* oure children as in ]?e

losse of* cure good haue pacience

liob [2189] IF EememhreJ? 30W vpon pe pacienf loh.

whan he hadde lost* his children and his temperel sub-

stance / In his body endured and suffred many a

greuous temptac?'on ^ 3et* sayde he J)us [2190] IF Oure

lord quod he ha|) 3one it* me IF Oure lord haj? byi-eft* it* me

Eight* so as oure lord ha]) wolde right* so be it don. y-blessed

be pe name of oure lord [2 191] IF To Ipese afore

Jjinges Melibeus answerde to his wyf* dame Prudence /

Alle ]?ine wordes quod he ben soJ)e and perto pro-

ffitable IF But* trewly -mjji herte is troubled wi]? ])is sorwe

so greuously j^at* I not* what* to done [2192] IF let* calle

quod Prudence ])in trewe frendes alle and J)in lynage

whiche Jiat* ben wise Telle hem jjyn [caas] ^ and herkne what*

pay say in counseillynge and 30U gouerneth per after here

Salomon sentence [2193] Salo??zon saip werk* alle ping* by counseil

and pou schalt* neuer repente pe

[2194] IF Thenne by pe counseil of his wyf* dame Pru-

dence '. Melibews let* callen a gret* congregacioii of folk*

[2195] [ no gap] olde and 3onge and

some of* his olde enemys reconsiled as by here semblant

in to his loue and in to. his g?'ace [2196] IT And pe?^-wip-al

pe?* come somme of his olde neygheboz^rs and pat* deden him

reuerence more for drede pan for loue as it* happep

ofte [2197] IF Ther comep also ful many subtile flaterers

and wyse aduocatis lerned in pe lawe

[2198] And whan pis folk / togidre assembled were f

This Mehbews in sorwful wise schewed hem pis caas
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[2199] IT And by j^e manere of^ jjis speche lie bar

in his herte a criiul yre redy to don venge-

aunce vpon his foos And sodeynly desired f)af pa

werre schulde begynne [2200] IT 13ut^ najjeles ^iV asked he

here counseil vpon J) is matere [2201] A Surgien by

licence and assent* of* siiche as were wyse vp ros vn-

to Melibeiis and sayde as 3e may heere

[2202] Sire quod he as to vs snrgiens aperteyne])

to euerj wight^ ])e beste pat* we can were as

we ben wijjholde IF And to oure paciences Jjat* we do no

damages [2203] ]perfoie it happe]? many tymes and ofte

Jiat* when tuo men haue euerich wounded o'per

same Surgien helejj hem boj^e [2204] IT Wherfore vnto

oure art* it* nys nou^t* pertynent* to norische werre ne parties

to supporte [2205] IF But* certes as to ])e warisshyng* of*

3our doughter be it^ so ]?at* sche is perilously

wounded f we schulde do so ententyfly busynes fro day to

night* J)at* wijj ]}e grace of* god sche sclial be sound and

hool as sone as it* is possible [2206] IF Alle men
in ])is same wyse answerden and ]?e Phisiciens . saue J)at*

Jjay sayden a fewe wordes more [2207] j^at* right*

as maladies ben heled by Ipe contraries Eight"* so schal

men warissche werre by vengaunce [2208] his neyghe-

burs fuUe of* enuye his feynede freendes ]?at* semed

reconsiled his flaterers [2209] maden semblazait

of* wepyng* enpeyred and engregged meche of* his

matiere in preysynge gretly Melibeus of"* might* of* power

of* riches and of* frendes despysynge pe power of* his

aduersaries [2210] and sayden outrely J)at* he anon)

schulde awreken him on his enemys and begynne werre

[22 11] IF Vp ros Jeanne an aduoket* j?at* was wys and

sayde by leue and by counseil of* oj^ere j?at* were wyse IF And

sayde [2212] lordynges the neede for ]?e which we ben) as-

sembled in ]}is place is a ful heuy j^ing* and an heigh matiere

[2213] by cause of* jje wrongs and of* J)e wikkednesse Jjat*

hajj ben don and eeke by resouii) of"* ]>g grete damage /
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ill tyme coiiiynge ben j)ossible to ^falle for ]?is same

cause [2214] and eel^ by resoun Of ])e grete ricliesse and

jiower of* ];e parties boj^e [2215] ^ ffor ]?e whiclie resouns

it* were a gret* perile for to erreii in Ipis, matierc' // [2216]

wherfore melibeus ]?is is oure sentence we counseile

30U aboueii alle |)inges jjat* riglit* anon Jiou do ])i

diligence in kepyng* of* )}i propre pe?'sone in suche a

wyse ])at ]}oii ne wante none aspye ne wacclie ])i body

for to saue [2217]^ And after ]?at* we counseile Ipat ])ou sette

in pin lioiis suffisauiit* garnysoun ^ So ]3at^ pey may

as Avel Jjy
body and ]?in lions defende [2218] H But* certes

for to meve werre ne sodeinly for to do vengeance

^ We may nou^t* deme in so litel tyme pat* it^ were profit-

able [2219] wlierfore we asken leysir and space to haue

deliberacion in pis cas to deme [2220] for pe cownnune

prouerbe saip pus . lie . pat* sone demep sone sclial

repente [2221] ^ And eek* men say pus pat* pilke luge is

"wys pat* sone ynderstandep a matiere and lugep by

leysyr [2222] ^ lior al be it* so pat* alle taryynge be anoyful f

algates it* iiys nou3t* to reproue in ^euyng^ of luggementz ne in

vengaunce takynge whaniie it* is sufiisaunt* and resonable

.

[2223] and pat* sclieAved oure lord iliesiis crist* by en-

sample ^ ffor wlien pat* pe vvo/;aiian Avas taken in

aduoutrye was brouglit* in bis presens to knowe what*

sclial ben don witb hire ]3e?'sone ^ Al be it* so pat* lie wiste

wel liimself* what* pat* he wolde answere f 3it^ ne wolde he

nou3t* answere sodeinly but* he wolde haue deliberacion and

in pe grounde he wrot* twyes [2224] ^ And by pis

cause we axen deliberacion And Ave schuUen panne by

pe g?'«ce of* god counseile pe pinge pat* schal be

profitable

[2225] 1[ Yp sterte penne pe ^oiige follv* atones f

and pe iiioste partye of"* pat* company haue scorned pis olde

AA'ise man and bygonne to make noyse and sayden

[2226] right* so ^ as Avhiles pat* yren is hoot men schulden

smyte IT Eight* so men schulden Avreken here AVTonges Avhiles
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Jjay ben freissclie and newe IF And with lowde voys ])gj

cryden werre werre

[2227] vp ros J?e on of* J)e olde wise and

with his hande he made a contynaunce j^at* Jjey schulde

halden hem stille and 3iiien hem audience [2228]

^ lordynges quod he pev is ful many a man ])'<if

criejj werre werre jjat* wot* ful litel what^ ])af werre

aniounte]? [2229] ^ werre at* his bygynnyng* ha]) so gret<

an enteryng* and so large ^ Tliat* euery wight* may entre

when him liivej) . and lightly fynde werre [2230] % But^

certes to what* ende j^at* schal jjer-of* bifalle it^ nys nou3t*

lightly to knowe [2231] ^ whan ]?at* werre is ones

bygonne per is ful many a childe vnborne of* his moder

J?at* schal sterue 3ong* by cause of* Ipilke werre Oper elles

lyue in sorwe and deye in wrecchednesse [2232] ^ And
jjerfore er ]7at* eny werre be bygonne men mosten 'han

gret* counseil and good deliberaciofi [2233] IT And when

]?is olde man wende to enforcen his tale by resoii

wel neih alle at* ones bygonne for to ryse for to breken his

tale / and beden him fuloften of-* his wordes for to abregge

[2234] ^ ffor soj^ly he j^at* prechejj to hem j^at* luste

nought* his wordes ne his st^?'mon hem annoye]) [2235]

^ ffor Ihesus Ciralv* &aip Jjat* musyke in wepynge is ^t ihesut Cimk /

annoyous fiing* J)us moche is to sayn as moche annoye]? to

sjieke bifore foUv* to whiche his speche annoye]? '. as it* is

for to syngen byforn him ]?at* wepe]? [2236] ^ And when pis

wise man saugh ])at* him wantede audience f al schamfasf

he sette him doun a3ein . [2237] ffor Salomon sei]) . |)er ^Salomon

as J50U mayst* haue non audience f enforce pe nou3t*

to speke [2238] ^ I se wel qtiod pis wyse man paV j^e

commune prouerbe is so]) ]?at* good counseil wante]?

.

whan it is most* nede

[2239] ^ 3it* hadde ])is Melibeus in his counseille many

folk* ])at* priuely in his eere counseled him certein ping'

.

and counseilled him pe contrary in general audience

[2240] % When Melibeus hadde herd Jjat* pe gretteste
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jiarty of* liis counseil were acorded ])aV he schiilde make

werre f anon he consentede to here connseilyng IT and fully

afifermed to here sentence [2241] IF Thannedame Prudence

whan ])at* sche saugh how ])a,V hire housbonde scliope him

for to wreke him on his foes and to hegpme werre ^ Sche

in ful humble wyse whan sche saugh hire tyme / seyde

him in Jiise Avordes [2242] IT My lord quod sche I 30U

beseche as hertely as I dar and can 5F ISTe haste 30U nou3t* to

faste IF And afore alle guerdouns 3if< me audience

[2243] IF ffor Pieres Alphons . sai|) IF who so do]? to

])& good olpev harme haste ]>e nought* to quyten hit ^ ffor

in pis wise jjy frend wole abyde and ])in enemy schal

Jie lengere lyue in drede [2244] ^ The prouerbe saij? ])af he

haste]? him wel Jiaf wisly can abyde IF and iu wicked haste

is no iirofyte

[2245] IF This melybe answerde to his wijf IF 5F Prudence

I ptirpose nought* q_uod he to werke by ])y counseille for

many causes and resons IF ffor certes eue?y wight* Avolde

halde me ]?enne a fool [2246] IF This is for to say ^ If* I

for ]}y counseillyng* wolde chaunge Jiinges })at* ben

ordeynt* and affermed by so many wyse [2247] ^ Sec-

oundly I say ]jat* alle wo?72men ben })ikke and none

goode of* hem alle ffor of* a Jjousend men saif) Salomo7^

I fand a good man But* certes of alle wo???men fond

I neuer good wo7??man [2248] *[F And also certes if I

gouerned me by ])j counseil it* schulde seme IpaV I haclde

30ue to ])e ouer me ]?e maystrie *fF and god forbede ))at^

it* so were [2249] IF ffor Ihesus Cyralv^ 'sai}). ]7at if* ]?in

wijf* haue maistrie f sche is contrarious to hire housebonde

[2250] ^ and Salomon sai]? IF Xeuer in
J?y

lyf* to ])j

wyf* ne to
J^y

childe ne to j)j freende ne 3iue no power

ouer ])i self* ^ ffor bettre it* were ]3at* Ipin children asken

of
Jjy

persone Jjinges ])at hem neede]? IF ]?en jioii [be]

]ji self* in Ipe handes of* J?in children [2251] IF And also if I

wole wirche by ])i counseylyng* i certes my counseille

moste som tyme be secree til it* were tyme Jtat* it* moste be
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knowe and J)is ne may noiiglit be doo [2252. For it is

written, ' j^e langelry of wo???nien can huyde J>inges

]?at^ J?ey wot^ nou3t^' [2253] Furthermore, the philosopher

saith, ' in wikked counseil, wommen yenquysshej? men ;

'

and for these reasons I ought not to make use of thy

counseL (See Prudence^s ansivers to Reasons 4: Si" 6, heloiv.)!^

[2254] ^ When dame Prndence ful debonerly and

wijj alle pacience hadde herde alle Jiat^ hire housbonde

liked for to say : Then asked sclie of* him licence for to

speke and sayde in jjis wise [2255] IT ]My lord quod sche

.

as to 3onre ferste resoun it^ may lightly ben

answerde ^ ffor I say J^af it^ nys foly to chaunge

counseille when jje jjing^ is chaunged 0]?er elles when

jje J»ing< seme]? olpev weyes fenne it* seme]) aforn

[2256] ^ And more oner I say Jiay fat* 3e haue

sworn and behighf to parfourme 30ure emprise [et tu

la laissoies a /aire (Le Menagier de Paris, i. 193)]

by iuste cause f men schulde nou3t seyn ]?e?-fore ])at* 3e were

a lyere ne forsworn [2257] IT ffor J^e book* sei]) ])at* Ipe

wise man make]? no lesynge when he tornej? his corage / to

]}Q bettre [2258] IF And if" it* be so pat* 30ure emprise be

establissht* and ordeyned by gret* multitude of* folk ^ 3et*

Jjar ]?e nought* acomplyse pilke ordynaunce but* 30U like

[2259] IF ffor Ipe troupe of^ pinges and for profite ben

raper founde . in fewe folk* pat* ben wise / and fulle of*

reson pen by gret* midtitude of* foll-c* per eue?y man

cryep and claterep when him likep 51 soply such

multitude nys nought honeste [2260] and as to pe secounde

reson wher as 3e sayn pat* alle wo??imen ben wikke f

Saue 30ure g?'«ce ffor certes 3e despysep alle wo?72men in pis

wise, and he pat alle despisep all dispysep as seip pe

book* [2261] ^ And Senelv* seip pat* who so wole haue sapi-

ence . schal no man dispreyse IT But* he schal gladly teche pe

science pat* he can wipouten presumpsioun or pryde

[2262] and suche pinges pat* he nought* ne can he

schal nou3t* be asshamed to lere him) and to enquere of* lasse
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folk^ psiii of liimself^ [2263] H And sire jjat^ jjer liaj?

ben fill many a good wo7?iman may lightly be proued

[2264] ^ certes sire cure lord ihesu crist^ nolde

neuer ban descendet^ to be borne of^ a wo?/2man if^ alle

wo??zmen badde be Tvicke [2265] II And after ])at

for jje grete boiinte IpaV is in wo^/^men oiire lord Ihesus

Avlien he was rysen fro dep to lyfe appered raj^er to

wowzman jjan to his apostels [2266] IF and |)ough

]f)Rf Salomon saijj pSiV he ne fond neuer wo7«man

good it^ ifolwef) nought j^erfore j^at alle ^s-ommen ben

wikke [2267] ^ For jpough ]?at^ he ne fonde no good

wo?«man Certes many anoj^e?- man ha)? foimden

many a wo??2man ful good and tre\Ye [2268] Or elles

p6'?-auenture ]>e entenf of* Salamo?? was Jjus jjat* as in

souereyn bounte he fande no wo?/iman [2269] This is to

say ]}at* |;er nys no wight* ])aV ha]) p«y-fyt* bounte

saue god allone as he himself" recorde]) in his encwn-

gelist* [2270] IT For j^e?- nys no creature so good that* him

ne wantej) som what/ of* pe pe/'fecciofi of* god ]?at* is his

makere [2271] ^ The Jiridde resoun is ])is -^e say jjat* if*

36 gouez-ne 30U by my counseil hit* schulde seme Jjat* 36

hadde 30ue me pe maystry And pe lordschijj of* 3oure

persone // [2272] Sire saue 3oure gr«ce hit nys nought* so

^ For if* so were pat no man schulde be counseled but* oonly

of* hem paV hadde lorschipe and maystrye of* his persone

men nolde nought be counselled so ofte . [2273] ^^^^ so])ly

pilke men paV askej) counseil of* a purpos II ^et* ha]) he

free wille whe])er he wol do after paV counsel or

no [2274] ^ And as to 3oure four])e reson pQv as 3e

sayn ])at* ])e langelry of wo?/2men can huyde Jjinges paV

pej wot* nou3f ^ As who sai]) Jjat* a wo??iman can nought*

huyde what* sche wot* [2275] II Sire pese wordes ben Amder-

stonde of* wo?/anen ])«t* ben langleresses and wicked

[2276] of* whiche wommen men sayn pat* ])re ])inges

dryue]) a man out* of* his hous . That* is to say Smoke
droppyng-* of* Eayn and wickidde wyfes [2277] And
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swiclie wo?/zmen saij) Salanio??. ]?at^ lie were bettre to dwelle

in desert* j^an witli a wo??inian put is ryetous [2278] And

sire by 30ure leue jjat* am noiigbf I [2279] ^ -^^^' 3^ liaue fill

ofte assayed my grete Cilence and my grete pacience and

eek* how wel j^at lie can liuyde and h^ |)inges pat^ >,^

men oiigliten secrely to hiiyden [2280] f and so]? as to
''^

^oiire fifte reson wlier as ^e sa}^ ])'dV in wikked conn- S I T "IS

sell wo??imen venqiiyssliejj men ^ God w^f Jjilke resoii ^ k

stanf heere in no stede [2281] ^ For vnderstaiidetli now-3e*^^^^>;>^

axetb. counseil for to do wikkednes [2282] and if ^e wolen

werke wikkednesse and 30iire wijf* restreynej? fiilke

wikked p?*rpos and ou^rcome 3011 by resoii and by

good counseil f [2283] certes 30ure wyf* oiigbte rajier to be

preysed ]}en to be blamed [2284] U This scholde 3e vnder-

stande }je philosophre ]?at* sai]j In wicked counseil

"wo?72-men venquysshen here housebondes [2285] % and jjere

as 36 blamen alle wo??2men & here resons i I schal schewe

30U by many ensamples Ipaf many wo??zme?z han

ben fid goode and 3et* ben and here counsel holsome

and profitable [2286] IF eeke some men han sayde jjat* ])& .

counselyng-* of"* wowinien is eyj^er to deere or elles to

lytel of-* pris [2287] ^ But* al be it"* so ])at* ful 'many

wo??zman is badde and here counseil vile & nou3t^ worjj f

3et* han men foimde many a good wo??mian and ful

discret* and wys in counselyng* // [2288] lo lacob |)iirgh ]>e

goode counseil of* his moder Eebekka wan ])e beiiysoii of-*

his fader and jje lordschipe ouer alle his brej^eren .

[2289] ludith Jjiirgh hire goode counseil delyuered ])& Cite of*

Buphelye in which sche dwelte out* of* IpQ lande of*

Olyuerne Iput* badde it* al byseged and wolde han al destruyet*

it* [2290] ^ Abegayle delyuered J^abal liir housbonde fro

Dauid Ipe king* ])at* wolde han slayn him and appaysede

))e yre of-* jpe king* by hire witte and by hire goode counseil-

yng* [2291] ^^ Ester by hire counceU enchaimced

gretly Jjo poeple of^ god in ]3e Eegne of"* Assueres J)e king^

[2292] and ])G same bounte . in good counseiling* of*
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many a wo??zmaii may men telle [2293] ^ And furj^ermore

whan Ipaf oure lord had created Adam onre forme fader f

he sayde in ]?is wise / [2294] It^ nys nought^ good to be a

man allone IF Make we an helper semblable to him-

self. [2295] ^ Here may 36 see ])at* if J)at^ Avo??iman

were nou3t^ good and hire coiinseil good and p?'cfytablef

[2296] Oure lord god of* henene ne wolde neuer han y--\\T0U3t^

hem ne called hem ])e helper of* man [

710 gap.'] [2297] % And jjer sayde ones a clert in tuo vers /

what* is bettre j^an a good laspre [

. . . 710 gap.] wisdom [2298] And what* is bettre ]?an

wisdam womman and what^ is bettre ])an wo???man j^at^ is a

good \vo?7zman no jjing^ [2299] H And sire by many of^

o)?er resons may 3e seen J^at^ many wo??2men ben goode and

eelv' here cou?zseil good and profitable [2300] H And ))erfore

sire if^ ^e wiln truste to my counseil f I schal restore 30U

3om'e donghter hool and sound [2301] IF And eok* \)'dV I wol

to 30U don so moche ))at^ 3e schnln haue honour in })is caas

[2302] ^ When melybe had herde pe wordes of* his

wijf^ Prudence f he sayde Ipus [2303] ])aV Jje

wordes of Salamon is so}? H For he saijj Ipaf wordes IpaV

ben' spoken discretly by ordynau??ce ben hony combes

ffor ]?ey 3iuen swetnesse to ])e soule and holsomnes

to J?e body [2304] IT And wyf* by cause of p'me SAvete

wordes and eeke for I haue y-proued and sayd ])in grete

sapience and ])U\ grete trou]?e I wol gouerne me by Ipjii

counseyl in alle J>ing^

[2305] H JSTow sire quod dame Prudence and se]?enes 39

fouche sauf' to be gouerned by my counseil f I wol

enforme 30U how jjaf 36 schuln gouerne 30ure self in chesyng<

of 3oure counseilo?^rs [2306] H 3e schuln ferst^ fourme alle

30ure wekes mekely byseken to ])& hihe god ]}at^ he wol

ben 30ur counseilour [2307] And schape]) 30U to such

entenf jjat^ he 3iue 30U counseil and confort as taughte

Thobye ' to his sone [2308] at alle tymes. thou schalt/ blesse
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god and preyen liim to dresse / jjine weyes . and loke also pat*

])ine connseiles ben in him for euermore [2309] IF Seint^

lame sai]? IF If any of 30U liaiie neede of* Sapience f aske

if of god [2310] IF And afterward Jjenne schullen ^e take

counsel in 30ure self and examyn vrel 3oiire owne Jjou^tes of

swiclie ymgcs as 3on penke]) IpaV is best^ for 30ure profyt

[231 1] ^ And penne scliulle 30 dryue fro 30ure hertes

])inges Jjat' ben contrarious to good counseil [2312]

jjaf is to say . Ire . Coneytise . and liastynes .

[2313] ffirst^ lie ])a.V aske)) coimseil of himself' certes

he moste be wijjouten Ire [ [2314]

no gap in the MS."] and wra]?|)e in

himself he wenej? ahvey pat* he may do J^ing ]?at* he

may not do [2315] IF And seconndly he ))at* is Irons

and wroj? he [ [2316] no gap

in the MS. '\ may nought* wel counseille [2317] IF The

pridde is pis . pat* he Jlat^ is Irons and wroj? as saip

Senek* ne may nought* speke but* blameful pinges [2318]

And with pilke vicious wordes he sterep oper folk to

anger and to Ire [2319] And eek* sire 3e moste drede

coneytise out* of 3oure herte . [2320] ffor pe apostel seijj

pat* coneytise is pe roote of alle harmes. [2321] And trusteth

right* wel pat* a coueytous man ne can nought* deme ne penke

but* only to fulfille pe ende of his coueyUse . [2322] and

certes pat* ne may neuer be acomplised . ftbr euer

pe more habundance pat* he hap of richessef pe more

he desirep [2323] IF And sire 30 moste also driue out*

of ^our hertes liastynes [2324] IF For certes 3e may

nou3f deme for pe beste a sodeyn pought* pat* fallep in

30ure herte ^ But* 3e moste aviso 3011 on hit ful ofte

[2325] IF ffor as 36 haue herd here biforn pe comune p?'overbe

is pis That* he pat* sone demep sone repentep //

[2326] Sire 30 ne be nou3t* alwey in ylike disposicioii

[2327] ffor certes som ping* pat* some tyme semep to

30U pat* is good for to do . Anoper tyme it* semep

to 3OU pe C0nt7*6irie . [^ great bit is now omitted in Corpus.']
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[Laud MS Gco, [2328] [When ye ban taken cou?2seile in Your self' And
leaf 233]

_

"^

han denied bi good deliberacion siche jjing as you

seniij) best [2329] ^ ]?anne rede I / you that ye kepe it

secre / [2330] bewrie not yoz;r counseile to no persone

.

bot it so be. ])at ye wene sikerli jjat j^urgh j02ir

bewrieng / your condicion shal be to you pe more

profitable [2331] *f[ For Ihesus Sirac sai]? ^ Xeijjer to pi

foo ne to ])i frende . discouer not J^i secre ne pi foli

.

[2332] for Jjai wol yeue you audience and loking and

supportacion in pi presence and scorne in fii

no/a absence. [2333] ^ Anopcr clerc saiJ5 p-dt scarsli shalt jjou

finds any 23e/*sone J^at mai kepe counseil secreli

.

[2334] IT The book &aip while ]jou kepest ])i counsail

in J)in hert ])ou kepist it in J?i prison
/ [2335] and

whan J)Ou bewriest pi cou;(!saile to any wight / he holdejj

pe in his snare./ [2336] And j^erfore you is better

hide jour counsaile . in jour hert / ])an p/vnen him to

whom ye haue bev/ried jour counseil ]?at he wol kepe

it clos and stille . [2337] ^ For Seneca sai]? if so be.

J>at J?ou ne maist not . ]?in owne counseile hide . How
darst jiou praien any oper wight / |)i counseil secreli to

kepe. [2338] ^ Bot naj^eles if ]?ou wene sicurli / j^at

pi bewriyng' of |?i cou??saile to a persone wol make ])i

condicion to stonde in a better plite . Then shalt ])ou

tellen him ]?i counseil in ];is wise [2339] ^ First j^ou

shalt make no semblant / where pe were leuer werre or

pees, or ]7is . or )?at . ne shew him not |)i wille / and

jjin entent [2340] ^ For trust wel ]?at comu?di ]?ise

cou?zseiloM?'s . ben llaterers And [2341] namely pe counseil-

lours of grete lordes . [2342] for ]jei enforcen hem alwei.

rajjer to speke plesant wordes . enclynyng to pe lordes

n Laud MS, leaf lust' Jjau wordes J)at ben trewe . and profitable . [2343] ' ^ And
233, back] , o -ii.-i ^

periore men sai ]?at pe riche man hajj selden good cou?i-

saile / bot he haue it of himself [2344] IT And aftir pat

])ou shalt considre ])i frendes and ])i enemyes . /

[2345] And as touching ]}i frendes. })ou shalt con-
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sidre wliiclie of hem betli most faijjful and most [LaudMseoo]

wise . and eldest and most approued in cou?zseilyng

[2346] and of hem shalt Jjoii axe fii coiuzsaile as ])e

caas requireth

[2347] IT I / sai ]jat first ye shul clepe to youre comi-

saile / youre frendes jjat ben trewe./ [2348] For Salamon

sai]) / for right as Jie hert of a man deliti]? in sauo^^r.

])at is soote / right so Jje cou?isaile of youi-* trewe frendes /

yeue]) swetnes to Jie soule [2349] ^ He saijj also J^er

mai noJ)ing be likned to ]?e trewe frende / [2350] ^ For

certes gold ne siluer be not so moche wor]? . as J^e

good wille of a trewe frende / [2351] and eke he sai]?

])at a trewe frende . is a stronge defence / who ]?at

it findej) . certis he findej) a gret tresoz^'

[235 2 J ^ jjene shul ye eke considre / if Jjat youre

trewe frendes ben discrete and wise / for fte book

sai]? . axe ])i counsaile alwai of liem ]5at ben wise

.

[2353] And bi jjis same resoun. shul ye clepe to youre

counsaile of youre frendes ])at ben age . siche as haue

sai sightes and ben expert in mony })inges . and ben

approued in counselling. [2354] for Ipe book sai]j

Jtat in olde men is ]?e sapience . and in longe time

J)e prudence [2355] ^ And tullius sai]? ]jat grete

jjinges ben not aye accompleed bi streng])e ne bi

delyuernes of bodi . bot bi good counsail . bi auctorite

of persones and bi science . j)e whiche ])ie ]?inges

ben not feble bi age ./ bot certes fiai enforcen to en-

cresen dai by dai. [2356] and Ipun shul ye kepe

Jiis for a general rewle IF First shul ye clepe to youre

cou?zsaile a fewe of yoz^r frendes fiat ben especial

[2357] ^ For Salamon sai]) mony frendes haue })0U.

bot among a Jiousand chese ]3e on to be J)i conseil-

lonr I [2358] For al be it so J^at ]}ou first ne telle ]?i

counseil bot to a fewe. ]70U maist aftirward telle it to

moo folk / if it be nede. [2359] bot loke alwey J)at \\

cou?2seilours haue pi[l]k pre condiciou?zs . ]5at I / haue said
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[Laud MS] before . jjat is to sai j^at jjei be trewe and olde . and

of Avis experience. [2360] H And wirke not ahvey in euery

nede / bi on comiseilozi/- allone . For so??ityme behoue])

it be counseilid bi many. [2361] ^ For Salamon saij?

.

Saluacion of jjinges is . Avhere as per ben many
[Laud MS ex- _
trad ends'] COU?ZSelerS .J

[Corpus MS, o;j [2362] Now haue I tolde 30U of* which follv^

^e scholde be counseled NOw wol I teche ^ou which

counseil ^e owe to eschewe [2363] ffersf 3e schuln eschewe

})e counseilyng* of* fooles . Salomon sai]? take no coun-

seil of* a fool ffor he wol co2mseile but* after his

owne luste and his affections [2364] IF The book/ sai])

Jjat* ])e p/'oprete of* a fool is yis, ^ he trowej) lightly

harme of* euery Avight* and lightly trowe]? a bounte in

himself* [2365] IF Thou schalt* eke eschewe ])e counseiling^

of* alle flaterers whiche enforcen hem ra]?e/* to preysen

30ure personc by flaterye ]?an for to telle 30U ]7e so]?-

fastnesse of* ])inges

[2366] IF Wherfore Tullius sai]? among* allc ])e

pestilence ^]?at ben in frendschipe })e grettest* is

flaterie IF And ]?erfore is it* more nede ])at* ])ou eschewe

and drede flaterers ])an any o])er poeple / [2367] The

book* sai]? Jiou schalt* ra]3er [drede and] fle fro ]>&

swete wordes of* flaterynge & preysyng* ]jen fro pe egi-e

wordes of*
J)y

frend ]3at* sai]? ]?e ]?in so]?es [2368]

Salomon sai]) J)at* Jje wordes of^ a flaterer is a snare

to cacche Innocence [2369] ^ he sai]) also . he

])at* speke]) to his frend Avordes of* SAvetnes and of*

plesailce f sette]) a nette biforn his feet* to cacche him

[2370] IF And ])erfore Tullius sai]) Enclyne nou3t* ]?in

eeres to flaterers Is^e take no counseil of* AA'ordes of*

flaterie / [2371] and Catoii sai]) IF Avise ])e wel and

eschewe J)e Avordes of* sAA^etnes and of* plesaunce

[2372] IF And eek^ ])ou schalt* eschcAve J)e counsellyng^ of*

])ine olde enemys ])at* be reconsiled [2373] The

book* sai]) J)at* no Avight* retouine]) saufly in to J)e
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grace of* his olde enemy [2374] IF And Isope saijj^lT Ne
triiste nou3t^ to hem to whiche som tyme ]?ou hast' had werre /

or enmyte ne telle hem nou3f Ipi coimseille [2375] ^ And
Seneb telle]? j^e cause %yhy it"* may nought' be saith he

fat where long) tyme fuyr ha]? endured ]?at^

])er dwelle]? som tyme vapour of^ hete [2376] ^ And
jjerfore sal]? Salamon) in ])in olde foo truste poii neiiere

[2377] ffor sikerly jjough Jjin enemy be reconsiled

and make]} Jje chere of' humilite and lowfce]? to ])q

wi]) his heed ne truste him neuere [2378] fibr certes

he make]j ]3ilke feyned humilite more for his profyf

)jan for eny humilite or for eny loue of* ]?in pevsone by

[ 710 gap'] such

feyned contynance The which victory he mighf haue by

stryf' or werre [2379] And Petre Alfouns sai]j . make no

felaschipe wi]j |)ine olde enemyesf ffor if' ]?ou do hem
bounte pej wollen peruerten hif to wickednesse

[2380] And eeke ])0u mosf eschewe pe counseilyng^ of* hem
J)at ben ]}in seruantz and beren the gref reuerence ffor

perauenture jjey seyn if more for drede ]}an for loue

[2381] ^ And Jjerfore sai}) a Philosophre in pis

wise IF Ther nys no wighf parfytly trewe to him paf he to

sore drede]? [2382] IT And Tulhus sai]? IT Ther nys no

wighf so gref of' eny emiperour paf longe may endure /

buf if* he haue loue off pe poej^le and drede

[2383] ^ Thow schalf eschewe also pe counseilingri of folk*

Jpat ben drunkelewe for pej ne can no counselle huyde.

[2384] Salamon sai]? ]?er nys no pryuyte pev as

legnep drunkenes [2385] IF 30 schuUen han also in suspecte

to pe counsehng' of' such folk' as counseile 30W a ping^

priuily and counseile 30U a ping* Jjaf is contr«rie openly •

[2386] ffor Cassidory sai]? ]?at if is a maner sleighte to

hyndre his enemy when ^he schewe]? to don a ping* openly

and werke}) priuily pe contrarie [2387] IF Thou schalf haue

also in j?in suspecte pe conselynge of' wikked folic* [. . ,

• • • no gajp] ]?at is alwey ful
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of frande [2388] and Dauid sai]} Jjat' blisfiil is ]pe man

J)af hajj nouglit' folwed ])& cozmseling^ of* schrev^^es [2389]

IF Thow schalt* also escliewe fie coMnseilling^ of* 3ong* folk*

ifor here connseilyng* nys nougt* rype as Salomon sai]?

[2390] ^ Xow sire sij^enes I liaue schewed 3011 of* Avliicli

folk* 36 scliuln take counsel and of* wliicli folk* ^e sclniln

folwe Ipe counsel / [2391] Xow wol I teclie 30U how ^e

scliuln examyn ^oure counsel after the doctrine of* Tuilius

[2392] in ]je examynyng* penne of* 3oure counseilo?^/-

3e schuln considere many pinges [2393] IT Aljjer first* ]?ou

schalt* considere ]?ilke ))ing* pat* ]50u -puri^osesf

and vpon what* ))ing* fiou -wolt* han counseH j^at* verray

troujje he sayde and conserued pis is to say telle

trewly pin tale [2394] ^ For he pat* saip fals may [not]

M'el be counselled in pat caas of* which [lie lyeth] [2395]

IT And after pis pou schalt* consideren pe pinges pat

acorden to pat* pou pz^rposest* for to be by pin counselL-

ours if* reson acordep Iperio [2396] H And eelc* if* pi

might* may atteyne perto ^ And if* pe more part* and pe

bettre part* of* 30ure counseilours acorden pe?-to or no

.

[2397] pen schalt* pou considere what* ping* schal

folwe of* here counseilinge . as hate pees werre

grace profyt* other damage and many oper pinges

[2398] And in alle pinges pou schalt* chese pe

beste and weyfe alle ope;- pinges [2399] IF Thenne

schalt* pou considere of* what* roote it is engendred pe matier

of* pin counseil and what* fruyt* it* may conceyue and

engendre [2400] pou schalt* eek* considre alle pese

causes for pe wliiche pey ben spronge [2401] IF and

whan 36 haue examyned 30ure counseil as I haue sayde

and which partie is pe bettre and more profitable and

hast* aproued it* by many wise folli^ and olde [2402]

panne schalt* pou considere if* pou mayst* performe hit* and

make of* hit* a good ende [2403] IF For certes reson wol nou3t*

pat any man schal begynne a ping* but* if* he mighte

pe?'forme hit* as him ow3te [2404] ^ Ke no Avight* schulde
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taken vpon him so Iieuy a charge Ipat* he mighte [not] here

it* [2405] ^ For ]7o prouerbe sai]? he ])af to niochel

enbrace]) distreyne]? litel [2406] ^ And Catoil saij)

IF Assay such ]?ing^ as ])ou hast* power to done

leste ]?e charge oppresse Jie to sore paV jje

bihoue]) to weyue ])ing^ ])at^ jjou hasf bygonne

[2407] IT And if* so be paV pou be in doute. wher Jjou

maisf pe?'forme a ]?ing< or non: chese raj^cr for to sufFre

Jian for to bygynne [2408] IT And Pieres alphouns saitli If*

J)Ou hast^ might' to don a jjing* of< which jjou most*

repente it is bettre [ [2409] . . .

no gap] halde pi tunge ^stille ]jan

for to speke [2410] IF Tlien may I vnderstonde by

strenger resouns paV if* j^ou hast* power to performe a

werk* of* which Jiou schalt* repente Jje ^ Thenne is it* bettre

]7at* jjou suffre f)an bygynne [241 1] wel seyn jjey jjat*

defenden euery wight* to assaye a ping* of* which he is

in doute wher lie may performe it or non [2412]

IF And after when 30 baue examynd 30ure conseiH as I

haue sayd biforn and knowe wel ]?at* ^e may per-

forme 3oure emprise '. conferme it fienne sadly til it be at*

an endo

[2413] ^ N'ow is it* resofi and tyme jjat* I schewe 30U

whenne and where-fore J)at* ^e may chaunge ^oure counsel-

o;r/'s wijjouten 30ure reprofe [2414] 5F Sojjly man

may chaunge his purpos and his counseiH if* pe cause

cesseth or whan a newe cause betydej? [2415] ^ For fie

lawe seijj vpon jjinges pat newely betyden) bihoue])

newe conseiH [2416] ^ And Senelv* sai]? IF If* ])in counseil

come to ]3e eeres of^ ]?in enemys f chaunge pi conseiH

[2417] [Aj)res, Veil peut cliangier son conseiT] if* so be

J70U fynde J^at* by errour or by ony ojjer

cause harme or damage may betyde [2418] ^ Also of* ])in

counsel be dishoneste o))er eUes come of* dislioneste cause f

chaunge ]?in counsel [2419] IF For pQ lawe sai])/ ]jaf

alle bihestes ))af ben dishoneste ne ben of no value

.
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[2420] and eet if* so be ]5at* it be impossible ojjer may

iiou3f gladly be performed olper kepte

[242 1
j And take j^is for a general reule / ])at eiiery

counsel jjat* is enformed so strongly jjaf if may nought* be

chaunged for no condicion J)at* may betyde^ I say jjaf

like coiisel is wicked.

[2422] II Melibeus whan he hadde herd pe doctrme of-*

his wijf* dame prudence f he answerde in pis wyse

.

[2423] Dame quod he as 3et* Yiito ])is tyme 36

han wel taught* me as in gene?'alle how I schal

gouerne me and in jje chesyng* and in })e wijjholdyng^

of my counseilowrs . [2424] But* now wolde I fayn ])af

3e wolde condescende in special [2425] and telle me

how J)at* like]) 30U or how Jiat* seme]? 30U by oure counseil-

lours ]?at* we haue chose in ]?is present* neede

[2426] IT My lord quod sche I beseche 30U in al humbles

Jjat* 36 wolde nought* wilfully reproeuen a3ein myn resons

ne distempre 3oure herte ]30ugh I speke ])ing* Jiat* 30U

displese [2427] IF ffor god woot* as in myn entent* I

speke it* as for ]?e beste for 30ure honowr and for 3our

profyt* eeke [2 42 8 J ^ And so])ly I hope ]?at* 3oure be-

nignite wol take it* in pacience [2429] ^ and truste]j to me
wel Jjat* 30ure counsel in ]7is cas ne scholde nou3t*

as to speke p^-oprely be called a counselynge but* a

mocioun or a meuyng^ of* folye [2430] In which counseil

3e haue herde in many a sondry -wise

[2431] IF fferst* and for])ward 3e han herd in ]>& assem-

blyng* of* 30ur counsellours [2432] H ffor ferst* 3e schulde

haue cleped ^a fewe follv* to 30ure counseille ^ And after J)at*

36 might* haue schewed if to mo folk* if* it* hackle be neede ,

[2433] -^^^^ certes sodeinly 30 han cleped to 3oure coun-

seil a gret* multitude of* poeple fulle chargaunt* and fid

annuyous for to heere [2434] 5F And also 3e haue herde

furthere as 3e schulde only haue cleped to 3oure counselle

30ure trewe frendes olde & wise [2435] ^ 3® -^^^ cleped

also straungc foll^^ 3ong* folic* fals flaterers and enemys
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reconsiled and folk^ ]?at don 3011 reuerence wi]?outen

loue / [2436] and eek^ also 36 liaue herd for 36 han

brongllt wij) 30U to 3oure counseil. Ire. coueytise and

hastines [2437] jje whiclie pve ]3inges ben contrary

to euery good counseil and honesf & profitable [2438] ])&

wliiche fire ]?inges 3e ban nou3t^ anyntesclied oj)er destruyed

hem neyper in 3oure self^ ne in 3oure / counceillours as 3e

aughte [2439] ^ 3e han herde also for 36 han schewed to

30ure counseillours 3oure talent^ 3om'e affeccioii to make

werre anon for to do vengeaimce [2440] And jjey haue

aspied by 30ure wordes to what' J'ing^ 3© ben enclyned

[2441] ^ and J)erfore haue fiey raj^er counseled 30U to

3oure talent' jjan to 30ure profyf [2442] 30 han herde

also for seme)} it / suffice]) to han ben coun-

celed by Jjis counceillo^^rs oonly and wi]? litel auyse

[2443] where as in so grote and in so lieih a neede iV hajj

be necessarye mo counseloz^rs and mo deliberacioiis to

parforme 3oure emprise [2444] 51 ye han herd also for

36 han herd nought* 3oure counsel in ]?e forseyde

manere ne in dewe mane?'e as f)e cas requyre)) [2445] ^ 3e

haue herd also for 3e haue maad no dyu3'siori betwixe

[ 710 gap] 3oure trewe

frendes and 3oure fejaied concelo?«'s [2446] ^ jSTe 36 haue

nou3t'"knowe ]je wille of" 3oure trewe freendes olde and wise .

[2447] but* 3e haue casf alle here wordes in an hoche j)otte

and enclyned 3oure herte to ])e more part* and to J)e

grettere nombre [ [2448]

no gap

in the MS.\ of fooles ]?enne of* wise men. [2449] IT And
jjerfore \e counselynge J?at* ben at congregacions and mul-

titudes of* follv^ ])er as men take more reward to jje

nombre ])en to Sapience of persones f [2450] 3e seen wel

])at in suche councelynges fooles haue ]?e maystrie [2451]

IT Melybe answerde and sayde a3ein I graunte wel Jjat*

I haue herd [2452] IF But* ])er as J)ou hast* tolde me )jer

biforn j^at* he nys nought* to blame |)at chaungej? his coun-
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ceiloures for certein caas and for certein and iuste cause

[2453] I am. al redy to cliaunge myne counceilours rights

as pow woldest^ deuyse [2454] IT ifor j^e" prouerbe saitli J^at*

for to don synne is mannysscli But^ certes for to perseueren

longe in synne is werkes of" pe deiiel

.

[2455] 1 To jjis sentence answered anon dame Pru-

dence and sayde . [2456] exaniynej? qiiod scire 30ure con-

selle and let^ vs se pe whicli of hem hap sj^olvc

more resonably and tauglit^ 30U best^ coilseil [2457]

^ And for as moche as j^at^ examinac/on is necessary

.

let* vs begynne at^ surgiens and at j^hisiciens j^at^

first* spaken of* ])is matiere [2458] ^ I say pnV

Pbisiciens & surgiens haue sayd 30U in 30urf3 consel

discretly as liem ouglite [2459] & in here si^eclie

sethens ful wisly j^at* to pe office of"* hem apperteyne_p to

don to eiiery Avight* hono^('/' and profyf and nou3t* for

to ennoye [2460] and after here crafte to don gret* diligence

vnto pe cure of* hem whiche Jjat* pej haue in here goue'rn-

aunce [2461] and s//- right^ as j^ey han answered

wisly and discretly f [2462] PJght-* so rede I paV J?ey

ben heigiily and soue?'eynly guerdount* for here noble

speche [2463] and eet for pej schullen more do pe

ententyf* busynes in pe curacion of* Jiin doughte?* deere

[2464] ^ ffor al be it so ])at* J)ei ben 30ur^ freendes f

jjerfore schuln 36 nou3t* suffre ]?at* pej serue 30U for

nought [2465] ^ But* 3e aughte pev after guerdon hem and

payen hem here largesse [2466] 51 and as touchynge pe

p?'oporcioii which pat* pe j^hisiciens encreseden in ]:is

caas ^ This is to sayn [2467] ]?at* in maladyes is J?at* a

contrary is warisshed by anojjer contrctrie [2468] ^ I

wolde fayn knowe how 36 vnderstode J)ilke text* and

what* is 30ure sentence [2469] H Certes quod Mellibe?<s I

vnderstande it in pis wise . [2470] Eight* as pej haue

done me a cont/'cny f so schuld I don hem anojjer

[2471] 51 ffor right* as pej haue venged hem vpon me f and

don me wrong^i Right* so wol I venge me vpon hem)
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and don liem ^vrong^ [2472] and j^enne liaiie I cured a

contrary by anojjer

[2473] ^ lo lo q^iiod dame prudence how liglitly is

enery man enclyned to liis owne desir to liis

plesaimce [2474] IT Certes quod sclie ])e, wordes of* pe

phisicien ne schnlde nou3t^ be vnderstande in ]?at^

wise [2475] ^0^ certes wikkednesse is nou3t^ cont?'«ry

to wickednes ne vengeance is non3t^ contrary to veng-

aunce ne wrongs to vvrong^ [^mais sont seuihlahlcs . [2476]

Et pour ce, vengeiice par vengence, ne injure ]jar in-

jure, n'est pas cure (Men. i. 206-7)] [2477] But* eu^ry

of* hem encresejj and engreggej? oj}(3r [2478] ^ But*

certes j^e wordes of^ ]?e phisicien schullen ben vnder-

stonde in ])is wise [2479] ^ ^*^^ good and wicked-

nesse ben tuo contrczrious ^ And pees and werre venge-

ance and sufferance discord and acord and many

ojjer jjinges [2480] IF But* certes wickednesse schal ben

y-warisched by goodnes . discord by acord . werre by pees

and so for]) and ojier J)inges [2481] ^ And herto acorde])

seint* Poule ])e appostel and in many place [2482] he

sai]7 ^ Ne ^ekle]) nou3t^ harm for ^ harm ne wicked speche

{^pour mesdit] [2483] But* do wel to hem jjat* don

))e harme and blesse hem jjat* sai]? to ])Q harme [2484]

And many oj^er places he amonysschej) pees and

acord [2485] IT But* now wol I speke of^ ]?e coun-

seil Avhich was y-3oue vnto 30U by men of* lawc pe wise

follv* and olde folk* [2486] ptzt* sayden alle by on acorde

as 3e haue herde biforn [2487] ^ That* ower alle J)inges 30

schullen don 30ure diligence to kepe 30ure p^rsone and

to warmstore 3oure hous [2488] % And fay sayden also paf

in fiis caas 3e oughten to wirchen ful avisily and

wi]? gret* deliberacioii [2489] ^ And sir as to ])Q first

poynt* ]jat* touchef) vnto ]>q kepyng* of* 30ure pe?'Sone

[2490] 36 schullen vnderstande ])at* he pat^ ha]) werre schal

euermore deuoutely and mekely preyen biforn alle

])inges [2491] })at* l\\esiis crist* of* his mercy wole
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haue him in his proteccion and ben his souerein helpynge

at* his neede [2492] ffor certes in J)is world nys no

•\vight* Jiat* may be counseled ne \ei)te sufficianntly wi])-

oiiten Jje kepyng* of* oure lord ihe^^?^5 crist* [2493] I'o ]:is

sentence aecordej) Jie proj)hete daaid fnV sai]? . [2494]

If* god ne kepe pe cite in ydel wake]? lie jjaf it* kepe]?

[2495] ^ Xow sir ])enne schnlle ^e cpiyte pe kepyng* of*

30ure persone to 3oiire trewe frendes ]:at* ben ap?'oved

and y-knowe [2496] and of* hem schuln 30 asken helpe 3oiire

persone for to kepe ^ ffor Caton sal]? ^ If^ J?on hast*

neede of helpe f aske it* of-* J^in frendes [2497] ffor ])er n^^s

non so good a phisicien as Ipiii trewe freend [2498]

and after ])is Jjenne schulle 30 kepe 3011 fro alle

straunge folk^ and fro lyeres And haue ahvay in suspecte

here companye [2499] H flor pieres alphouns sai]? ^ Xe

take no companye by ]je way of* straunge man but it

so be ])0\x haue knowe him of* lengere tyme . [2500]

and if* so be pat* he falle in to ])in company per-

aduenture wij^outen ftin assent* [2501] enquere ]jenne

as subtilly as Jjou canst* of* his conu^^rsacion and of* his lyf*

byfore and feyne Ipy way seynge ])0U woldest* go ]}ider

as ])0U woldest* nou^t go. [2502] and if* he here]? a spere

holde jje on ]?e right* syde of* him . and if* he berej) a swerde

holde ])& on Jte left* syde of* him, [2503] and

])enne schul 3e kepe 30U ^\usly fro alk such manere of*

poeple as I haue sayde3ou here bifore and hem and here coun-

sel eschewe [2504] And after )}is jjenne schulle 3e kepe 30U

in such mane?'e [2505] jjat* for any p?'esumpcioun) of 3oure

bodily strengjje ]?at* 36 ne dispise nought* ne accounte nou3t

j)e might* of* 30ure adue?'sary so lyte Jiat* 36 lete J?e

kepynge of* 3oure pe?'sone for 30ure presumpcion [2506]

ifor euerj wysman drede]? his enemy [2507] ^ And
Salamon sai]) wel fool is he ]?at*' of* al hap drede

[2508] IT ffor 1 certes he ]}at* jjurgh hardynesse of* his

herte and Jiurgh pe hardynes of* hi??2self* ha]j so

gret* presumpciofi him schal yuele betyde [2509] ^ Thenne
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scliuln 36 euermore encoiintrewayte enbusscliement3 and alle

espyaile . [2510] ftbr as saijj Jje wise man

[ no gap in the MS.^ [2 5ii]liene

fallej) in to no periles ]?at^ pe?'iles escliewe)? [2512] IF And al

"be it/ so })af ]?ou seme jjat* \io\x be in secre place ^ef

schalt^ ]?ou alwey don diligence in the kepynge of* ]?in pc?'Sone

[2513] J)is is to say. Ne be nou3f necligenf to kepe |?in

persone nought* only fro jjin grettesf enemy . but* only fro

J)in leste enemy [2514] Senel^ sai]? a man ]?«t* is

wel auysed lie drede]) liis leste enemy [2515] Ovide

seijj ]}at* J?e lytel wesel wol sle Jje grete bole and Jje

wilde liert* [2516] And J)e p/'ouerbe sai]) J^af a luytel jjorne

may greeue a king* ful sore ^ And a litel hound wol

holde fje wilde bore [2517] ^ But* na])eles I say nought*

Jjou schalt* be so coward ])at* ]?ou doute wher as is no

drede [2518] ^ The bok* sai]? that* some men haue

gret* lust* to disceyue but* 3it* Jjcy drede to be de-

sceyued [2519] [ no gap in the MS.^

And kepe ]?e fro J)e company of* Scorners [2520]

% ffor ])e book* saij) J)at* scorners ne make]? no companye

but* flee here word as venyni

[2521] IF Now as to J)e secounde poynt* where as 3oure

wise counceilowrs counselled 30U to warmstore 3oure houses

wiJ3 gret* diligence [2522] IF I wolde fayn knowe how ])at*

36 vnderstande jjilke wordes and what* is 30ure sentence

.

[2523] Mellibeus answerde and sayde Certes I vnder-

stande in ]?is wise ]}at* 1 schal warmstore vajn hous

wijj toures suche as haue castelles and ofier maner

of* edifices & armure and archers [2524] betwen Avhich

Jiing* if* I may my pe?'sone and myn hous so kepe and

defende ]?at* myn enemys schuln be in drede vajn

hous for to approche

.

[2525] to ])is sentence answerde anon prudence

warnysshing* qiiod sche of* heihe toures and of* heihe edifices

appertynej) somtyme to pryde [2526] And eek* men make

heihe toures [ft les grans edifices a grant travail et a grans
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desjjens, et quant elles soitt faites, elles ne valient riens

se elles ne sont defendues par sages et par hons amis

loyaux, et a grans missions (Le Menagier, i. 209)] [2527]

H And vnderstande wel j?at^ J?e grettest^ and J)e strengest^

garnysoil ])at* riche man may haue / as wel to kepen his

pe?'sone and liis goodes is [2528] j^at^ lie [be] biloiied

wi]) Ills subiectes and -\viili his neilieboiirs [2529] 5F fFor

Jius saij) TuUius That^ \ier is a man<?r garnyson Jiat*

no man may venquyssclien ne discomfite and p«t^ is [2530]

a lord to be loued of* liis cite^eins and of* liis poeple

[2531] ^ Xow sire as to pe jjridde poynt* where as

3onre olde and wise counseiloures sayden IT ]?af 30U ne

oiighte noujf sodeinly ne hastely proceden in ])is needs

[2532] But* ])at* 30 oughten purueyen and apparayle 30U

in Jjis caas wi]) gret* diligence and with gTet* dehberacion

[2533] ^ Trewely I trowe ]?at* J?ay sayden right^ wisly

and right* so]) [2534] ^ itbr TuUius Seai)) •In euery

neede er Jiou begynne it apparayle J)e with gref

diligence. [2535] penne say I )}at in vengaunce

takyng* in werre in ^ bataille and in Avarnestoringe

[2536] er J30U bygynne ^ I rede ]}at ))0U apparayle J)e

per to % And do it* Avijj gret* deliberacion [2537] If ffor

Tulli«s saijj . j^at* lange apparaylinge biforn pe bataile

make]) schort^ victory [2538] ^ And Cassidorus sai]? pe

garnysoil is strenger whan it* is loiig^ tyme avised

[2539] But* now lete vs speke of^ ])e counseil ])at* Avas

acorded by oure neyheboures siiche as don 30U

reuerence wi])outen loue [2540] 3oure olde enemys recon-

siled ^ 30ure flaterers [2541] fat^ counceleden 30U cer-

teyn Jiinges prmely and openly counseileden 30U ])e

contrarie [2542] ^ The 3onge foU?^ also ]jat* coimseiled

30U to vengen 30U and to iiiaken werre anon , [2543] "^ And

certes sire as I haue sayde byforn i ^e haue gretly y-erred

to han y-cleped suche maner of* folk* to 3oure counselle [2544]

IT Whiche counseiloures / ben ynough reproued by ])e resons

aforn sayde [2545] ^ But* na])eles let* vs now descende to
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Jje special 36 schuln fersf proceden after jje doct?'me of*

Tullius [2546] ^ Certes the trouj^e of^ fis niatier eyj?er of*

J)is counseil nedej) not^ diligently emxneren [2547] ^ Ifor if

is . wel wiste wliiclie Jiey ben ])at* doon 3011 J}is

trespas & vilenye [2548] and liow many trespasoures

and in what* manere J^ey han don to 30U al ))is

vvronge and alle f)is vilanye [2549] ^ And after pis

panne schullen 3e examine 3e secounde condicion pe wliich

pat* Tullius addeth in pis matiere [2550] IF ffor

Tullius puttep a ping* which pat* he clepep consentynge pis

is to say [2551] who ben pay and whiche ben pay and how

many pat* consenten to pin counseil in pin willefulnesse

to don hasty vengeance [2552] ^ And let* vs concidre

also who ben pay and how many ben pay [

. . . 710 gap] pat* consenten to 30ure aduersaries [2553]

And certes as to pe ferste poynt % hit* is wel knowen whiche

ben pay pat* consenten to oure liastyf* wilful-

nesse [2554] H ffor trewely alle po pat* counselen 30U

to maken sodeyn werre ne ben nought* 3oure frendes [2555]

% let* se now whiche ben pey pat* 3e hoklen

so gretly 30ure frendes as to 30ure pe?-sone [2556] IF ffor

al be it* so pat* 3e ben mighty and ryche f certes 30

ben but^ allone [2557] f ffor certes 3e ne han no childe

but* a doughter [2558] ne 30 han no brep^^ren ne cosyns

germayns ne non oper neih kynrede [2559] ^ Wherfore

30ure enemys scholden stinte to plede wip

30U ne to destruye 30ure persone. [2560] 3e knowen

also pat* 30ure richesse moot* ben dispended in

diuerse prtrtyes [2561] & when pat* euery wight* hap

his parted pey woln take but* litel rewarde to vengen

py dep [2562] % But* pin enemys ben pre and

pey hauo many children brepe/'en cosyns and oper neyh

kynrede [2563] IF And pough so were pat* pou haddest* slayn

of* hem two oper .iij. 3et* dwellen pere ynowe to ^ awreken

here dep and to slen pin persone [2564] ^ And peih so

be pat* 30ure kynrede be more siker and stedefast^ pen
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\)e kyn of* 301116 aduersary [2565] IF i^ef neuer Ipe lea ^oure

kynrede is but* after kynrede jjey ben but* litel sibbe

to 30U [2566] II And pe kyn of-* ^onre enemys ben neigTi sibbe

to lieni IT And certes as in |)at* he condicioii is bettre jjen

is 3oiires [2567] IT Jjenne let* vs consideren also of* j^e

connseilynge of* liem ]?at* counseleden 3011 to taken sodeyn

vengeance wlie])<?r it* acorde to reson or ]ion . [2568] and

certes ^e knowen wel nay. [2569] iibr as by rignt* and

reson jjer may no man take vengaunce of-* no Aviglit ^ But*

|)e Ingge ]?at* lia]) lurdixion of* hit [2570] ^vhan it^ is

graunted him to take j^ilke vengeaunce hastely or at-

temperelly as J?e lawe requyre)) [2571] ^ And 3et* more

oner of* j^ilke Avorde Jjat* Tiillius clepej? consenting^ f

[2572] |)ou schalt* consente if^ fiin mighte & ]?in power

may consente and suffice to J)in wilfulnesse and to yui

counseiloures [2573] IF And certes Jjou niayst* wel say

fat* nay [2574] ^ tibr sikerly as for to spekeu p?7)prely

we may do no ]?iiig-* Ijut^ oonly such ping* as Ave may

doon rightfully [2575] 5F And certes rightfully ne may 36

take no A^engawnce as of* 30ure 2)/-opre auctorie [2576]

IT Then may 36 seen J)at* 30ure poAver ne co7^sente]3

nou3t* ne acorde]) nou3t* ^vith 30ur Avillefulnesse [2577] Is^ow

lete A^s examine ))e ]?ridde poynt* ])at* Tullius clepe])

co72sequent [2578] Thou schalt* Aa-iderstanden }?at )}e

vengaunce ]?at* ])ou p^/rposest* for to take is conse-

quent* [2579] And ])erfoTG falle]) anoper vengaunce .

Peril . and AA'erre and oj^re damages ^vithoiiteii nombre

of* Avhiche Ave ben nou3 Avarre as at* j^is tynie [2580] ^ Ami

as touchinge pe for]?e poynt/. )?at TuUiws clepe]) en-

o-endrynge [2581] IF pou schalt* considere ]}at* fis wrang*

which ]?at* is don to j?e is engendred of* pc hate of-*

]?in enemys [2582] and of* pe A^engeance takynge ^ Ami A^pon

]?at* Avolde engendre anopcr vengeance and mochel sorAve

and Avastyng-* of* richesse as I sayde er

[2583] IF XoAV sir as touchinge to pe poynt* pat Tullius

clepe]) causes Avhich {jat* is pe laste poynt [2584] 5F Tliou
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schalf vnderstande put' ])e wrong' j^at^ ]?ou hast' receyiied

hajj certein causes [2585] whiclie J)af clerkes clcpen

Oriens eV Officiens and causa longinqua and causa

l^ropuuina IF This is to sayn ]>e ferre cause [et la prou-

cliaine ; [2586] la loingtaine cd Dlcu qid est

cause de toutes causes [2587] la proucliaine est tes

trois Pimemis (Le ]\Ien. i. 212)] [2588] accidental v/as hate

[2589] The causes material hen j^e .v. woundes of*

]}in dou3tcr [2590] 5F The cause formale is Jje nianer of'

here worchinge jjaf brou3ten laddres and clonihen in af

pine wyndowes/ [2591] ^ The cause final was for to slee ])i\\

doubter if latted noughf in as nioche as in hem was [2592]

IF Buf for to speken of* j^e ferre cause as ^ whaf ende j^ey

schullen come Or whaf schal betyden of hem in J)is

caas ne can I nou3f deeme . buf by coniectyng' and by

supposynge [2593] ffor avc schuln suppose [qu'lls

auendront] to a wicked ende. [2594] by cause ])q book'

of* decrees saitli IF Selden or wij? gref peyne ben causes

brou3t' to an ende when pej ben baldly Ijygonne

[2595] ISFow sir if^ men asked me why ])af

30 suffren men to don 30U pis vilenye Certes I can

nof wel answere as for no sopfastnes [2596] flbr

pe appostel saip paf pe sciences and pQ luggementz of-'

ourc lord god ben mighty and deepe [2597] IF Ther may

no man co?»prehende ne serche hem sufficiently [2598]

^ IS^apeles by certeins presumpcions & coniectynges

I halde and bileeue [2599] paf god pat is ful of-*

lustice and of' rightwisnesse hap suffred pis bytyde by

iuste cause resonable

[2600] IF pin name is mellibe pis is to say a man

pat' drinkep hony [2601] ^ Thou hast y-drunke so meche

hony of pe swete temperel richesses and delices & hon-

ures of pis world [2602] paf pou arf drunken and

hasf for^eten oure lord ihu crisf pin creatour [2603 1
^ Thou

hasf nou^f don to him such hono«/' as pe

oughte [2604] ^ Ne pou hasf nou^f wel take heede to
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Jie wordes of Ovide j^at^ sai]? [2605] Yiider ])e liony

of^ ])e goodes of' pin body is liyd pe venyni J}at* sleej?

]?e soule [2606I ^ And Salo??ic)n snip ^ If* ]?ou liast*

founden liony ete of' hif what* suffice]) [2607] ^ ffor if ]?on

ete of hif out of mesure / ])ou schalf spewe and be needy

and pore [2608] ^ And peraduenture crhf bath pe in

spite and lia]) turned away fro pe his face and his

eres of misericorde [2609] and also he hap sufFred

])at^ povL hasf ben y-punyssht/ in pe maner j^af ])ou

hast^ y-trespast^ [2610] IF Thow hasf don synne a3eins

cure lord ihu crist [26 1 1] IF ffor certes pe j?re enemy3 of man-

kynde jjat^ is to say j^e fleissch . pe ffeend . and J^e

worlde [2612] ^ poii hasf sufired hem to entre in J?in

herte Avilfully by pe wyndowes of pj body [2613] and

iiast^ nou3f defended pe sufiiceantly a3ei]is here defiutes

and here te?;iptaciofis So paV Jjay haue wounded j?!

soule in fyue place. [2614] ^ this is to sa3^n pe deedly

synnes j^at* ben entrede in to pin herte by pine .v.

wittes [2615] And in pe same manere oure lord iht'-^'u crisf

hap and wolde and hap suffred paf pine preenemysben entree!

in to pin lious by pe wyndowes [2616] and ban

wounded pine doughtres in pe forseyde manere

[2617] IT Certes q?<ocZ Mellibe I se wel paf paf 30 en-

force 30U mochel- by wordes to oue/'come me in such

a manere pat" I schal now vengen me of mjn enemys [2618]

Schewynge me pe periles and pe eueles paf mighten

ffalle of pis vengeance [2619] ^ Buf who so wolde considere

in alle vengances ^pe periles and eueles pnt^ mighte sewe

of vengaiice takynge f [2620] a man wolde neuere take

vengance and pat^ were harme f [2621] ffor by pe veng-

aunce takynge ben pe wickede men disseuered fro pe

goode men [2622] ^ And po pat* ban Aville to don Avicked-

nesse restreynen here wickede purpos whan pey seen pe

punysschyng^ and pe chastysing^ of trespasours

[2623] [And to this answered dame Prudence :
' Certes,'

said she, ' I grant you that from vengeance come many
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benefits as well as many evils : [2624] yet vengeance be-

longeth not to '' a singuler persone," but only to the judges,

and to those who have jurisdiction over evil-doers.']

[2625] IT And ^iV say I more ]}aV right^ as a singuler

persone synnejj in takinge vengaiice of* anojjer man f

[2626] Eight^ so synne]) ])& lugge if* ho take no vengance

of lie??i j^at^ it^ han desserued // [2627] fior Senelv^ saij?

])us J)at^ mayster is good jjat' reproeue]? schrewes

[2628] ^ And as Cassidory saij?. A. man dredeth to don

outrages f whan he woof and knowejj pat^ it^ displesejj

]pe luge and ]?e soueraignes [2629] ^ And anoj^e?' sai]? jje

lugge ^paV dredeth do don right^ make]? schrewes

[2630] IT And seint^ Poul jje appostel saijj in his epistle

whan he write]? vnto j^e Eomayns that^ ]?e luges bercn

nought jje spere wijjouten cause. [2631] but^ ]?ay beren it

to punysschen pe schrewes and ])e mysdoers and for to de-

fende Jje goode men [2632] ^ If^ 36 woln |)enne take vengance

of 3oure enemys ' ^e schuhi retourne or haue 3oure recours

to j>e luge j)a.V lia]j Jje lurdexioii vpon him [2633]

& he schal punyssche hem as ]je lawe axejj and requyre])

[2634] ^ A q2iod Mellibe j^is vengance likep me
no]Jing^ [2635] ^ I bej^inke me now
how fortune hajj norisched me fro my childhode

and haj? holpen me to passe many a strtmnge pas [2636]

51 Now wol I assayen here trowynge with goddes grace and

heljDe jjat^ sche schal helpe me my scliame for to venge

[2637] ^ Certes quod Prudence if 30 woln worche by my
counseillef 30 schuln nou3t assaye fortune by no way. [2638]

Ne 30 schuln nought* lene ne borwe vnto hire after Jje word

of* Senek* [2639] ffor ])ing<55 Jiat* ben folily cloon and

Jjat* ben in hope of fFortune schuln neiiere come to a good

ende [2640] IT and as ]je same senek* seilp IT The more

clere and Jje more schynynge ]?at* fortune is f "pe more

brutel and pe sonnere y-broke sche is [2641] IT truste]} nou3t*

in hire for sche nys noj^ing* stedefast* ne stable [2642] ffor

when j)OU trowest* to be most* siker or seure of hire
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helpef sche wol fa3'le pe and disceyue ])e [2643] ^ -^^^^

wher as ^e sayn jjat^ fortune hap norisslied 30U fro ^oure

childliode [2644] I say ^ou paV in so mocliel sclmln ^e

J?e lasse trusten in hire and in hire witte [2645] ^ ffc)r Senek^

saijj that* what man is norisched by fortune f sclie make])

him to gref a fool [2646] IF Xow jjenne sej^ens 3.0 desire

and aske vengance H And pe vengaiice ]?at is doon after

pe lawe and hiforn pe Inggo ne like]) ^3011 nought^ [2647]

and pe vengance ])at^ is don in hope of fortune is peril-

ous and vncerteyn [2648] U Tlienne haue 36 non o]?er

remedye but^ for to haue 3oure recours vnto pe soueraign

luge jjat^ venge]) alle vilanyes and wronges [2649]

H And he schal venge 3on afte?' paV ]}in self* witnesse])

[ ] [2650] leuej) pe vengance to me

and I schal don hit*

[2651] ^ Mellibe answerde H If"* I ne venge me nou3t* of*

pe wrong* J?at* men lian doon to me [2652] ^ I schal sompiie

or warne hem paV han don ]?is vilanye to me and alle

ojire to don me anoJ?er vilanye [2653] 5F ffor it is writen

IT If* povL take no vengance of* an olde vilanye f ])0U somp-

nest* ])in aduersarie to don pe a newe vylanj^e [2654]

[Et aiiisi, 2Dor souffrir Ten me ferolt taut de viUenU-s

de toutes pars\ jjat* I mighte neyjjer here it^ ne .sus-

tene [2655] and so schulde I be ouersette and halden ouer

low^e [2656] IF ffor men sayn IF In niochil suffrynge schullen

many pinges falle vnto pe whiche ]30u schalt* not*

mowe suffre

[2657] IF Certcs quod Prudence I grcmnte pi\V

oner mochil suffraiice / is nought* good [2658] IF But* 3et* ne

folwej? it* nou3t* ]?er-of* Jjat eue?y pe/'sone to whom men

don vilanye take of* it* vengance [2659] ffor J)at* apper-

tenejj and longe]) al only to pe luges ffor j^ey schuln

venge pe vilenyes and pe iniuries [2660] and j?e/'fore

J)o tuo auctoritees paX? 3e han saj^le aboue ben oonly

vnderstanden in pe luges [2661] ^ ffor whan pej suffren

ouer mochil pe wronges and vilanyes be;i don
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wi]?outen punysscliinge [2662] })ay sompiie nou3t a man

only for to do newe wronges but^ jjay comaunden it*

[2663] ^ Also a wise man saij? ])at* jje luge pSiV cor-

recte]) nou3t |je synnere comaunde]? and bidde]) him to do

synne [2664] IT And jje souerains and pe luges / migliten in

here lande so mocliel suffren of* pe schrewes and mysdoers

[2665] pat* ]?ey schulden by such sufiraunce / by proces of*

tyme wexen of* suche power and might* |)at* jjey schulde

putte oute J)e luges and J?e soueraignes from here places

[2666] and at* pe laste maken hem leesen here lordschijDcs

[2667] IF But* let* vs now putte jjat* 3e han leue to

vengen 30U [2668] ^ If* 3e ben nou3t* of* might* and

power as now to vengen 30U [2669] ffor if 30 woln maken

comparison vnto pe might* of* 30ure aduersaries IF 3e schullen

fynden in many jjinges pat* I haue schewed 30U ben Jiis

))at* here condicioil is bettre ])an 3oures [2670] IF And

j)erfore say I ]?at it* is good as now Jjat* 3e suffre and

be pacient*

[2671] IF fferjjermore 3e knowen ]}at* after J)e

co??imune sawe it is a woodnesse a man to streyne^ a3eins a [i (margin)

in,
sti-yue]

strenger or a more mighty man j^en is himself*

[2672] ^ And for to stryue wi]? a man of* euene strengjje

J)at* is to say ^ wi]j a strong* man as he is it* is i:>enl

[2673] IF And for to stryue wijj a waykare man it* is folye .

[2674] and Jjerfore schulde a man fie stryuyng/ as

mochel as he mighte [2675] ^ As Salomon saith ^ It* is a

gret* w^orscliipe to kepyn him fro noyse and

stryf* [2676] ^ And if* it* so bifalle or happe jjat a man

of* grettere might* and strengpe fian jjou art* do fe

greuaunce [2677] study and busy Jje ra]?er to stille

J)e same greuaunce ]?an for to venge jje [2678] IF ffor

Senelv* sai]? j^at* he puttej) him in gret* perile Jjat*

stryue]) wip a gretter man j^an he is himself* [2679]

^ And Catoun saij? if"* a man of* heyer astate or degre or

more mighty Jjen Jiou do ]?e annoye or greuance

Suffre him [2680] for he ]jaf ones hap greued pG
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may anojje?' tyme releue pe and helpo pe [2681] ^ ^it^

sette I cas 30 lian ho'pe migllt^ and licence to

vengen 30U [2682] I say Jjat^ Jjer ben many

Jjinges ]?at^ scliuln restreynen 30U of^ vengannce takinge

[2683] and make 3011 for to encline and for to sufFre and for

to haue pacience in jpe wronges ]?at^ iian be don to

30U [2684] ^ ffirste and for]}Avard if^ 30 woln concider

jje defautes })at^ ben in 3oure owne persone [2685]

for wliiclie defautes god baj? snifred 3011 to bane jjis

tribulacion as I baue sayde 30U bere byforn . [2686] ^ Ifor

])e Poete saij? j^at^ "vve ougbten paciently taken J)e tribu-

lacions jjat^ come]) / to vs wben we ]jenken and consydren

jjaf we ban disserned to ban beni [2687] '^ And seint^

Gregory sai]) IT ]?at^ wban a man considerej) wel po

nombre of* bis defautes and of^ bis synnes [2688] j^e

peynes and jje tribulacioils J?at^ be sufFreJ) semen jje

lasse vnto bim [2689] ^ And in als mocbel as bim Ipenk-

ejj his synnes jje more beuy and greuous. [2690] IT In so

mocbe semej) bis peyne Jje lighter and ])e esyer vnto

bim [2691] 5F Also 3e owen to encline and to bowen 30ure

berte to taken Jje pacience of* oure lord Ihesu crist^ as

sai]) seint^ Petre in bis Epistles [2692] ^ Ibesu crist^ be

sai]) ha]) suffred for vs and 3eiien ensample vnto eiierj

man to folwe and to sewe bim [2693] ffor be dede neue>*

synne ne neuere ne came a vileyns word ont^ of^ bis

mou]) [2694] when men cursBd bim be cursed hem

noughf 5[ And when men beten bim be manased hem

nought* [2695] IT Also ])e grece pacience wbiclie

seintes ])aP ben in j^aradys . ban bad in tribulacioils ])aV

])ey ban suffred wi])Oute;i eny desert* or gilte [2696]

aughte mocbel to stere 30U to pacience [2697] [Ajji^es,

moult te dolt endiner a ]patience\ [2698]

considerynge ])at* ])e tribulacioils of* ]jis worlde but*

litel while endure]) and soone j^assed ben and goon

[2699] ^ And ])e loye ])at* man seke]) to baue by

pacience in tribulacion is perdurable / after ])at^ \q

COKPUS 520 (6-T. 233)



SIX-TEXT 234:
GROUP B. § 10. MELiBEus. Corpus MS.

apostel saijj in ]}e epistle [2700] IT The ioye of^ god lie

sei)) is perdurable pSiV is to sayn 1 euer lastyngo [2701]
IT Also trowej) and belieue]? stedefastly ]?at^ lie is nouglit^

wel ynorisslit^ ne wel y-taught' Ipixf can nou3t^ hane pacience

[ 710 gap] [2702] 5F fFor salamon saij)

])af Jje doctrine of* Jje witte of^ man is knowen by
pacience [2703] IT And in anojjer place he saijj IT he
])at> is pacienf gouerne]? him by gret prudence [2704]

^ And 3et^ Salamon saijj ]je angry and ])e wrajjful

man make]? noyse ^ And ]?e pacient^ man attempereth

him and stiile]7 him. [2705] he saijj also II It^ is more
wor]) to be pacient* pen to be right^ strong^ [2706] And
he jjat^ may liaue pe lordschipe of< his owne herte is

more to prayse jjen he paV by his force and strengjjo

take]) grete cites [2707] IF And perioie sei
J)

seint^

lame in his Epistle p9.V pacience is a gret^ vertu of*

perfection

[2708] ^ Certes quod Mellibe I g?-aunte 30U dame
Prudence and pacience is a gret* vertu of^ perfeccioii

[2709] IF But* euery man may not* haue ]je pe?'fection paf 30-

secheii [2710] ne I am nought* of* ]?e nombre of right* -par-

fyt* men [271 1] IF ffor my11 herte may neuer ben in

pees viito pe tyme it* be venged [2712] IF and al be it* so

pciV it* was gret* peril to mj}i eiiemys to don a

vilanye in takinge vengaunce vpon me [2713] IF 3et*

token ])ey non heede of* pe perille ^ But* fulfdleden here

wikkede wille and here corage . [2714] and perioie me

JjenkeJ) ])af men ou^ten not* to reproue me ])ough I putte me

hi-to a litel pe?'il for to auenge me [2715] IF And ])ough I do

a gret* excesse J)at* is to say ]30ugh I do a vengance outrage

by ano]?er

[2716] ^ A qiwd dame prudence 36 seyn 3oure wille

and as 30U like]) [2717] IF But* in no caas of* pe world a

man ne scholde nou3t don outrage ne excesse for to vengen

him [2718] IF ffor Cassidory sai]) Jjat* as euel do])

he })at* auengej) him by outrage as he Jjat"* do]) J)e
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outrage [2719] and ]?erfore 30 sclmllen vengen 3011 after

]?e ordre of^ riglit^ ])aV is to sayn by ])e lawe and [nought]

by excesse ne by outrage [2720] ^ Also if^ 36 woln

vengen 30U of^ ])e outrage of< 30ure adue?'saries in olper

nianere ))enne riglit comaundej) f 3e synnen [2721]

IF Therfore saij? Seneli^ J^at^ a man sclial neuer vengen

schrewedenesse [by schrewedenesse] // [2722] And if* 3e say

])at< right' axe]) to defende violence by violence

and fightynge by fyghtynge [2723] ^ Certes 3e say so])

when ])e defens is don right' anon ^Yi])outen interualle or

Avi])oute?i taryenge or delay [2724] for to defenden him

and nought for to vengen hi?}i [2725] H And iV bilioue])

])af a man putte such attempt^raiice in his defense

[2726] J)at men han no cause ne matier to reproeuen

him ])af defende]) him of* excesse and of' outrage [ • • •

no gajj.] [2727] IT Par de 3eknowe\vel

])af 3e make?i non deffense / as now for to defende 30U

Euf for to venge 30U [2728] and so sewej) if Jjat 30

haue no wille to do 30ure deede attemperelly [2729] and

J)erfore me ])enki]) ^ ])at pacience is good ^ ffor Salamon

sai]) ])af he faf is noughf pacienf schal haue gref

harme

[2730] IT Certes (luocl Mellibe ^ I grcrante wel ])af

whan a man is vnpacienf and wro]) of* ])af J)af touche])

him nou3f and paf appertiene]) noughf vnto him Jjough hit

harme him if is no wonder [2731] ^ ffor ])e lawe sai])

paf he paf is coupable ])af entermete]) him or medele])himwi])

Buche \>mff as apperteyne]) nou3f vnto him [2732] IT And

Salo?7ion saith faf he J)af entremete]) him of' ])Q

noyse or J)e stryf' of' ano])er ma?^ is ylike to him paf take])

an hound by Ipe eeres [2733] IF ffor righf as he ])at take])

a straunge hounde by Ipe eeres is o])erwhile y-byten wi])

])e hounde / [2734] Eight* in ])e same wyse is ])e reson ])af

he haue harme ])af by his inpacience medle]) him of"*

))e noyse of ano])er man wher as it appe?-teyne]) nou3f vnto

him [2735] H Buf 36 knowen wel ]?at fis dede fat
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is to sayn my griefs and mju disese touclie]? me riglif

neigfi [2736] and j^erfore fougli I be wroj) and in-

pacient^ it^ is no meruaylle [2737] IF And sauynge 3oure

grace I can nou3f se ])at* it* miglite gretly liarme

IpougU I toke vengaiice [2738] IF fFor I am richer and

more mighty jjen mjn enemys hen [2739] IF And wel

knowe ^e pat^ by monye and by hauyng^ grete posses-

sions ben alle ])e pinges of ])is world gouernede [2740]

^ And SalaniOM saij? . alle ]}inges obeyen to

moneye

[2741] ^ Whan Prudence hadde herd hire housbande to

auaunten him of* his richesse and of his moneye and dispreys-

inge of power and his aduersaries IF IF Sche spake and sayde

on pis wise [2742] IF Cert/5 deere s^> I gvcamte 30U fat*

3e ben riche and mighty [2743] ^ And pat* pe richesses

ben goode to hem j^at* ban wel y-geten hem and pat*

wel can vsen hem [2744] IF ffor right* as pe body of*

man may nought* lyue wipoute pe soule IF JSTo more may it*

lyue w/t/iouten temperele goodes [2745] and by rich-

esse may a man geten him grace [2746] % And
jjerfore saij? Pamphilles If* eny gaddes doughter he saijj

be riche . Sche may cheese he saip of* a pousand men [which

she will for her husband [2747] and of the

thousand] ^ oon w^ol nought* forsake?^ hire ne refusen

hire [2748] IF And pis Pamphilles saith also IF If* pou be

ri3t* happy ^ pat* is to say. If pou be right* riche pou

schalt* fynden a gret nombre of felawes and frendes [2749]

^ And if pin fortune chaungep pat* is if pou wexe ]3ore f ffare

wel frendschipe and felaschi23e [2750] IF ffor pou schalt* ben

allone wipoute/i any companye but* if it* be pe

companye of good folk* [2751] IF And 3it* saip pis

Pamphilles more ouer / pat pey pat ben pralle &
bonde of linage schuln ben maad worpy and noble by

pe richesses. [2752] IF And right* so as by richesses per

comen many goodes IF Eight* so by pouert* comep

many harmes and eueles. [2753] ffor gret pouert* con-

COlirUS 523 (6-T. 236)



SIX-TEXT 237

GROUP B. § 10. MELiBEus. Corpus MS.

streignej) ^a man to don many eueles . [2754] And Iper-

fore clepe]) Cassidore Pouert^ . Jie mooder of* ruyne

[2755] jjaf is to say fe moder of oiierjirowing^ or

fallyng* doun [2756] ^ And {)erfore saitli Pieres alpliouns

^ On of ])e grettest* aduersary of* J^is Avoiid is [2757]

when a freo by kynde or of^ birjje is constreigned

by pouert* to eten j^e almes of* his enemy [2758] ^ And

pe same saij) Innocent* in oon of^ his bookes

.

])aV sorwfulle and myshappy is ]>q condicioii of* a pouere

begger [2759] ^ ffor if* he axe nought* his mete he deyejj for

hunger [2760] ^ And if* he axe he deye]) for schame

H And algates necessite constreigne]) him to axe [2761]

5F And Jierfore saij? Salamon ])at* bettre is to deye ]}an

to haue such pouert^ [2762] ^ 3et* saij? Sala-

mon ))at* bettre is to deye of* bitter de]) j?an for to

lyue in suche wyse [2763] ^ By J)ese resoils j>aV I

haue sayde vnto 30U and by many oj?er resons Jiat* I

kou]?e say [2764] IT I graunte ^ou Jjat* richesse ben

good to hem ]?at geten hem wel and to hem Ipat^ wel

vsen jje richesses [2765] ^ And jjerfore wol I schewe

30AV how 3e schuln haue 30U [en acquerant

Richesses et en amassant icelles (MS Peg. 19 C vii,

leaf 140, back.)]

[2766] ^ fferst* 36 schuln geten hem wijjouten gret^

desire by good leysir sokyngly and nou3t* oue?' hastily

[2767] ^ ffor a man ]:)«t* is to desyringe to gete richesse f

abandone]) him ferst* to ])efte and to alle ojjer eueles

[2768] IT And J>e?'fore saij? Salamo?z ^ he Jjat* hastej?

himouer busyly to waxe ryche schal ben non Innocent [2 769]

^ he sai]} also fiat* ]?e richesse ])at* hastely comejj to

a, man IF sone and lightly go]? and passej? fro a man

[2770] ^ But* jjat* richesse J)at* comej) lytel and litel

waxejj alwey and multipliejj [2771] And ^ir 3e schuln

gete richesse ynough by 30ure witte and by 3oure trauayle

vnto 30ure profyt/ [2772] and Jiat* wi]?oute?2 wrang* or harme

doynge to ony ojjer pe?'sone [2773] IT ffor pe lawe
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sai]? jjat^ per iiiakej) no man himself^ ryclie if^ he do

harm to anoj^ey wight^ [2774] [car la loy dlt que

nul lie se face riche an dommage d'atdruy

(Le Menagier cle Paris, tome i. page 222)]

[2775] ^ And Tiillms saij? ^ Jjat^ no sorwe ne no drede

of^ dej) ne no ]?ing^ ]?at^ may falle vnto man) [2776]

is so mochil a3eins nature H as a man to encresce his

owne p?'ofyt^ to jje harnie of anoj^er man [2777] IT And jjou^

Jje grete men and }?e riche men geten richesse more

lightly )jen jjou [2778] 3ef schalt* ])ou noii3t^ ben ydel ne

slowe to don J?in p?'ofyt ^ ffor Jjou schalt' in alle wise flee

ydelnesse [2779] IF ffor Salamon saij) pat* ydelnesse teche])

man to don many eueles [2780] ^ And eek^ he

saijj Jjat^ he Jjat^ trauaylej) and busyej) him to tylyen

his lande sclial eten breed [2781] but he ])at^ is ydel and

caste]? him nouglit^ to no busynesse ne occupacion schal falle

in-to pouert^ and deye for hunger [2782] ^ and he jjat^ is

ydel & slowh can neuer fynde couenable tyme for to

doon his profyte [2783] ffor ^jjer is a ve/'sifiour jjat^ sai]) j^at^

Jje ydel man excuse]) \\\m in wynter by cause of^ ])e

grete colde IT And in somer by cause of* ]?e grete hete

[2784] IF ffor ])ise causes sai]) Caton ^ wakej) and enclynej)

30U nought^ ouer mochil for to slepe ^ ffor oue?'moche reste

norisshej) and cause]) many vices [2785] IT And ])erfore

sai]) Seinf lerona) H Do]) some goode deedes ])at< ])e deuyl

which is oure enemy ne fynde 30U vnoccupied

[2786] ^ ffor ])e deuel ne take]) nou3t^ lightly vnto his worcli-

inge suche as he fynde]) y-occupyed in goode werkes

[2787] ^ Thenne ])us ^ In getynge riches f 30

mosten flee ydelnesse [2788] ^ and afterwarde 3e schuln vse

])e richesses Jie whiche 30 han geten by 3oure witte and by

30ure trauayle [2789] in suche a manere ])at^ men

halden 30U not^ to scars ne to sparynge ne to fool large

})at* is to say ouer large a spender [2790] ^ ffor righf as

men blamen an auerous man by cause of his skarste

and ])inking^ [2791] in J)e same wyse is he to blame
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pat' spendej) ouer largely [2792] f And ]?erfore saij)

Catoil IT vse J?ine riches ))af |joav hast' y-geten

[2793] in such manere J^at^ men han. no matiere ne

cause to clepe pe wrecche ne chynche [2794]

IT ffor it is gret^ schame to a man to liaue a pouere herte

and a riche purse [2795] ^ 1^® ^^^iP
^^^^

I'®
goodes J^at*

])ou haste y-geten vse hem by mesure ])at^ is to sayn

spende mesurably [2796] IF ffor Jjey paf foHly wasten

and dispenden Jie goodes jjat^ ])ey han [2797] whan

pay haue no more 'pro'pTe of* here owne f fey schapen hem

to take Jje goodes of^ ano))er man [2798] IT I say ]?anne

)?at^ he schal flee auarice [2799] vsynge 3oure richesse

in suche a mane?'e that men say not Jiaf 30ure richesses

ben y-buried [2800] but^ ]jat^ 30 han hem in 30ure

might^ and in 30ure weldynge [2801] ffor a wise man

reprouejj fie auerous man and sai]) pus in tuo

vers [2802] IF wherto and why buriej) a man his

goodes by his auarice and knowe]? wel J?at^ needes

moste he dye [2803] IF ffor dejj is pe ende of^ euery man

as in J)is present* lyf* [2804] IF And for what* cause or

enchesoii ioignej? he him or knettej? he hem so faste

vnto his goodes [2805] paf alle his wittes mowen non3t<

disseueren him or dep«rten him fro his goodes

.

[2806] and knowej) wel or owghte to knowe pat* whan he

is deed he schal nou3t* here out* of* pe

world wip him [2807] IF and pe?'fore saip seint* AustjTi paf

pe auerous man is hkned vnto helle [2808] IF pat* pe

more it* chewep pe more desir it* hap to swelwe and

deuoure [2809] ^ And as wel alle 3e wolde eschewe to ben

y-cleped an auerous man or a chynche [2810] ^ As wel

schulde 30 gouerne 30U and kepe 30U in such a wyse

pat* men clepe 30U nou3t* to large [281 1] IF pe?*fore

Tulliws ^saip IF The goodes he saip of* pin hous schulde

not* ben hydde ne kepte in cloos but* pat* pay mighte

ben opened wip pitee and with debonairtee [2812] pat* is to

say to 3euen hem part* pat han gret* neede [2813]
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IF Xe J^ine goodes scliullen nof ben so opene to "ben eiiery

mannes goodes [2814] ^ afterward in getynge of^ 30ur

richesses IT And in vsynge hem 30 schuln alvvay liaue pre

J)inges in ^oure herte [2815] [c'est assavoir, Dieu, conscience,

et bonne fame, et renommee. [2816] Tu dois doncques avoir

Dieu en ton cuer (Le Menagier, i. 224)] [28 1 7] If And for no

richesse ^e scliuln doon no Jiing^ Jjaf may be displesaunce to

god Jjat^ is 30iire creatour and 3onre maker [2818] H ffor after

))e word of^ Salamo7Z IF hif is bettre to bane a biytel good

wij) fe lone of^ god. [2819] )}an to hane mochil good

and tresonr and lese J^e lone of* bis lord god [2820]

IF And Jie propbe/e sai]7 . Jjat^ better it is to ben a

good man and bane lytel good and tresour. [2821] pan to

be balden a schrewe and to bane gret* ricbesse [2822]

5F 3ef say I forJjH-more \a\} 30 scbuln

don 3onre busynesse to geten 30U ricbesse [2823] So fat*

30 geten bem wijj good conscience [2824] % And jje appostel

saijj Jjaf Jier is no J>ing* in ]}is world of* wbicb we

scbulden bane so gret* ioyef as wben onre conscience berejj

vs good witnesse [2825] IF And ]je wise man sai]) IF Tbe

snbstannce of* a man is ful good wben synne is nongbt in

mannes C07zscience [2826] ^ Aftirward in getyng* of^ 3onre

Ricbesses and in vsynge of* bem f [2827] 30 moste bane

gret* bnsynesse and gret* diligence tbat^ 3onre goode

name be alwey kepte and conserued [2828] IF ffor Sala-

morz saij? ^ ])at* better it is and more anayle]? a man

to bane good name fen to bane grete ricbesses

[2829] % And J?erfore be sai}? in anoJ)«?r place ^ Do gret*

diligence sai)) Salamon in kepyng* of^ |)in frende and of*

pin goode name [2830] IF ffor it sclial lenger abyde with

j)e pan eny tresour be it* nener so precious [2831]

IF And certes be scbulde nou3t* be cleped a gentil man pat*

after god and good conscience alle pinges lefte pat* he ne dop

his busynesse ne diligence to kepen bis good name

[2832] IF And Cassidorie saip pat* it* is signe of* a good

herte whan a man louep and desyrep to haue a good name
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[2833] ^ And perfore seijj seint^ aiistyn ]?at^ ]per

ben tiio ])ing<?5 paV l3en necessary and needfiJle

[2834] ^ And paV is good consciens [2835]

tjo j^in owne persons

inward and good loos fFor jjin neyhebour outward

[2836] IT And lie jjat^ trustej) him so mecliel in liis goode

conscience [2837] paV he displesejj and settej) it^ af

non^t* his good name or loos and rekkejj nou3t^ j-at

he kepej) nou3f his good name nys but* a cruel clierle

[2838] IT Sire now haue I schewed 30W how 36 schuln

doon in getynge of* richesse and how 3e schuln vsen hem

[2839] ^ And I se wel jjat* for j?e truste fiat^ 36 han in

richesse 36 wollen moeue bataile ^and werre [284c]

^ I counsele 30U pat^ 3e beg^^nne no werre in truste of"*

30ure richesses IT ffor j^cy sufficen nou3t^ werres to mejm-

tene [2841] IF And Jjerfore sai]? a Philosophre H Thaf

a man desirejj and avoI algates han werre sclial

neuer haue sufficaunce [2842] ^ ffor pe richere paV he is

])e gretter despenses moot he make if"* he wole haue wor-

schipe and victory [2843] IF And Salamon) saith paV J?e

grettere richesse pat* a man ha]) pe more dispendoures he

ha]) [2844] IF And deere sir al be it* so ])at* for 3oure

richesses 3e may han moche follv* [2845] ^ 3et* byhouej?

it* nought* ne it* is nou3f good to begynne werre wher as 3e

may in opev manere haue pees vnto 3oure worschipe

and p?'ofyt* [2846] ^ ffor pe victories of* Batailles ])at* ben

in J)is world li]) nou3t* in gret* nombre of* multitude of*

poeple ne in f)e vertu of* man f [2847] but* it* lith in

Jib wille and in Jje hande of* our lord ihesu crist* //

[2848] And periove ludas Makabeus which Avas

goddes knight* [2849] when he schulde tighten a3eins his

aduersaries ])at* hadde a gretter nombre & a gretter mul-

titude of* folk* and strenge?* pen was pe poeple of^ Macha-

bee [2850] ^ 3et* he recomforted his litel companye and

sayde right* in Jjis wise [2851] ^ As lightly quod he

may our lord god almighty 3eue victory to fewe follv*
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as to many folk^ [2852] f ffor ]je victory of< bataile come]}

nou3t by gret^ nombre of' poeplef [2853] but' if comejj

fro oiire lord of* heuene // [2854] IT And deere sire for

as mocliil as Jjer is no man certein if iV be worjjy ]}af

god ^eue him victory [

no gap in the MS.] or noii^f . after

])af Salo??zon sei|) [2855] ^ j^erfore euery man scliulde gretly

drede werres to begynne [2856] IT And by cause |?af in

batailles schuln fallen many periles [2857] ^ And liappej)

ojjerwlnle Jjaf as sone is ])e grete man slayn as |je litel

man [2858] IT And as if is writen in j)e seconde boot of*

kynges ^ The deedes of' batailles ben aduenturous and

vncertein [2859] ffor as lightly as is oon y-hurf wi]) a

spere as anojjer. [2860] and Jjerfore is gref perile in

werre ^ Therfore schulde?i men flee and eschewe werre in

as mechel as a man may goodly [2861] IF ffor Salamo?i

sai]) IT lie Jjcif louejj perill '. schal falle in perille

[2862] IF After Jiaf dame prudence hadde spoken in

Jjis manere IF Mellibe answerde and sayde [2863] ^ I se

wel dame Prudence jjaf by 30ure faire wordes and by

3oure resoiis paV [vous mettez avant, que] ])Q werre lykej) 30U

nojiing' [2864] IF Buf I haue nof 3if herde 3oure wyse coun-

sel how I schal do in Jjis neede

.

[2865] Certes <\uod sche I counseile 30U jjat' 30

acorde wij) 30ure aduersaries and ])af 3e haue pees

wijj hem [2866] 5F ffor seinf Tame saijj in his E^^istles

])af by concord and pees Jjaf smale richesses waxen

grete [2867] IT And by debaf and discord j^e grete richesses

fallen 'doun [2868] IF And 3e knowen ])af oon of' J^e

grettesf and mosf soue?'ayn Jjing' |)af is in Jiis world

is vnite and pees [2869] •ff
And jjerfore sayde oure lord

Ihe^'u cnsf to his appostles in ])is wyse [2870] IF Wel

happy and blessed ben ]?ay Jiaf louen and purchacen

pees ffor Jjey ben cleped ]?e children of* god [287i]1FA (luod

Mellibe now I se wel ])af 36 louen nou3f my;^ hono?M'

ne my worschipe [2872] % ^e knowe wel ]jaf jnyu
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aduersaries han bygonne J)is debaat and brigge by lieie

outrage [2873] IF And ^e seen wel ])at^ ]?ey neuer queren ne

preyen me nougTit^ of^ pees]N"e J?ey asken me nou^t^ to be recoii-

silede [2874] ^ Wole ^e Jeanne jjat' I go meke me and

obeye me to hem . and crye bem mercy f [2875] fFor so]?e

])af were not* my worscbipe [2876] ^ ffor riglit^ as men sayn

J)at^ oner gret^ bomlynesse^ engendrej? despysyng So

fare]? it* by to gret* bumilite and mekenesse [i corrected]

[2877] IT Then bygan dame prudence to make sem-

blaunf of* wra]?J)e and sayde [2878] H Certez sire saue

^our grace ^ I loue 30ur honour and 30ur profyf as I do

lajn owne and eue?' haue doon [2879] ^® 3^ ^® noon

ojier ne saugh neuer pe contrarye [2880] H And 3et* if* I

hadde sayd 36 schulde haue purchaced fe pees and

jje reconsiliacioii f I nad nought* mochel mystaken me

ne y-sayde amys [2881] IF ffor pe wise man saith. jie dis-

sencioii bygynne]) by anojjer man and pe reconsilynge

begynnej} by Jjinself [2882] IT And jje prophe^e sai])

IT fflee schrewednesse and do goodnesse [2883] 51 Seche pees

andfolwe it* as mechil as in pe is / [2884] IF 3et* saij? he nought

IF 3et' schuln 36 rajier pursewe to 30ur aduersaryes for pees

pan jjey schuln to 30U [2885] ^ ffor I knowe wel ])at* 30

ben so harde y-herted Jiat* 36 wolen don no })ing* for me

[2886] IF And Salamo?2 saij? IF )?at he ]?at* ha]? euer an hard

herte f atte laste he schal myshappe and mystryde

[2887] IF ^A-lian Mellibe hadde herde dame Prudence

make semblaiit of* wra])]?e ^ he sayde in ]?is wyse [2888]

IF Dame I pray 30U Jiat* 3e ben nou3t* displesed of* ])inges

]?at* I say 30U [2889] ffor 3e knowe wel pat* T am angry and

wrop and J?at* is no wonder [2890] 5F and po Jjat*

ben wro]) witen not* wel what* ]jey doon ne Avhat* pay

sayn [2891] IF "Wherfore pe p?'ophefe saip pat* /

troubled eyen han no cleer sight* [2892] IF But* sittep

and counseilep me right as 30W liste . ffor I am redy to doon

right* as3e woln desire [2893] IT Andif*3e reproeuenmeof* my
folye IF I am pe more balden to loue 30W and to preysen
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30U [2894] IF ffor Salamo?^ sai]) IT he pat^ reproue])

him Jjat dooj? folyef [2895] he schal fynden grettere grace

jjaii he ])aV disceyuej) hi?;i by wordes

[28.96] IT Then sayde dame Prudence U I make no

semhlaunt^ of* wra]) J)e / ne of* anger but* for 30ure owne profyt^

[2897] ^ ffor Salowzon saij) IT he is ^more wor]) j^at re-

proue]? or chide]) a fool for his folye schewing* him

semblant* of* wra^]?ef [2898] ])an he Jjat* snpporte]? him /

\^
.... no gaj?] in his mysdoynge & laughe]? at* his

folye [2899] ^ And ))is same Salomo^^ sai]} afterward

J^at* by ]}e sorwful visage of* man J)at* is to say by

sory and heuy contynaunce of* a man [2900] pe folic*

correcte]? and amende]? him self*

[2901] IF Than sayde Mellibe IF I schal non3t* konne an-

swere vnto so many resons as 90 piitte]? to me and

schewej? [2902] Sayejj schortly 30ur wille and 3oure coun-

seil and I am al redy to fulfille and parforme

[2903] 5F Thenne dame Prudence discouered al hire wille

vnto him and sayde [2904] H I counseile 30U quod he

abouen alle ])ing* Jjat* 30 maken pees betwixen god and

30U [2905] and be]) reconsiled vnto him and vnto his

gr«ce [2906] IF ffor as I haue sayde 30U here-byforn god

ha]j suffred 30U to haue ])is tribulacioii and disese for

30ure synnes [2907] and if* 3e doon as I say 30U god wol

sende 30ure adue?'saries vnto 30U [2908] and maken 3oure

aduersaries fallen at* 30ure feet* . redy to doon 3our wille and

30ure comaundemcTzt [2909] IF ffor Salo??ion sai]) whan ])econ-

dicioii of* man is plesaunt* and likinge vnto god // [2910] he

chaunge}> pe hertes of* mannes adue?'saries and con-

streigne]} hem to besechen him of* pees and of* grace

[291 1] IF And I p?'«y 30U let* me speke wij» 3our aduersaries

in priue place [2912] IF ffor pej scliuln nou3t* knowe ])at* it*

be 30ure wille or 30ure assent* [2913] and ]?enne whan

I knowe here wille and here assent* IF I may counsel 30U

])e more seurly

[2914] ^ Dame quod Mellibe do]) 30ure wille and
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30ure lik}Tige [2915] II ffor I putte me holly in ^onre

disposicioii and ordinance

[2916] 51 Tlienne dame Prudence whan sche saugh ]}e

goode wUle of hire housbonde sche delyuered and took^ a-vvs

in hire self^ [2917] jjenking^ how sche mighte bringe Jjis

neede. ^Tito a good conclusion and to a good ende

[2918] ^ And whan sche saugh hire tvme sche sente for ]?e

adue/'saries to come vnto hii'e in-to a priiie place

[2919] and schewed wysely vnto hem pe grete goodnesse

]pa.i^ come]) of^ pees [2920] and ]?e grete harmes and

periles pSiV ben in werre [2921] IF And sayde to hem in

a goodly manere hou ]?at^ hem ^ aiighte to haue gret^ re-

pentaunce [2922] of ]:e Iniury and wrongs jrat? ]?ey

hadden doon to Mellibe hire lord and vnto hire anil vnto

liire doughte/'

[2923] ^ And when Jjey herden |?e goode wordes of

dame Prudence. [2924] Ipej weren so supprised and

rauysscht^ and hadden so gret^ ioye of hire pat^ wonder

was to telle [2925] % A lady quod jjay ^e han schewed

vnto Ts ]?e blessyng^ of swetnesse after pe sawe of

dauid ];e prophete [2926] IF ffor Ipe reconsilyng^ which

we ne ben nou3t^ wor])y to haue in no manere [2927] ^ Buf

we oughten requiren hit^ wi]) gret^ contricioii <Sc ^humilite

[2928] 36 of 30ure grete goodnesse han presented -vnto vs

[2929] ^ !N'ow se we wel ]jat^ J)e science and ])e conn}Tige

of Salamon is ful trewe . [2930] ffor he sai|) ]:af

swete wordes multiplyen and encrescen freendes and

m.aken schrewes to be debonaire and meeke

[2931] ^ Certes iiuod j^ay we putten oure dede and

aH oure matiere and cause al holly in 3 oure goode wille

[2932] and ben redy to obeye to Ipe speche of Ipe comaunde-

nie?it^ of my lord Mellibe [2933] IT And Jje/'fore deere

and benigne lady we pr^yen 30U and besechen 30U as

mekely as we conne and mowen [2934] j^at^ it^ like vnto

30ure grete goodnesse to fulfille in dede ^oure goode

wordes [2935] IF ffor we considren and knowlecliL-n
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"paV we lian offended and y-grcncd my lord Mellibe out* of^

rcson and mesnre [2936] so ferforjj jjat^ we be nou3t' of* power

to maken him amendes [2937] ^ And )5e?'fore we oblige

vs and oure frendes for to don olle his wille and his

comaundeme??t [2938] IF But* perauenture he ha]) such

heuynesse and such wrapj^e to vs ward by cause of^ oure

offense [2939] 51 That* woln enioygne, vs such j^eyne

Jiat* we may not* bere ne sustene [2940] ^ And J)e?-fore

noble lady we beseche to 30ure wo??nnanly pite [2941]

to taken such aviseme?it/ in ])is neede fiat* we ne oure

freendes ne ben nou^t* disherited J)urgh oure

folye

[2942] ^ Certes quod Prudence ^ It* is an hard J»ing* and

right pmlous [2943] ]?at* a man putte him al outrely

in ])e arbitracioil and Iuggeme?zt* and in j)e might &
power of* his enmys [2944] ^ ffor Salanio?? saij? ^ leeuejj

me and 3euej7 credence to Jiat ]jat* I schal sayn

*f[ I say yeuere peple and gouernours of* holy chirche

[2945] to ])in sone to pin wyf-* [a ton frere] and to

J^in freende [2946] [ne donne puissance sur toy

en toufe ta vie [2947] Se il a doneques deffendn

que Ten ne donne . . . a frere ne a ami

(Le Menagier, i. 230)] Jse might* of* his body

[2948] 51 By a strenger reson he defende]? and forbedej) a

man to 3iue himself* vnto his enemy [2949] IT And na]?e-

les I counseile 30U |jat* 3e mystruste nou3t* my lord

[2950] ^ ffor I wot* wel and knowe wel pat* he is

debonaire and meke large & courteys [2951] and no

ping* desirous of* good ne coueytous to hauerichesse [2952]

IT ffor per is no ping* in pis world pat* he desirep

saue worschipe and honour [2953] ^ fforpe?TQore

I knowe wel and I am right* seur pat* he schal noping*

do in pis neede wz't/iouten my counseil [2954] ^ And I

schal so worchen in pis cause by pe g?*ace of* oure lord

god pat* 3e schuln ben reconsiled vnto vs

[2955] 51 penne sayden pey wip 00 voys II ^Yorschipfld
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lady we putten vs and oiire goodes al fully in ^oiire wille

and disposicion [2956] and [been] redy to come wliat^ pay]

30U likej? vnto 30ure noblesse to lymyten vs or to assignen

vs [2957] for to maken oure obligacion and bond as strong<

as it^ like]? vnto 3oure goodnesse [2958] \)SlV we may

fulfille Jie wdlle of 30U and of my lord Mellibe

[2959] ^ "W^ian dame Prudence hadde herd pe an-

sweres of jjese men '. sche bad hem gon ayayn pryuyly

[2960] IT And sche ^ retourned a3ein to hire lord Mellybe and

tolde him how sche fond hisaduersariesful repentaunt^ [296 1]

and knowlechinge ful reuerently and lowely here synnes and

here trespaces and how Ipej weren redy to suffre alle peyne .

[2962] requyr}Tige and p?'eyng^ him of mercy and j^ite

[2963] ^ Thenne sayde IMellibe : he is wel worjjy to

haue pa?^don and for3euenesse [qui ne excuse ijoint

son pechie, [2964] mais le recongnoist et s'en repent et

demande indulgence; [2965] car Shieque dlt la est

remission (Le Menagier, i. 231)] wher as co7zfession is

[2966] IF ffor confession is neighebor to Innocence [2967]

IF And he saith in ano])er place IF he ])at^ ha]) schame for

his synne and knowlecheji it [ no gap]

*[F And ])erfore I assente and conferme to haue pees

[2968] ^ But^ it^ is good j?at^ we do it^ nou3t^ wij^outen ])e

assente and wille of oure freendes

[2969] 5F Then was Prudence right^ glad and loyeful

and sayde [2970] IF Certes sire (luod sche % ^e han goodly and

wel answered [2971] ^ ffor right^ as by counseil

assent and helpynge of 30ure frendes 3e han ben styred

to vengen 30U and make werre f [2972] Eight* so wi])-

onien here counseil schulle3e nought* acorde jjough 3e ne haue

pees wi]) 3oure aduersaries [2973] ^ ffor pe lawe saith

^ ))er is no ])ing* so good by way of kynde as J^ing*

to ben vnbounden by hym j?at* it was y-bounde

[2974] IF And J^enne dame Prudence wiJ?outen delay

or taryinge sent anon messagers for hire kyn and for

hire olde frendes whiche pat were trewe and wyse [2975]
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IF and tolde liem by ordre in ])g presence of* Mellybe al

j)G matiere as if is abouen expressed and declared [2976]

IF and preyden hem jjaf Jjey wolden yeuen hire a wyse coun-

seille IF whaf besf were to doon in Ip'is matiere [2977] ^ And
whan mellibeus counseil hadde taken here avys and good de-

liberac/on of ])eforsayde matiere [2 9 7 8] andhadden examyned

if by gref busynesse and gref diligence [2979] ]?ey 3euen

fill counseil for to haue pees and reste [2980] And ]?af

Mellibe schuldereceyue hif with good herteof his aduersaries

to for3iuenes and mercy

[2981] ^ And whan dame Prudence hadde herde pe

assenf of hire lord Mellibe and pe counseil of hire frendes

[2982] acorded wij) hire wille and entencion [2983]

sche w^as wonderly glad in herte and sayde [2984]

IF Ther is an olde proiierbe ciuod sche saijj Jjaf Jie

goodnesse jjaf ]3U maysf do ])is day do if [2985] and

abyd it/ noiighf ne delayif iioughf tiltoniorwe [2986] IFAnd
jjcrfore I counseile jjaf 30 seude 30ure messagers whiche

jjaf ben discrete and wise [2987] vnto 3oure aduersaries
/

tellynge hem in 30ure bihalue [2988] if pej wolen

trete of pees and acorde [2989] ])af Jjcy schapen hem
wijjouten delay or taryynge comynge to vs [2990]

IF which ]?ing^ performed was in dede [2991] and

whan ];cse trespasoures and repentynge folk^ of here

folyes ]?af is to say ])e aduersaries of Mellibe [2992]

hadden herde whaf fiese messangeres ^sayden vnto hem
j

[2993] IP^J weren ful glad and ioyfulle and answerden

ful mekely and benygnely [2994] 3eldynge graces and

)}ankes to here lord Mellibe and to alle his companye

[2995] IF and schopen he??i wi])oute'/^ delay to go wip pQ

messangeres and obeye to j^e comaundement of here lord

Mellibe

[2996] ^ And righf anon poj token here wey to

Mellibe [2997] ^ And toke Ipe sommo of here trewo

wordes and frendes to maken fei]) for hem and for to

ben here borwes [2998] IF And whanne pej comen to
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J)e presence of Mellibe 5F he sejde liem pese wordes

[2999] ^ It^ stallt^ ]3us quod Mellibe and so]j it^ is

bat* 30 [3000] caiiseles and wijjouten skile and resoii

[3001] lian don grete Iniuries and wronges to me and

to my wyf* Dame Prudence and to -mjn doiigliter also [3002]

^ ifor ^e han entred in-to myn lions by vyolence [3003] and

ban doon sucbe outrage Jjaf alle men knowen wel paV ^e han

disserued jje de]) [3004] IT And ^teriove wil I knowen

and wyten of^ 30U [3005] whejjer J)af ^e wollen putte pe

punysscheme?z-t^ and chastisyng^ and j^e vengau«ce of*

])is outrage in Tpe wille of* me and my wyf* dame Prudence

or ^e woln nou3t*

[3006] ^ Thenne pe wisest* of hem jjre answerde for

hem alle and sayde [3007] sir quod he we knowen

wel ))at* we ben vnworjiy to come to ^oure court*

of* so gret* a lord and of* so Avor]?y as ^e ben [300S] fFor

we han so gretly mystaken vs and han offended and agult*

in such a wise a3eins 30ur heighe lordschipe . [3009] pat*

trewly we han deserued Jie deth [3010] ^ But* 3it* for

\}G grete goodnesse and debonairte )?at alle pe world

witnesse]) of* 30ure persone [301 1] ^ we submitten vs to

])e excellence and benignite of* 30ure gracious lordschipe

[3012] and ben redy to obeye to alle 301U' comaundementz

[3013] besechjmge 30U jjat* of* 30ure mercyable pite. 36

woln considre oure grete repentaunce and loAve submission

[3014] and to g?Yamte vs for3euenesse of* oui-e outragous

trespas and offence [3015] ^ ffor wel we knowe Jjat* 3oure

liberalle grace & mercy strecche]? ferjjer in-to good

nesse ])an don oure outrageous gultes and trespaces in-to

wickednesse. [3016] al be hit*. )?at* cursedly and dani])-

nably we han gult* a3eins 30ure heyhe lordschipe

[3017] ^ Thenne Mellibe toob him vp fro Jje grounde

ful benygnely [3018] and rece^oied here obhgacioiis and here

bandesbyhere o]?es vppon here plegges andhereborwes [3019]

and assigned hem a certeyn day to retournen vnto his

courtes [3020] ^ ffor to accepte and receyue jje sentences and
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))e luggeraentes j^atrMellibewoldecomande to bendon onhem

by ]}e causes a-forn sayde / [3021] wliiche ]?inges ordeyned i

euery man retournede Ho his hous

[3022] If And when jjat^ dame Prudence saugh hire

tyme sche f[r]eyned and axede hire lord mellibe [3023] what^

vengailce he jjou^f to take of* his aduersaries

[3024] To which mellibe answerdo and sayde IF Certez

<\uod he I ]?enke and pz/rpose fully [3025] to dis-

lierite hem of-" al ]?af J?ay han ^ And for to putten

hem in exile for euere

[3026] ^ Certes qiiod Dame Prudence ]?is were a cruel

sentence and mochel a3eins resoii [3027] ^ ffor ^q ben riche

ynough and han no neede of* o])er mennes good [3028]

and ^e mighte light'ly geten 30U a coueytous

name [3029] which is a vicious j?ing* and ouglito

[be] eschewed of* euery man [3030] ^ lior after j^o sawo

of* ]je appostel Coueitise is roote of^ *alle harmes

[3031] IT And jjerfore it were bettre to lese so mochel

good of* 30ure owne ])an for to take of* here good in Jjis

manere [3032] % Ifor better it^ is to leese good wijj worschipe

Jtenne it is good to wynne worschipe wij? vilanye and schame

[3033] IF And euery man oughte to don his busynesse and

to geten him a good name [3034] % and 3et* schal he nou3t*

only kepen him in kepyng^ of* his good name [3035] ^ But*

he schal also enforcen him alwey to don som jjing* by

which he may renouelle his good name [3036] ^ ffor it* is

write ]5at* J?e olde goode loos or good name of* a man

is sone goon and passed when it is nou3t* nevv'ed and re-

nouelled [3037] IF And as touchinge ]}at^ 30 sayn pat* 36

woln exile 30ure aduersaries [3038] Jjat* ]}enke]? me
mochil a3eins reson and out* of* mesure [3039] ^ Con-

siderejj \iq power ])at* 36 han 3ouen 30U vpon hemself*

[3040] and it* is writen . Jjat* he is worjjy to lesen his

priuilege jjat* misYse]? it* 5F The might* and })e power |)at*

is 3ouen him . [3041] And I sette caas ]?at* 3e might* annoye

hem Jjat"* peyne by right* and by lawe [3042] which I
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trowe 36 may noii3t do [3043] I say ne lie mighte noii3y

putte it^ to execucioii perauenture [3044] and ))eime

were it* likly to retorne to ])e werre as it^ was byforn

[3045] ^ And jjerfore if' 36 woln fat' men do 30U obeis-

sailce f 30 moste deme more curteisly [3046] ))is is to

sayn 3e moste 3iiie more esy sentences and Ingementz

[3047] IT for it is writen ]>n.V lie Jiat' most' coiirteisly

eomaundeth i to liim men most' obeyen [3048] H And per-

fore I pray 3011 paf in j^is necessite and in j^is neede f

3e casten jierioie to ouercome 30111*6 berte [3049] f" ffor Senek*

sai]) IT be Jjaf ooiies ouercome}) bis lierte i ouercomcj)

twyes [3050] H And Tullius sai]) H Tber is no ])ing' so

comendable in a gret lord [3051] as wban be is debon-

aire andmeekeand appese])bimmeekely [3052]^ And I pray

30U ])af 3e woln forbere now to do vengance [3053] in

siicb a manere . ))af 3oure goode name may be kepte and

conserued [3054] and j^at' man may bane ^ cause and

matiere to preyse 30U of' pite and of' mercy [3055] and

})af 3e ban no cause to repente 30U of' J)ing^ ))af 36 doon)

[3056] IF ffor Senelc' sei]? '. be ouercome]) in euel

manere ]3af repente]) liim of' bis victory [3057] H Wber-

fore I pr«y 30U lef me7'cy be in 3oure

herte [3058] to Jjeffecte and pe entenf ])af god

almigbty baue mercy vpon 30U in bis laste Iuggeme7?t [3059]

[Car saint Jacques clit en son epistre : jngement^] H wi])-

outew mercy scbal be to bim })af baf no mercy of'

ano])er wigbf P Le M<;n, i. 235]

[3060] IT Wban mellibe bad berde ])e grete skiles

and resons of Dame Prudence and of bire wise informacioiis

and tecbingesf [3061] bis berte gan enclyne to ])e wille of*

his wyf* consyderyng' to ])e trewe entenf [3062] co?i-

formed bim anon If And assented fully to worcben after bire

counseil . [3063] and ])anke]) god of/ wbo?7Z procedetb alt

goodnesse })af bim sente a wyf of so gref

discrecioii [3064] H And wben j>e day came Jjaf bis aduer-

saries scbulde apperen in bis presence f [3065] be spake

CORPUS 538 (6-T. 251) [' leaf 234, back]



SIX-TEXT 252
GROUP B. § 10. MELIBEUS. CoipUS MS.-

to hem ful goodly and sayde to liem in J?is wise/ [3066] IF Al

be it^ so ))at< of* 3oure jDruyde and "by p^'esumpcioii and folye

U and of* 3oure necligence and vnku?inynge [3067] 36 han

mysborn 30U and trespassed to me /./ [3068] 3et^ for as

nieclie as I se and byliolde 30ure grete Immilite

[3069] and ]?at* 30 ben sory and repentannt* of* 30ure gultes f

[3070] it* constreignetii me to do 30U g?*ace and mercy

[307 1] IF Wherfore I receyue 30U vnto my grace/ [3072] and

for3iue 30U outrely alle ]pe offenses Iniuries and wronges

fat 36 han doon a3eins me and myne [3073] to jjis

effecte and to jjis ends / jjat* god of* his endeles mercy

[3074] wol at* ]je tyme of* oure deyinge for3iuen oure

gultes ])af we han trespasf vnto him in Jjis wrecchede

world // [3075] IF ffor douteles if* we ben soryand repentannf

of* jje synnes and gultes ]>e whiche we han trespassed in jje

sight* of* oure lord god i [3076] he is so fre and so mercy-

ful [3077] fat* he wol for3iuen vs oure gultes [3078]

and bryngen vs to filke blisse fat* neuer hajj ende

.

To which blisse he vs bringe That blood on crossc for vs

gan springe Qw^ cum pa^re /

IF Here endcf Chancers tale of* Mellibc //
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^ Vrologus Monaclii
Ion leafi'Si, back'}

'liaii ended was Ipo tale of Mellibe

And of' Prudence and hire benignite 3080

Oure lioost' sayde as I am feyj^ful man

And By Jje precious corpus Madryan

I hadde leuer Jjan a barel ale

Thai? goode leef' my wyf* had herd Ipis tale 3084

ffor sche nys no ping' of such pacience

As was J?is Mellibeus wyf Prudence

By goddes bones whan I bete my knaues [leaf 235]

Sche bringejj me ])e grete clobbed stanes 3088

And cryej) sle ])e dogges eue/ychon

And breke holpe bak* and bon

And if ])slV any neyghebour of myne

AVol nou3t' in chirche to my wif enclyne 3092

Or be so hardy to hire to trespace

Whan sche come
J)
home sche rumpeth me j^e face

and crye]? false coward wreke ])in wj^

By corpus bones I wol haue fy knyf 3096

And ])0U schalf haue my distaf and go spynne

ffro day to nighf right' J?us sche wol begynne

Alias sche saij? J^af euer I was y-schape

To wedde a melksop or a coward ape /
3100

Thaf wil ben ouerled wi]) euery wight

Thou darsf nou3f stonde by pj wyf arighf

This is my lyf buf if J^af I wolde fighf

And out £lV ]3e dore anon I mof me dighf 3104

Or elles I am losf but if jjaf I

Be like a wilde leon fool hardy

I wof wel sche wol do me slee som day

Som neihebore and jjanne I go my way 3108

ffor I am perilous wi]? knyf on honde /

Al be iV paf I dar hire nou3f wiJ)stonde /
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ffor sche is bigge in amies by my feij)

Tliat^ sclial he fynde ]?at hire mysdo]? or seij) 3112

But^ lat* vs passe away fro |?is matiere /

My lord sire monk* he sai]) be mery of^ cheere /

ffor ye schul telle a tale trewely

Lo Rouchestre stanf here faste by 31 IG

Ryd for]) myn) owne lord brek' nou3t^ our game

But* by my trouj^e I knowe nou3t* 3oure name /

Whejjer I schal calle 30U my lord daun lohil

Or Daun Thom«s or elles Daun Albon

Of* what* hous be ^e by your fader kyn

I vowe to god J?ou hast* a ful fayr skyn

It* is a gentil pasture fer ]jou gost*

Thou art* nou3t* like a penaiit* or a gost

Vppon my feijj J?ou art* som officer

Som wot])J Sexteyn or som Celerer

ffor by my fader soule as to my dome

Thou art* a maister whan pou art at* home 3128

"No pouer cloysterer ne no pouer novys

But* gouernour wyly and wys

And Jjer-with-al of* brawnes and of^ bones

A wel faryng* pe?^sone for pe nones 3132

I pray to god 3iue him confusion

That* ferst* J)e brought* in to religion

Thou woldest* haue ben a tredefoul aright*

Haddest"* jjou as gret* leue as pon hast* might* 3136

To perfourme al
Jjy

lust* in engendure /

Thou haddest* bygeten many a creature

Alias why werest* pou so wyd a Cope

God 3if* me sorwe and I were a Pope 3140

!N'ou3t* oonly Jjou but* eue^y mighty man

Though he were schore heyhe vpon his pan

Schulde haue a ^v^'^f* for al fiis world is lorn

Religion ha}> take vp al ]pe corn 3144

Of* tredyng* and we borelle men ben schrimpes

Of"* feeble trees J)er come]? wrecched ympes
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Tills make]) psbt* onre heires ben so sclendre

And feble jjat^ ])ay may nof wel engendre 3148

This make]) jiaV oure wyfes wol assay

Eeligioiis folk* for pej may bettre pay

Of* venus payement* pen mowen we

God woot^ no lusslieburghes paye ^e 3152

But* hep nouglif ^vmp my lord Jjough J)af I play

fful ofte in game a so]) I haue herd say

This worpj monk* took* al in pacience

And sayde I wil do al my diligence 3156

As fer as sowne]) in to honeste

To telle 30U a tale or tiio or pve

And if* 30U liste herkne hiderward [leaf 236]

I wol 30U seyn pe lyf* of* seint* Edward 3160

Or elles tregedys first* wol I telle

Of* whiche I haue an hundred in my selle

Tregedye is for to telle a certein storye

As olde bookes maken memorie 3164

Of* hem ])at* stood in gret* p?'osperite

And is y-falle out* of* heigh degre

In-to miserie and ende]) wrecchedly

And Jjey ben vercefyed comenly 3168

Of* sixe foote whiche ])at* men clepen examytron

In proce eek* ben endited many oon

And eek* in metre in many a sondry wyse

Lo ])is aughte 30U ynough suffyse 3172

Now herkne]) if* 30U liste for to heere

But* first* I 30U beseche in ])is mateere /

fough I by ordre telle nou3t* pese ])inges

Be it* of* Popes Empero?r?*s or Kynges 3176

And after here ages as men writen fynde

But* telle hem some bifore some behinde

As it* come]) now to my rememb?'ance

Haue]) me excused of* myn ignorance % Explic/t

'prologus mo?iachi
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H Here telle]? ])e monls^ // De casib?/s virorum illnstriu7?i

[No hreal's between the stanzas in the MS.^

Wol bewayle in maner of" Tregedye

The harme of* hem jjaf stande])i in heih degre
Ja fi?1^";Ae

And fellen so Jiat^ ]?er nas no remedye murui)i'\

To bringen hem oat* of* here aduersite 3184

ffor certein when pat* fortune lust^ to fle

Ther may no man of* hire ]je coiirs wij^holde
/

pLat nonis truste on blyn[d] p?'0sperite2] i^-^ later, in margin'^

BeJ) war by |)is ensamples 3ong* and olde 3188

[Ludfer.^

At* lucifer Jjongh he an anngel were 5F Pr/mo de lucifero

And nought a man at* him I wol begynne

ffor Jjeigh fortune may non aungel dere

ffroni heih degre ^et* felle he for his synne 3192

Doun in-to helle wher as he 3et* is Inne

lucifer brightest* of aungeles alle

[N'ow art* ])0u Sathanas Jjat mayst not* twynne []eaf23G, bacio

Out* of miserie which ]?ou art* y-falle 3196

De Ad«mo [in margin.^

[LO Adam in the felde of/ Damascene . iiiari. ms i758, leafiw]

With goddis/ owne finger/ wroght/ was/ he

.

And not bi ^etyng/ of/ mannes/ sperme vnclene

.

And welte aH Paradis/ sauyng/ oo tre

.

3200

Had neuyr/ worldly man so liye degree

.

As/ Adam had tilt he for his/ gouernaunce .

AYas/ dryuen out/ of/ his/ hye prosperite

.

To labour/ an to helle & to myschaunce .] [Hari. extract ends']
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[Sampson.]

1[ Lo Sampson Avliich was auniu^ciate

By ]?aiigel long* er his natiuite /

And was to god almiglity consecrate

And stood in nobles whiles he mighte se 3208

Was neuer such anojjer as was he

To s^jeke of* strengpe and jjerto hardynes

JjuV to his wyues tolde he his secre

Thurgh which he slough himself ]?urgh vrreccliednes 3212

H Sampson ]jis noble and mighty champion

AYijjouten wepen sauf* his handes tweye

he slough and al to-rente ]je leoun

Toward his weddyng^ walkyng^ by ]?e wej'e 3216

liis false wyf* coujje him so plese and preye /

Til sche his counseil knewe and sche vntrev/e

Ynto his foos his counseil gan bewreye

And him forsok^ and took* anojjer new© 3220

IT An hundred foxes tol^ Sampson for Ire

And alle here tayles he togyder bond

And sette ]?e foxes tayles alle on fuyre

ffor he in euery tail hajj putt* a brond 3224

And J)ey brent* alle ]je cornes in ]?at* lond

And eek* here Olyues and here vynes eeke

A jjousend men eelc* he slough wij? his hond

And hadde no wepne but* an asse cheeke 3228

5F Vy'han Jjey were slayn so ]?ursted him J^at* he

Was ^vel neigh lorn for which he gan to preye

That* god wolde of* his pejme haue som pite [leaf 237]

And sende him drinke or elles most* he deye /
3232

And of* ])is asse cheeke jjat* was so druye

Out* of* a wang* too]) sprang* anon a welle

Of* which he drank* ynough schortly to seye

Thus hilpe him god as Iudiciu7/2 can telle 3236
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H By verray force at^ Gasan on s/nighil
^'^ ^^^^ ^

Maugre pliilistiens of- jjat^ Cite ' ^"^EHSlTT
The gates of* ]je toun he ha]) vp plight* 7* •^"^ , '

And on his bakke y-karyed hem ha)) he '^f^OIl - S^-tO

heighe on an hille "whore as men niighte se

noble almighty Sampson leef and deere

That^ strong^ and noble ha]; be /

In alle ]7is world ne hadde ]5er ben
J^y peere 3244

^ This Sampson neuer cyder drank* ne wj^n

Xe on his heed came Easonr non ne scheere

By p?'ecepte of* ]je messanger deuyn

ffor alle his streng])e was in his here 3248

And fully twenty ^eer by 3ere

he hadde of Israel ])e gouernance

But* after soone schal he wepe many a teere

ffor wo?«men schuln bringe him to meschance 3252

IF Ynto his le??2man Dalida he tolde

That* in his heeres alle his streng]?e lay

And falsly to his fomen sche him solde

And slepyng* vpon hire barme vpan a day 3256

Sche made to clippe or schere his here away

And made his foomen alle his crafte aspyen

And whan |)at* })ay him fond in such aray

They bonde him faste and putte out* his eyen 32GO

IF But* er his heer was y-clipped or y-schaue

Ther was no bond ]?at* might* him bynde

But" now is he in prisoun putte in a Caue

"Where as Jjey made hi??i at* ])e querne grynde 3264

noble Sampson strengest* of* mankynde

whilom lugge in glorie and in richesse

Xow maystow wepe with })in eyen blynde [leaf 237, back]

Sejjenes ]?ou art' fro wele falle in to wrecchidnesse 3268
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IT The ende of* J)is Caytiffe was as I schal seye

his foomen made a feste vp-on a day

And made him as here fool biforn hem ple^^e

And ))is was [in] a temple of gret^ aray 3272

But^ at* ]}e laste he made a foul affray

ffor he tuo postes schook* and made hem falle
/

And doun fel temple and al J^er it* lay

And slough himself* and eek* his foomen alle 3276

IF This is to say |?e princes euerichon

And eek* a Jjousand bodyes were ))ey slayn

Wijj fallyng* of* ])e grete temple of* stoon

Of* Sampson) ne wol I no more sayn 3280

Be]? war of* pis ensample olde and playn

That* noman telle here counseil to here w^^ues

Of* such ])ing* as Jjay wolde haue secre fayn

If* jjat* it touche here lymes or here lyues 3284

[Hercules.]

IT Of* Ercule Jje soueraign) conquerour IT De Ercule

Syngen his werkes lewede and heih renoim

ffor in his tyme of* strengpe he bar ]?e flour

he slough and rafte Ipe skyn fro ]je leo?m 3288

he of* sent* arwes leyde pe boost* a doun

he arpyes slough J)e cruel briddes felle

he golden apples rafte |)e dragoun

he drough out* Serberois jje hound of^ helle 3292

IT He slough J?e cruel tyraunt Buserus

And made his hors to frete him fleissh and boon

He slough pe verray serpent* venymous

Of* Achilles tuo homes brark* he oon 329G

And he slough Cacus in a Cave of* ston

He slough pe geaunt* Aniens })e stronge /

He slough jje grisly boor and jjat* anoon

And bar jje heed vpon his necke longe 3300
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IF Was neuer wiglit* sijjen Jje world bygan

Jjat* slougli so many nionstres as dede lie

Tliurgli out^ pis wilde world his name ran [leaf 238]

What' for his strengjje and for his bounte 3304

And euery Reeme went he for to see

He was so strong' paf no man mighf him lette

And hojie ]je worldes ende saith trophe /

In stede of bowndes he a piler sette 3308

IF A le??zman hadde ])is noble Campion

Thaf highte Deianyre freissh as may

And as ]}e clerkes maden mencioil

Sche ha]) him sent a scherte freisch and gay 3312

Alias Jjis scherte and weylaway

Enuenymed was subtily wip alle

Thaf or Jjaf he had wered it half"* a day

IV made his boones fro his fleissch to falle / 3316

IF But* najjeles some clerkes hire exusen

By oon Jjaf highte JSTessus ]?af iV maked

Be as be may I wol hire nought accnsen

Buf on his bakke pe scherte he weres al naked 3320

Tille jjaf his fleissh was fro pe venym blaked

And whan he saugh non ojjer remedy

e

In bote coles he hajj himself* y-raked

ffor wij) no venym deyned he to dye 3324

IF Thus starf Jjis worjjy mighty hercules

Lo who may truste on fortune ony jjrowe

ffor him jjaf folwe]? alle ))is world of prees

Er he be war is ofte y-leyd ful lowe 3328

fful wys is he Jjaf himself can knowe

Be]j war for when paf fortune lusf to glose /

Than wayte]) sche hire man doun to frowe

By such a way as he wolde lesf suppose // 3332
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\_Nehucliadnezzar.'\

% The mighty trone ]?e precious tresor IT De Rege Xabii-

The glorious septir and realle mageste godoiiosore

That^ hadde j^e king^ JSTabugodonosor

Tfi]3 tuiige vnnejje may discryued be 333

G

he twyes nam Th.euisa\ev[i ]iq cite /

The vessel of^ ]?e temple he wi]) him ladde

IT At^ Babiloyne was his souerain see /
[leaf 238, back]

In which his glorie and his delit^ he hadde
/

3340

The fayrest^ children of* |)e blood royalle

Of iQiusoXevQ. he dede do gylde anon

And maked eche of* hem to ben his ])ralle

Among* alle ojjer Daniel was oon 3344

That* was j^e wisest* childe of* eueyychon

ffor he ])e dremes of* ]?e king* expowned

"Wlier as in Caldey clerk* was Jjer non

That* wiste to what* fyn his dremes sowned 3348

^ This proude king* leet* make a statue of* golde

Sixty cubites longe and seuen in brede

To which Image bo])e 3onge and olde

Comaunded he to lowte and haue in drede / 3352

Or in a fourneys ful of^ fla7?zmes rede

He schal be brent* J?at* wolde nought* obeye

But neuere wolde assente to Jjat* dede

Danyel ne his 3onge felawes twej^e 3356

IF This king* of kynges proude and elat*

he wende god J?at* sitte in mageste

Ne might* him nought* byreue of-* his estate

But* sodeinly he lost* his dignite 3 3 GO

And like a beeste him seemed for to be

And ete hey as an oxe and lay J)er oute

In reyn wi]) wilde bestes walked he

Til a certein tyme was come aboute 33G4
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^ And ylike an Egles feperes were liis iieres

And nayles like briddes clawes were /

God releeued him at^ certeyn 3eeres

And 3af' him witte and jjanne wip many a tere 3368

he j^ankede god and euer his lyf* in feere

Was he to don amys or more trespas

And or J^af y-leyd was on his beere

he knew wel paf god was ful of* might* and grace 3372

[Belshazzar.]

IF his sone which pat* highte Baltyzar ^ De Baltazar dlcti

bat* heeld be regno after his fader day ^^9^^ Nabugodo-
,--,-. - nosor filio
he by his fader coiij^e non3t* be war [icaf2a9j

ffor prowd he was of* herte and of array 3376

And eelz* an ydolatre was he ay

his heilie astate asseured him in pryde

But^ fortune caste him doun and per he lay

And sodeinly his regno gan deuyde
/ 3380

H A feste he made vnto his lordes alle

vpon a tyme he made hem blipe be /

And penne his officeres gan he calle

Goode bringeth forth pe vesselles quod he 3384

"Which pat* my fader in his prosperite

Out* of* pe temple of* levusalem. byrafte

And to oure heihe goddes panke we

Of* honour pat oure eldres wip vs lafte 3388

IT His wyf* his lordes and his concubynes

Ay drunken whiles here appetyte laste /

Out* of* pis noble vesseles sondry wynes /

And on a wal pis king* his eyhen caste 3392

And saugh an hande armies pat/ wrof ful faste

ffor feer of* which he quoolc* and siked sore

This hande pat Baltazar made so sore agast"*

Wrot* mane tecliel phares and no more 3396
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H 111 al paV loud magicien was per noii

Tliat^ cou]?e expoune wliaf jjis lettre ment^

But' Daniel expouned it' anon

And sayde king' god to pi fader senf 3400

Glory and honour Eegne tresor and rent

And he was prowde and no Jjing' god ne dradde
/

And jjerfore god gref ^vreche vpon him sent

And him byrafte jje regne jjaf he hadde 310-4

IF He was ouf casf of mannes companye

Wij) asses was his habitacioii

And eete hey as a beeste in wete and drye

Til Jjaf he knew by grace and by resoun 3408

Thaf god of' heuen hajj domynacion

Ouer euerj regne and euery creature

And ];enne hadde god of' him compassion [leaf 239, back]

And him restored his regne and his figure 3412

IT Eke ]jou ]jaf arf his sone arf proud also

And knowesf aUe jjis jjinges pryuyly

and arf rebeU to god and arf his foo

Thou drank* eeke of his vessels boldely 3416
Tliy wyf* eet and py weiiche synfuUy

Drank* of pe same vessels sondry w^mes

And heryed false goddes cursedly

Ther fore to pe schapen gref pyne is / 3420

f This hand was sent fro god ])at on pe wal

Wrof mane techel phares truste me

Thin regne is doon Jjou weyesf nof af al

Deuyded is pj regne and if schal be 3124

To Medes and to Perses ^euen quod he

And Jjilke same nighf pe king* was slawe

And Daryus occupieth his degre

They he perto nad iiejpe/^ righf ne lawe 3428
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IT Lordynges lier-by ensample may 36 take

How ]?at^ in lordschipe is no sikernesse

tfor whan fortune wole a man forsake

He bere]? a-wey his regne and his richesse
/

3432

And eek* his freendes bojje more and lesse

And what^ man hajj freendes J^urgh fortune

Mishap wole make hem enemys I gesse

This prcuerbe is ful soj? and ful co?)iniune 3i3G

[Zenobia.'l

% Cenobya of^ Palymere Jje queene H De Cenobia Paly-

As writen Pe^^siens of* hire noblesse mer^e regnia

So worjjy was in amies and so keene

That* no wight^ passed hire in hardynesse / 3440

!N"e in lynage ne in ojjer gentillesse /

Of kinges blood of* Perce sche descended

I saye Jjaf sche nad nou^t' most^ fairnesse

But* of* hire schap sche might* nought* ben amended 3444

IF ffro hire childliode I fynde ])at* sche fledde

Office of* wo7?zmen and to woode sche wente

And many a wilde liertes blood sche schedde [ieaf2io]

With arwes brode pat* sche to hem sente / 3448

Sche was so swyfte ])at* sche anon hem hente

And whan ])at* sche was elder sche wold kille

Leouns luperdes and beres alto-rent*

And in hire amies welde hem at* hire wille 3452

IF Sche dorste wilde bestes demies seeke

And renneii in pQ mounteinz al |3e night*

And slepe vnder a bussche and sche coujje ecke

Wrastlen by Yarvaj force and verray might"* 345G

Wijj any ^ong* man were he neuer so wight*

Ther mighte no ])ing* in hir armes stonde

Sche kepte hir maydenhed fro euery wight*

To no man deyned hire to be bonde / 34GO
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IT But^ atte laste liir freendes lian liire maryed

To Odenake a Prince of* Jjafc* Cit^e

Al were it* so |jat sche hem longe taryed

And ^e schuln vnderstonde Iioav ])af lie 34G4

Hadde siiche fantasies as hadde sclie

But najjeles whan j^ey were knette in feere

They lyueden in ioye and in felicite

ffor sche of hem hadde olpei leef* and decre / 3168

[Sane 00 thyng/ that/ sche wolde neuyr/ assente .]
^^'^\Jf^^^

By no wey ])3lV he schulde by hire lye

But* ones for it/ was hire pleyne entent

To haue a childe pe world to multiplye 3472

And al so sone as sche might aspye

That* sche nas nou3t* Avij) childe wij) ]?at* dede

Thanne wolde sche suffre him don his fantasye

Eftsone and nou3t* but ones out* of-* drede / 3476

IT And if-* sche were wij? childe at* Jjilke caste

No more schnlde he pleye jjilke game

Til fully fourty dayes were paste

Thenne wolde sche ones do suffre him jjc same 3180

Al were ])is Odenalv* wilde or tame

he gat* nomore of* hire for ]7us sche sayde

If was to wyfes lecchery and scharae /

In o])er caas if* J)at* men with hem j^layde [leaf 240, back]

51 Tuo sones by J^is Odonak^ had sche

The whiche sche kepte in vertu and lettrure

But* now vnto oure tale turne we /

I saye Jjat* worschipful creature 3188

And wys ]?erwith and large wijj mesure

So penyble in IpQ werre and curteys eeke

No more laboure mighte in werre endure

Was non ))ey alle ))is world men schulde seke 3192
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IT Hire riche aray miglite nouglit^ be told

As wel in vessel as in hir cloj^inge

Sche was al cladde in pc?Tye and in goolde

And eek* sche lefte nought* for non huntynge 3496

To haue of sondry tonges folk* knowynge

Whan ]?at* sche leyser hadde and for to entende

To lerne bookes was al hire likynge

How sche in vertu might* hir lyf* dispende 3500

[And schortly of/ this/ storie for to entrete .1 P^ari. MS 1758.
•-

.

leaf 187, back]

5[ So donghty was hire housebande as sche

That* ]jey conquered many regnes grete

In \>G orient* wd]? many a fair Cite 3504

Apportienaiit vnto ]?e mageste

Of* Eome and with strong* hand heeld hem faste

l^e neuer might* here fomen don hem iBle

Ay whiles ]?at* Oedenak* dayes laste 3508

H Here batayles who so luste hem for to ride *

Agayn Sapor jje king* and o]?er mo *

And how Jjaf al ]jis proces felle in • dede *

Why sche conquered and what title had J)erto 3512

And after of* hire meschief* and hire woo

how Jjat sche was beseged and y-take

let* him vnto my mayster Petrarke go

That* writ of* ])is ynough I vndertake 3516

^ Whan Odenake was deed sche mightily

The regnes huld and wi]) hir p?'opre hand

Agayn hire foos sche faught* trewely

That* jjer nas king* ne Prince in al pat land 3520

That he nas gladde if* ]?at* he grace fand [ieaf24i]

That sche ne wolde vpon his land werrey

With hire Jjey made alleyance by band

To ben in pees and lete hir ryde and pley 3524
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^ The Empero?^?' of Eome Claudius

'Ne liim byforn jje Romain Galien

Ne dorste neuer be so coragius

'Ne lion Eriiiyne ne non Egijicien 3528

Ne Surrien ne non arabien

Wijjinne ])e feeld jjat* dorste with hire fight

Lest^ jjat^ sche wolde hem wijj hir handes sleen

Or with hire meyne putten hem to flight 3532

[liST kyiiges/ abite wente hir/ sones/ two .] f^^isT^V^i^'

As Eyres of^ here regnes alle

And hermanno and Thymalao

Here names were as Perciens hem calle 3536

But* ay fortune ha]? ay in hir hony galle

This mighty queene may no while en-dure

ffortune out* of* hire regne made hire falle

To wrecchednes and to mysauenture 3540

U Aurelion whan J?at* ]?e gouernance

Of* Rome cam in-to his handes tweye

lie schoop vpon J)is queen to do vengafice

And wij) his legiouns he took* his weye 3544

Toward Cenobye and schortly for to seye

He made hir flee and at* Ipe last* hir bent

And fetered hire and eelv* hir children tweye

And wan \)g lond and home to Rome ])ey went 3548

IT Among* fiese oj^er Jjinges pat* he wan

hire char jjat* was wi]j gold wrought and perre

This grete Romayn j^is aurelian

Ha]3 wi|) liim ladde for Jiat* men schulde se 3552

Byforn his tryumphe walkejj sche

Wi]) gilte cheynes on hire necke hangyng*

Corouned sche was as after hire degre

And ful of* perre charged hiie clojjing* 3556
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IF Alias fortune sche paV whilom was

Dredful to kynges and to emperoures •

[leaf 211, back]

Now gaure]) al })e poeple on hire alias •

And sche paf helmed was in starke stoures • 3560

And wan by force townes strong* and toares •

Schal on hire heede were a vytremyte

And sche Jjat* bar ])& septre ful of floures

Schal here a distaff* hir costes for to quyte 3564

[Peter the Cruel, of ^a?vz.]

^ IT noble worj^y petre glorie of* Spayne ^ De Petro

Whom fortune helde so heyh in ma^este fepayne

Wei oughte men ))in pitous dep complayne i^ wrongly mZrkt bin

Thy bastard brober made be to tie corrector, to foumo"!'
(De nero &c).

And after at a sege by subtilte

Jjow were betrayed and lad to his tent* 3570

Wher as he wi]j his owen hand slough jje

Succedyng* in ]jy regne and in J^in rent' 3572

% The feeld of* snow wij? jje egle blalt* jjer-Inne ^ Bertheu?^

Caught* wij? ]7e lymrodde coloures as ))e gledes Clayky??.

he brew ])is cursednes and al fie synne Miwri
The wicked neste was werker of* bis needes {Jiertranadu Gue^cun,

•T <£• his cousin Sir Oliver

IS'ought Charles 01yuer))at* ay tootgod heede '^' ^^'''"''' ^- ^^^^-^

Of* troujje and honour but of* armorekke 3578

Genyloun Olyuer corupte for meede

Broughtcst* Jjis worjji king^ in such a brekke 3580

\_Peter of Cyprus.']

IF AYorJjy Petre king* of* Cypre also IT De petro regis

J)at* alisaundre Avan by heigh maystrie ^ ^JV^^

fful many an hepen wroughtest* jjou ful wo

Of* which ])in OAven liege had enuye 3584

And for no ])ing* but* for ])in Chiualrie

They in J?in bedde han slayn fie by fe morwe

Thus gan fortune gouerne and gye

And out* of* ioye bringe men in-to sorAve 3588
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[Bernaho Visconti, of Milan.']

%. Of* Melane greti barnabo viscounte % De Barnabo

God of clelite and scourge of* liimbardye vicecom?re

, - - ^ . ^ , 1% Mediolano /Why scnulde nou3F 1 ]}in lortime acoimte /

Se))]jen in estaat^ jjou clonibe were so hilie 3592

Thin brojjer sone Jiat^ was jjin double allye

ffor he ]>m. neuew was and sone in laAve [leaf 242]

"Wijjinne his prison made J)e to deye

But Avhy ne how wot^ I j^af Jjou were slawe // 3596

\Ugolino, Count of Pisa.]

IF Of* ])e erl hugelyne of Pyse ]7e langour ^ De hugyl}Tio

Ther may no tunge telle for pite
^^^i*^ ^i^^^^*

But^ lytel out^ of pyse stant^ a toure

In which toure in prison putte was lie 3600

And wi]j him ben his litel children ]jre

The eldest^ skarsly .v. 3er was of age

alias fortune it* was gret* cruelte

Suclie briddes for to putte in such a kage 3604

^ Dampned he was to deyen in pat 2:)rison

ffor Roger which J)at* bisschop was of pyse

Hadde on him maade a fals suggestion

Thurgh which ])e poeple gan on him aryse 3608

And putten him to pryson in swich wyse

As 36 haue herde and mete and drynli^ he hadde

[ no gap in the MS.]

And J)er-wi]3-al it* was ful pore and badde 3612

IT And on a day bifelle j^at* in J}at oure

"Whan ])at* his mete was wont* to be brought*

The Gailler schutte J3e dores of ]}e toure

He herde it wel but* he saugh it nought"* 3616

And in his herte anon jjer felle a Jjought

])at* jjey for hunger wolde don him deyen

Alias (^uud he alias Jiat* I was wrought*

J)er-wi]) pe tecres felle fro his eyen 3620
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^ his ^onge sone paV jjre 3eer was of* age

vnto him sayde fader why do 36 wepe

When wil ])e Gaylere bringen cure potage

Is Jjer no morsel bred ]?at^ ^e do kepe 3624

I am so hungry Jjat* I may nought^ slepe

]N"ow wolde god J)at I mights slepen euer

Thanne schiilde non hunger in my wombe crepe

j^er nys no Jiing^ sauf^ bred ))at me were leuer 3628

IT Thus day by day Jbis childe gan to crye

Til in his fadres barme a donn it lay

And sayde fare wel fader I mof deje peaf 242, back]

And kissed his fader and deyde pe same day 3632

And whan jje woful fader 4ed him say

ffor wo his amies tuo lie gan to byte /

And sayde alias fortune and welaway

Thyn fals wheel my wo I may al wyte 3636

IT His children wende jjaf if for hunger was

jjaf he his armes gnowe and nought for wo

And sayde fader do nou3f so alias

But^ rajjer ete pe fleissch vpon ous tuo 3640

Oure fleissch ]?ou 3af* vs take oure flessch vs fro

And ete ynough right^ jjus to him jjay sayde /

And after Jiat^ wi])inne a day or tuo

They leyde liem doun right^ in his lappe and deyde / 3644

Himself^ dispeyred eet for hunger starf*

Thus ended is pQ mighty erl of* Pyse

ffro heih estate fortune fro him karf*

Of* ])is tregetrye it^ ought^ ynough suffise/ 3648

Who so wol heere it^ in a lenger wise

Rede}) pG grete poete of ytayle /

That' highte daunte for he can it* deuyse

ffro poynt* to po^ait^ nou3t< o word wol he fayle 3652

CORPUS 557 (6-T. 270)



SIX-TEXT 271
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Corpus MS.

[Nero.]

^ IF Al jjougli J}af Nero was as vicious De nero
. p i,j_,T,Pii 1

[^wrongly markt .a. by a
As eny leencl baV lib lul lOWe adOZai later corrector, to go before

Peter ofSpain.']

3et^ lie as telle]) vs Swetlieneiis

This wilde world ha]? in Subieccio?m 3056

Bope Est* and west* and Septe7?zptrioz/n

Of* Rubies SajDhires and of* perlis white

"Were alle his clojjes brouded vp and doun

ffor he in ge??imes grete gan delyte 3660

*[[ More delicate more pompous of* array

More proud was neuer empe?'our J)an he

}Oat* ilke cloji J)at* he had wered a day

After ]?at* tyme he nolde it neuer se 3664

Nettes of* golde J)red hadde he gref j)lente

To fissche in Tybre when him leste to pleye

his lustes were as lawe in his degre lieaf243]

ffor fortune as his freende wolde him obeye 3668

H He Rome brente for his delicacye

The senatoures he slough vpon a day

To heere how J)at* men wolde weepe and crye

And slough his brojjer and by his suster lay 3672

His mooder made he in pitous aray

ffor he hire wombe slitte to byholde

Where he consceyued was so weylaway

))at* he so litel of his moder tolde 3676

% ]!^o teere out* of* his eyhen for jjat* sight*

!Ne came but* sayde a fair wo?^iman was sche

Gret* wonder is ])at* he coujie or might*

Be domesman) of* hire ded beute 3680

The wyn to brynge ]>o comanded he

And drank* anon . non ojjer wo he made /

Whan might* is ioygned vnto cruelte

Alias to deepe wole pe venym wade 3684
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IT In ^oujje a mayster hadde ]jis emperour

To teche him lettriire and curtesye

fFor of* moralite he was Jie flour

As in his tyme but^ if^ bookes lye 3688

And whiles his mayster hadde of^ him maystrye

He made him so konnyng^ and so souple /

That^ longe tyme it^ was or tyrannye

Or any vice dorste in liim vncouple 3692

^ This Seneka of* which I deuyse

By cause nero hadde of him such drede

ffor he for vices wolde him chastise

Discretly as by word and nought by drede 3696

Sire wolde he sayn an Emperour moot^ neede

Be vertuous and hate tyrauntrye

fFor which he him in bathe made to blede

In bojje his amies til he moste dye 3700

^ This nero hadde eek" of a costumwance

In ^oujje a3eins his mayster for to ryse

Which aftirward him pought a gret^ greuaunce [leaf 243, back]

Therfore he made him deye in jjis wise 3704

But* najjeles J^is Seneke J3e wise /

Chees in a bathe to deye in j^is manere /

Raper Jjan han anojje?- tormentrye

And jjus ha
J)

jSTero slayn his mayster deere 3708

^ Il^ow felle if so |)af fortune lusf no lenger

Jje heihe pryde of* nero to cherissche

ffor Jjough he were strong^ ^ef was sche strenger

Sche jjoughte ])us by god I am to nyse 3712

To setten a man jjaf is fulfilde of* vice

In heigh degre and empe?'our him calle

By god out* of* his sete I wol him tryce

When he lest* wene]? sonnest* schal he falle 3710
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fT The poeple ros vpon liim on a niglit^

ffor his defaute and whan he ifc^ aspyed

Out^ of* his dores anon lie ha]? him dight*

Allone and Jjer he Avende han ben allyed

he knokked faste and ay Jje more he cryed

Jje faster schutten Jjey "pe dores alle

Tho wiste he wel he hadde himself* begyled

And Avent* his way no lenger dorste he calle /

IF The poeple cryed and rombled vp and doim

Jjat* wi}) his eeres herde he hoAv jjey sayde

"Wher is ))is false tyraunt* ]jis Xeroun

ffor fere almost* out* of* his witte a brayde

And to his goddes pitously he sayde

ffor socour but* it* mighte nought* betyde

ffor drede of* ]?is him jjoughte j^at* he deyde

and ran in to a gardyn him to huyde

IT And in ])is gard\Ti fond he cherles tweye

And saten by a fuyre ful grete and rede

And to ]>e cherles twey he gan to preye

To slen him and to gurden of* his hede

That* to his body whan ]}at* he were dede

Were no despite y-done for his deffame /

Himself* he slough he coufie no better reed

Of* which fortune louo-h and hadde a same

[Hoiofernes.

1

^ Was neuer Capitayn vnder a king*

))at* regnes mo putte in subieccio?m

iN'e strenger was in feeld of"* alle J)ing*

As in his tyme ne gretter of* Eenoz^n

Xe more pompous in heigh p?-esumpeio?m

Then Olyferne which fortune ay keste /

So likerously and ladde him vp and do?^n

Til ])at* he hed was er Jjat* he wiste /
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^ Kougiif oonly ]?at^ ])is world had of^ liim awe /

ifor lesyng^ o^ Ricliesse and liberie

Biit^ he made euery man reneye his lawe /

iSTabugodonosor was lord sayde 3752

Non oJ)er god schulde honoured be

A^eins his heste no Avight* dar trespace /

Sane in Bethulya a strange Cite

Where Elyachim a presf was of' ])aV place 3756

H But^ take keepe of* Jje de]) of* Olypherne

Amydde his hoste he drunke lay a nyghf

Wi)5inne his tente large as is a berne /

And 3ef for alle his pompe and alle his might^ 3760

ludith a wo??nnan as he lay vpright*

Slepyng^ his heed of^ smot^ and fro his tent /

fful prynyly sche stal fro euery wight

[ no gaj) in the AIS.] 3764

[Antioclms.l

IF What^ neede)) it^ of king^ antiochus % De antiochio

To telle his heihe and real mageste
iHustr?.

his heighe pruyde his werkes venymous

ffor such anojjer nas neuer non as he 3768

Rede]? which jjaf he was in Machabe

And rede]) Jje proude wordes ])'dV he sayde

And why he felle fro his prospe^ite

And in an hulle how wrecchedly he deyde 3772

^ ffortune him hadde enhaunced so in pruyde

Jjat' verrayly he wende he mighte atteyne

vnto ])Q sterres vpon euery syde 3775

And in a balaunce to weye vche niountayne / [leaf 24 1, back]

And alle })e floodes of Ipe see restreyne

And goddes poeple hadde he mosf in hate

Hem wolde he sle in torment* and peyne /

Yv'enyng* })at' god ne might* his pruyde abate 3780
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IT And for ])af aSTichamour and Tliymotliee

"Wijj lewes were venquysclit^ mightily

Vnto ])e lewes swich an liate liadde he

That* he hadde greythed his chaar ful hastily 3784

And swor and sayde ful dispitously

vnto Ier?/sakni he wolde eft^ sone /

To wreke his Ire on hit^ ful cruelly

But^ of his purpos he was lette ful sone /
3788

H God for his manace him so sore smot/

Wi]) inuisible wounde ay vncurable/

That^ in his guttes karf so and bote

That^ his pejaies were importable 3792

And certeynly pe wreche was resonable

ffor many mannes guttes dede he payne

Buf fro his pourpos cursed and dampnable

ffor all6 his smerte he nolde him nought* restreyne 3796

IT But* bad anon apparaylen his Oste

And sodeinly er he was of* hit/ ware

God daunted alle his pruyde and alle his boste

ffoi he so sore felle out* of* his chare 3800

That* hurt* his lymes and his skyn totare

So pat* he ne mighte go ne ryde

But* in a Chayer men aboute him bare

Al forbrused boj^e bak* and syde 3804

^ The wreche of* god him smot* so cruelly

That* in his body wickede wormes crepte

And ))er-wi])-al he stank* so orribly

That* non of alle his meigne ]?at him kepte /
3808

Whe]}er so J?at* he wook* or elles slepte /

Ne mighte nought/ J?e stynlc* of* him endure

In J?is meschief* he weyled and eek* wepte /

And knewe god lord of* euery creature aeaf245] 3812
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^ To alle his host* and to himself* also

fful wlatsom was fe stynke of* J)is Careyne

No man ne mighte him here to ne fro

And in his stynke and in his horible peyne 3816

He starf ful wrecchedly in a mounteyne

Thus ha]) ])is robbour and ))is homicide

That many a man made to weepe and pleyne

Such guerdon as bilonge]) vnto pruyde /
3820

[AlexaMder the Great.]

IT The story of* alisaundre is so co??2mune ^ De alexandro

That* euery wight* J)at* ha]? discreciozm
magno philippi

ha]) herd somwhat* or al of* his fortune ^jj^^

This wilde world as in conclusiozm 3824

He wan by strengjie or for his heigh renozni

They weren glad for pees vnto him sende

The pruyde of* man and beste he leyde a doun

Wher so he cam vnto \)e worldes ende 3828

^ Comparison might neuer 3it/ be maked

Betwix him and anolper conqueroz^r

ffor alle J)is worlde for drede of* him ha]? quaked

he was of* knighthede and of-* fredam flour 3832

ffortune him made ]pe heier of-* hure honour

Saue wyn and wo??zmen no ])ing-* might* aswage /

His heihe entenf in armes and labour

So was he fulle of* louynge corage 3836

IT What* pite were it* to him pey I 30U tolde

Of* darius and an .C. ])ousand mo

Of* kinges princes dukes eerles bolde

Which he conquered and brou^t* hem in-to woo 3840

I say as fer as man may ryde or goo

j)G worlde was his what* schulde I more deuyse

ffor J)0ugh I VvTite or tolde 30U euermo

Of his knighthode he mighte nought* suffise 3844
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H Twelf^ 3eer he regnecl as saij? Macliabe

Philippes sone of* Macedo he was /

That^ first* was king* of* Grece Jie Centre /

O worjjy gentil alisandre alias [leaf 245, back] 3848

j)£tV eiier schulde falle such a caas

Enpoysoned of* ]}in folk* ]?ou were

J?yn . S fortune ha]) torned in-to an aas

And 3ef for j^e ne weep sche neuer a tere 3852

5F Who schal men 3eue teeres to conipleyne

The de]) of-* gentilesse and of* fraunchise

))at* alle J^e world weeldid in his demeygne /

And 3et* liini ])oughte it* might* not suffise / 3856

So ful was his corage of* heigh emprise

Alias who schal me helpe to endite

ffals fortune and poyson to despise

pe whiche tuo of* al Ipis wo I wite 38GO

\_Julius C(jesar.'\

H By wisedom manhede and by labour ^ De lulio Cesare.

ffro humbleheed and fro Royal mageste

vp ros he lulius ]?e Conquerowr

That alle ]?e Occident by land and fee 3864

By strengjje of hand or elles by tretee

And vnto Rome made hem tributarie

And se|)enes of* Rome jjemperoz/r was he

Til })at* fortune wax his adue?'8arie 3868

^ mighty Cesar jjat* in Tessalye

A3ens Pompeus fader ]?in in lawe

That* of* fie Orient* hadde al Jje chiualrye

as ferre as jiat* jje day begynne]) dawe 3872

]?ou ])orugh ))in knighthode ]}ou hast* hem take and slawe
/

Sane fewe folk* J?at* wijj Pompeus fledde /

Jjurgh which Jiou puttest* al jje Orient in awe

Thanke fortune J)at* so wel ])e spedde 3876
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^ But now a litel while I wol bewayle /

jjis Pompeus ]?is noble goiiernour

Of^ Ixome which paV fleigh at* ]?is hatayle

I say on of^ his men a fals trayto?/7' 3880

His heed of* smoot/ to wynne him fauo,!^?*

Of lulius and him ]?e heed broiighte

Alias Pompeye of* pe Orient* conqueroz/r

That fortune vnto such a finye broughte [leaf 246] 3884

^ To Pome a3ein repayrejj lulius

Wij} his triumphe laureate ful hey^e

But* on a tyme Brutus Cassius

That* euer had of* his heigh estaat* enuye 3888

fful priuily had maad conspiracie

A3eins jjis luhus in subtil wise

And caste pe place in which he schulde deye

Wijj boydekynnes as I schal 30U deuyse 3892

IT j^is lulius to Jje Capithole went

vppon a day as he was wont* to goon

And in pe Capitolye anon him henf

This false brutus on his foule foon 3896

And stiked him wiJ? boydekynnes anon

AVi]) many a wounde and pus jjey leet/ him lye

But* neuer gronte he at* no stroke but oon

Or elles at* tuo but* if* his story lye 3900

IF So manly was Jjis lulius of^ herte

And so wel loued estaatly honeste

That* jjough his dedly woundes so sore smerte

His mantel ouer his hepes caste he 3904

ffor noman schulde seen his pr/uyte

And as he lay as deyinge in a traunce

And wiste verrily fat* deed was he

Of* honeste 3et* hadde he remembrance 3908
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IT Lucane to Jjis story I recomende

And to Swetofi and to Valerius also

That^ of ]pis story write]? word and ende

how ])at^ jjese grete conqueroures tuo 3912

tfortune was ferst* freend and si]?en a foo

1^0 man ne truste vpon his fanour longe

Baf haue hire in awa^^te for eueremo

Witnesse on alle J>ise conqueroures stronge 3916

[Cresus.]

IF This riche Cresus Avhilom kiug^ of lyde Cresus.

Of* whiche Cresus Cyquus sore him dradde

3ef was he caught* amyddes alle his pryde 3919

And to be brent* men to j?e fuyre him ladde [leaf 2 le, back]

But* such a reyn doun fro j^e walken schadde

])at* slough pe fuyr and made him to askape

But* to be war 3et* no grrtce he hadde

Til fortune on Ipe galwes made him gape 392-4

IT Whan he askaped was he can not* stynte

ffor to begynne a newe reyne a3ein

he wende wel for jjat* fortune him sente

Such happe Jjat* he escaped j?urgh J?e rayn 3928

That* of* his foos he mighte not* be slayn

And swich a swefne vppan a night* he mette

Of which he was so proud and eek* so fayn

That* in vengaunce he alle his herte sette 3932

K Ypon a tree he was as J)at* him Jjoughte

There lubiter him wisshe boJ)8 halse and syde

And Phebus eek* a fair towayle him broughte

To druye him wi]) and Iperiove wax his pryde 3936

And to his doughter ]?at stood him besyde

Which Jiat* he knew in heigh sentence abounde

lie bad "hire telle him what* it* signefyed

And sche his dreemes bygan right* Jjus expounde 3940
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IF The tree quod sehe Jje galwes is to mene

And lubiter bitokne]? snow and rayn

And Phebus wi]? his towayle so clene

Tho be J?e sonne stremes for to sayn 3944
Thou schalt^ an honged be fader certayn

Eeyn schal ]je waissche and sonne schal J?e druye

J)us warned him ful platte and ful playn

His doughter ]jaf called was Phanye / 3948

IT An honged was Cresus Jje proude king^

His roial trone might* him nought auayle

Tegedie is non oper maner Iping'

ISTe can synnynge crye ne by-wayle 3952
But* ]?at* fortune alway wol assayle /

Wi]) vnwar stroob pe regnes that* ben proude

£for whan men truste)? hire jjan wol sche fayle

And couere hire brighte face wi]) a cloude [leaf 217] 3956

IT Explicit/
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IT Here begynnej? Jje prologe of* jje nonne prestes tale
[on leaf 2i7]

'0 quod pe knigfit^ goocle sire nomore of j)is

]paV ^e han sayde is right* ynough ywis

And meclie more for litel heuynesse

Is right* ynough to meche folk* as I gesse / ^"oaap in the 395Qo J a o / Corpus MS]

[I sey for me . it* is a grete disease [MS Reg. i7D.xv, //273,6A']

AVhere as men han bien . in grete welth and ease

To here of* theyr sodayn falle alas

And the contrary is Toy. and grete solas 3964

And whan a man hath bien in poue?- estate

And clymbith vp . and wexith fortunate

And ther abydith • in prosperite [leaf 274.2

Swiche thyng* is giadsom . as it* thynkyth me 3968

And of* swiche thynges . were goodely for to telle

Ya quod oure host* . be seynt* poulis belle

Ye say right soth . this monk* be clappid lowde

He spak* how fortune . was couered' with a clowde 3972

I not* neue?' what* . and als of* a tregedye

Eight* now ye herd . and parde no remedye

Is it* for to be-wailen . and compleyn

That* . that* is don . and als it* is a peyn 3976

As ye have sayd? . to here of* hevynes-se

Sir monke nomore of* this . so god^ yow blisse

Yowre tale anoyeth . al this company

Swiche thyng* is nat* worth a boterflye] [MS Reg. extract ends]

3oure tales don vs no desport* ne game

Wherfore sir monk* Doun Pieres by 3our name

I pray 30U hertely telle vs som what* elles

Ifor siker nere clynkyng* of* ^oure belles / 3984
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])aV on 3onre brydel hangcj) on Gwerj syde /

By heuene king^ jjat^ for vs alle dyde

I schal for ])is falle down for slepe /

Al ])Ougli ])e slougli liadde neiier ben so depe 3988

))an hadde ^oure tale be told in vayn

ffor certeinly as jjese clerkes sayn

Wlier as a man may han non audience

Nouglit^ lielpe]) it to tellen his sentence 3992

And wel I woot^ pe substance is in me /

If^ eny ]?ing^ schal wel reported be

Sire say somwhat^ of"* huntyng^ I 30U pray

Nay quod j^e monlv' I haue no lust^ to play 3996

Now lete anojje?' telle as I haue tolde

Jeanne spak* oure Osf wij) ruyde speche and bolde

And sayde vnto pe nonnes prest^ anon

Come ner sire prest^ com hider s^V lohn 4000

Telle vs such J>ing^ as may oure hertes glade

Be mery jjough pou ryde vpon a lade /

What^ ])Ough ])in hors be hagged foul or lene

If* he wol serue f)e rekke Jie nought* a bene 4004

Loke jjat* J)in herte be mery euermo

3is Ost* q^wd he so mote I ryde or go

But* I be mery I-wys I wil be blamed

And right* anon he ha]) his tale tamed 4008

And ]7us he seyde to vs euerychon

This swete prest* pis goode man sir lohn . IF Explic/t

"prologus
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Ca"i xxij™

^ Here begynnej? |?e nonnes prestes tale of* }je kokke &
his vij. heimes

Pouere wydewe sonidel stope in age [leaf 247, back]

Was whilom dwellyng** in a narwe cotage 4012

Besydes a groue standyng^ in a dale

This wydewe of* which I telle 3011 my tale

Sejjins J)ilke day Jjat^ sche Avas last/ a wyf*

In pacience ladde a ful simple lyf* 4016

ffor litel was hire catelle and hire rent

By honsbondrye of* such as god hire sent*

Sche fand hire self* and eek* hire doughtren tuo

Jjre large sowes hadde sche and nomo 4020

Thre kyn and eek* a scheep ])at* highte malle

fful sooty was liire hour and eek* hu-e halle

In which sche eet* ful many a sklender mel

Of* poynant* Sause hire needed neuer a del 4024

'No deynte morsell passed hire Ipvoto.

Hire dyete was acordaiit to hire cote

Eeplecion ne made hire neuere seeke

A-tempree diete was alle hire Phiseke 4028

And excersise and hertes suffisance

The gowte letted hire no ping* to daunce

Ne Poplexie ne schente not hire heed

ISTo wyn ne drank* sche iiej])er whit ne reed 4032

Hire bord was serued most* wi]? Avhit and l^lak

Milk* and brozai breed in which sche foiid no lak

Seynd bacon and somtyme an ey or tweye

ffor sche was as it* was a maner deye 4036

A gardyn sche hadde enclosed alia aboute

AVi]) stikkes and a druye diche wifioute

In which sche hadde a coklv* )?at* highte Chaunteclere

In alle Jje land of* crowyng* nas his peere 4040
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his voys was nierier jjan })e mery Orgon

On masse dayes ])at^ in fie chirclie gon

"Wei sikerer was jje crowyng* in his logge

Jian is a clokke or eny abbay orlogge 4044

By nature he knew eche assencioii

Of' equinoxial of* Jjilke tonn

ffor whan degrees .xv. were discendid [ieaf2i8]

fenne knew he jjat* it^ might nought ben amended 4048

His cambe was redder Jjen fe fyn coralle

And batailled as it' were a castel walk

Ylike asure were his legges and his toon

His byle was blak* and as ]?e lef iV schon 4052

His nayles whitter jjen pe lily flour

And ylike burnysschf gold was his colour

This gentil cokke hadde in his gouernance
/

.vij. liennes for to doon his plesaiice 4056

Whiche weren his sustres and his paramoures

And wonder ylike to him as of coloures

Of which ])Q fairesf hewed on ]?e jjrote

Was cleped faire damisel pertelote 4060

Curteys sche was discref and debonaire

And companable / and bar hire self* so faire

SiJ)ens ]?ilke day fiaf sche was seuenyght olde

Jiaf trewely sche ha]? |?e herte in holde 4064

Of* chaunteclere loken in eue?y li))

He loued hire so Jjaf wel was him fierwith

Euf such a ioye as if was to heere hem synge

Whan |3af Jie brighte sonne gan to springe 4068

In swete acorde my leef* is fare in londe /

ffor jjilke tyme as I haue vnderstonde

Beestes and briddes coujje speke and synge

And so bifelle ])af in a dawenynge / 4072

As Chaunteclere among' his wyfes alle

Satte on his perche jjaf was in j>e halle

And next* him saf ])is faire Pe/'telote

J)is Chaunteclere gan gronen in his |)rote 4076
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As a man ])aV is in liis dreme drecched sore

And when Jjat' Pertelote Jrns lierde liim rore

Sche was agast/ and sayde herte deere

Wliat^ eyle]? ^ou to grone in jjis manere 4080

36 ben a verray sleper fy for schame
/

And lie answerde and sayde ]3us ma dame /

I p?'ay 3011 ]?af 36 take it not^ to greef* [leaf 248, back]

By god me mette j^at^ I was in such mescheef^ 4084

Eight^ now |)at^ 3et mjn herte is sore afright

JSTow quod he my sweuene reed aright^

And keepe my body out^ of* foul pr^sown

Me mette jjat* I romed vp and do?ai 4088

Wipinne oure 3erde wlier as I saugh a beeste

Was lik* an hound and wolde han made areste /

vpon my body and wolde han had me deed

His colour was betwixe whit* and reed 4092

And tipped was his tail and bojje his eeres

Wijj blak* vnlik* fe remenaiit of* his heeres

his snowte smal with glowyng* eyen tweye

3et* of* his loolc* for feer almost* I deye 4096

This caused me my gronyng* douteles

Avoy quod sche // ffy on 30U herteles

Alias quod sche i ffor by ))at* god aboue

^Now haue 30 lost* niju herte and al my loue 4100

I can nought* loue a coward by my feij)

ffor certes what* so eny wo??iman sei]?

"We wolle alle desyren if* it mighte be

To haue housbondes hardy wise and fre 4104

And secre ne no nyggard ne no fool

!N"e him jjat* is agast* of* eue?y tool

'Ne non auauntour by Jiat* god al)oue

How dorste 36 say for schame vnto 30ure loue / 4108

That* eny ]?ing* might* make 30U aferd [^ not in Reg. is c 2, i'/22S]

Han 3e no mannes herte and han a herd

Alias and konne 36 be agast* of* sweuons

[Nothyng* god wote . but vanite in sweuene is *] ^i^'fl-^i^^'
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Sweuenes engendren of^ replexiones [^ not m Reg. is c 2]

[And oft* of* synne . and of* complexiouns ^] [MS Reg. 17 D xv]

When humours ben to habundaiint in a wight

Certes Jjis dreme which 30 han herd to nyght 4116

Cometh of* jje grete snpe?'fluite

Of* 3oure reede cobe sire parde

Which cause]) folic* to dremen here dreemes

Of* arwes and of* fuyre with reede leemes 4120

Of* reede bestes ]?at* woln hem byte [leaf 249]

Of* Contelle and of* whelpes grete an lyte

Right* as he humour malencolie

Cause]) many a man in slepe to crye 4124

ffor feere of* beres and of* boles blake

Or elles blake deueles woln hem take

Of* ojjer humours cou])e I telle also

jjat* worken many a man in sleep ful woo 4128

But I wol passe as lightly as I can

Lo Catoii which ])at* was so wys a man

Sayde he nou3t* ])us ne do no force of* dremes

^Now sire qiiod sche whan we flee fro ])e beemea 4132

ffor goddes loue as take]) som laxatif*

Vp pe?-il of* my soule and of* my lyf*

I counceile 30U ])e beste I wol not* lye

Jiat* bo])e of* colre and of* malencolye 4136

^e purge 30U and for 36 schuln nought tary

j)ough ])at* in ])is toun is non apotecary

I. schal my self^ to herbes techen 30U

That* schal ben 3oure hele and 30ure prow 4140

And in J)e gardyn ])o herbes schal I fynde

The whiclie han of* here proprete by kynde

To purgen 30U byne]7e and eek* aboue

ffor3ete]) nou3t* ])is for goddes owne loue 4144

36 ben ful Cobik* of Compleccioii

Were ])e sonne in his ascencioii

!N"e fynde 30U replete and 3oure humors hote

and if* it* do I dar wel leye a groote 4148
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That' 36 scliuln haue a feuer terciane

Or an agu j^at^ may ben 30ure bane

A day or tiio 30 schiiln haue digestyiies

Of< wormes er 36 take 3oure laxatyues 4152

Of laureole Centure and of* fumytere

Or ellis of* Ellebore jjaf growe]) ))ere

Of" Catapuce or of^ gaytres buryes

Of* herbe yue growyng* in oure 3erde jjer mery is 4156

Peb hem vp right* as pej growe and et* hem In [leaf 249, back]

Be mery housbande for 3oure fadres kyn

Dredejj no dreem I can say 30U no more

Ma dame quod he gramercy of 3oure lore 4160

But* najjeles as toucliing* dann Catozm

That* hajj of* wisdom such a gret* renown

By god men may in olde bookes reede

Oon of* pe grettest* auctour out* of* drede 4164

Of* many a man more of* auctorite

]?enne euer Catoii was so mote I Jje

That* alle J?e reuers sein of* his sentence

And han wel founden by expedience 4168

])at* dreemes ben significacions

As wel of* ioye as of* tribulacaons

}jat* folk* enduren in Jjis lyf* present

Ther needejj nou3t* to make of* J)is non argument* 4172

The verray preef* schewejj it in dede

On of* Jje grettest* auctour jjat* men rede

Sai|j ])us ])at* whilom tuo felawes went

On pylgrimage in a ful good entent* 4176
And happed so j?ey camen in-to a toun

A\Tier as jjer was such congregacion

Of* poeple and eek* of* streight* herburgage

That* J)ey ne fand as moche as a cotage / 4180
In which )?ey bojje might* y-logged be

Wherfore jjey mosten of necessite

As for J?at* night* departe of companye

And vche of hem go]? vnto his ostelrye 4184
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And toot his loggynge as if wolde falle

Thaf oon of* hem was logged in a stalle

fferre in a ^erde wijj oxen of* jje plough

J)af ojjer man was logged wel ynough 4188

As was his aduentiire or his fortune

]}af vs gouerne]) alle as in comune

And so bifelle if lange er it was day

]jis man mette in his bedde ]?er as he lay 4192

how ])af his felaw gan on him to calle [leaf 250]

And sayde alias for in an oxe stalle

This nighf schal I. he mourdred per I lye

'Now help me deere brojjer er I dye 4196

In alle haste come to me he seyde

This man ouf of* his sleep for feere abrayde

Buf whan jjaf he w^as wakened ouf of* his slepe

he turned him and tot of* Jjis no kepe /
4200

Him ]?oughf his dreem was nought/ buf vanyte

])us twyes in his sleping^ dremed he

And af pe ))ridde tyme 3ef his felawe

Came as him Jioughf I am now y-slawe 4204

Byholde my bloody woundes deepe and wyde /

Arys vp erely in ])e morne tyde /

And af ]}e wesf gate of* Jje toun q;iwd he

A carte fulle of* dunge Jjere schalf ])ou se / 4208

In which my body is hidde ful pryuyly

Do jjilke carte aresten boldely

My golde caused my murdre so]? to sayn

And tolde him euery poynf how he was slayn 4212

Wi]? a ful pitous face pale of* hewe

And truste wel his dreem he fand ful trewe

ffor on IpG morwe as sone as if was day

To his felawes In he tok pe way 4216

And whan he com vnto ))is Oxe stalle

After his felawe he bigan to calle

The Ostiler answered him anon

And sayde sire ^oure felawe is y-gon 4220
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As sone as day he wente out^ of* ])e toim

This man gan falle in gret* suspecioii

Eemembryng^ on his dreemes J?at* he mette

And forjj he go]) no lenger wolde he lette 4224

Vnto ])& west? gate of* ])0 toiin and fonde

A dung* carte as he wente to dunge ]?e londe /

]}af was arrayed in ])e same ^Yyse

As 3e han herde Jje deede man deuyse 4228

And wi]) an hardy herte he gan to crye [leaf 250, back]

Vengaunce and Justice of* jjis felonye

My felawe murdred is ]}is same night

And in pis cart* he lyj) gapyng* vpright* 4232

[I Crie oute on ]je mynistris quod he ^^,^,^^^3
"^^^m (Shirley's).

j)at shulde kepe and rewle pis citee f^^J^!^^,
Harrow alias here lith my felaw slayn) ^^-^

What shuld I more vn-to this tale sayn) 4326

])e peple out sterte / & caste pe carte to grounde

And in the medil of the donge J>ei fozmde] [Hari. extract ends'\

The deede man pat* murdred was al newe

blisful god pat* art* so iuste and trewe /
4240

Lo how pat* pou bywreyest* murdre alway

Murdre wole out* pat* se we day by day

Mordre is so wlatsom and abhominable

To god pat* is so iuste and resonable 4244

That* he wol not* suffre it* liiled be

They it* abyde a 3eer or tuo or pre

Mordre wole out* pis is my conclusion

And right* anon ministres of* pe toun 4248

And hente pe cartere and sore him pjTied

And eek* pe osteller so ferre engyned

That pe}^ beknewe here wickednesse anon

And weren banged by pe nekke boon 4252

Heer may men see pat* dreemes ben to drede

And certes in pe same book* I rede

Eight* in pe nexte chapitre I rede of* pis

1 gabbe nought/ so haue I ioye & blis 4256
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Tiio men J)at^ wolde lian passed ])e see

ffor certein cause in-to a ferre cuntre

If^ jjat* ])e wynde nad y-be contrary

})iiV made hem in a Cite for to tary 4260

That* stood ful mery vpon an liauen side

But^ on a day a3ens Jje euen tyde

The wynd gan chauiige and blowen as him leste

lolyf^ and glad J^ey wenten vnto reste "^ 4264

And casten hem ful erly for to seyle

But* herkne ])a,V oo man felle in gret^ pereyle

That^ oon of^ hem in slepyng^ as he lay

Hun mette a Avonder dreme a^eins jje day 4268

Him jjoughf a man stood by his beddes syde

And him comanded j^at^ he schulde abyde

And seyde him ]?us if* ]70U to morwe wende [ieaf25i]

Thou schalf be draynt^ my tale is at* an ende 4272

he a\vool>:^ and tolde his felawe what* he mette

and prayed him his viage for to lette

As for ]}at* day he prayde him to abyde

his felawe j^afc* lay by his beddes syde 4276

Gan for to laughe and scorned him ful faste

No dreme q^iod he may my^ herte agaste

pnV I wol lette for to do my Jjinges

I sette nou^f a straw by Jjy
dremynges 4280

ffor sweuenes ben but* vanytes and lapes

Men dreme alway of* owles and of* apes

And of^ many a mase J?er-wi])-all

Men dremen of* ]?ing* J)at* neuer was ne schal 4284

But* sijjenes I se ]?at* ]?ou wolt* here abyde

And pus forslowj^en wilfully ]je tyde

God wot* it* rewe]) me and haue good day

And thus he took* his leeue and went* his way 4288

And er })at* he hadde half* his cours y-sayled

Not* I nought* why ne what* meschaunce it* ayled

But* casuelly J)e schippes botme rent*

And schip and man vnder ])e water went* 4292
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In sighf of^ o])er schippes liim besyde

jjat^ wij) him seyled at^ pe same tyde

And jjerfore he seyde Fertelote so deere

By siiche ensamples olde maist^ J)ou leere 4296

]?at^ no man schulde be to recheles

Of dremes for I say jje dowteles

That^ many a dreem fol sore is for to drede

Lo in ]?e lyf* of^ Seint^ kenehne I rede 4300

]}at* was kenuljDhes sone Jie noble king^

Of jSfertenrike how kenelme niet^ a J?ing^

A litel er was miirdred on a day

His murdre in his avision he say . 4304

His norice him expouned enry del

His sweuene and bad him for to kepe him wel

ffor treson bnt< he was seuen 3eer old [leaf 251, back]

And perfore litel tale ha]? he told 4308

Of eny dreem so holly was his herte

By god I hadde leuer ]?an my scherte

])aV 36 hadde herde his legende as haue I

Dame pe?-telote I say 30U trewely 4312

Macrobeus pat^ writ^ Jie avisioun

In affryke of pe worjjy Cyprioiin

Affermejj dremes and saiji ]?at^ |:ay ben

Warnyng^ of jjinges Jjaf men after seen 431

G

And furj^ermore I pray 3on loke)) wel

])e olde testament of Daniel

If he heeld dreemes of any vanyte

Eeede eel^ of Iosej)h and Ipev schuln 3e see 4320

Whejjer dremes ben som tyme I say not^ alle

"Warnyng^ of Jtinges ]3at^ schuln afte?* falle

Loke of Egypt^ Ipe 'king* Daun Pharao

His baker and his botiler also 4324

Wher Ipej ne felten noon etfecte in dremes

Who so wol seche Jje acte of sondry Eemes

May rede of dreemes many a wonder jjingi

Lo Cresns which jjat^ was of lyde king^ 4328
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Mette he nou3f pat^ be sat< on a tree

Whicli signified he schulde anhanged be

Lo here adromacha Ectores wiff*

That^ day ])SiV Ector schulde lese his lyff< 4332

Sche dreemed on pe same nigbt^ byforn

How Jjaf j^e lyff' of* Ector schulde be lorn

IP ])ilke day he went^ in-to Batayle

Sche warned him but it might* nou3t* auayle 4336

He wente for to feighten neuer ]?e les

But* he was slayn of* oon achilles

But* )?ilke tale is al to long* to telle

And eek* it is neigh day I may nou3t* dwelle 4340

Schortly I say as for conclusion

]?at* I schal haue of* pis auision

Of* aduersitees and I say for]7e?'more [leaf 252]

That* I nel telle of* laxatifs no store 4344

ffor J?ey ben venymous I wot* right* wel

I hem diffye I loue hem neuer a del

^^ow let* vs speke of^ myrjje and stynte al jjis

Madame pe?"telote so haue I blis 4348

Of* o )?ing* god me hab sent* large grace

ftbr when I se Ipe beaute of-* 3our face

3e ben so skarlet* reed aboute 30ure eyen

It* make)) alle my drede for to deyen 4352

ffor al so siker as In principio

Mulier est* hommis confusio

Ma dame Ipe sentence of* Ipis latyn is

Wo?7?man is mannes ioye and al his blys 4356

ffor whan I feele a night* 30ure softe syde

Al be it ])at* I may nought on 30U ryde

ffor J}at* oure perche is maad so narwe alias

I am so fulle of* ioye and solas 4360

That* I diffye hope sweuen and dreem

And wi]) Jjat* word he fleigh doun fro J^e beem

ffor it* was day and eek* his hennes alle

And wi]) a chukke he gan hem for to calk 4364
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ffor lie had founde a corn lay in ]>& 3erde

Eeal he was nomore aferde

He fejjerede pertelote twenty tyrae

And tradde as ofte er it were j)r/me 4368

He lokej? as if were a grym lyo?ai

And on his toos he romed vp and do?/n

Him deygned nou3f to sette his feet' on grounde

Ay chukked he whan he hadde a corn y-founde 4372

And to him jjanne ranne his wyfes alle

])i\s real as a j)rince in his halle

leue I ])is Chaunteclere in his pasture

And after wol I telle of* his aduenture 4376

When ])e monJ)e in which fie world bigan

])8iV highte march when god fersf made man

Was complete and passed were also [icr.f 252, back]

Se])ius marche bygan J^ritty dayes and tuo 4380

Bifelle jjat* Chaunteclere in alle his pryde

his seuen wyues walkpig' him bysyde

Caste vp his eyen to j^e brighte sonne

That* in Jie signe of Taurus was y-ronne f 4384

Twenty degrees . and oon and somwhat* more

He knew by kynde and by non o])er lore

That* it* was prjrme and crew m]? blisful steuene

The Sonne he sayde is clumben vp on heuene 4388

xl. degrees and oon and more y-wys

Madame pe>*telote my worldes blys

Herkne how Jiese blisful briddes synge

and see pe freisshe floures how |)ay springe 4392

ftul is mjn herte of* Eeuel and solace

But* sodeinly him fel a sorwful case

ffor euer Jje latter ende of* loye is sone ago

And comunly often tyme it* fallej) so 4396

And if* a Rethor cowlpe faire endite

He in a Croniqwe mighte saufly write

As for a souereyn notabilite /

Kow euery wise man herkene to me 4400
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This story is also trewe I vndertake

As is ]}e boolv' of* launcelot' Jie lake

])aV wo??zmen heelde in ful gret^ renerence

Now wol I torne a3eirL to my sentence 4404

A kolle fox ful of^ sleiglite and iniquite

Tuat* in Ipe groue had woned 3eeres ]?re

By heih ymaginacioii aforn caste

J?e same night^ Jjurghout^ Jje hegges braste 4408

In-to Jie yerde ]?er Chaunteclere fe faire

Was wont^ and eek^ his wyfes to repayre

And in a hedde of* worstes stille he lay

Til it* was passed vndern of* pa day 4412

Wayting* his tyme on chaunteclere to falle

As gladly doon J?ese homicydes all-3 [leaf 253]

That* in awayte ligge to murjjre men

false murdrour roukyng* in ])y den 4416

newe scariote and newe Genyloun)

fials dissimulour greke Synoii

That* broiightest* Troye outrely to sorwe

Chaunteclere acorsed be ])at* morwe 4420

Jjat* J)OU in ]?e 3erde fiey3e fro Jje beemes

Thou were ful wel y-warned by ]?in derems

That* pilke day was perilous to ])&

But* pat* at* god afore wot* moot* needes be 4424

After IpG opynyofi of certein clerkes

Witnesse on him ]?af any clerk/ is

That* in scole gret* altercaciofi

In jjis matiere and gret* disputeson 4428

And ha]) ben of* an hundred Jjousand men

But I ne can nou3t* bulte it to pe bren

As can ]?e holy doctour augustyn

Or Boece or fe Bisschoppe Bradwardyn 4432

Whefer }?at/ goddes wille afore wetyng^

Streyne]} me needely for to don a ]?ing*

Needly clepe I simple necessite

Or elles if* pe free choys be graunted me / 4436
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To do ])at^ same ])ing^ or to do it noii^t

]?oiig!i god forwot^ it^ er it^ was y-wrouglit*

Or of* his wetyng* streigne]? neuer a del

Buf by necessite condicionel 4440

I wol not* haue to doone of* such matiere

My tale is of* a cokk^ as ^e schuln after heere

That* took^ his counseil of* his wyf* wi]? sorwe

To walke in-to Jje 3erd vppon pe morwe 4444

That* he had mette fe dreem as I 3011 tolde

Wo??Miiens counseiles ben fill ofte colde

Wo?7wnans counseil brought* vs ferst* to wo

And made adcan fro pa?-adys to go 4448

jjer as he was ful niery and wel at* ese /

Eut* for I not* whom it* might* displese [leaf 253, back]

If* I councel of* wo7?2men wolde blame

Passe ouer I seyde it^ in my game 4452

Eede auctours wher Jjey trete of* such matiere

And what* jjay sein of* ^\ovlmell ^e may heere

These ben Ipe cokkes wordes and nought myne

I can non harme of* no wo?/?man devyne 4456

ffa}Te in pe sande to ba]?e hire merily

li]) pertelote and alle hire sustres by

A3ein ]?e sonne and Chaunteclere so fre

Sange meriere jjan Jje mere-mayde in ]:e see 4460

ffor Physyalogus saij) witterly

How ]}at* ]?ey sungen wel and merily

And so bifelle as he cast* his ye

amonges J»e wortes vpon a butterflye 4464

He was war of* Jjis ffox Jiat* lay ful lowe

^ Xo Jjing^ ne luste him )}anne for to crowe

But* cryed anon kok* kols^ and vp he sterte

As man pat* was affrayed in his herte 4468

ffor naturelly a beste desire)) to fie

ffro his contrarye if-* he may it* se

]rey he neuer liadde seye it erst* wij? his ye

This Chaunteclere when he gan him espye 4-172
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he wolde han fledde biit^ ])at^ Jie fox anon

Sayde gentil sire alias what* wol ^e doon

Been 3e affrayed of* me jjat* am ^oure freende

Certes sh-e J)en be ^e vnheende 4476

If"* I to 30U wolde harme or vilanye

I am nought* come ^oure councel to aspic

But* trewely J)e cause of* my comynge

Was oonly to herkne how J)at* 3e synge / 4480

ffor trewely ^e han as mery a steuene

As any aungel ha]? fat* is in heuene

Ther-with 36 han in Physike more felynge

))at* hadde boys or eny J^at* can synge 4484

My lord 30ure fader god his soule blesse

And eek* 30ure mooder of* hire gentilnesse [leaf 254]

han in mj7i hous I-ben ful wel at eese

and certes sire ful fayn wolde I 30U pleese 4488

But* for men speken of* syngyng* I wolde seye

So mote I brouke myne eyen tweye

Saue 30U I ne herde neuer man so synge

As dide 30ure fader in J}e morwenynge 4492

Certes it was of* herte al ))at* he sange

And for to make his voys ])e more strange

He wolde so peyne him ))at* wij) ho'pe his eyen

He moste wynke so lowde he dide cryen 4496

And standen on his typtoos ])er-wi]7-al

And strecche for]) his nekke long* and smal

And eelc* he was of* such discreciofi

That* })er was no man in no region 4500

That him in song-* or wisdam mighte passe

I haue wel rad daun burnelle the asse

Among his vers jjer was a kot

ffor a prestes sone 3af* him a knok* 4504

Vpon his legges whil he was yong* and nyce

He made him for to leese his benefice

But* certein ]?er is no comparison

Betwixe \ig wisdam and discrecioii 4508
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Of* 30ure fader and of* his subtilte

Now syiigejj sire for seinte Cliarite

Let* see conne 3e .joiire fader comitrefete

jjis Chaunteclere his wynges gan to bete 4512

As man ]jat* cou]}e his tresoii not* aspye

So was he raiiyssclif wij? his flaterye % ^ota bene

^ Alias 3e lordes many a fals flatour

Is in 30ure Court* and many a losengour 4516

J)at* pleasen 30U more by my feij?

Then he ]7at* so))fastnesse vnto 3011 seij?

Rede]) ecclesiastre of* flaterie

jBe]) war 36 lordes of* here treccherie 4520

This Chaunteclere stood heye vpon his toos

Strecching^ his necke and hnld his eyen clos [leaf 251, back]

And gan to crowe lowde for j^e nones

And daun Russel stert* vp al at* oones 4524

And by ])e gargage hente Chaunteclere

And on his bal^ toward the woode liim bere

ffor 3et* was fere noman Jjat* him sewed

O destyne fiat* mayst not* ben eschewed 4528

AHas ])at* Chaunteclere fel fro J^e hemes

Alias his wyf* ne roughte nought* of* dremes

And on a friday felle al Jiis meschaunce

venus pat* art* goddesse of* plesazmce 4532

Sejjines f)at ]?i seruafit was Jjis Chaunteclere

And in ]}in seruise dede al his j)owere /

More for delite Jjan ])e world to multiplie

Why woldestow suffre him / on ])in day to dye 4536

Gaufrede deere maister soue>*ayn

That* whan j?y worj^y king* Richard was slayn

WiJ) schotte compleynedest* his dej) so sore

"Why ne hadde I now jjin sentence and jjin lore 4540

The friday for to chyde as deden 3e /

ffor on a ffriday schortly slayn was he

Jienne wolde I schewe 30U ho^v paV I coujje pleyne

ffor Chaunteclere and for his peyne 4544
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Certes siicli cry no lameiitacion

Was of^ ladyes maade whan yleoil

Was "wonne and Purris wij? his streighte swerd

Whenne he hente king^ Pryam by ]?e herd 4548

And slayn him as seyde Enneydos

As maden alle |?e hennes in Ipe cloos

Whan fiey hadde seye of* chaunteclere fie sight*

But* soueraynly dame Pe?*telote schright* 4552

fful loAvder Jien dede hasdrubaldcs wj^ff*

Whan ^af hire housbonde hadde lost* his lyff*

And })at* ])e Romayns had berud Cartage

Sche was so fulle of torment and of* Rage 4556

fiat* wilfully in to jje fuyr sche sterte

And brend hir selue wi)) a stedefast* herte Oeaf255]

O wofull<3 hennes right* so cryede ^e

As whan Jjat* ^N'ero brende })e Cite 4560

Of* Rome cryden ]?e Senato?rrs wyfes

ffor })at* here housbondes schulde leese here lyues

Wi|?outen gilte Nero ha]? hem slayn

^ Now wole I turne vnto my tale agayn 4564

This seely widewe and hire doughtres tuo

Herden ])e hennes crien and make woo /

And out* at* fie dore sterten pay anon

And sawe j)Q fox toward J?e groue goon 4568

And bar vpon his bak* fie kolv* away

And cryden out harrow and weloway

A ha fje fox and after him ])ay ran

And eel^ with staues many anofjer man 4572

Ran colle oure dogge Talbot* and Garlond

And Malkyn wi]? hire distaf in hire bond

Ran cow and calf^ and eek^ fie verrey hogges

Sore aferde for berkyng* of* fie dogges 4576

And schowtyng* of* men and of* wo??imen eeke

fiey ronne so her hert* fiey fiought tobreeke

They yelleden as feendes don in belle

The dokes cryden as men wolde hem quelle 4580
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Out^ of^ j?e liujiies come Jje swarm of* bees

j>e gees for feere flowen oner pe trees

So hidous was pe noyse a benedicite

Certes he lakke strawe and his mepiee 4584

l^e maden neuere schoutes half* so schrille

Whan ))at* ])ay wolden eny flemyng* kille

As Jiat* ilke day was maad A^on ]?e ffox

Of* bras Jjey broughte beemes and of* Box 4588

Of* home and boon in whiche ]?ey poiiped

And ]7er-wi]7al ))ey schriched and ]}ey schouted

It* semed as J?at^ heuen sehnlde falle

Now goode men I pray 3on herknejj alle 4592

Lo how fortune turneji sodeinly

The hope and eek* ])e pruyde of* here enuj^e [leaf 255, back]

This Cok* Jjat* lay vpon j^is foxes bak^

In alle his drede vnto Jje fox he spalv* 459G

And sayde sire if* I were as 3e

3et* schuld I say as vns god helpe me
Turne]? a3ein 36 proude cherles alle

A verray pestilence vpon 30U falle 4600

Xow am I come vnto ))is woodes sj'de

Mangre 3our heed ])e col^^ schal here abyde

I wole him ete in feij? and Jiat* anon

The ffox answerde in fei]? it* schal be don 4604

and [as] he spak^ ]}at* word al sodeinly

This Cok* brak* fro his mouj? delyuerly

An heigh vpon a tree he fieigh anoon

And whan jje fox saugh pat* he was goon 4608

Alias quod he Chaunteclere alias

I haue qiwd he don to 30AV a trespas

In als moche as I made 30U afierd

AVhen I 30U hentc and brought out* of* Jje 3erd 4612

But* sire I dede it nought in no wicked entent*

Come doun and I schal telle 30U what I ment

I schal 30U seye soj) god helpe me so /

Nay Jjanne qitod he I schrewe vs bojje tuo / 461G
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And ferst^ I sclirewe my self Loj^e blood and bones

If^ ])ou begile me ofter jjan ones /

Thou schalt^ nomore wij? J?in flaterye

Do me to synge and wynke wi]? my« ye 4620

fFor he ])a.V wynkej) whan he schulde se

As wisly god let^ him neuer J)e

IS'ay quod Jje fox god 3iue him mescliaunce

That* is so vndiscref of goiiernavince 4624

jjat^ ianglej) whan he schulde haue pees

Lo suche it is for to be recheles /

and necligenfr and truste]? on flaterye

But^ 36 ]?at^ halden |3is tale a folye 4628

As of a fox and of a col^ and an hen

Take]) j^e moralite goode men [leaf 250]

ffor seint^ poule sai]) / all^; jjat* writen is

To oure doctrine / it is y-writen y-wis 4632

Take]) ])e fruit/ and lete]) ])e chaff be stille

]S^w goode god if paf iV be p'm wille /

As sei]) my lord so make vs alle goode men
And bringe vs alle to his heihe blisse ameN 4636

Here endc]) J)e Nonne prcstes tale

CORPUS 587 (6-T. 300)



GEOUP H. FEAGMENT IX.

§ 1. THE MAI^CIPLE'S HEAD-LIXK.

COEPUS MS.

[on;ea/256] Here folwe]7 ])e Frologe of j)e mau-

IT ciples tale Ca"' xxiij"*

"Ot^ 3e nof wlier J)er stant/ a litel toim

Wliich pat^ is clej^ed Bobbe vp and doun

vnder jje Blee in Caiinte?'bery way

Ther gan oure Oste for to lape and play 4

And sayde syres what* donne is in jje myre

Is no man for preyer ne for buyre

That* AYole aAvake oure felawe be-bynde /

A J)eef' migbt^ liim ful ligbtly robbe and bynde 8

Se how he naj^pej? se for goddes bones

]?at* he wol falle fro his hors at* ones

Is Jjat* a Coolv* of^ londoii Avi]? meschance

Do him come forth he knowej) his penance 12

ffor he schal telle a tale by my fey

Al jjough it be nought* wor]? a hotel hey

Awake ))ou Coot quod he god 3iue ]>q sorwe

What eyle]? jje to slej^e by jje morwe 16

hasf ]7ou had fleen al night* or art* Ipon dnuike

Or hast^ ])ou wi]) som quene al night^ y-swunke

So ]jat* ])o\\ mayst* nought* holden vp ])hi heed

This Cook* ])at* was ful pale and no ))ing* reed 20

Seyde oure Ost* so god my soule blesse

As ])er is falle on me such heuynesse

]^ot* I nou3t* why me were leuer to slej^e

Then fe beste galofi of* wyn in Chepe 24
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Wei quod jje maunciple if* if \)e, may don ese 25

To Jje Sir Cook" and to no wight* displese

Which jjat* heer ryde]) in pis companye /

And paf oure host* wole of his curtesye 28

I wole as now excuse pe of* ])in tale [leaf 25g, back]

ffor in good fei]) pi visage is ful pale

Thin eyen dasewen sojjly as me ))inke])

And wel I woof ])i bre]) ful soure stinke]? 32

That* schewej) wel ]jou art* nought* wel disposed

Of* me certeyn ]jou schalt* nought* ben y-glosed

Se how he goneth lo his drunken wight*

As Jjough he wolde vs swolwe anon right* 36

hald clos pin mou]) man by pjn fader kyn

The deuyl of* helle sette his foot* pei^in

This cursed breth wol infecte vs alle

ffy stynkynge swyn fy foule mote pe falle 40

Take]) heede sires of* ]?is lusty man

j^ow sweete sire wole 36 iuste at* pe van

Ther-to me fienkejj ^e ben wel y-schape

I trowe
J)
at* 30 haue drunken wyn ape 44

And paV is whan men pleye wi]) a straw /

And wijj liis s]3eche pe Cooke wax al wraw

And on pe maunciple bygan he nodde faste

ffor lakke of* speche and doun pe hors him caste 48

Wher as he lay til ]?at* men him vp took*

This was a fayr Chiuacheef* of* a cook*

Alias he ne hadde holde him by his ladel

And er ])af he a^ein were in his sadel 52

Ther was a gret* schowuyng* bojje to and fro

To lifte him vp and mochil care and woo

So vnweldy was Jiis sely pallede goste

And to pe maunciple jjenne spalc* oure Oste 56

By cause paV drynke ha]? dominacioii

Vpon ]?is man by my Sauacion

I trowe he lewedly wolde telle his tale

ffor were it* wyn or olde or moysty ale 60
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GROUP H. § 1. manciple's head-link. Corpus MS.

That^ he ha]) drunke he speke]) so in his nose / 61

And fnesej) faste and eeb he ha]? J)e j^ose

he hath also to don more ]jan ynough

To kepe him and his capel out* of ]?e slough 64

And if^ he falle fro his capil eft* sone /
Peaf 257]

Thenne schulle we alle haue ynough to doone

In Hftyng^ vp his heuy drunken cors

Telle on ])in tale of* him make I no fors 68

But* ^it* maunciple in ieip ])ou art* to nyce

Thus openly to reproue him of* his vice

Ano])er day he wole perauenture

Eeclayme jje and bringen ]je to lure 72

I mene he speke wole of* smale Jjinges

And for to pynchen at* ])ine rekenynges

That* were not* honeste if* it* come to ]3ref*

'No q_uod ])e maunciple ]jat* were a gret* meschief* 76

So might* he bringe me in to ]je snare

Yet* hadde I leuer payen for pe mare

Which he ryt* on jjan he schulde wip me stryue

I wol not* wra])]>e him so mote I ]7ryue 80

jjat* ])at* I spak* I seyde it* in my bourde

And wite ^e wel I haue heer in my gourde

A draught* of* wyn ye of* a rype grape

And right* anon 3e schullen seen a good lape 84

This Cook* schal drynke ])er-of* if* I may

vp peyne of* my lyf* he wol not* say nay

And certeinly to tellen as it/ was

Of* })is vesseH Ipe Cook* drank* faste alias 88

What* needejj it* he drank* ynough aforn

And whan he hadde pouped in his horn

To ])e maunciple he took* pe gourde again

And of* ])at* drynke ])e cook* was wonder fayn 92

And ])anked him in such wise as he cowde

Then gan oure Oste to lawhe wonder lowde

And sayde I se wel it* is necessarie

Where ])at* we goon good drink* wi]> vs to carie 96
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ffor j?at wol toume rancour and disese 97

To acord and loue and many a word to peese

Bachus y-blessed be ]pj name

J)at so cansf tome ernest^ in to game 100

Worschipe and Jjonke be to pj deite [leaf 257, back]

Of* jjat* matiere ne gete -^e nomore of* me

Tel on J)i tale fou manciple I pe preye

Wei sire quod he now kerkne)) what* I seye IT Explic/t

p?'olog2«5
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GROUP H. § 2. manciple's tale. Corpus MS.

[on leaf 257, back] Ilicipit fabwla

'lian phebiis dvvelde lieer in pis er])e adoun

As olde booke maken mencio?ai 106

he was pe moste lusty bacliiler

Of/ alle |?e world and eek' )je best^ archeer

be slougb Phyton ]je se?'pent/ as he lay

Slepyng^ agayn jje sonne vpon a day

And many anojje?* noble worjiy dede /

He wij? his bowe brought as men nowe rede 112

Pleyen he coujje of^ eue?'y menstralcye

And syngen paf it was a melodye

To heeren of* his cleere voys ]?e soun

Certes ]?e king-* of* Thebes amphyozni 116

Thaf wi|> his syngyng* walled ]?af Cite

Cowde neuer syngen half* so wel as he

Therto he was Jje semlyeste man

])at^ is or was sijjen )?e world bygan 120

What* neede]) it* his fetures to discryue

ifor in ])is world was non so fair on lyue

he was jjer-wi]) fulfild of* gentilnesse

Of"* honour and of parfyte worjjinesse 1J4

This Phebus j^at* was flour of* Bachelrye

As wel in freedam as in Chiualrie

ffor disporte in signe eek* of* victorie

Of^ Phytofi so as telle]) vs ]je story

e

128

Was worjjy to beren in his bond a bowe /

!N'ow hadde Jjis Phebus in his hous a crowe

Which in a cage he fostred many a day

And taught* it* speke as ]?at* men teche a lay 132
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Whif was ]?is Crowe as is a snow wliifc^ swan 133

And countrefeted Ipe speclie of^ euery man

he cowde when he schukle telle a tale

Ther-wij) in al pe world no nightyngale 136

Xe cou]?e by an hundred jjousend deel [leaf 258]

Syngen so wonderly meryly and weel

Now hadde jjis Phebus in his hous a wyf^

AVhich paf he loued more jjan his owne lyf* 140

And night^ and day dyd euer his diligence

Hir for to plese and don hire renerence

Saue oonly if^ jje so]? j^at^ I sclial sayn

Gelous he was and wolde haue kept^ hire fayn 144

ffor him were lo]) by-Iaped for to be

And so euery wight^ in such degre

But* al for nou^fc* for it* auaylej) nou^t*

A good wyff* j?at is clene of* werli^ and jjought 148

Schulde nought* be kepte in non awayte certain

And trewely j^e labour is in vayn

To kepe a schrewe for it wol nou3t* be

This halde I for a verray nycete 152

To spille labour for to keepe wyues

Thus writen olde Clerkes in here lyues

But* now to purpos as I first* bigan

This worpy Pheb«s do]j al ])at* he can 156

To plesen hyre wenyng* by such plesance

And for his manhode and his gouernaiice

That* no man schulde haue put liim fro hir grace

But* god it* woot/ ])er may no man enb?Tice 1 60

As to distreyne a Jjing* \vhicli ]?at nature

Haj? naturelly sette in a creature

Take eny bryd and put it* in a kage

And do al ]?in entent and
f)y

corage 164

To fostre it tendrely wij) mete and drinke

Of alle deyntees jjat* jjou canst* byjjinke

And keepe it/ also clenly as jjou may

Al j^oiii!;h his cage of* golde be neuer so gay 168
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3et' haj) ])is bridde by .xx. Jjousand folde 169

Leuer in a fforest^ ])slV is wilde and colde

Gon ete wormes and such wrecchedenesse

ffor eiier })is bridde wol doon liis busynesse 172

To eskape out* of* his cage when he may [leaf 258, back]

his hberte ]je bridde desire]? ay

Let^ take a catte and fostre him wel wi]) melk^

An tendre fleissch and make his conche of' selk< 176

And let' him seen a nioiis go by Jje walle

And anon he weyue]) milke fleissche and alle

And euery deynte J?af is in paf hous

Such appetyt' ha]) sche to ete a mous 180

Lo he[?'e] ha]? kiste his dampnacioil

And appetyf flemyth discrecion

As ]?e wolf* ha]? also a vyleyns kynde

The lewedeste wolf* J?af sche may fynde 184

Of" lesf of reputacioii ]?af wol sche take

In tyme whan hire luste to haue a make

Alle ]?ise ensamples speke I by J?ese men

That* ben vntrewe and no]?ing' by wommen 188

ffor men han euere a likerous appetyf

On lowere ]?ing' to parforme here delyf

Then on here wyfes ben ]?ay neuer so fayre

Ke neuer so trewe ne so debonaire 192

fiieissche is so newefongul wi]? meschance

That* we ne konne in no ])ing* han plesance

That* sowne}? in to vertu eny while

This Phebus which ])af ]?ought* vpon no gile 196

Desceyued was for alle his lolite

ffor \aider him ano]?er hadde sche

A man of* litel reputacioii

I^ought* wor]? to Phebus in comparison 200

The more harm it* is it* happe]? ofte so

Of* which ]?er come]? niochil harme and wo

And so bifelle whan Phebus was absent*

His wif"* anon ha)) for hir le?wman sent* 204
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GROUP H. § 2. manciple's tale. Corpus MS.

Hire le^Timan certes pis is a kauisscli speclie 205

fFor^iue)) it me and Jjat* I 30U beseche

The wyse Plato saij) as ^e may rede

]je worde moot' need acorde wij) pe dede 208

3if< men schal telle proprely a ))ing< [leafisg]

The word moot'/ cosyn be to J)e workyng'

I am a boystous man riht^
J)
us say I

Ther is no difference trewely 212

Betwix a Avyf' Jjaf is of* heih degre

If' of* hire body dishoneste sche be

And a pouere wenche othir jjan ])is

Ift if so be pej werke bo|)e amys 216

Buf Jjaf jje gentil is in staaf aboue

Sche schal be cleped his lady as in loue

And for Jjaf ojjer is a pouer wownian

Sche schal be cleped his wenche or his leniraan 220

And god it' woof mjn owne deere bro]?er

Men leyn faf oon as lowe as lijj ])af o])er

Eighf so betwixe a titles tyraunf

And an outlawe or a Jjeef' erraunf 224

The same I say ]jer is no difference /

To alisaundre was tolde ]jis sentence /

Thaf for Jje tyraunf is of' grettere might

By force of' meyne for to sleen do^^n righf 228

And brenne hous and home and make al playn

Lo ])erfore is he cleped a Capitayn

IT And for Jje outlawe ha]j buf smal meigne

And may nof doon so gref an harm as he 232

ISTe bringe a Contre to so gref mescheef*

Men clepen him an outlawe or a jjeef*

Buf for I am a man nof texted wel

I wol nof telle of' Tytus neuer a deel 236

I wol go to my tale as I began

Whan Phebus [wyf] hadde serif for hire lemman

Anon jjey wroughten alle here lusf volage

This white crowe paf heng' ay in Jje kage 240
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GKOUP H. § 2. manciple's tale. Corpus MS.

Bihelde hire werk^ and seyde neuer a word 241

And whan ])at home was come Phehus Jje lord

This crowe sange cokkow cokkow cokkow

What* bryd (luolp Phebus what^ song' syngest' ]?ou 24 1

iN'e were ]?on wont' so meryly to synge [ieaf 259, b-.ck]

paV to Tiijn herte it^ was a rcioisschinge

To here ]?i voys alias what' song-' is jjis

By god ciiiod he I sjmge nought amys 248

Phebus qiiod he for al ]?i worjjinesse

fior alle pj beaute and J^yn gentilnesse

ffor alle j?i song' and al Ipi menstralcye

ffor al jji waytyng* blered is ]?in ye 252

"WiJ? on of' litel reputacioii

Noughf worjj to J)e as in comparison

];e niountance of* a gnatte so mote I jjriue

ifor on pj bed jjy Avyff / I say him swyue 256

Whaf wole 30 more pe crowe anon him tolde

By sadde tokenes and by wordes bolde

How paf his wyf' hadde doon hire leccherie

hini to gref schame and to gref vilanye 2GO

And tolde him ofte he say if wij? his eyen

]?is Phebus gan awayward for to y>ryen

him J?oughf his sorwful herte brast a tno /

His bowe he bente and sette per-lnne a floo 2o4

And in his Ire pun ha]) he his wif^ j^-sL^yn

This is jjeffecte per is nomore to sayn

ifor sorwe of' which he brak his mynstralcye

Bo]?e harpe and lewte gyterne and Sawterye 268

And eek' he brak* his arwes and his bowe

And after J^af Jjus spat he to pe crowe

Traytour qiwd he wi]) tonge of Scorpion

Thou hasf me brought to my confusion 272

Alias ])af I was wroughf why nero I ded

deere wyf* gemme of' lustyhed

Thaf were to me so sadde and eek* so trewe

Now lyes pou deed wi]) face pale of hewe /
276
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fFul gulteles JjaiT" durst^ I swere ywys 277

rakel liound to don so foulc amys

trouble witte .0. Ire recheles

That* vnauysed smytesf gulteles / 280

wan-truste ful of* fals suspecion [leaf 2130]

"Where was pj witte and Ipi discrecion

euery man be war of* rekelnesse

]^e trowe noj?ing* wijjouten strong* witnesse 284

Sinyt* iiou3t^ to sone er j^at* ])ou wite why

And be auysed wel and soburly

Or 36 doon eny execucioii

Ypon ^oure Ire for susj^ecioil 288

Alias a ])ousand follv* han rakel Ire -

ffully fordoon or brought* hem in J}e myre

Alias for sorwe I wil my selue slee

And to )je crowe false jjeef* sayde he 292

1 wol |)e quyte anon ])j false tale

Jiou songe whilom lylv* a nightyngale

Now sclialt* Jiou false j?eef^ ]?i song^ forgon

Eeke j^in white fejjeres euerichon 296

'Kg neuer in alle ])i lyue schalt* Jjou s^Deke

Thus schal men on a traitour ben awreke

Thou and jjin hospreinge euere schuln be blake

Ne neuere swete noyse schul ^e make / 300

But* euer crye agayn temjDest* and reyn

In toknyng* ]?at* J^urgh J)e my wyf* was slayn

And to ]?e crowe he sterte and fiat* anon

And pulled his white fej^eres euerychon 30 i

and made him blalv* and reft* him ullc his song^

And eelv* his speche and out* at* ]je dore him slong^

vnto fie deuel which I him betake /

And for ])is caas ben alle crowes blake 308

Lordynges by jjis ensample I 30U preye

Bejj war and take]) keepe what* })at* ^e seye

Ne telle]? neuer no man) in ^our lyff/

hoAV Ip'dV ano])o'/- man ha]? dight* his wyf* 312
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He wole 30W haten mortelly certein 313

Daun Salomon as wise clerkes seiii

Techej) a man to kepe his tonge wel

But^ as I sayde I am nouglit text^ wel 316

But najjeles J»us taughte me my dame [leaf 260, back]

My sone Jjenk* on ]je crowe a goddes name

My sone keepe wel pi tonge and kepe fy frende

A wikked tonge is worse )?an a feende 320

My sone fFrom a feend men may hem blesse

My sone god of" his endeles goodnesse /

"Walled a tonge wij? tee]? and lip^Des eeke

ffor man schulde him aiiyse what^ he speeke 324

My sone ful ofte for to mochel speche

ha]? many a man be spilt^ as clerkes teche

But* for litel speche auysily

Is no man schent^ to speke gen6?'ally 328

My sone ]}y tonge schuldest^ ]jou restreigne

At^ alle tyme but^ whan ]70u dost^ Ipj peyne

To speke of god in honour and preyere

The ferste vertu sone if^ ]?ou wolt^ lere 332

Is to restreyne and kepe wel pi tunge

]}us lernen children whanne ]?ey ben 3onge

My sone of mochel spekyng^ euel auysed

Ther lasse spekyng^ hadde ynough suffised 336

Come}? mochil harm ]?us was me told and taught

In mochil speche synne wantej? naught

Wostow wher-of^ a rakil tonge seruej?

Kight^ as a swerd forkuttej? and forkeruej? 340

An arm a tuo my deere sone right so

A tunge kutte]? frendschipe al a tuo

A ianglere is to god abhominable /

Eede Salamon so wys and honorable / 344

Eede Dauyd and his psalmys red senckke

My sone speeli* nought"' but wi]? ]?in heed {?ou belcke

Dissimule as J?ou were defe if^ ]?at^ ]?on heere

A langier speke of* perilous mateere /
348
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J?e flemyng^ saij) and lerne it if* ]je leste 349

]»,t lytel langelynge cause]) mechel reste

My sone if* ))ou no wickede word liasf seyd

Jje jjar no"a3t* drede for to be bywreyd 352

But* he ])af ha]? myssayd I dar wel sayn [leaf 26i]

lie may by no way clepe his word agayn

Thing' ])at* is sayde is sayde and for]? it* go]>

Though liim repente or be him neuer so lo]j 356

he is his ])ralle to whom ]7af he ha]? sayd

A tale of* which he is now yuele payd

My sone be war and be nou^t auctour newe

Of tydynges whe]?er pay ben fals or trewe 360

Wher so ]?ou come amonges heihe or lowe

Kepe wel
J?y

tunge and ]?enk* vpon ]?e crowe Explic/f

fab2da mawcipii
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GROUP I. FEAGMENT X.

§ 1. THK BLANK-PAESON LINK.
iT/iis is reallt/ a link between some univritten Tate and the Parson's. It has been

made into the Manciple-Parson Link [or Yeoman-Parson by the Christ-Church MS)
by Chaucer s copiers, though not meant for it.'\

CORPUS MS.

Here bygynne)) Jje prologe of^ ])e parson [o«/e(//26i]

y J)at^ \iQ maiinciple liadde his tale ended Ca'" xxiiij'"

The Sonne fro pe sou]? syde is descended

So lowe ]?at^ he was nought* to my sight

Degrees xxix as of highte / 4

Ten of* ])e clokke it* was so as I gesse /

fFor xj foote a lytel more or lesse

My schadwe was at* Jjilke tyme as )iere /

Of* suche feet* as my lengj^e parted were / 8

In six foote equal of"* j^/'oporcioii

Ther-wi]) ))e mones exaltacion

I mene libra alwey gan ascende

As we were entryng-* at* a throj^es ende 12

ffor wij) oure Oste as he was wont* to gye

As in Jjis caas oure ioly conipanye /

Sayde in J^is wise lordynges euerychon

I^ow lakkejj vs no tale more })an oon 1

6

ffulfild is my sentence and my degre

Who wile now telle a tale let* se

Almost* fulfilled is my??, ordynaunce

I prc/y to god so 3iue him right* good chance 20

j^at* telle]) ]}is tale to vs lustely

Sire prest* (\uod he art* ]jou a vicary

Or art* pou a pe^-son say so]) by })y fey

Be what* \io\\ be ne breke nought* oure pley 2'1-
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ffor eiierj man saue pou ha]) told his tale 25

vnbokele and schewe vs what^ is in jjy male [leaf 2ci, bade]

fFor trewely me jjenke]) by jjy cheere

Thou scholdesf knette vp wel a gret^ matiere 28

Telle vs a fable anon for cokkcs bones

This person answered al af oones

Thou getesf fable non y-tolde for me

ffor Poule Jjaf writejj vnto Thimothe 32

Repreue]? hem Jjat^ wayuen sojjfastnesse

And tellen fables and such wrecchednesse

Whi schulde I schewen draff' oufc^ of* my feste /

Whan I may schewen whete if* Jjat* me leste 36

ffor which I saye if* ])at* ]?ou luste to lieere

Moralite and v^^^rtuous matiere

And jjenne ]jat* 30 woln ^iue me audience

I wol ful fayn at* cristes reuerence / 40

Don 30U plesaunce lelful as 1 can

But^ trustej) wel I am a sothryn man

I can nought geste rom ram ruf* by lettro

Is"e god wot* rym liolde I but* lytel bettre 44

And pe/'fore if^ 30U luste I wol nought* glose

I wol 30U telle a mery tale in prose

To knitte vp al |)is feste an ende

And iheiU for his grace witte me sende 48

To schewe 30U pe wey in J? is visage

Of* jjilke prtrfyt"* glorious pilgrimage

That* highte leYiisaleni Celestial

And if' 3e vouche sauf* anon 3e sclial 52

Bygynne vpon my tale for which I preye

Telle 30ure avis I can no bettre seye

i>ut* na]?eles pis meditacion

I putte it ay vnder correction 56

Of* clerkes for I am nought text* wel

I take but* pe sentence trustel wel

])erfore I make protestacioii

That* I wol stonde to correction 60

41 CORPUS 601 (6 T. 590)
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GROUP I. § 1. BLANK-PARSON LINK. CoipUS MS.

Yppon pis word we ban assented sone ^l^ltZTlisf
"^'''

[for as hit semed / hit was for to dooiic ^ms Ajch. Seid. b. u,

to enden / in soni vertuous sentence

and for to yeve him space / and audience 64

and bad oure Oste / he shulde to him say

that alle we / to telle his tale him pray

oure Oste had the wordes / for vs alle

sir prest quod he / now faire yow befalle 68

sey what yow luste / cuid we wol gladly here

and with that worde / he seide in this nianere

telleth quod he / youre meditacioufi

but hasteth yow / the sonne wol a-doafi 72

beth fructuous / cmd that in litel space

and to do wel / god sende yow his grace

.

Here endith the person his prolog]
'J^f,!^tstol1i'

^ ^^

CORPUS 602 (6-T. 59l) [this page, Arcli. Seld. B. 14]



592 SIX-TEXT /^^-^^
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CONTENTS OF PARSON's TALE. /iPART I.
'' ^^^ ^ \

THE PARSOIS 'S TALK -^ *^ "^ a x i
^

A TREATISE ON PENITENCE, IN 3 PARTS : '
^) vv

Part I. On Penitence, and its 1st requisite Contrition (A) (p.

593-612).
Part II. On its 2nd requisite, Confession (B) (p. 612—679).

Part III. On its 3rd requisite, Satisfaction (C) (p. 679—684), with

the Writer's Leave-taking and Retractations (p. 684-85).

PAET I. (p. 593—612).

ON PENITENCE, AND ITS 1st REQUISITE, CONTRITION.

Proem on Jeremiah vi. 16. The Tale is to be on Penitence as a full

noble way to lead folk to Christ, and is to treat of

i.
' Avhat is Penitence ' (p. 594)

.

ii.
' whennes it is cleped Penitence '. \_not in the Tale.']

iii. 'in how manye nianeres been the acciozms or werkynges of

Penitence' (p. 594-5).

iv. 'how many speces ther been of Penitence' (p. 595).

V. ' whiche tliynges apertenen and bihouen to Penitence' (p. 595

—

682 : nearly aU Parts I and III, and all Part II).

vi. 'whiche thynges destourbe?i Penitence' (at end of Part III,

p. 682) (p. 593).

i. Penitence defined, by a. St Ambrose ; h. ' som doctour
' ; c. the

writer. Its requisites : 1. bewailing of sins ; 2, purpose to

have shrift, to do satisfaction, never to sin again, to continue

in good works (p. 594).

[ii. not given.]

iii. The 3 actions of Penitence : 1. Baptism after sin ; 2. not to do

deadly sin after baptism ; 3. not thus to do venial sin (p. 594-95).

iv. The 3 speces or kinds of Penitence : 1. Solemn (to be put out of

cluuch, or do open penance) ; 2. Common (to go naked on pil-

grimage) ; 3. Private (p. 595).

V. Tlie 3 necessities or reqidsites for Penitence (p. 596—682)

:

A. Contrition of heart (p. 596—612).

B. Confession of mouth (Part II, p. 612—679).

C Satisfaction (Part III, p. 679—682).
Penitence avails against 3 things, by which we wrath Christ (p. 595).

A- Contrition is the root of Penitence, whose stem bears branches

and leaves of Confession, and fruit of Satisfaction.

Contrition also bears a seed of grace, whose heat draws men to

God. (Simile of the child and his mu'se's milk.)

Penance is the tree of life (p. 596).

Four Points to be known about Contrition

:

1. What it is ; 2. the causes that move a man to it ; 3. how to

be contrite ; 4. what it avails the soid (p. 597).

2. The 6 Causes that should move a man to Contrition

:

a. Remembrance of Sins (p. 597-8).

b. Whoso does sin is the Thrall of Sin (p. 598-99).

c. Dread of the Day of Doom and the Pains of Hell (p. 599—604).

These described : the Doom (p. 599-600) ; Job's ' lond of

mysese and of derknesse' (p. 600-1) ; the 3 shames in hell

against (1) ' Honours, (2) delices, and (3) richesses' (p. 611)

;

poverty in 4 things : no treasm-e, food, clothing, or friends

(p. 602) ; and no cielights of the 5 senses. Tlie pain shall be

eternal (p. 603). Hell is orderless (p. 603-4). The 7 causes

why the damnd have lost all hope (p. 604).

d. Remembrance of the good works we've left undone, and the

loss of the good works done while we were in sin (p. 604-6).

Deadly sin wipes out all good works formerly done (p. 605)

;

and no good works can be done in deadly sin (p. 605-6).

The new French song, J'ai tout 'perdu rtion tenvps (also

quoted in Chaucer's late poem of Fortune).

43 (for coiirus 603)
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e. Remembrance of Christ's suffering for our sins (p. 606). In
man's sin, every ordinance is turnd up-so-down (p. 607).
For this disorder Chiist sufferd (p. 608).

/. The hope of 3 things : 1. Forgiveness of Sins, 2. the Gift of
Grace to do well, 3. the Glory of Heaven (p. 609).

3. How to be contrite. Contrition must be imiversal and total

:

for sins of thought, for desires agamst God's law, for wicked
words as well as wicked deeds (p. 610). Contiition must be
angwishous and continual (p. 609-11).

4. How Contrition helps the soul. It sometimes delivers a man
from sm ; destroys the prison of hell ; cleanses the soul ;

changes the son of Wrath to the son €vf Grace (p. 611-12).

PAET II (no. V. cmtinued).

B. COiTFESSION (THE 2nd REQUISITE FOR PENITENCE)
(p.|612—679).

B. Confession. § 1. (1. 317) 'what is confession' (p. 612).

§ 2. ' wheither it oghte nedes be doon or noon ' (p. 672-9).

§ 3. ' whiche thynges been couenable to v^>'ray Confession ' (p.
674-79).

CONFESSION, § 1.

1. 'Confession is verray shewynge of synnes to the preest'
(1. 318) (p. 612). We must understand too

a. (1. 321) ' whennes tlmt synnes spryugen ' (p. 612—15).
b. 'how they encreessen' (p. 615-16; 672-74).
c. 'whiche thev been' (p. 616—672).

I. a. Sm sprang from the fall of Adam (p. 612). The legend of
Adam and Eve told (p. 613). From Adam we took Original
Sin, and were born sons of eternal damnation ; but Baptism
rescues us ; though we keep liabiUty to temptation, or Con-
cupiscence (p. 613-14).

Co7icupisce7ice, or the noiu'ishing and occasion of sin. St Paul
and St Jerome's temptations (p. 614-15).

l.b. How Sin grows in a man. 1. by Concupiscence; 2. Subjec-
tion to the Devil; 3. Hesitation; 4. Poing, the Sin be-
coming Actual (p. 615-16).

I.e. Sin is a. venial, (3. deadly (or mortal).
a. 1. Venial Sin defined. It skips into Deadly Sin. (Simile

of the di-ops of water into a vessel's hold di'owning
the ship ;) (p. 616).

13. 1. Deadly Sin defined (p. 617).
a. 2. Of divers small venial sins, hardly thought sins (p. 617-

18) ; eating, diinking, talking, too much ; using yom-
wife too much ; not visiting the sick (p. 617) ; talking
vanities at chm^ch, &c. (p. 618). Cure of venial sins

by love to Christ, prayer, confession, good works, re-

ceiving the Sacrament, holy-water, &c. (p. 618).
I.e. /3. 2. The Seven Deadly Sins. The Chieftains, head and

spring, of all other Sins (p. 619).
i. Pride (p. 619-26), and its Remedy (p. 626-8).

ii. Envy (p. 628-30), and its Remedy (p. 630-1).

iii. Ire or Anger (p. 631-42), and its Remedy (p. 642-5).

iv. Accidie or Sloth (Discontent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), and
its Remedy (p. 650-1).

V. Avarice or Covetousness (p. 651-7), and its Remedy
(p. 657-8).

vi. Gluttony (p. 658-9), and its Remedy (p. 660).
vii. Lechery (p. 660-8), and its Remedy (p. 668-72).

i. Pride (p. 619—626). Its 16 (and more) Twigs. 1. Disobedience,
2. Boasting, 3. Hypocrisy, 4. Despite, 5. Arrogance (p. 619),
6. Impudence, 7. Swelling of Heart (rejoicing in harm done),
8. Insolence, 9. Elation, 10. Impatience, 11. Contumacy, 12.

(for corpus G03 a)
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Presumption, 13. Irreverence, 14. Pertinacity, 15. Vaiu-glory,

16. Jangling (chattering).

A private kind of pride (the Host's Wife's and Wife of Bath's 0,
wanting to go to offering first, &c. (p. 620).

Two kinds of Pride, a. ' within man's heart ', h. without ; h. being
the sign of a., ' as the gaye leefsel atte Taverne is sign of the
wyn that is in the Celer'- (p. 620-21), 6. outside pride.

a. in dear clothing, 1. supei-fluity of it : its cost, furring, chisel-

holes, dragging in the dung, waste of material (p. 621), un-
fitness for giving to the poor : 2. scantness of it : showing
men's privy members, and buttocks (hke a she-ape's rumi)),

and the former as half-flayd, in parti-colourd hose^. The
'outrageous array of Women' (p. 623).

/8. in horses (p. 623), and vicious grooms to tend 'era; plate-

harness, &c.

y. in household : keeping too many retainers or servants, who
oppress the poor (p. 624).

S. in table : not asking the poor to feasts ; having burning and
ornamented dishes*; too costly cups, &c., and too choice
minstrelsy (p. 624).

What Pride sins are deadly, and what venial (p. 624).

The Sources of Pride (p. 624) : goods of Nature, Fortune, Grace

(p. 624). The Folly of Pride in any of these goods of Nature :

* we ben alle of o fader and of o mooder, and . . of o nature '
^.

The general signs of Gentleness. (The flies calld 'bees', and
then- stiugless king) (p. 625) ; 3 gifts of Grace ; 3 of Fortune.
The brittleness of popular praise*^ (p. 626).

The Eemedy against Pride.
Humility or Meekness, and its 3 kinds: in 1. heart, 2. mouth,

3. works. 4 kinds of each of these (p. 626-27).

ii. Envy (p. 627-30) : defined by the Philosopher and St Augustine.
It springs from Malice (p. 627).

Malice; 2 kinds of : 1. hardness of heart, or recklessness; 2. op-

posing truth (p. 627).

The 2 kinds of Envy (p. 628) : 1. sorrow at other men's prosper-

ity ; 2. joy at other men's harm : whence comes
Backbiting ; 5 kinds (p. 628) : 1. praise with a hut at the end; 2,

turning well-meant things upside down to ill ones ; 3. lessenhig

a neighbour's goodness ; 4. putting one man above another ; 5.

glad hstening to scandal (p. 628).

Grudging or murmuring (p. 628) : 1. against God (p. 629) ; 2.

Murmuring from avarice, 3. from pride, 4. from envy ; 5. among
Servants, who say 'the Devil's Paternoster' ; 6. Munuuring
from ire or hate : thence, a. Bitterness of Heart, h. Discord,

c. Scorning; d. Accusing (p. 629) ; e. Malignity (p. 630).

The Bem&dy against Envy (p. 630-31).

Love of God and one's neighbom". How a man shall love his

neighbour. Hoav an enemy is included in the name ' neigh-

bour' (p. 630). 3 Remedies of Love, against 3 deeds of Hate
(p. 631). Love is the medicine that casts out the venom of

Envy from man's heart (p. 631).

iii. Ire or Anger (p. 631-42), and its 2 kinds : a. good Ire or Wrath
(p. 632) ; b. wicked Ire, and its 2 kinds : suildeu ire, and ire

of malice aforethought (p. 632-33).

Three Shrews that forge in the Devil's furnace : Pride, Envy,
and Contumely (p. 633).

1 Melibe-Monk Link, B. § 11; and General Prologue, A.
~ Cliaueer's father no doubt had a sign outside his wine-shop or tavern in Thames

Street. London.
3 The outspoken and somewhat coarse abuse of the new fashions in dress is a great

change from Chaucer's admirable Third-Period chaflf of the moral short-comings of
the monks and friars, &c., in the Prologue and middle Tales. If this is not change of
man, it's change of mood.

4 Chaucer must have seen plenty of these when he was pnge, valet, and squire.
5 Compare Chaucer's Gentleness, &c. 6 Compare Clerk's Tale, Part VI, st. 135.

(for CORPUS 603 h)
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Wrath takes away a mau's wit and spiritual life (p. 634).

Fruits of Wrath : 1. Hate. 2. "War and wrong. 3. Manslaughter,

a. spiritual ; h. bodily (p. 634).

a. The 3 kinds of spiritual ^Manslaughter (3, calld 6 in IVTSS.

p. 634) : 1. by Hate. 2. by Backbiting. 3. Giving wicked
Counsel, by Fraud (p. 634).

h. bodily Manslaughter: slaying with youi' tongue, giving

orders or coimsel to slay a man (p. 634).

Manslaughter in deed : its 4 (that is, 7) kinds (p. 635) : 1. by law :

a Justice condemning a man to death ; 2. justifiable homicide,

in defence of one's o\yn. life ; 3. by misadventme : shooting an
arrow, &c. ; 4. a woman overlying her child ; 5. a man making
a woman barren by drinks, &c., killing the foetus Avithin her,

shedding his seed in the wrong place ; a woman killing the child

in her Avomb ; 6. a woman killing her child (after bh'th) for

shame ; 7. a man by lechery or bloAvs killing a foetus.

(Sixteen) other sins coming from Ire or Anger.

1. blaming or despising God, as hazarders do (Cp. Pardoner's
Tale) (p. 635j ; and those who treat of the Sacrament of

the altar m-everently (p. 636).

2. Attry anger : making angry false excuses for sin.

3. Swearing, which dismembers Christ (p. 636).

a. Of lawful Swearing, before a Judge : its 3 conditions, and
its motives ; b. God's name and Christ's, not to be taken

in vain (p. 637) ; c. swearing for gentility or manliness

(p. 63<S) ; d. SAvearing suddenly; e. of Adjuration and
Conjm"ati''n by enchanters and necromancers

; /. of

Divination by Dreams, &c.
; g. of Charms for Woimds

and Maladies (p. 638).

4. Lying (p. 638), and its 6 kinds.

5. Flattering. Hoav Flatterers ai'e the Devil's Nui'ses, his

Enchanters and Chaplains (p. 639).

6. Cursing that comes of irons heart : MaUson.

7. Chidmg and Reproach (p. 640); (specially a chiding wife')

(p. 640-41)

8. Scorning (p. 641).

9. Giving wicked Counsel

(p. 641).

10. SoAving and making Dis-

cord (p. 642).

11. Double tongue (p. 642).

12. Betraying of Counser (p.

642).

13. Menace.
14. Idle Avords.

15. Jangling (chattering) (p. 642)

.

16. Japing (joking) (p. 642-43).

The Remedy against Aiujer (p. 643-5). Debonairtee and Patience

(p. 643). Four kinds of grievances, and their remedies: 1.

wicked Avords, 2. loss of goods, '3. harm of body, 4. outrageous

labour (p. 644).

Incentives to Patience. Story of the Philosopher and Cliild

(p. 644-45). Obedience comes from Patience (p. 645).

iv. Accidie, or Sloth (Discontent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), is an enemy
to the 3 states of man,— 1. innocence (p. 645), 2. prayer (p. 646),

3. grace;—and to one's livelihood. Its 12 bad consequences (p.

646) : 1. Sloth (and its remedy) ; 2. Dread to begin good works

(p. 646) ; 3. Wanhope, or Despair (and its Remedy) (p. 647) ; 4.

Somnolence (p. 648), and 5. Negligence, or 6. Recklessness, and

the Remedy for each ; 7. Idleness ; 8. Tarditas, or tarrying

before tm-ning to God (p. 649); 9. Lachesse, or giving up a

good work begim ; 10. Coldness; 11. Undevotion; 12. Worldly

sorrow (p. 649).

The Remedy against Accidie (p. 650-51) : Fortitude or Strength,

and its 5 kinds. 1. Magnanimity- or great Courage ; 2. Faith

or Hope; 3. Assurance; 4. Magnificence; 5. Constancy (p.

651).

1 Does Chaucer here refer to liis former wife?
2 Miswiitten 'Magnificence' in Ellesmeve and Lansdowne MSS.

(for corpus 604)
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V. Avarice (p. 651-57). The difference between Avarice and Covet-
ousness (p. 651) ; and between an Idolater and an avaricious
man (p. 652). Of Covetousness, and lords' extortion from their
bondmen : "humble folk been Cristes freendes" (p. 652-53). The
Duty of lords to their thralls or churls. Of those that pillage
Holy Church (p. 653-54) ; lords who plunder the poor are hke
wolves (p. G54:). Of Deceit between jVIerchant and Merchant
(p. 654). Of honest bodily Merchandise (the surplus of one
country may be sent to help another) (p. 654). Of spiritual
Merchandise, or Simony, and its 2 kinds (p. 655),—thieves that
steal Christ's souls get Uvings (p. 655-56) ;—Hasardry or Games
of Chance (p. 656). Other outcomes of Avarice (p. 656) : I. Lying,
2. Theft (bodily and spiiitual) (p. 656-57), 3. False Witness,
4. False Oaths (p. 657).

The Eemedy against Avarice (p. 657) : Mercy and Pity, and reason-
able Liberality (p. 658). Of foolish largess (p. 658).

vi. Gluttony (p. 658-59), and its 5 kinds (p. 659) : 1. Drunkenness,
or the burial of man's reason ; 2. a troubled spirit ; 3. bad way
of eating ; 4. distemperd bodily humours ; 5. forgetfulness. Or,
as St Gregory says, 1. eating too soon ; 2. eating too dehcate
food ; 3. taking too much ; 4. troubling too much about cooking
food ; 5. eating greedily : these are the 5 fingers of the devil's

hand (p. 659).

The Eemedy against Gluttony (p. 660) : Abstinence, and its fellows.

Temperance, Shame, Content with plain food, Moderation, So-
berness, Sparing (p. 660).

vii. Lechery (p. 660). Its punishment in the Old Testament (p.

660). Adultery, and the desire of it (p. 661-62).

The 5 fingers of the Devil's other hand (p. 662) ; 1. foolish look-
ing; 2. villainous touching; 3. foul words; 4. kissing (old do-
tards, and dry dogs at a rose-tree (p. 662) ; and how a man should
love his wife) ; 5. the stinking deed of lechery (p. 663). Its
kinds : 1. Fornication. Taking a maid's maidenhead, or lOOtli

fruit (p. 663). 2. Adultery, defined. 3. Harms following from it :

a. breaking of faith ; h. theft (of the wife's body from her hus-
band (Joseph and Potiphar's wife), and of her soul from Chiist)

;

c. breaking God's commandment, and defouling Christ (p. 664).
Of Harlots and Bawds (p. 665). Adultery is set between Theft
and Manslaughter. More kinds of Adultery: 1. by Men bound
by Religious Vows, &c. ; 2. those in Holy Orders (p. 665).
Lecherous Priests are like a free Bull in a town, and they eat
raw flesh of folk's wives and daughters (p. 666) ; 3. by man and
wife copulating for pleasure only (p. 667) ; 4. copulation with
kinsfolk, spiritual (or godchildren) or fleshly (blood relations).

5. the abominable unmentionable sin ; 6. Pollution, of 3 kinds

:

I. too rank humours; 2. weakness (p. 667); 3. evil thouoht^
(p. 668).

The Remedyfor Lechery (p. 668) : I. Chastity and Continence.
1. in Marriage. (The true eftect of JMarriage. One husband to
have one wife (p. 668). How a man should behave to his wife

(p. 669). How the wife should be subject to her husband (p.

669), and be moderate in behaviour, discreet in words, &c. (p.

669-70). The 3 causes for which man and wife may copulate

(p. 670) : a. begetting of cliildren ; h. to pay the mutual debt of
their bodies; c. to avoid lechery (p. 670). The 4th cause,
pleasure, is deadly sin (p. 670-71).)

2. In Widowhood; 3. Virginity (p. 671).

11. Special avoidance of causes of lechery : a. eating and di'ink-

ing ; long sleeping ; b. the person who'd tempt you (p. 671-72).
(I wish I could tell you the Ten Commandments ; but it's

too high doctrine (p. 672).) [End of Confession, § 1, c]
Sm is in heart, mouth, deed, by the 5 Wits (p. 672).

(for CORPL^S (504 <i)
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^ l.b. (see p. 615-16.) The 7 Circumstances that encrease or aggravate
sms (p. 672). 1. the person who sms (male or female, &c.)

;

2. the kind of sin (fornication or homicide) ; 3. the place it

was committed in (as in a church, by a priest) (p. 673) ; 4. for

what motive ; 5. the nimiber of times it was committed ; 6.

by what temptation ; 7. how it was committed ; and all other
cii'cumstances (p. 674).

CONFESSION, § 2, § 3 (p. 674-79).

rrojitable Co7ifessioji, and its 4 (= 3) Conditio?is (p. 674)

:

1. sorrowful bitterness of heart (p. 67-4) ; its 5 signs: a. shame-
fastness (hke the Publican's) (p. 675) ; b. humility; c. fulness

of tears (p. 675) ; d. no hesitation (like the Magdalen) for

shame; e. obedience to receive penance laid on you (p. 675).

2. speedy Confession (p. 676) ; its 4 Conditions : /. that it be
well thought over

; g. the greatness and number of sins must
be understood ; h. the sinner must be contrite, and i. avoid
occasions of sins.

3. Shrift must be made to one man, not more (p. 676).

True Shrift, and its 10 Conditions (p. 677) : 1. that it be of free

will ; 2. that it be lawful (both sinner and priest, Popish) ; 3.

that it be not despau-ing of Christ's mercy; 4. that a man
accuse himself only, and not another ; 5. that it be not lying

(accusing oneself of sins never committed) (p. 678) ; that it be
by one's own mouth, and not by letter ; 7. that the sin be not
painted with fan- words ; 8. that the shrift be to a discreet

priest ; 9. that the shrift be not made for vain-glory, but for

fear of Christ ; 10. that the shrift be not made suddenly, for a
joke (p. 678). You may be shriven more than once for the same
sin ; and should be houseld once a year (p. 679).

PAET III {no. V. continued, and no. vi.).

SATISFACTION (THE 3rd REQUISITE FOR PENITENCE)
(p. 679—684).

In a. Alms. j3. bodily pimishment.

«. Alms arid its three kitids (p. 679) : 1. Contrition of heart. 2.

Pity for one's neighbour's faults. 3. Giving good counsel to

other's souls and bodies (food, visits in prison, bmial). These
Alms should be done privily, if possible (p. 680).

/3. Bodily Punishment {Penance), of 4 kituls : 1. Prayers

(chieriy of the Paternoster, whose expoimding I leave to Mas-
ters of Theology) (p. 680). 2. Watching, and its 3 kmds:
forbearing, a. meat and drink, h. worldly johity, and c.

deadly sin (p. 681). 3. Fasting, and its 4 kinds : Liberality to

poor folk ; spiritual gladness of heart ; not grudging at fasting

;

reasonable eating. 4. Virtuous teachings, or Discipline : a.

by word, writing, or example ; h. by wearing hairshirts., &c.,

next yom- sldn, scourging yom'seK, takmg evils and injuries

patiently (p. 682). [End of no. v. in Part i ; p. 593.]

vi. The 4 Thmgs that disturb Penance [no. vi, or last §, of p. 593

at foot] (p. 682). 1. Dread, and its remedy. 2. Shame, and
its remedy. 3. Hope : a. of long life, and h. consequent over-

confidence in Christ's mercy (p. 683). 4. Wanhope, or Despair

of Mercy ; its 3 kinds : x. from great and long continued sin

;

y. froin falls-back into sin ; z. from not being able to persevere

m goodness (p. 683).

The fruit of Penance (p. 683-4).

EPILOGUE.
The Author's Leave-taking, and Lament over, and Withdrawal cf,

liis Sinful 13'joks, &c. (p. 684-85).

(for courus GOi l)
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[^There are no breaks in the 3IS. Tt/rwhltfs arc hejJt here to

prevent slight differences in the texts throwing the Six-Text

out of gear.']

[ArcJi. Seld. B. 14, Uaf 268, Bodleian Lihrary.']

[And
next folowyng bigynnetli his tale.

[75]

Oure swete lord god of heuen / that no man wol

pe/-isshe / but wol that we come alle to the

knewleche of him / and to the blisful liif

that is perdurable / [76] amonesteth vs bi the

p?'ophete lerome that seith in this wise / % Jerome . state

rn T»- f*--,*. super vias . &c,

[77J stonditn vppon the weyes and seetn and axetn

of olde pathes / that is to seie ^of olde sentences /

whiche is the good weye / [78] a7id walketh in that weye /

and ye shulle fynde refresshynge / for youre soules //

[79] Many ben the weyes spm7uel that leden folke

to oure lord ihesu criste and to the regno of glorie //

[80] Of whiche weyes ther is a ful noble weye / arid a

ful couenable weye / whiche may not fayle to man ne to

woman / that thorugh synne hath mysgoon / fro the right

weye of lerusalem celestial / [81] and this weie is cleped

penaunce / of whiche men shulde gladly herken and

enqueren / with al here herte / [82] to wete what is pen-

aunce / and wherfore it is cleped penaunce / and in how

many manere ben the accions of worchinge of penaunce /

[83] and how many spicis ther ben of penaunce / and

whiche thinges apperteyne and bihoven to penaunce / and

whiche thinges distorben pena?ice /

ARCH. SELD. B. 14 (for Corpus 605) (O-T. 503) [Mf268, bk]
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[84] Seint Ambrose seitfi that penaunce is the

pleynynge of man for the gilt that he hath don and no

more to do any thing / for whiche him aught to pleyne /

[85] And som Doctor seith / penaunce is the weyment-

ynge of man that sorowith for his synne / and peyneth

him-selff for he hath mys-dou?^ / [S6] penaunce with

ce/*teyne circumstaunce / is verry repentaunce of man that

halt liim-selff in sorow and other j^eyne for his giltes /

[87] And for he shal be verry penitent / he shal first

biwailen the synne that he hath dowi / and stedfastly

purposen in his herte to haue shrifft of mouthe / and to

don satisfaccion / [88] and neuere to do thmg for whiche

him ought more to waile / or to compleyne / and to con-

tenue in goode werkes / or ellis his repentaunce may nat

availe / [89] For as seint Isidor seith / he is a laper and

a gabber and no verry repentaunte / that efft-sone doth

thing / for whiche him ought to repent [90] weping /

and nought for to stinte to do synne / may not availe [91] but

natheles men shulde hope / that at eue?y tyme that a man

falleth be it neuere so offt / that he may arise thorugh pen-

aunce if he haue grace / but certeynely ^it is grete doute /

[92] ffor as seith seint Gregory / vmiethes ariseth he oute

of his synne / that is charged with the charge of euel vsage /

[93] And ther-fore repentyng folke that stmte for to

synne / and forlete synne / or synne for-lete hem / Holy

enirche holt hem seker of here saluaciou?^ [94] And

he that stinteth and verrily repenteth him in his last

ende / Holy chirche yit hopeth his saluacion bi the grete

mercy of oure lord ihesu for his repentaunce / but

taketh the seker weye that is certeyne //

[95] And now sithen I haue declared yow whath

thinge is penaunce / Now shulne ye vnderstonde that ther

ben thre accions of penaunce / [96] The first is

if a man be baptized after that he hath don

synne / [97] seint Austyn seith / but he be penitent

for his olde synful liff / he may nat bigynne / the newe

akch. seld. b. 14 (for Corpus 6O6) (6-t. 59i) [Ueafioaj
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clene liff / [98] for certes if lie be baptised withouto

penaunce of his olde gilte'^he resceivith the marke of

baptime / but not the grace ne the remission of his

synnes / til he haue verry repentaunce // [99] Another

defaute is this / that men don dedely syn'ne / after that

thei haue received baptime / [100] The thrid defaute

is / that men fallen in venial synnes / affter here baptime /

Austyne fro day to day / [loi] therof seith Seynt Austyne /

that the penaunce of goode and hup^^^alke Tvff^

penaunce of euery daie //
/" ^ of rjjj^

^

-'/r^^

[102] The spices of penaunce jbti JfkJFeTy J|4i«4 ^oii

of hem is solempne / Another Vo^ne /o^a ilro * *

thride prive / [103] Thilke penah^t^-^^E^Pin'Ss'lJ^JV'

lempne is in two maners / as is to be put out of holy

chirche in lente for slaughter of children / and sucho

manere thinge / [104] Another is whan a man

Seiden e:r^rac^ hath synned openly^] 2 oft which synne jje fame is openly

|» Corpus 6e^i«s] spoken ill ]?e contre U And ]?eiine holy chirche by lugge-

I

me;if destreigne]? him for to do peiiance o]3en. [105]
'

Som jDenance is Jiaf prestes enioygnen me cow^muuly in

certein caas as for to gon perauenture naked in

pylgrimage or bare foot^ [i°6] ^ Pruie penaunce is

Jjilke j^at* men don alday for priue synnes of^ whiche

we schryuen vs pryuyly and resceyuen priue penance

[107] H ^ow sclialt* jjou vnderstavide what^ byhouej?

and is necessarie to verray p^?-fyte pena?mce U and jjese

standen on ]?re ]}inges [108] H Contricioii of* herte U Con-

fession of mou]) // and Satisfaccioii [109] U ffor which

|[ Gresostom!<s saij) lohn Gresostoim^s IT Penitence destreignej? man

to accepte benignely euery peyiie J?at* is him enioyned

wij) contric/on of* herte and schrift^ of* mowj) wij? satis-

faccioii and in werching< of* alle maner humilite [no]

U And ]jis is fruytful penytence a3ein J)re Jjinges in whiche

we wraji])en oure lord ihesu c?'/st* [in] j^is is to sayn

by delyt/ in jjenking* By rechelesnesse in speking*

H By wicked synful worching* [112] U And a3eins ])ise

ARCH. SELD. B. 14, AND CORPUS 607 (6-T. 595) P Corpus, leaf 262]
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wikkede gultes is penitence Jjat^ may be likened vnto a tre

[113] ^ The rote of* ]ns tre is contricion J)af huydejj

liim in Jje herto of* him })af is verray repentanf Right^ as

po roote of* a tree liuydej) him in pe erjje [114] ^ Of* pe

roote of* contricion springe]) a stalke J)at* here]) braunches

and leues of* co?^fe3sion and fruyt* of* satisfaccioii [115]

U ffor whiche crist* sai]) in pe gospelle Do]? digne fruyt* of*

penitence U ffor by ]jis fruyte may men knowe J)is

tree and nou^t^ by Jjo roote ]5at* is hidde in ]je herte

of* a man) ne by pQ braunches ne by ]je leeues of* confession

[116] ^ And ]je?'fore oure lord ihe^u c?'^st* sai]j Jjus U By

jje fruyt* of* hem schuln 36 knowe hem. [117] of* fis

roote springe]) a seed of* grace Jje which seed is

mooder of* sikernesse and ]jis seed is egre and hoof

[118] U ])e grace of* J)is seed sprmge]; of* god ])orough Jje re-

me?7ibrance of* pe day of* doome and on J)e peynes of*

helle [119] U Of* pis matiere sai]) Salamon H ])at* in Jje

drede of* god man forlete]? his synne [120] U The hete

of* ])is seed is Jje loue of* god and pe desirynge of* pe

ioye perdurable [121] fis hete drawe]) pQ herte of*

man to god and do]) him hate h;s synne [122] ^ ffor

soplj per is no J)ing* }iat* sauoure]) so wel a childe

as pQ mylk* of* his norice ^ ne no ])ing* is to him more abhom-

inable J)en ]>ilke mylk* whan it is medled wij)

o])er mete [123] U Eight* so synful man pat* loue])

his synne him seme]) })at* it* is to him most* sweete / of*

any ping* [124] U but* fro pat* tyme pat* he louep sadly

oure lord ihesu cr/st* and desirep pe lyff perdurable per

nys to him more abhominable [125] U ffor

sope pe lawe of* god is p.e loue of* god U ffor which

Aauidi. pe prophete saip U I haue loued py lawe ^and hated

wikkednesse & haten. he pat* louep god kepep his lawe

and his word [126] U This tree saugh pe prophete Danyel

in spirit* vpon pe auysion of* Nabugodonosor when he couii-

seiled him to do penitence [127] U Penaunce is pe tre

of lyf to hem pat* it* resceyuen And he p«t* haldep him

CORPUS 608 (G-T. 596) [Mcaf 262, back]



SIX-TEXT 597
GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Corpus MS. GOO

rerray penitenf is blessed after po sentence ofsaio>»on.

Salo??zon

[128] H In Jjis penitence or contricion man schal vn-

derstonde .iiij. jjingesf J^at^ is to say what^ is co?itricion

And wliiclie ben J?e causes paf meuen a man to con-

tricion and how lie schulde be contrite and what^ con-

tricion avayled to po soule [129] Jeanne it* is jjus

}ay contricion is pa verray sorwe ])a,f a man resceyuej?

in liis lierte for his synnes wij? sadde purpos to schryuen

him) and to do penaiince / and neuer more to don synno

[130] and Jiis sorwe schal ben in }?is maneres as sai]?

Seint* Bernard U hit^ schal be greuous and heuy and ful Bemanius

scharp and poynanf in herte [131] H ffirst* for a man ha])

agilt* liis lord and his creatour ^ And more scharp and

poynanf for he ha]7 agulf his fader celestial [132] ^ And
3et^ more scharp and poynant H ffor he hajj wra])]jed and

agilt* him Jjat^ bought* him fiat* with his precious blood

ha]) deliuered vs fro pQ bandes of synne and fro pQ

cruelte of J)e deuel and fro pe peynes of helle

[133] II These causes ])at* oughten to meuen a man to con-

tricion ben vj ^ ffirsf a man schal remembre him of .vj. causes

his synnes [134] but* loke J?at ])ilke remem-

brance be to him no delyte by no wey : but* gret* schame

& sorwe for his gulte U ffor lob sai]) ^ Synful men don lob

werkes wor])y of co^^fessioun) . [135] ^ And perioie sai])

Ezechie H I wol remembre me alle ])e 3eres of my lyff Ezeciueie

in bitternesse of lajn herte H [136] And god sai]) in

]?apocalips U Remembre]) 30W fro whennes paV ^e ben Apocai/2)3

falle U ffor biforn J)at* tyme fat* ^e synned ^e were fe

children of god and lymes of fe regno of god [137] H But*

for 30ure synne 30 ben waxe J)ralles and foule and

membres of fe feende / hate of aungeles sclamidre of holy

chirche and foode of fe false serpent* pe?'petuel mateere

of fe furye of helle [138] H and fat* more foul and abhom-

inable ffor 30 trespassen so often tyme as do]) ])e hound

fat* tome]) to eten his spuyng* [139] and 3et*

CORPUS 609 (6-T. 597)
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ben 36 foulere for ^oure longe continaunce in synne and

30ure synful vsage for whiclie 30 ben roten in 3oiire

synne as a beeste in liis dunge [140] Suche maner of''

J}oii3tes maken a man liaue scliame for liis synne

.-ciiiei and no delite as god sai]) by jje p?'opb.ete Ezecliiel

[141] U 36 schuln reniembre 30W of ^oure weyes and ]:!ey

schuln displese 30W sojiely ^ Synnes ben jje weyes j^at'

leden foUv' to lielle

[142] U The secounde cause that' oughte to make a man

to haue disdeyne of' synne is ])is j^af as sai]} seinf

Petrw* petre who so ^doj) synne is j^ralle of' synne and

synne putte]? a man in gret* jjraldom [143] and Iper-

fore saij3 ]>& prophete Ezechiele I wente sorwful in

desdeyn of' myself' Certes wel aughte a man

haue disdeyne of synne and Avij^drawe him fro paf

seneka j^raldom and vilenye [144] ^ And lo whaf sai]) Seneca

in ]?is matiere he sai]? Ipiis Though I wiste ])af nej'per god

ne ma?2 ne schulde neuere knowen it/ i ^et*

wolde I haue disdeyne for to do synne. [145] And ]:&

same Seneka sei]) U I am born to grettere ]?inges

]:an to be Jiralle to my body

.

[146] More ]3ralle may no man ne

no womman make of* his bodyf Jian 3eue his body

to synne [147] ^ And were if pe foulesf cheerl or ]?e

foulesf wo??zma??- paf lyue]? and lesf of value 3ef is he

changed and mosf foule and more in seruitute [148] euer

fro })e heilier degre ]:af man falle]? ]?e more is he

Jiralle and more vnto god and to IpQ worlde vile and abhom in-

able [149] H goode god wel aughte men haue disdeyne

of* synne . se]?]?en ]:at' })urgh synne ]?er he was free

now is he maked bonde / [150] and Jjerfore seip seinf

austyn ^ If' pou haue desdeigne of' ])j seruafit/ if' he

agilf or synned . haue ]?ou ]:anne disdeyne IpaV ]]ou

]:i self' schuldesf do synne [151] Take reward of' ])j

value ]?af ]5ou ne be to foid to Ipin value ne self' [152]

H Alias wel oughten ])ey ])anne haue disdeyn to be

CORPUS 610 (6-T. 598) [ileaf2C3]
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seruant3 and jjralle to synne and sore ben aschamed

of* hemself* [153] U pat* god of* liis endeles goodnesse

haj3 sef hem in lieili astate or 3euen hem wi)) streng)je

of* body hele. beaute. prosperite / [154] and

bought* hem fro ))e deth wij? his herte blood ]?af

J)ay so vnkyndely a^eihs his gentilnesse quyten him so

vileynesly to slaughter of* here owne soules [155] IT

goode god 3e wo77imen )?at* ben of* so gret* beaute

Eemembreth 30U of* ])& prouerbe of* Salamon ^ he seij? 1 saiamon

[156] he likenej) a fair womman pat* is a fool of* hire body

y-like to a rynge of* golde j^at* werith in ])e groyne of* a sowe

[157] ^ ffo^^ J'ig^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^® wrote]) in euery ordure so

wrote)) sche hire beaute in stynkynge ordure of* synne

[158] ^ The J^ridde cause ])at* ouglite to meuen a man «T[iij-eaKm

to contricion is drede of* J)e day of-* doome and of* Ipe

horrible peynes of* helle [159] H ffor as seint* lerom sai]? 'i Jero7umtis

H At* euery tyme J?at* me remembre]? of* ])e day of* doome I

quake. [160] ffor whan I ete or drinke or do Avhaf so I

do f euere seme]? me ])at* ])e trompe sownejj in my?z eere

.

[161] EiseJ) vp pat* ben deede and come]) to pe

luggement* [162] of* goode god mechel aughte a man to

drede such a luggeme^it* pere as we schuln ben aMe

as seij) seint* Poule byfore ])e strete of* oure lord ihesu

crisf [163] wher as he schal maken a gene/-al con-

gregacion wher as no man may ben absent* [164] ffor

certes pere ne auayle]) non essoyne ne excusacion

[165] 'And nou3t* only pat* oure defautes- schullen ben

y-Iuged H but* eek" pat* alle oure werkes schuln openly

ben knowen[i66] and as pat* saip Seint* bernard. per ne Bemardus

schal no pledynge auayle ne no sleighte we schullen 3euen

rekenyng* of* eue?7 ydel word [167] ^ Ther schuhi we haue

a lugge pat* may nought / be deceyued ne corupt*. And why f

ffor certes alle oure poughtes ben discouered as to him

ne for prayere. ne for meede he wil not* ben corrupte

[168] H And perfore saith Salamo?^ H The wrappe of* god sa\amon

wol nought* ben corrupte And perfore saith SalamoTZ pewreche

CORPUS 611 (6-T. 599)
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of* god no wol nought^ spare no wiglit^ for praier ne for 3 ifto

•fl And fierforo at^ ])0 day of^ doom J^er nys non hope to eskape

Anseimjw [^^9] AVlicrfore as sei]? Anselme U fful gret^

anguyssche schuln ])o synful folk" haue at' faf tymo

[i 70] 51 Ther schal be ])e sterne and Jje wroth Inge sitte aboiio

And vnder him jje orrible putte of^ helle to de-

struye him j^at* mot' byknowe his synnes whiche

synnes openly ben schewed byforn god and biforn

euery creature [171] and on J^e liff syde moo deeueles

]?an Jib herte may Jiinke for to harye and to drawe

J)e sinful soides to ])q pyne of' helle [172] and ^Y^th

Inne Jie hertes of' folk" schal be J^e bytyng' Conscience

II And wi])Oute for]) schal be ))e world al brennyng'

[173] U Winder schal ]?enne Jje wrecched synful soule fflee

to huyde him f Certes he may nou3f huyde him . he moste

come for]) and schewe him [174] 5f ffor certes as sai]?

seinf leiom // The er])e schal caste him ouf of' him

and J)e see also and pe aier also fiaf schal ben ful of^

))ondir clappes and lightcnynges [175] U Now soply

who so wol remembre him of' J^ese Jiingcsf I gesso

faf his synnes schal nought* turne him in to delyte buf to gref

sorwe for drede of' j^e pepie of' helle [176] and ])er-

•lob. fore saij) lob to god H Suffre lord f>af I may a while

bywayle and wepe er I go and weepe wijjouten retournjiig' to

])0 derke lande couered wij? J^e derknesse of' de]? [177]

to Jie land of' mysese and of' derkenesse where as is

schadewe of^ deth wher as j^er nys non oJ}er or-

dinance buf grisly drede ))af euer schal laste [178]

II Lo heere may 30 seen Jiaf lob p?'eyede respite a while

exempium to bywepe and wayle his trespas H ffor soo]?ly 00 day of*

respite is bettre Jian alle ]>& tresour of ])is world [i 79] II And
-^ for as moche as man may quyte himself' biforn god

by penitence in yis world and noughf by tresour U Jierfore

schulde he preye to god to 3iue him respyf a while to

byweepen and byweylen his trespas // [180] II ffor certes al

Ipe sorwe j^af a man mighte make fro ]}c Begynnyng'

COllPUS 612 (6-T. 600)
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of* ])0 world nys but* alytel Jjing* at* ]?g regarde of ]?e sorwo

of* hello [i8i] H The cause why ])at* lob clepej? hello

J}e lond of* derknessesf [182] YnderstondetJi Jiat* he

clepe]? it* lande of* erjje H ffor it is stable and neue?* schal

faile ^derknes U ffor he fat* is iii helle ha]? defaute of*

light* material [183] U ffor certes pQ derke light* jjat* schal

come out* of* ])& fiiyre fat* euer schal brenne schal turne /

him al to peyne U fat* is in helle ffor it* schewef him to f

e

Orible deueles fat* him tormenten [184] couered wif

fe derknesse of* def [

[185I • • •

710 gap ill tliG MS.^ ben fe synnes fat* fe wrecchede man

haf don whiche fat* distourben him to se fe face

of* god Eight* as a derk* clowde bitwixen hous and fe
Q^empiura

Sonne- [186] lond of* myssese by cause fat* fer ben

fre maneres of* defautes a3eins fre finges fat foll^:*

of fis world han in fis present lyf* fat* is to say

honoures delices and richesse [187] a3eins honour

han fey in helle / schame and confusion [188] H ffor wel 30

wite fat* men clepen honour fe reuerence faf men

don to man ^ But* in helle is non honour ne reuerence

U ffor certes nomore reuerence schal be do to a

king* fan to a knaue [189] H ffor which god saif by textzts

fe p?-ophefe lerem/e ^ Thilke folk* fat* me despysen schuln leremie /

ben in despite [190] H Honour is eelv* cleped gret* wor-

schipe fer schal no "svight* seruen ofer U But* of* harme and

torment, honoz^r is eek* cleped gret* dignite and heigh-

nesse ^ But* in helle schullen feyben alle fortrodenof* deueles

[191] as god saif ^ fe Orrible deueles schuln gon &
comen vpon fe heedes of^ dampned folic* U And fis

is for as meche as fe heyer fat* fey weren in fis present*

lyff/f fe more schuln fey ben abated and defouled in

helle [192 J U a3eins fe riche of* fis world schullen

fey haue mysese of* pouerte and fis pouert* schal be

.iiij. finges [193] ^ In defaute of* tresour of* which

CORPUS C13 (6-T. 60]) L^leaf2Gi]
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Dauid sai]? H The riclie folk* paf enbraceden and Oneden

in al here herte to tresour of* ])is Tvorld schuUen slepe / in J?e

slepvng^ of*' dep as no ]]ing< schuki jjey fjnden in

here handes of* alle here tresour [194] U And more oner ]?e

myseyse of* helle schal ben in defaute of* mete &
drinke [195] ftbr god saijj pus by moyses U pej schidn

be wasted wi]} hunger and pe briddes of* helle schuln

deiioure him wij? bitter dep and pe galle of te

dragon [ no gap in the MS.]

here morselle [196] and for]?er ouer here

mysayse schal ben in defaute of* clo])ing* U ffor ])ey schuln

be naked in body as of* clo))ing* saue ]>q fuyre in whiche

J)ey bremie and oper fil]:es [197] and naked schuln

)?ey ben of* soiile of alle maner ve/'tues which ]?at*

is ]:e* cloj^ing^ of* soule U AVhere be ]?enne pQ gay

robes and |?e softe schetes and j^e smale schertes . [198]

lo what sai]) god of hem by ]?e p/r/phe/e . Isaye

f That* vnder hem schuln be sti-awed mouthes H and here

coue^-tom-s schuln ben of* wormes of* helle [199] T and

ixxTper ouer here mysayse schal ben in defaute of*

freendes U ffor he is nought^ pou^'re j:)at* ha]) goode freendes

U But* ]?er is no freend [200] U ffor nei]?er god ne

creature schal be fiend to hem and euerych of* hem
schal haten o]?er ^wij? dedly hate [201] % )je sones of*

fe doughtren schullen rebellen a3eins fader and mooder

and kym-edes a3ein kynrede and chyden and despisen

eue/ich of* hem oj^er bo]?e day and night* as god sai])

by J?e prophefe. Michias . [202] and j^e lonynge children

j^at* whilom loueden so fleissly eue/ich o]:er U "Wolden

eue/'ich of* hem eten o])er if* j?ay mighte [203] ^ ffor how

scholde ]:eylouen hem to gydere in pQ peynes of* helle IT Whan
))ey hateden euerich of* hem ope'r in j^e prospe^-ite of* ]:is lyf*

[204] 5i ffor truste wel here fleisschly loue was deedly hate

as saij? J^e prophe^e .daz^^d. U "Who so ]?at* loue]) wikked-

nesse he hate]? his soule [205] 11 And who so hate]?

his owen soule U certes he may loue non oper wight*
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in no manere [206] U And periore in hello is no

frenJschipe H but* euer j^e moro fleisshly kynredes

faf ben in hollef ])e more cursyng^. pe more chyd-

yngi and Jje more dedly hate ])er is among< hem

[207] H and iuvper oucr ])qj schullen haue defaute of alle

nianer delites H ffor why delices ben J?e appetites

of* ])& .V. wittes ^ as sight*, heeryng*. smellyng^. Sanor-

jng> . and touching' . [208] but* in helle here sighte schal be

ful of* derknesse and of* smoke and ful of*

teeres and here heerynge ful of* waymentynge and of*

gruntynge of* teej) as sai)j ihesu mst* [209] here nose I'les^s

priilles schuln ben ful of* stynke IT And as saip
^'^'^

Isaye ])e prophefe U here sauorynge schal be ful of* bitter

galle [210] and touching* of* here body ycouered

wij? fuyre ])at* neuer schal be quenched And wi]j wormes

fat* neuere / schullen deyen as god sai]? by ])e moujj of*

Isaye [211] U And for as moche as })ey schuln nou3t* wene'isay©

fat* fey may deyen for peyne and by here def flee fro

peyne fat* may fey vnderstonde in fe word of* lob

fat* saif . fer as is fe schadewe of* def [212] IT Certes

a schadewe haf fe liknes of* fe fing* of* which it / is

schadeweU but* schadewe nys nought* fesame fing* of*which it*

is schadewe [213] H right* so faref fe peyne of* helle hit* is

y-like def for fe anguyssche orrible And why U fi'or it*

peynef hem euere as fough men schullen deyen) anon But*

certes fey schuln nought* deyen [214] ^ ffor as saif seint"*

Gregory to wrecchede Caytyfs synful schal ben def wifouten

def and ende wifouten ende 'H And defaute wifouten

faylinge [215] H ffor here def schal alway lyue H And here

ende schal eueremorebegynne. and here defaute schal nought*

faile [216] H And fe?'fore saif Semi lohn loiiaMnes euawn.

euawngelist* H They schullen folwe def and fey schuln

nought* fynden him U and fey desiren to deye and def

schal flee fro hem [217] ^ And eek* lob saif fat* in helle lob

is non ordre of* reule. [218] and al be it* so fat* god haf

created alle fing* in right ordre and no fmg* wif-
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outen ordre H But^ alle ]?inges ben ordeigned ^and nom-'

bred H ^et na]?eles pey pat' ben dampned ben no

piiig* in ordre ne holden non ordre [219] H ifor J)e

er))e schal bere hem no fruyt' [220] ffor as \>e p?'ophefe

sai]) Dauid. god schal destruye pe fruyf of pe erthe as

fro hem Ne water schal 3eue hem no moysture ne

jje aier no refreissching^ . ne fuyr no light' [221] H ffor as

sai]) semf Basile ^ The brennyng' of* ])& fuyr of' j^is

world schal god 3enen in helle to hem Jjaf ben dampned

[222] U Biif ])Q light and ])Q clernesse schal be 30uen in

to heuene to his children U Rights as ]?e goode man ^eiu])

fleissh to his children and bones to his houndes [223]

II And for ])ey schullen haue non hope to eschape saij)

lob lob. af pe laste Ipat per schal horrour and grisly drede

dwelle wipouten ende [224] U horrour is alway drcde

of' harme paf is to come . and pis di'ede schal eue/-e dwelle

in pe hertes of' hem paf ben dampned If And pe/'fore

han pay lorne alle here hope for .vij. causes [225] ^ ffirsf

for god paf is here luge schal be wipoute?^ mercy to

hem, ne pey may noughf please him ne non of' his

lialwes ne pey may 3yue no ping' for here raunsofi

[226] ne pay haue no voys / to speke to him. Xe pey

may nou3f flee fro peyne . ne pay haue no goodnesse in

hem paf pay may schewe to delyue?-e hem fro peyne

Salomon [227] And perforo saip Salo?/ion ^ The wikkede man

deyep . and whan he is deed f he schal haue non hope to

eskape fro peyne [228] U Who so schame wel wolde vn-

derstande pese peynes and bepmke him wel paf he

hap disserued pilke peynes for his synnes Certes he

schulde haue more talenf to syke and to wepe. pen fur

to syngen and to pleye [229] H ffor as seip Salomo/i

IF Who so paf hadde pe science for to knowe po peynes paf

ben establissched and ordeyned for synne i he wolde make

sorwe. [230] pilke science as seip seinf austy?i

makcp a man to weymenten in his herte

iiii'"n capituium [231] ^ The .iiij°. poynf paf oughte make a man
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haue contricion is |)e sorweful remembraunce of Jjo

good })at/ he haj) lost/ to dooii hoere in er]:e and

eelc* ])e good Jjat* he ha]? lorn [232] H Sojjiy ])q goodo

werkes jjat^ he haJ) lost^f eyfer fey ben J^e goodc

werkes ]?af he wrought^ er he felle in to dedly synnc

•fl Or elles J)e goode werkes J)at^ he wrought^ whil he lay

in synne [233] U So])ly j^e goode werkes fiaf he dide

biforn J)af he fylle in synne ben alle mortefied and astonyed

and dulled by J?e ofte synnynge // [234] ])af oJ>er

goode werkes ])aV he wroughte whiles he lay in

synne Jiey ben outerly deede as to J)e lyff* /pe?"durable in

heuene [235] H jjenne Jjilke goode werkes IpaV ben

mortefyed by often synnynge whiche goode werkes he dide

whiles he was in charite ne mowen neuere quyken a3ein

wij^oiiten verray penytence [236] 11 And J)erof^ saith god

by pe moil]? of* Ezechielle paV is ^]?e rightful man re-

tourne a3ein from his rightwisnesse and to wirche wikked-

nesse schal he lyue [237] nay. ffor alle Ipe goode werkes

J?at< he haJ? wrou3t / ne schuln neuer ben in rememb^Tmce

ffor he schal deye in his synne [238] H And vpon ]?ilke

chapitre sei]) Seint* Gregori J?us ])q,V we schulde vnder-

stande })is prmcipally [239] }}af whenne we doon deedly

synne it* is for nought })a?ine to reherse or drawe in to

memorie pe goode werkes ]?at* we han wroughf byforne

[240] U ffor certes in Jje werkinge of* dedly synne

/ |)er is no triste / to no good werl^ J)at* we han don toforne

J>at* is to sayn as for to haue Jierby pe lyff* per-

dui'able in heuene [241] [

710 gap in the MS.] whan we
han contncion [242] U But* so];ely J?e goode werkes })at*

men don whiles ]jat* pej ben in dedly synne for as moche

as J5ey weren don in dedly synne })ey may neuer quiken

a3ein [243] H ffor certes Jjing* }?at* neuer ha}) lyff* may
neuere quyke II And na])eles al be it* J?at* })ey ne

auailen nought* to han |)e lyff* pe?-durablef ^et* auailen
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j?ey to abreggen of* j^e peyne of* helle or elles to geten

temperal richesse [244] ^ Or elles Jiat* god wol J)e

rajjere eiilumyne and lightne }?e herte of* |?e synful

nia?i to han repentance. [245] and eet ]?ey aiiaylen

for to vsen a man to doon good werke J:at* ]?e feende

haiie J)e lesse power of* Ms soule [246] ^ and \)\\s ])e

curteyse lord ilie^u cr/st* ne wol Jjat* no good werk*

be loste II Ifor in somwliat* it* schal auayle [247] If But* for as

mocho J>e goode werkes |)at* men don whiles fey

ben in good lijf* ben al mortefyed by synno folwynge

U And eek* sej^enes alle ]je goode werkes Jjat* men doon

wliiles pey ben in dedly syime ben outrely deede

as for to haue
Jjg

lyff perdurable f [248] wel may ]?at man

|?at* no good werk* ne do]) Synge ))ilke newe freissclie song*

.

lay tout* pe?-du mofi temps & moii labour [249] U fFor

certes synne byreue]) a man goodnesse and nature

and eelv* fe goodnesse of* grace [250] %\ ffor soj^e

])e g?'rtce of* Jie holy gost* fare]? as fuyr ]3at* may nou^t*

ben ydel ffor fuyr fayle]) anon as it forlese]) liis wircb-

inge [ no gap

in the 3IS.] [251] J»enne lese]) ])g synful man ]5e goodnesse

of* glory J>at* oonly is beliight* to goode men pat* labouren

and werken [252] H Wel may be be sory Jjenne pat*

oweth alle his lyff* to god as lange as he lyneth hap lyued and

eek* als longe as he schal lyue pat* no goodnesse ne hap

to paye wip his dette to god to whom he owep alle his

lyff* [253] ^ ffor truste wel he schal 3iue acountes as saip

semt* Bernard of* alle pe goodes pat* han ben 30uen him

in pis p?'esent* lyff* / and how he^ hap hem dispended

[254] nought* so moche pat* / per schal nought* perissche an heer.

of* his heede ne a moment of* an houre ne schal not* perissche

of* his tyme pat* he ne schal 3iue of* hit* a rekenyng^

[255] H The V**. ping* pat* oughte meue a man ^to

contricioii is rememb/'ance of* pe passion pat* oure lord

ihesu crist* suffred for oure synnes [256] U ffor as saip

seint* Bernard ^ Wliil pat* I lyue I schal haue remem-
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brance of* Ipe trauailes jjat* oiire lord ihesu cnst^ sufFred in

prechinge [257] his werynesse in trauaillynge . his tempt-

acions whan he fasted his longe wakinges when he

prayed his teeres when Jjat* he wepte for pite of*

good peple [258] U pe woo and jje schame and ])o

filthe Jjaf men seyden to him ofte foule spittyng<

paf men spitten on his face ^ of* ])e buffettes paf men

3euen him U of* pe foule mouthes and of* pe re-

preues pat* men to him sayden [259] ^ Of* jje nayles

wij) |)0 whiche he was nayled to J)e cros and of* alle Jje

remenafit* of* his passion ])at* he suffrede for my synnes

and no ))ing-< for his gilte [260] IT And 36 schuln vnder-

stonde J^at* in mannes synne is eue?y maner ordre

of* ordinance turned vp so doun [261] ffor it is sojj

fat* god and resofi and sensualite and Ipo body of* man

ben so ordeyned pat* euerich of* pise. .iiij. pinges/

schulde haue lordschipe ouer pat* oper [262] and pus

god schulde haue lordschipe ouer resofi and reson ouer

sensualite and sensualite ouer pe body of* man

[263] U And soply whan man synnepf al pis ordre of*

ordinance is turned vp so doii [264] 11 And perforo

panne for as moche as pe reson of* man wol nought* bo

subget* ne obeissant* to god pat* is his lord by right* f pcr-

fore leesep it* pe lordschipe pat* it* schulde haue in

sensualite and eeke ouer pe body of* man [265] H And
whi ^ ffor sensualite rebellep panne a^ein reson And
by pat* wey lesep reson his lordscliipe ouer sensualite

and ouer pe body [266] IT ffor right* as reson is rebelle to

god Eight* so is hope sensualite rebel to reson and

pe body also [267] IT And certes pis ordinaizce and

pis rebellion oure lord ihesu cnst* aboughte vpon his

precious body ful dere herkenep in which wise

[268] IT ffor as meche panne is resoun rebelle to godf per-

fore is man worpi to haue sorwe and to be deed

[269] IT This suffred oure lord ihe^u for man after pat*

he hadde be betrayed of* his disciple and destreyncd &
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bounde so jjat^ ):e blood brasf out^ at^ eiie7y nayl of* his

haiides as seijj seiiit* Austyn [270] U Aiid forJje?-mor6

for as moche as resoii of* man wol nought* daunte sensu-

alite whenne it* may ^ Therfore is man worjjy to haiie schamo

and J}is suffrede oure lord ihesu c?"/st* for man when j^ey

spetten in his visage / [271] U And fur]?er more for as

moche ];anne as j^e caytiff* body of* man is rebelle

bojje to resoii and to sensualite U )?erfore it* is wor]?y ])q

dejj [272] H And pis suffred oure lord ihesu cr/st* for man
vppon J3e crosse where as per was no part* of* his body

fre wijiouten gret* peyne and bitter passion / [273]

and al jjis suffrede ihesu crisV pat* neuer forfeted

[

. . no gap in the MS.'] ^ To mechil am I peyned for ]je

same jjinges ^jjat* I neuer deserued and to mochil defouled

for frendschipe J^at* man is worjjy to haue. [274] And per-

fore may pQ synful man wel say as sai]? seint Bernard.

Acursed be fe bitternes [

no gcq) in the MS.'\[2'j^'\^ ^ox CQviQS

after pQ diners discordaunces of* oure wikkednesso

was pQ passion of* Ihe^^u cr/st* y-ordeyned in diuerse j^inges

[276] as J?us Certe3 synful mannes soule bytraysed

of* pQ deuel by coueytise of* temperel p^-osperite / and

scorned by disceyte when he chesej) flesschly delites / and

3et* is he tormented by inpacience of aduersite ^ And bispette

H By seruage in subiectiown of* synne U And atte laste it* is

slayn fynally [277] for this disordynafice of* synful man

was \hesvi crz'st* first* bytrayed ^ And after ])at* was he bounde

Jjat* came for to vnbynde vs of* synne and of* peyne [278]

H Thanne was he by-scorned Jjat* only schulde be

honoured in alle ])inges of* alle ])inges [279]

Jjenne was his visage Jiat* oughte be desired to be seyn

of* alle mankynde in which visage aungeles desiren to

loken. vileynesly byspette [280] U Thenne was he scourged

]7at* noJ)ing< hadde gilt* U and fynally f)enne was he

crucified & slayn [281] II Thenne was he acompliced pQ
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wordes of* Isaye U he was wounded for

oure mysdodes and dcfoulcd by oure vileynics [282]

51 N"ow se]?encs fiat^ ihe^u cr/sf tool^ vpon himself^ J)e

peyne of* alle oure wickednesses f Mocliil ouglite synful

ma?^. bywepe and bywayle Jjat* for his synnes goddes sone

of* heuene schulde alle ])is peyne endure [283] ^ The sixtc

Jjing* ]3at* oughte meue a man to contn'cioii is pe hope vj« caw.w do con-

of* .iij. ]?inges. ]?at* is to sayn. for^euenes of" synne

[....>., no gap in the MS.] and J^e glorie of*

heuene wi]) Jje which god schal guerdon man for his

goode deedes- [284] H and for as moche as ihesu crisis

3cue|7 vs f>ese 3iftes of* his largesse and of* his souereyn

bounte f ])erfore is he cleped Ihesus nazarenws rex

iudeor?<??z [285] Ihesus is for to sayn sauyoz^r of* sa-

uacioii on whom men schuln hope to haue for^euenesse of*

synnes which jjat* is p?'oprely sauacioun of* synnes

[286] U And fierfore sayde pe aungel to loseph II jjou

clepest* his name ihesits })at* schal saue his poeple of* here

synnes [287] II And her of* seij? seint* Petre ^ Ther nys

non ojier name vnder heuene pat* is 30ue to any man

by which a man may be saued but* only by ihesus [288]

nazei&nus is as -moche to seyn as florissching* in

which a m-an schal hope Jjat* he Jiat* ^euej) him remission

of* synnes schal ^iue also him g^^ace wel to do H ffor

in ])Q flour is hope of* fruyt* in tyme comynge . and in

for3iuenesse of synnes is hope of* grace wel to do [289] HI
was at* J)e dore of-* fiin herte / sai]? ihc and cleped for to

entre H he ]?af openej) to me schal haue for3iuenesse of*

synne / [290] I wol entre to him by my grace and

soupe wi]j him by J?e goode werkes pat he schal doon

whiche werkes ben pe foode of* god and he schal soupo

with^ Pme bi the grete ioye / that* shal be yove to him
|| [291] [1 Corpus MS.

Thus shal man hope for his werkes of penaunce / ^^j^rlh. Seid. B.

god sholde yeve him liis regne as he bihoteth him / in the
for coJ^iw Ms'f*

gospel /

[292] Now shal man vnderstonde / in which
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manere shal be his contricion
(|

I seie that hit shal

be vniuersale & totale / this is to seme a man shal be

verry repentaunt / ifor alle his synnes that he hath done / in

delite of his thought for delite is ful perilous / [293] ffor ther

ben two mane?'e of consentynges / that oon of hem is

cleped consenting of affecciou?^ / whan a man is meved

to do synne / & deliteth him longe for to thenke on

that synne / [294] he hath reson that perceiveth wel that

hit is synne ageynste the lawe of god / [

no gajy in the MS.] al though

his reson ne consente nat to do the synne in dede /

[295] yit seine sowme doctours / that suche delite that

dueUith longe is ful perilous / al be it neuer so lite /

[296] And also a man sholde sorowe for al

that euer he hath desired ayeines the lawe of god with

perfite consentynge of resouw / ffor ther-of is no doute /

that hit is dedly synne / in consentynge / [297] ffor ce?'tes

ther is no dedly synne / but hit is first in man-is

thoughte / & after that in his delite / and so forthe in-to

consentynge / & in-to dede / [298] wherfore I seie that

many men repente hem neuere of suche thoughtes / &
delites / ne neuere shriven hem of hit / but only of the

dede
||

of grete synnes outwarde
|| [299] wherfore I seie

that suche wikked delites / & wikked thoughtes / ben

subtile begiUours of hem that shullen be dampned / [300]

More-oue?'e a man oughte to sorowe for his wikked

wordes / as wel as for his wikked dedes
||

ffor certes

the repentaunce of a singuler synne / and nought repent of al

his other synnes or ellis repente him of alle liis

other synnes / & nat of a singuler synne / may nought

availe
|| [301] ffor certes almyghti god is al good / And

therfore he for-yevith al / or elles right nought / [302]

And herof seith seint Austyne / I wote certeynly [303] that

god is enemy to euery synne / And how than he

that observith . 00 synne shal he haue foryeuenesse of the
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remenaunt of his other synnes / Nay / [304] And ferther

ouero contricion shoklo be wonder sorowful / & ang-

uysshous / & therfore yevith hhn god pleynly his

me?'cy / And therfore whan my soule was anguysshous

withinne me / I had remembraunce of god / that

my prayere myghte come to him / [305] fforther onere

contricion must be contenuel / & that man haue sted-

fast pzw'pos to shriven him / & for to amende him of

his liff" / [306] ffor sothely whiles contricion lasteth man

may ^haue hope of foryeuenesse / And of this cometh

hate of synne / that distroyeth synne in him selff /

& eke in other folke / as to his powere / [307] ffor whicho

seith Dauid / ye that louen god / hateth wikkednesse / ffor H Dauid

trusteth wel to love god / is for to love that he loueth /

& hate that he hateth
1|

[308] The laste thing that men shiille vnderstonde in

contricion is this / wherof avayleth contricion / I seyo

that somtyme contricion delyuereth a man from synne /

[309] off whiche that Dauid seith / I seye quod Dauid 1 Dauid

that is to seie / I piw-posed fermely to shrive me and

thow lord relesedist my synne / [310] And right so

as contricion availeth nought withoute sadd pwrpos of

shriffte / [ no gap in the MS.]

or satisfaccion withoute contricion / [311] And

more-ouere contricion distroyeth the prison of helle /

& maketh weyke & febleth the strengethes of the

deueles / & restoreth the yifftes of the holy goste &
of alle goode vertues / [312] & clensith the soule of

synne / & delyuet-eth the soule fro the peyne of helle /

& fro the companye of the deuel / & fro the seruage

of synne / & restoreth to alle goodes espirituels / &
to the companye of communyon of holy chirche / [313]

And ferther-ouere hit makyth him that was whilom the

sone of synne / & Ire / to ben the sone of grace / & alle these

thinges ben preved bi holy writte / [314] And therfore he that

wol sette his entent to these thinges / he were ful
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wise / fFor sothe lie sholde nouglit than in al his lifF

haue corage to synne / but yeve his body / & al his herte

to the se?'uice of Ihe^^u criste / & therof don him

homage / [315] ffor sothly oure swete lord Ihcsii criste

he sparith vs so debonerly in oure folies / that if he ne

had pite of man-is soule / a sori songe myghte wo alle

synge /

Explicit prima pars penitencie / T[ & seqwitur secunda..

[316] ..

The secunde parte of penaunce / is confession /

that is signe of contricion / [317] Now shulle ye

vnderstonde what is confession / And whether

hit oughte nedes to ben or noon / & whicho

thinges ben couenable to verry confession /

[318] ffirst shalt thow vnderstonde that confession is

verry shewynge of synnes to the preste / [319] That is to

sey verry / that he mote confessen him / of alle the

condicions that be-longen ^to his synne / as ferforth as he

can / [320] al mote be seide / & no thing excused ne

hidde / ne for-wrapped / & nought auaunte him of his goode

werkes / [321] And fer-ther-ouere it is necessarie to vnder-

stonde / whens that synnes springen / & how thei

encresen / and whiche they ben

[322] of the spring}Tig of synnes / as seith seint Poule

on this wise / That right as bi a man synne entred

in-to this world first / & thorugh that synne deide / right so

thilke deth entreth in-to alle men that synneden [323]

And this man was Adam / bi whom the synne entred in-to

this world / whan that he breke the commaundeme?it of god /

[324] And therfore he that first was so myghti / that he

sholde nat haue deide / bi-cam suche oon that he most

nedes deye / whether he wolde or noon / & al his p?-ogenye

thatisinthisworlde/that mthilkemaneresynnenH [325] Loke

that in the estate of innocence / whan Adam & Eue
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naked were in paradise / & nothing ne hadden shame

of here nakednesse / [326] how that the serpent that was

mosto wyly of al other bestcs that god had maked

seide to the womman
|| Commaunded god to yow /

ye sholde nought eten of euery tre in paradise / [327] The

woman answerde / of the fruyte quod she of the trees

in paradise we feden vs / but sothly of the fruyte of the

tre that is in the myddel of paradise / god forbede vs /

for to eten ne to touche it / lest perauenture we sholden

^®y6 / [328] The serpent seide to the woman / nay

nay / ye shol not deye of deth / ffor sothe god wote / that

what day ye eten therof youre eyghen shul open /

& ye shul be as godes knowynge goode & harme /

[329] The woman saw that the tre was goodo

to fedynge / & faire to the eyghe / & dilectable to the

sighte / she toke of the fruyte of the tre & ete of it
j|
&

yaf it to hir housbond & he ete / And anoon the eyghen of

hem bothe opened / [330] And whan that they knewe /

that thei weren naked / thei sowed of fyge leves in manure

of breches to hiden here membres
|| [331] Here may yo

se that dedly synne hath first suggestion of the

fende / as shewith here bi the adder / & affterward

the delite of the flesshe / as shewith here bi Eua / And t Adam,

affter that the consentinge of the reson / as shewith bi

Adam / [332] ffor trusteth ^ wel though so were that the

fende tempted oon / that is to seie / the flesshe / And the

flesshe had delite in the beaute of the fruyte defended
j|

yit certes til that reson / that is to seie Adam con-

sented to the etyng of the fruyte /yit stode thei in the highe state

of Innocence
|| [333] Off tliilke Adam toke we thilke

synne origynal / for of him flesshely discended ben we alle /

& engendred of vile & corrupte matire / [334] And
whan the soule is put in-to oure body / right anoon is con-

tracte original synne / And that was erst but only

peyne of concupiscence / is afterward both peyne &
synne / [335] And therfore ben we alle I-borne sones of
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wrathe & of dampnacion pe?'diirable / if it nere baptymo

that we receiven / whiche bynemytS vs the culpe / but for

sothe the peyne dwellith with vs / as the temjDtacion / whiche

peyne hight concupiscence / [336] And this concupiscence

whan it is wrongfully disposed/ or ordeyned inman / hit makith

him coueite couetise of fiesshely synne bi sight of his

eyghen/and to erthely thinges/And ekecoueitiseof highnesse

bi pride of herte /

[337] ^t)W as for to speke of the first coueitise /

that is concupiscence after the lawe of oure membres /

that weren lawfully maked / & bi rightful iuge-

ment of god / [338] I seie for-asmeche as man is nought

obeisaunt to god / that is his lord / Therfore is his flesshe to

him disobeisaunte / thorugh concupiscence / [

[339]

. . . . 710 gap in the MS.] hit is impossible but he be

distempered somtyme / & noyede in his flesshe to synne /

[340] & this thing may nought faile / as longe as he leueth /

it may wexe feble & faile / bi ve?'tu of baptime /

& bi the grace of god / thorugh penaunce
/ [341] but

fully shal it neuere quenche / that he ne shal som-

tyme be meved in him silff
||
but if he were refreynede bi

[' sic-] sikenesse / ^ of bi malifice of sorcerie / or colde drynkes /

fPouie. [342] ffor what seith seint Poule / The flesshe coueiteth

ayeine the spirit / & the spirit ayeine the flesshe / thei

ben so contrarie / & so striven / that a man may nought

don alwey / as he wolde / [343] The same seith seint Poule /

after his grete penaunce in wate?* & in lande / In water

bi night & bi dale in grete perile / & gi'ete peyne /

In lande in famyne / thruste / in colde and in ^ clothes

wantynge/& ones stoned almost tothedethe [344] yit seide he

alas I caytiff man / who shal delyuer me fro the prison

tierome of my caytilf body / [345] And seint lerome whan he

longe tyme had woned in deserte / where as he had no

companye but bestes / where as he had
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no mete but erbes / & water to his drinke / ne no beddo

but the naked erthe / ffor whiche his flesshe was blak as an

Ethiopen for hete & nygh distruyed for colde / [346]

yit seide he that the brennyngo of lecherie boiled in al

his body / [347] wherfore I woote wel sekerly that thei

ben disceived / that seine / that thei ne bennought tempted in

here body / [348] wittenesse of seint lame thappostel /iiiacobus.

that seith that euery wight is tempted in his owne con-

cupiscence / that is to seie / that eueryche of vs hath matiro

& occasion to be tempted / of the norisshinge of synne

that is in his body
|| [349] And therfore seith seint lohn T iohnEua»g.

the Euangelist if that we seyne that we ben withouten

synne we disceiven oure silff / & trouthe is nought in vs /

[350] 'Now shol ye vnderstonde in what manero

synne wexeth & encreseth in man
|I

The first

thing is the norisshinge of synne / of which I spak

of biforne thilke flesshely concupiscence / [351] And after

that cometh the suggestion of the Deuel / this is to seie

the deuel-is bely / with which he blowith in man / the fire

of flesshely concupiscence / [352] And after that a man bi-

thinketh him / whether he wol do or noon thilke thinge /

to which he is tempted
|| [353] And than if a

man with-stande / & weive the firste entisinge of his

flessh / & of the fende / than is hit no synne / And if

so be that he do nat so / than felith he anoon / a flammc

of delite / [354] & than is hit goode to be-ware & kepe

him wel / or elles he wol falle anoon / in-to consentynge of

synne / & than wol he do hit / if he may haue tyme

and place
|| [355] And of this matire seith Moyses biHMoyses.

the deuel in this mane?-e / The fende seith I wol

chace & pursue man bi wikked suggestiones /

& I wol hente him / bi movynge or sterynge of

synne / And I wol departe my prise or my preye bi de-

liberacion / & my lust shal be accomplesshed in delite /

I wol drawe my swerde in consentynge / [356] ffor 'certes

right as a swerde departeth a thinge in two peces
||
Right
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so consentyiige departetli god fro man / And than

wol I sIg him with myn honde / in dethe of synne / thus

seith the fende / [357] fFor certes than is a man al

dede in soule / and thus is synne complesshed bi tempt-

acion / bi delite / & bi consentinge / and than is

synne cleped actuel /

[358] Ffor sothe spine is in two mane?-es / outher

it is venial synne / or dedly synne / Sothely whan man louetli

any creature / more than ihesu criste oiire creatoure / than

is it dedly synne / And venial synne is if man loue

ihesu criste lesse than him oughte
|| [359] ffor sothe the

dede of this venial s}Tine / is ful perilous / ffor hit amennseth

the loue that men sholde haue to god more & more /

[360] And therfore if a man charge more him silff / withmany

suche venial sinnes / certes but if it so be / that he som-

tyme discharge him of hem bi shriffte / thei may ful

lightly amennse in him al the loue / that he hath to ihesvL

criste / [361] & in thiswise skippith venial synne / in-to dedly

synne
||

ifor ce;*tes the more that a man chargeth his soule

with venial synnes / the more is he enclyned to falle in

dedly synne / [362] And therfore lat vs not be necligent to

^ prouerbium . discharge VS of venial synnes / tfor the p?'ouerbe seith

That many smale makith a grete / [s^s] And herke?i

this ensample / A grete wawe of the see / cometh somtyme

with so grete a violence / that hit drenchith the shippe /

pioufH.iiim
.
[in And the same harme doth somtyme / the smale drojjes

a lute hand.]

of water / that entren thorugh a litil crevise / in-to the

thurroke / & in-to the botme of the shippe / if men be so

necligent / that men ne discharge hem nought be tyme
||

[364] And therfore al-though ther be a difference bitwene

these two causes of drenchynge / algates the shippe is

dreynte
1| [365] Right so farith hit somtyme of dedly

synne / & of anoyous venial synnes / whan thei

multiplie in a man so gretly / that thilke worldly thinges

that he loueth / thorugh whiche he synneth venially / is

as grete in his herte / as the loue of god or more / [366]

SELDEN (for Corpus 628) (6-T. 616)



SIX-TEXT G17

GROUP I. §2. parson's Tx\LE. Seidell, foi Corpus MS. 629

And therfore the lone of eiierj tliinge / that is not bisette in

god / ne don principally for godis sake / al-though a man

louc it lasse than god / yit is it venial synne / [367] And

dedly synne is / whan the louo of any thinge iweyeth

in the herte of a man / as meclie as the loue of god or

more / [368] Dedly synne as seith seint Austyne ^ Austyno

is whan a man turneth his herte from god / whic[h]e that is

verry souereyne bounte / that may nat chaunge / &

yevith his herte to a thinge that may chaunge / & llitte
|j

[369] And certes that is euery thinge sane only god of henen
||

ffor sothe is / if that a man yeve his loue / the whiche that

he owith al to god / with al his herte / vn-to a creature /

certes as meche of his loue as he yevith [..••] to that

creature / so meche he birevith from god / [370] & ther-

fore doth he synne / ffor he that is dettour to god / no

yeldeth nought al Iris dette to god / that is to seine al the

loue of his herte /

[371] Now sithen that a man vnderstondeth gene?-ally

whiche is venial synne 1|
Than is it couenable to tellen of special

sinnes whiche that many a man perauenturo

donieth hem no synnes / ne shriven hem nat of the

same thmges / & yit nathcles thei ben synnes /

r^72l sothelv as these clerkes writen / this [is] 2 to seine / pa%Yor(i (h?)
LJ / J «/ /I- J

erased Itero.J

that Querj tyme that a man eteth or drinketh more than ii nuta hme

sufficeth to the sustenaunce of his body / in certeine he doth

symie / [373] And eke whan he speketh more than

hit nedith / it is sinne
|1
Eke whan he herkeneth nought

mekely the compleynte of the pore
|| [374] Eke whan

he is in liele of body & wol nought faste / whan other men

faste withouten cause resonable
|1
Eke whan he slepeth

more than him nedith
||
or whan he cometh bi thilke encheson

late to chirche / or to other good werkes of charite / [375]

Eke whan he vsith his wiff / withouten souereyne desire

of engendrure to the honour of god / or for thentent

to yelde to his wifF the the (sic) dette of his body / [376] Eko

whan hewol nought visite thesike/or prisoners whan he may
||
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Eke if he loue wi£f or cliilde or any worldly

thinge / more than reson requirith / Eke if he flatre or

blandisshe / more than him oughte / for any necessite
||

[377] Eke if he amennsetli or withdrawith the almes of

the pore
||

Eke if he a2'>paraileth his mete more

deliciously than nede is / or ete hit to hastily hi likerous-

nesse
|| [378] Eke if he telle vanitees at the chirche or

1 ydei wordes . in godes se'/Tiiso / or that he be a talker of ydel wordes

cf folie / or of vilonye / for he shal yelde accon[m]ptes of

it at the daie of dome / [379] Eke whan he hiheteth

or assureth to do thinges / that he may not ^ pe?-forme
||

Eke whan that bi lightnesse of folie misseieth

or scorneth liis neighbour / [380] Eke whan he hath any

susspecion of thinge / there as he woote of it no soth-

fastnesse
|| [381] These thi??ges & mo withoiiten nombre

lAustyne. ben synnes as seith seint Austi?^

[382] l!^ow shul men vnderstonde that al be it so /

that noon erthely man may eschewe al venial synnes / yit

may he refreyne him bi the brennynge lone that he

hath to oure lorde Jhesu criste / & bi praiere / & bi confession /

& other goode workes / so that it shal but litel greve /

[sS^] ffor as seith seint Austyne
||

If a man loue god /

in suche mojiere / that al that eue?'e he dothe is in the

loue of god / or for the loue of god verrily
||

ffor he

brennethinthe loue ofgod
|| [384] loke howmeche meche that

a drope of water that fallith in a furneys ful of fire

anoyeth or grevith / so meche a venial

synne isvn-toaman/thatis pe?'fite intheloveof ourelordihesu

criste
|1 [385] Men may also refreyne venial synne /

bi the resseivinge of the precious body of

ihesu criste / [386] bi resseivinge eke of holy water /

bi almes-dede / bi the general confession of the Confiteor

at the masse / & at the Complyne / and bi bHssinge of

Bussho^Des / and of prestes & bi other goode werkes /
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De septem ipeccatis mortalibws & Gorum &c

[387]
n^^"Ow is it bihouely thinge / to toUen whichc ben

\\\ the .vij. dedly synnes / that is to seyne cheveteynes

JL 1 of synnes / but alle thei renne in Oolcs / but in

dyuers manors / Now ben thei cleped cheveteynes /

for-as-meche as thei ben cheff / & of hem springen alle

other synnes / [388] of the rote of these .vij. sinnes /

than is pride the general rote of alle harmes / ffor of

this rote springen certeine branches / as Ire / Enuye /

accidie / or slouthe / Auarice / or couetise to coraune

vnderstondiwg / Gloteneye / & Lecherie / [389] And

eueryche of these cheff synnes hath his branches & his

twigges / as shal be declared in here chapitres folwynge /

[Of Pride, mid Us Twigs.']

[390] And though so be that no ma?» can vtterly telle

the nonibre of the twigges & of the harmes that comyn of

pride / yit wol I shewe a pa?'te of hem as ye shul

vnderstonde [391] ||
There is Inobedience

\\
Avauntynge /

Ypocrisie
1|
Despite

1|
Arrogaunce/ In^prudence

|1
Swellinge of

herte
1|
Insolence

\\
Elacion

|| [

, , , no gap in the MS.] Partinacie
||
Veynglorie

\\
&

many a-nother twigge that I can nat declare
|1 [392] Ino-

bedient is he / that disobeyeth for dispite to the commaunde- ^ inobedient

ment of god / & to his souereynes / & to his gostly

fader
|| [393] Auauntour is he that bosteth of the harme n Auauntour

or of the bounte / that he hath don / [394] ypocnsie is

he that hideth him / to shewe him / suche as he is / and

shewith him suche as he is not || [395] Dispitous n Dispitoua

is he that hath disdeine of his neighbours / that is to

seine / of his euen cristen / or hath dispite to do / that

him oughte to do
j] [396] Arrogaunt is he / that thinketh if Arrogaunt.

that he hath thilke bounte in him / that he hath nought / or
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wcnctli tliat he sholde haue hem hi his desertes / or

ellis that he weneth that he be that he nys nought / [397] In-

pudent is he that for his pride hath no shame for his

synne
1| [398] Swelli?zg of herte is he / whan a man

reioyseth him / of harme that he hath don
|| [399] Inso-

lent is he / that dispiseth m his iugement alie other

folke / as to the regarde of his vahie / & of his connyuge / & of

his spekynge / & of his berynge
|1 [400] Elacion is / whan

he may neither suffre to haue maister ne felawe
|| [401]

Impacient is he / that wol nought be taughte ne vnder-

nome of his vice / & bi striff werreth trouthe wetingly /

& maynteneth liis fohe
|1 [402] Contymax is he that

thorugh his mdignacion / is ayeins eueryche autorite or

power of hem that ben his souereynes
1| [403] Tre-

sumpcion is he / wdian a man taketh an emprise / that

hi?7i ought not to do / or elhs he may it not do / & that

is called surquidrie 1|
Irreuerent is whan a man doth not

honour / there-as him oughte to do / & waiteth to be

reu6rensed
j| [404] Pertynacy is whan a man defendith

his foHe / & trusteth to meche his owne mtte
1| [405]

Yayneglorie is for to haue pompe / & delite in

temporel richesse / & glorifieth hem in worldly

estates
1|

[406] laiigelynge is / whan a man speketh to

meche-/ to fore folke & clappeth as a IMille / & taketh no

kepe what he seith - '

^[407] and yit is there a prive spice of pride / that

waiteth first to be halowed / er he wol be saluwed / al be he

lasse worth than that other is perauenture / & eke

waiteth or desheth to sitte or to go above / him in

the weie / or kisse pax / or be ensensed / or go to

offringe / to fore his neighboure
|1 [408] & suche [ . . .

, no gap in the MS.'] a proude desire to be

magnified / & honoured bifore the peple
||

[409] Now ben ther two maners of pride / that

oon of hem is withimie the herte of man / & that
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other is witlioute / [410] off whiche sothely the for-

seide thinges & mo than I haue seide apertynent to

pride / that is in the herte of man / And therto other spices

of pride ther ben withoute / [411] but natheles oon

of these spices of pride is signe of that other
||

Eight

as the gay levesel at the tauernes is signe of the wync /

that is in the seler
|| [412] And this is in many thinges /

as in speche / & in contena7ices / & in outrageous aray of

clothinge / [413] ffor certes if it nadde be no synne /

in clothinge /Criste woldnought so soonehaue noted& spoke of

the clothinge /of thilke riche man in the gospel
|| [414] And

as seint Gregorie seith That precious clothe is cou- iGregorie,

pable / for the derth of hit / & for his softenesse / &
for his strangenesse / & for his disgisinesse / & for the supe/*-

fluyte / or for the inordynaunte scantnesse / [. . . [415]

no gap in tlie M8?[

[416] As to the first synne /that is in superfluytc of

clothiwg whiche that makith hit so dere / to harme of the

peple / [417] nat onely the coste of enbroudyng /

the degise endentyng or barryng / owndyng / palyng /

or bendynge / & semblable waste of clothynge /

in vanite
|| [418] But ther is also costlevve furrynge in

here gownes / so meche pounsyng of cheseles to make

hooles / so meche daggynge of sheres / [419] forth with

the superfluyte in lengthe of the forseide gownes / trail-

\ng in the donge j Sl \y\. the myre / on hors & eke on

foots / as wel of man / as of womman / that al tliilko

trailynge is verrily as in effecte wasted & consumed / thred-

bare & roten / with donge / rather than it is yoven to

the pore / to grete damage of the forseide pore folke /

[420] & that in sondry wise
||

this is to seie / the

more that clothe is wasted / the more mot hit coste to

the peple / for the scarsenesse
|| [421] ^And forther-ouer

if it so be that thei woldc yeven suche pounsed &
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dagged clotliinge / to the pore folke / it is nongllt conuenient

to were for here estate / ne sufficeaunt to bete here necessite /

to kepe hemfrom thedistemperaunce of the colde firmament
||

[422] On that other side to speke of the

disordinat scantnesse of clothing / as ben these ciitted

sloppes or hanse l}aies that thorugh here shortnes ne

coueren not there shameful membres of man / to "syikked

entent / [423] Alias some ofhem shewen the shappe& the boce /

of the orrible swollen membres / that semeth

I-like to the maladie of hirnya in the wrapping of here hoses/

[424] and eke the buttokes of hem that faren / as it were

the hinder parte of a she Ape / in the ful of the moone /

[425] And more-oue?' the wreched swolle membres /

that thei shewe thorugh disgisyng / in dep«?'tynge of

here hoses white & rede / semeth that haljBf here

privy membres were flayne / [426] And if so be that

thei departen here hoses in other colours / as is white

& black / or white & blewe / or blak & rede / & so

fertile / [427] than semeth hit as bi variaunce of coloure /

that halff the ipartie of his priue membres ben corrupte /

bi the fire of seint Antonye or bi Cancre / or bi suche other

meschaunces / [428] Yit of the hinder pcw'te of here

buttokes / it is ful orrible to se / ffor ce/'tes in that

pa?'tie of here bodie / there as thei purgen here stinkynge

ordure / [429] that foide parte shewe thei vnto the peple /

proudely / in dispite of honeste / whiche honeste

Ihesu crist & his frendes obserued to shewe in his

liff / [430] Now as to outrageous aray of wommen /

god woot though the visages of hem semen

ful chaste / & debonayre / yit notefien thei in there araye / in

athe of likerousnesse & pride / [431] I seie nat that

honeste in clothinge of man / & woman is vncouen-

able / But certes the superfluyte / or the disordinat scantnesse

of clothinge / is reprovable / [432] Also the synne of

an ornement / or apparaile / as in thinges that apperteynen

to ridynge / as in to many delicate horses that ben hold-
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en for delite / that ben so faire fatte / and costelewe / [433]
And also many a vicious knave I-mayntened ^bi-

cause of hem // And in to curious harneyse / as in sadels

cropers / peitresles / bridles couered with p7*ecious

clothinge & riche barres / & plates / of golde & of

siluer / [434] ffor whiche god seith bi Zakarie the IZakams.

prophete / I wol confounde the riders of suche horses /

[435] This folke taken litel rewarde of the ridynge of

god-is sone of heuen / & of his barneys whan he rode

vppon the Asse / & had noon othir barneys but

the clothes of his pore disciples / Ne we rede nat

that euer he rode on other beste / [436] I speke thus

of the sinne of superfluite / & nat for the resonable

honeste / whan reson it requirith // [437] And forther

oue?"e / certes pride is gretely notefied in holdynge of grete

meyne / whan thei ben of litel p?'ofite / or right of no profite /

[438] & namely whan meyne is vileynous & damage-

ous to the peple / bi hardynesse of high lordship2:)e or bi

wey of office // [439] ffor certes suche lordes sellen

than here lordshippes to the deuel of helle / whan thei

sustene the wikkednesse of here meyne // [440] Or elles

whan these folke of lowe degre / as tho that holden

hosteleries / & that is many mane?"e of folke / that susteynen

theffte / for here Ostelers / & that is in manere of disseites /

[441] thilke manere of folke ben the flyes of felonye that fole-

wen the hony/ or elles the houndes that folowen the careyne /

suche forseide folke strangelen spw'iYuely here lordshippes

// [442] ffor whiche thus seith Dauid the prophete wikked IT Dauid

dethe mote come to thilke lordshippes / & god yeue that

thei mowe descende a-doun) in-to helle / ffor in here

houses ben iniquitees & shrewdenesse & not god

of heuen / [443] And ce?'tes but if thei do amende-

ment / right so as god yaff his beneson to kyng Pharao bi the

service of lacob / and to Laban bi the seruise of Joseph

right so god wol yeue his malison to suche lordshippes /

as susteyne the wikkednesse / of here seruauntes / but thei
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come to amendement // [444] Pride of the table apperetH

eke ful offte / for certes riclie men ben eloped to festes

& pore folke ben put aweye / & rebuked [445] also

in excesse of diuers metes & drinkes / & namely

suche mane^'e of bake ^ metes & dissH metes / brennynge in

wilde fire / & peynted & castelled mtli papire / &
in semblable waste / so that hit is abusion for to thenke / [446]

& eke in the grete preciousnesse of vessel & curiousite

of mynstralcie / bi the whiche a man is stered the more to

delites of luxurie / [447] if so be that he sette his herte

the lasse on oure lord Ihesu criste / ce?'teyne it is

sinne / And certeynely the delites myghten be so grete

in this case that men myghte lightly falle bi hem in-to

dedly synne // [448] The espices that sourden of pride /

sothely whan thei soiu^den of malice ymagened / avised

or a fore caste / or elles of vsage ben dedly synnes it is

no doute / [449] And whan thei sourden bi freelte vn-

avised sodenly / & sodenly withdrawe ageyne / al be

thei greuous synnes / I gesse that thei ben nought

dedly / [450] IS^ow myghte men axe / wherof that pride

sourdeth & springeth / & I seie somtyme hit

sprmgeth of the goodis of nature / & somtyme of

the goodis of fortune / and somtyme of the goodis ot

grace / [451] Certes the goodis of nature / stonden

in the goodis of bodye / or goodis of soule / [452]

Certes the goodis of bodye / ben liele of bodie
/

strengthe / delyuernesse / beaute / genterie / ^franchises /

TGoo.iiaof [453] Goodis of nature of the soule / ben goodis with

sharpe vnderstondynge / subtile engyne / ve^'tu naturel / good

•rr.on.iisof memorie / [454] Goodis of fortune ben richesse /
fortune

high degrees of lordshippes / preisinges of the peple // [455]

H Goodis of grace. Goodis of grace ben scienses / power to suffre /

B^irifuel travaile / benyngnitees / vertuous contemplacion /

with-stonding of temptacion / & semblable thinges /

[456] of whiche foreseide goodis / certes hit is a ful grete

folic a man to pride him in any of hem alle // [457]
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Kow as for to speko of godis of nature / god wot that

somtyme we liauo hem in nature / als meche to oure

damage /.as to oure profite [458] And for to speke of

hele of hodie / certes it passcth ful Hghtly / & eke hit

is ful offte encheson of sikenesse of the soule / fFor

god woot the fiessh is a ful grete enemy to the soule /

and therfore the more the bodie is hoole / the more

ben we in perel to falle / [459] Eke for to pride him / in

his strengthe of bodie / hit is an highe folye / ffor certes

the flesshe coueiteth ageine the spirit / ^and ay the more

stronge the flessh is / the soriere may the soule be /

[460] And oue?' al this / strengthe of bodie / & worldly

hardinesse / causith ful offte many a man to perel &
meschaunce / [461] Eke for to pride him in his

gentrie / is a ful grete folie / ffor often tyme the gentrie of the

bodie / bigynneth the gentrie of the soule / and eke we

alle ben of on fader & of on moder / & alle we ben

of 00 nature roten & corrupte / riche & pore /

[462] ffor sothe a manero of gentrie it is to preise

that apparellith mannes corage / with vertues & moralitees /

& makith him cristes childe / [463] ffor trusteth wel that

oner what man / that synne hath maistrie / he is verry

chorle to synne /

[464] Now ben ther general thinges of gentillesse /

as eschewynge of vices / or rebaudrie / & seruage of

synne / In worde / in werke / & contenaunce / [465] Ss

vsyng vertu / curtesie / and clennesse / & to bo

liberal / that is to seie large bi mesure / ffor that

that passith mesure / is folic & synne / [466] Another is

to remembre him / of bounte / that he of other folke hatH

receivede / [467] Another is to be benigne / to his goode

subiectes / wherfore as seith Seneca / ther nys nothing more IF Seneca.

couenable to a man of high estate / than debonarte

& pite / [468] And there [ no gajJ in

the MS.^ bees whan thei chese hem a kyng / thei chesen

him that hath no prikke to stynge with // [469]
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Another is a man to haiie a noble herte / & a dilige?it

to atteyne to liigBe vertues thinges / [470* see after 471 ;

and note the transjposing of the clauses w 472 . . . .

no gap in the il//S'.]

[471] Certes also who that prideth him / in the goodes of

fortune / he is a ful grete foole / ffor somtyme is i. man a

ful grete lorde bi the morowe / that is a wrecche

& a caitiff / or it be night / [*47o] ^"ow ce^-tes

a man to pride him in the goodes of grace / is eke

outragious folie / ffor the yifftes of grace / that shold

haue turned him to goodnesse / & to medicyne / turneth

\\\m to venym & to confusion / as seith seint Gregorie /

[472] And so??ityme the delites of man ben the cause

of his grete maladie of whiche he deyeth /

And somtyme the riches of a man is cause of his dethe /

[473] Certes the commendacion of the peple is sum-

tyme ful fals / & ful brotel for to truste also / this dale thei

preise to morne thei lakke / [474] God woote desire to

^haue commendacion eke of the peple hath caused deth to

many a besy man / [475] Xow sithens that so is that ye haue

vnderstonden what is pride / & whiche ben the spices of

it / & whence pride sourdeth & springeth

[476]

N'

Remediu?}i contra peccahtm supe?'bie.

'Ow shal ye vnderstonde / whic[h]e is the remedie ayeines

the synne of p?ide and that is humilite or

mekenesse / [477] that is a ve?-tu / thorugh whiche a man

hath verry knewleche of him silff / & holdith of him

silff / no pris ne deynte / as in regarde of his desertes

considring eue?'e his freelte // [478] IS'ow ben ther thre

maners of humilite / as humilite in herte / Another

humilite is in mouthe / The thride is in werkes /

[479] The humilite in herte / is in foure maners / that

on is whan a man ne holdith him silff nought worth

bifore god of heuen / Another is whan he dispisith
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noon other man / [480] The thride is / that he

rekketh nat though men holde him nought worthe / The

fcrthe is whan he is nat sory / of his humyliacion / [4S1]

Also the humihte of mouthe is in foure thinges / In

attempre speche / & in humble speche / and

whan he biknowith with his owne mouth that he is

suche / as him thinketh that he is in his herte / another

is whan he preisith the bounte of another man / &

no thing therof amennsith [482] humilite / Eke humilite in

werkes is in foure maners / the firste is whan he putteth

other men bifome him / the seconde is / to chese the

loweste place ouer al / the thrid is gladly to assente

to good counsaile / [483] the fourthe is gladly to stonde to

the worde of his soue?-aignes / or of him that is in highere

degre than he / & this is a grete werke of humylite //

(J¥ TIJE

[484]
'^''

"^
"^

'^ IT Y.J /

ffter pride wol I spekc of the foulc synnc mj^mi^ /

A' whiche that is / as bi the.\TOrdes of the rhilosophro

sorowe of other mannes prosperite / and after the

worde of seint Austyne / hit is sorowe of other mennes HAustyno.

wele / & ioye of othe[r] men-is harme / [485] This

foule synne is platly ayeine the holy goste / [

no gaiJ in the MS.] yit natheles

for-asmeche that bounte apperteyneth properly to the

holy gost / And envie cometh properly of malice / ther-

fore it is properly ayeines the bounte of the holy goste //

[486] Now hath malice two 1 spices / that is to seie

hardnesse / & wikkednesse / or elles the flesshe of

a man /that is so blindethat ho considreth nought that he is in

synne / [
no gap in the MS.] whiche

is the hardnesse of the deuel // [487] That other

spice of malice is / whan that a man werreieth trouth /

whan that he woote that hit is trouth / & eke whan

he werreieth the grace that god hath yive / to his
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neig!iboMr / and al this is bi envie / [488] Certcs

tlian is envie the worstc synne that is / ffor sothely

alle other synues ben sumtyme ayeines .0. special

ve?'tu / [489] but ce?-tes envie is ayeines alle special ve?^tues /

& ayeines al goodnesse / for it is sory of al the

boLintees of his neighbour / And in this manere it is

diuerse from al other synnes / [490] ffor wel vnnethe

is therany other synne / thathit ne hath sum delite in him silfF /

saue only envie / that euer hath in him selff angvisshe &
sorowe / [491] The spices of envie ben these / ther is

first sorowe / of other mennes / goodnesse / & of here p?'os-

pe?ite / whiche is kindely matire of ioye /

than is envie a synne ayeins kynde / [492] The

secounde spice of envie / is ioye of other men-is harme /

& that is p?-operly like to the Deuel / that euer reioyseth

him of man-is harme / [493] Of these two spices comet

h

bagbitynge / [. . . . no gap in the MS.'] or detraccion

hath twey spices / as thus / Somme man preisith his

neighbour / bi a wikked entente / [494] for he makith

alwey a wikked knotte at the laste ende / alwey he

makith a butte at the laste ende / that is digne of more

blame than "worth is al the preisinge / [495] The secounde

spice is / that if a man be good / & doth & seith al

thing .-to good entente / The bagbite?* wol turne al the

goodnesse vp so doun / to his shrewede entente / [496]

The thride is to amennse the bomite of his neigh-

bour / [497] The ferthe spice of bagbityng is this /

That if men speke goodnesse of a man / than wol the

bakbiter seie pe?'fay / suche a man is bette?' than he /

in dispreisinge of him that men preise / [498] The

.V. spice is this / for to consente gladly & herken

the harme that men speke ,of . other folke / this

is ful grete / & ay encreseth after the wikked

entente of the bakbiter
|| [499] Affter bakbityng cometh

grucchinge or murmuracion / & somtyme it springeth

^of inpacience ayeines god / & somtyme ayeines man /
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[500] ayeines god it is / whan a man / grocchetli ayeines

the peyne of helle / or ayeines poiierte / of losse of catel /

or ayeines reyne or tempest / or ellis grucchen for shrewen

haue prospe/'ite / or good men ad-

uersite / [501] & al these thinges sholde men suffro

paciently / for thei comen bi the rightful ingement and

ordynaunce of god / [502] Somtyme cometh grocching of

avarice as ludas grucched ayeines the Magdaleyne / whan

she anoynted tlie hede of oure lorde Ihesu criste / with hir

precious oynement / [503] This mane?'e murmur is suche /

as whan men grocchen of goodnesse / that hem silff

don / or that other folke don / of here OAvne catal / [504]

Somtyme cometh mwrmur of pride / as whan Symon

the Phareseie grucched ayeines the Magdaleyne / whan

she approchede to Ihe^^u criste / & wepte at his feete for hir

synnes / [505] And somtyme hit sourdeth of

envie / whan men discoueren a man-is harme / that was

p?'iue / or bereth him on honde thinge that is fals // [506]

Murmur is eke ojffte amonge seruauntes / tliat grucchen

whan here soue?'eynes bidden hem to don leueful thinges /

[507] and for als meche as thei dar nat openly ayeine seie

the commaundemcnt of here souereignes / yit wol thei seie

harme / & grucche / & mwrmur p?'iuely for verry

dispite / [508] whiche wordes men clepen the Deuels

Pater noster / though so be that the deuel had

neuere Pater noster / but that folke yeve hit suche

aname // [509] Somtyme hit cometh of Ire / or

of pride & hate / that norishethrankour in herte / as afterward

I shal declare / [510] Than cometh eke bitternesse of

herte / thorugh whiche bitternesse euery good dede of his

neighbour / semeth to him bitter & vnsauerie / [511]

than cometh discorde / that vnbindeth al manere

of frendeshipj9<5 / Than cometh scornynge of [ . . . , iscomyng®,

no gap in the MS.] his neigh-

bour / al do he neue?*e so wel / [512] Than cometh

accusynge as whan a man sekith occasion to anoyen his accusynge.
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neighbour / whiclie that is like the craffte of the deuel /

that waiteth both day & night to accusen vs alle //

[513] Than cometh malignite / thorngh whiche a man /

^anoyeth his neighbour p?iuely if he may / [514] & if he

may nat algate his wikked wil ne shal nat wante /

as for to brenne his hous p?iuely / or openly / or slcn

his bestes / and semblable thmges

Kemediu??!. contra -peccatum Invidie.
[515]

Ovv wol I speke of the remedie ayeines this foulo

N' synne of envie / fhrst is the loue of god

principal / And louynge of his neighbour as him silff / ffor

that on may nat be withouten that

other / [516] And trusteth wel / that in the name of thi

neighbozf?' thow shalt vnderstonde the name of thi

brother / fFor certes alle we haue but fader fiesshly & O

moder / that is to seine Adam & Eve / And eke fader

spirituel that is to seie god of heuen / [517] thi

neighbour artow holden to loue & willen al

goodnesse / And therfore seith god / loue thi neighbour as

thi silff / that is to saluacion bothe of bodie & of

soiile / [518] And more-ouere thow shalt loue him in

worde / & in benigne amonesshing & chastising /

& comfort him in his anoyes / & pray for him with

al thin herte / [519] and in dede thow shalt loue him

in suche wise / that thow shalt do to him in charite /

as thow woldist hit were don to the in thin owne persone /

[520] And therfore thow ne shalt do to him no damage

in wikked worde / ne harme in his bodie / ne in his catel /

ne in his soule / bi entisinge of wikked ensample / [521]

thow shalt [not] desire his wiff / ne noon of his thinges /

vnderstonde eke that in the name of thi neighbour is com-

p?'ehended his enemy / [522] Certes a man shal loue his

enemy for the commaundement of god / & sothly thi

frende shalt thow loue in god / [523] I seie thin

enemy shalt thow loue for godis sake / bi his commaunde-
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mont / ffor if hit were reson that man sholJe hate his

enemy / ffor sothe god wolde nat receive vs to his lone /

that hen his enemyes / [524] ayeines thre mane?'e of

wronges that his enemy doth to him / he shal do thre

thinges / as thus / [525] ayeines hate & rankour of herte /

he shal lone him in herte / ayeinc chidi/ig & wikked

wordes / he shal praie for his enemy / ayeine the wikked

dede of his enemy / he shal don him bounte // [526] ffor

criste ^seith / loue yonre enemyes / & praye for hem

that speke yow harme / & eke for hem that yow chasen /

& pursewen / & doth bounte to hem that yow haten /

Lo thus commaundeth vs oure lorde Jliesu criste / to do

to oure enemyes / [527] ffor sothe nature driveth vs

to loue oure frendes / And pe?'fay oure enemyes han

we more nede to loue / than oure frendes / And thei that

more nede haue / certes to hem shulde men do more good-

nesse / [528] And certes in thilke dede haue we remem-

braunce of the loue of Ihesu criste / that deyed for his

enemyes / [529] And for-asmeche as that loue is the

more grevous to performe / so meche is moro

the grete merite // And therfore the louynge of oure

enemyes hath confounded the venym of the Deuel /

[530] ffor right as the Deuel is discomfited bi humilite /

Eight so is he wounded to the dethe / bi the loue of oure

enemyes / [531] Certes than is loue the medicyne that

chaseth out the venym of envie / from man-is herte / [532]

the spices of this pas shulne be more largely declared in here

chapetles folowynge /

De Ira.

[533]

Affter envie wol I declare the synne of Ire / for

sothely who that hath envie vppon his neighbour

anoon comunely he wol fynde him a matire of

wrathe / in worde or in dede / ayeines him to whom

he hatfi envie // [534] And as wel cometh Ire / of pride
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as of envie / fFor sotliely he that is proude or envious /

is lightly wrothe /

[535] this synne of Ire after the discrivyng of

lAustyne sciiit Austyue / Is wikked wil / to ben avcngede / Li

worde / or hi dede / [536] Ire after the PhilosojDhre / is

the feruent blood of a man / I-quiked in Mis lierte / thorugh

whiche he wolde harnie to him that he hateth / [537] ffor

certes the herte of a man / bi enchaufynge & mevynge of

his bloode / wexeth so trouble / that he is out of al

iugement of reson / [538] But ye shul vnderstonde

that Ire is in two maners / that on of hem is goode /

that other is wikked / [539] The goode Ire is / bi

lelousie of goodnesse thorugh the whiche a man is wrothe /

with wikkednesse / & ayeins wikkednesse / And tlier-

fore seith th[e] wise man / that Ire is bett than pleye / [540]

this Ire is with debonairte and hit is wrothe / with-

outen bitternesse / nought wroth ^ ayeines the man / but

wrooth with the misdede of the man / as seith the

II Dniiid. p?Y;phete Dauid / Irascimini & nolite peccare / [541] ^ow
Ira.-scitnini &
nolite peccare &c vudcrstondith that w^ikked Ire is in two maners /

that is to seine / sodeyne Ire / & hastiff Ire withouten

avisement / & consentyng of reson / [542] the meny??g

and tiie sens / of this is that the reson of a man ne co?i-

sente nat to that sodeyne Ire / & than is hit venial /

[543] Another Ire is ful wikked / that cometft of

vilony of herte avised & cast biforne / with wikked willo

to do vengeaunce / & therto his reson consentith / &
sothely that is dedly s^oine / [544] This Ire is so dis-

plesaunt to god / that hit troublyth his hous / & chasith the

holy goste out of mannys soule / & wasteth & di-

stroieth the lil^enes of god / that is to seie / the vertu

that is in man-is soule / [545] & putteth in him the like-

nes of the Deuel / & bynemeth the man from god that

is his rightful lord / [546] This Ire is a ful grete

plesaunce to the Deuel / for hit is the deuels furne^^s /

that is enchafed with the fire of helle / [547] ffor certes
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right so as the fire is more myghti to distroye erthely

thinges / than eny other element / Eight so is Ire myghti to

distroye alle spiiituel thinges / [548] Loke how that

fire of smale gledes / that ben ahnoste dede vnder asshen

wolne quiken ayeine / whan thei ben touched with

brymston / Eight so wol Ire euer more qiiiken ayeine /

whan hit is touched bi the pride that is conered in ^exempium,

man-is herte / [549] ffor certes fire ne may not come

out of nothinge / but if hit were first in the same thing

naturelly / As fire is drawe out of flyntes with stceH /

[550] And right so as pride is off'ten tyme mater of Ire /

Eight so is rancoure / norice & keper of Ire / [551] Ther is

a manere tre as seith seint Isodre / that whan men 1 isidonis.

make fire of that tre / & couere the coles of hit with

asshen / sothly the fire of hit wol lasten al a yere / or more
/

[552J And right so farith hit of rancoure / whan he is

ones conceived in the hertes of som men / certes hit wol

laste perauenture from on Esterday / til another

[. . no gap in MS.'\ or more /[553] But certes that man

is ful fer from the me?'cy of god / al thilke while
||

[554] In ^this foreseide deuels fi'orneys / thei

forgen .iij. shrewis Pride that ay blowith & encresith

the fire bi chidinges & wikked wordes / [555] Than

stondeth Envie & holdeth the hote Iren vppon the herte

of man / with a peire of longe tonges of longe rancour /

[556] And than stondeth the synne of contumelie or

striff / & cheste / & batereth & forgeth bi vileynes

reprovynges / [557] Certis this cursed synne anoyeth

both the man him-silff / & eke to his neighboure /

ffor sothly al-moste al the harme / that any man

doth to his neighboure / cometh of wrathe / [558] ffor

certis outrageous wratthe doth al / that euer the

deuel him commaundith / ffor he ne sparith neither

criste / ne his swete moder / [559] And in his out-

rageous anger & Ire / alias alias / ful many on

that tyme felith in his herte ful wikkedly /
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botil of criste / & of alle his halowes / [560] Is

nat this a cursed vice / yis ce?'tis alias / hit bynemeth

from man his witt / & his reson / & al his debonayre

liff spirituel / that shulde kepe his soule / [561

J

Certe^ hit bynemeth eke god-is diwe lordship^;e / &
that is man-is soiile / & the loue of his neighboure /

hit strivith eke alday ayeines trouthe / hit reuyeth him the

quiete of his herte / & subuertethe his soule /

[562] Off Ire comen these stinkynge engendrures /

ffirst hate that is olde wratthe / discorde thorugh which

a man forsaketh his olde frende / that he hath louede ful

longo // [563] And than cometh werre / & euery

manere of wronge that man doth to his neighboure in

body or in cateH [564] Off this cursed synne of Ire

cometh eke manslaughter / And vnderstondeth wel that

homycide that is manslaughter / is in diuerse wise / Some

manere of homicide is spirituel / & some is bodily / [565]

Spirituel manslaughter is in .vj. thinges / ffirst bi

hate as seith seint lohn / that he that hateth his brother

is an homicide // [566] homicide is eke bi bakbityng / of

whiche bakbiters seith Salomon / that thei haue two

swerdis with the whiche thei slen here neighboures / for

sothly as wikked it is to byneme him his good name / as

his Hff / [567] Homicide is eke in yevinge of wikked

consail bi fraude / as for to yeve consail to ^ areise

wrongfully custumes & tallages / [568] of whiche seith

Salomon / Lyoun rorynge / Bere hungry / ben like to

cruel lordshippes / in withholdyng or abreggyng of the

sheepe / or of the hyre/orof thewages of se?*uauntes / orellisin

vsure / or in withdrawjmge of almesse / fro the pore folke /

[569] for which the wise man seith / ffedith him that

almoste deyeth for hungre / for sothly but if thow fede him /

thow sleest him / And alle these ben dedly synnes / [570]

Bodyly manslaughter is whan thow sleest him with thi

tonge / in other mane?'e as whan thow commaundist to

Ble a man / or elUs yevist him consail to sle a
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man / [571] Manslaughter in dede is in .iiij. maners /

that on is hi lawe / right as a Justice dampneth

him that is coupable / to the dethe / but lat the lustice

be war that he do hit rightfully / & that he do it nat

for delite to spille bloode / but for keping of rightwis-

nesse / [572] Another homicide is don for

necessite / as whan a man sleeth another in his defendaunt /

& that he ne may non otherwise escape from his

owne deth / [573] but certis if he may escape with-

outen deth of his aduersarie / & sleeth liim

he doth synne / & he shal here penaunce / as for dedly

sinne / [574] Eke if a man bi caas or auenture shete

an arowe / or cast a ston / with the whiche he sleeth a man
hit is homicide / [575] Eke if a woman bi necligence

ouerlithe hir childe in hir slepinge hit is homicide &
dedly synne / [576] Eke whan a man distourbeth the con-

cepcion of a childe / or maketh a woman bareyne

bi drinkyng of venemous herbes thorugh whiche she may
nat conceive / or sleeth a childe bi drynkes / or

ellis putteth certeyne material thinges in hir secre

place to sle the childe / [577] or ellis doth vnkyndly

synne / bi the whiche man or woman shedith there nature

in manere or in place / there as a childe ne may nat be con-

ceived / or ellis if a woman haue conceived / and hurt-

eth hir silif & sleeth hir childe / yit is it homicide /

[578] what seie we eke of women that mordren

there children for drede of worldly shame / certes an

horrible homicide / [579] Homicide is eke if a man ap-

procheth to a woman bi desire 1 of lecherie bi the whiche the

childe is pe?isshed / or ellis smyteth a woman wetingly /

thorugh whiche she lesith hir childe / alle these ben homi-

cides & horrible dedly synnes / [580] yit cometh ther of

Ire many mo synnes / as wel in worde / as in thought / &
in dede / as he that arecceth vppon god / or blameth god

of thinge / of whiche he is him-silfF gilty / or dispisith

god & alle his halowes / as don these cursed hasardours /
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in diuerse contres / [581] this cursed synne don thei /

wlian thei felen in here herte ful wikkedly of god &;

his halowis / [582] Also whan thei treten vnreuerently

the sacrament of the auter / Thilke synnes ben so grete /

that vnnethes may hit ben relessed but that the mercy of

god / passith his workes / hit is so grete / & he so

benygne / [583] Than cometh of Ire attrie anger /

whan a man is sharply amonesshed in his shriffte to for-

lete synne / [584] than wol he be angry and

answere hokerly / & angerly / or defende & excuse

his synne bi vnstedfastnesse of his flesshe / or ellis he

dide hit / for to holde companye with his felowes / or

ellis he seith the fende entised him / [585] or ellis he

dide hit for his youthe / Or ellis his complexion is so

coragious / that he may nat forbere / Or ellis hit is his

destenye / as he seith -vn-to a certeyne age / Or ellis he

seith hit cometh him of gentilnes of his auncetres /

& semblable thiiiges / [586] Alle these mane?'e of folke

so wra2>2:)en hem / in here synnes / that thei ne wol nought

delyueren hem-silff / fFor sothly no w^ighte that excusith

him of his synne wilfully / may not be delyu&?'ed of his

synne / til that he mekely biknowe his synne / [587]

AfFte?' than cometh sweringe / that is expresse

ayeines the commaundement of god / & this bifallith offte

of anger & of Ire / [588] God seith thow shalt not

take the name of thi lord god in veyne ne in ydel / Also

oure lord ihesii seith bi the wordes of seint Mathewe /

[ no gap in the MS.] [589] ITe wille ye

nought to sw^ere in no manere / neither bi

heuen for it is godis trone / Xe bi the erthe for hit is the

benche of his feete / Xe bi lerusalem for it is the Cite of

a grete kjmge / Ne bi thin hede / for it ^is nat tliin owne / for

thow maist nat make an heere white ne blak / [590] but seith

bi youre ye / ye & nay / nay / And what that is more

it is euel / thus seith criste / [591] ffor cristes sake ne sweritfi

nought so synfully / in dismembringe of criste / bi soule
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lierte / bones / & body / ffor certes it semetEl that ye

tlienke the cursed lewes dismembred liim nonglit

I-nougii / [ . . no gap in the MS.'] but ye dismembren

him more / [592] And if so be the lawe coni-

pelle yow to swere / than shul ye reule yow after the lawe of

god in youre swerynge / As seith seint lerome in .iiij."'^ chap- H lerome.

itle / [ no gap in the MS.] Thow

shalt kepe .iij. condicions / thow shalt swere in trouthe /

in dome / & in rightwisnesse / [593] this is to seyne

thow shalt swere sooth / for ene?y losing is ayeines criste /

ffor criste in verray trouthe / And thenke wel this / That

euery grete swerer / nat compelled lawfully to swere /

the wounde shal nat depa?-te from his hous / whiles he

vsith suche vnlawful swerynge / [594] Thou shalt swere

eke in dome / whan thow art constreyned bi the Domes-

man to wittnesse the trouthe / [595] Eke thou shalt

nat swere for envie ne for fauour / ne for mede /

but for trouthe & rightwisnesse the declaracion of hit to

the wourship29e of god / & to helpinge of thin euen

cristen / [596] And therfore euery man that

taketh the name of god in ydel / or falsly swerith with

his mouthe / or elUs taketh on him the name of criste

to be called a cristen man / & levitli ayeins cristes

levynge & his techinge / alle thei taken godis name

in ydel / [597] Loke eke what seith seint Peter fPetras.

Actuum .iiij*^*^. Non est aliud nomen sub celo / Ther act .iiij'».

nys noon other name seith seint Peter vnder heuen /

I-youen to men in whiche thei mowe be saued / that is to

seine / but in the name of Ihesu criste / [598] [ . . . .

no gap in the MS.] As seith seint Poule / H Pauie.

[ no gap in the 31S.] that in the

name of Ihesu euery kne of heuenly creatures / or

erthely / or of helle shuUe bowe / for hit is so high

& so wourshipful / that the cursed fende in helle sholde

tremble for to hire hit nempned / [599] Than

semeth hit that men that sweren so horribly bi his
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blissed name / tliat thei dispisen it more boldely

than diden the cursed lewes / or ellis the deuel that

tremblith whan he hyrith his name /

[600] ISTow certis sithe that sweringe but if hit be

lawfully don / is so highly defended / meche ^wors is

forsweryng falsly / And yit nedeles

[6oi]# what seie ye of hem / that deliten hem

in swering / & holde hit a gentrie / or a manly dede / to

swere grete othes / And what of hem that of verry

vsage ne sease nat to swere grete othes / al be the cause

nought worthe a strawe / certesthis is an horrible synne/ [602]

swering sodonly withoute avisement is eke a

synne/ [603] Nowlatvs go to thilke horrible& cursed swering/

of adiuracion & coniuracion / as doii these false en-

chauntours / & nigromansours in basins ful of water / or

in a bright swerde / in a cercle / or in a fire / or in a shelder-

bon of a shepe / [604] I can not seyne but that thei

don cursedly / & dampnably / ayeines criste / & al the

feith of holy chirche /

[605] what seie we of hem that bileven on

divynailles / as bi flight or bi noyse of briddes / or of

bestes / or bi sorte bi nigromancie / bi dremes / bi chirkyng

of doores / bi gnawynge of rattes / or erakyng of housus /

& suche manere of "\vrecchednesse / [606] ce?*tis al this

thinge is defended bi god & holy chirche / for

whiche thei ben acursed til thei come to amendement /

that in suche filthe setten here bileve / [607] Charmes

for woundes / of maladie of men or of bestes / if thei

take any effecte / hit may be p(S?'auenture / that god suffrith

hit / for folke sholde yeve the more feith & reue?'ence to

his name /

[608] Now wol I speke of lesinges / whiche gener-

ally is fals signifiaunce of wordes / in entente to disceiven

his euen criste?^ [609] Some lesinge is of whiche

ther cometh noon auantage to no wighte / And some lesinge

turneth to the ease and profite of a man / & to
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damage of another man / [6io] Another lesinge is

for to saue his liff / or his catel / Another lesing cometh

of delite for to lye / in whiche delite thei wolne forge a longe

tale / & peynte hit with al circumstaunces / wher

al the grounde of the tale is fals / [6ii] Some lesinge

eometli for he wol sustene his worde / Some lesinge

cometh of reehelesnesse withouten avisement / & sem-

blable thinges /

[612] Late vs now touche the vice of flaterynge / t fflaterynges

.

thewhiche ne cometh nat gladly / but for drede / orfor conetise/

[613] fflaterie ^is generally wrongeful preisynge / fflater-

ers ben the denelis norices / that norisshen his children

with myIke of losengerye / [614] ffor soth Salomon seith IT Salomon,

that flaterie is worse than detraccion / ffor somtyme de-

traccion maketli an havteyne man / to be the more humble /

for he dredith detraccion // But certes flaterie makith

a man to enhansen his herte & his contenaunce /

[615] filaterers ben the deuelis enchauntours / for

thei maken a man to wene of him selff be like / that he

is nat hke / [616] thei ben like to ludas that bitrayed

[ no gap in the MS.^ a man to selle him

to his enemy / that is to the deuel / [617] fflatrers ben

the deuels Chapeleynes . that singen euere Placebo /

[618] I reken flaterie in the vice of Ire / ffor offt

tyme if a man be wroth with a-nother than wol

he flatere som wight to sustene him in his quarel /

[6 1 9] Speke we now of suche cursinge as cometh «, cursynge

out of Irons herte / Malison may be seide generally / euery

maner powere of harme / suche cursing birevith a man fro

the regne of god / As seith seint Poule [620] thatlPouie.

suche cursinge wrongefully / retorneth oftyn tyme ayeine to

him that cursith / as a bridde retorneth ayeine to his

ow[ne njeste / [621] And ouer al thing men oughte [ms. lubbed.l

to eschewe to curse here children / & yeven to the deuel

there engendrure / as fer forth as in hem is / certis hit is

a grete perille & a grete synne //
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fchidynge. [622] Late vs now speke of cliidynge & reproche

whiclie ben grete woundes in man-is herte for

thei vn-sewen the seemes of frendesliip^;e in mennes herte /

[62;^] ffor ce/'tis vnnethes may a man ben pleynly

accorded with him / that hath him openly reviled / &
rej^roned & disclaundred / this is a fill grysely synne /

as criste seith in the gospel / [624] And take kepe now

that he that reprovith his neighbonr / outher he reprovith

him bi some harme of j^eyne that he hath in his body
/

As Mesel . Croked harlott / or bi some synne that he dothe //

[625] ]^ow if he reprove him bi harme of peyne /

than turneth the repreff to Ihe^^u criste / for peyne is

sent bi the rightwis sonde of god / & bi his suffe^raunce /

be it ]\Ieselrie or mayme / or maladie . [626] And if he

rep?-ove him vncharitably / of synne / as thow holour thow

dronkelewe harlott / & so forth / than appeHeyneth that

to the reioysing of the deiiel / that euer hath ioye

that men don synne / [627] And ce?-tis cliidynge may

not come but of a vileyns herte / ffor after the

% ex h.Voundancia liabiindaiince of the herte speketh the monthe ful offte /
cordis OS loquitur

.

[628] And ye shul vnderstonde that loke bi any Avey /

whan any man shal chastise another / that he be war

of chidinge or reproving / ffor truly but he be

wer / he may ful lightly queken the fire of anger & of

wratthe / whiche that he sholde quenche / and pe?'auenture

sleth him that he myghte chastise with benyg-

^ Salomon. nitc
/ [629] ffor as seith Salomon the amyable tonge / is

the tree of liff / that is to seyne of liff espirituel / And

a dislave tonge / sleth the spirites of him that

reprovith / and eke of him that is reproved / [630] Lo

Avhat seint Austyne seith / ther is nothing so like the

\Pauie. deueles childe as he that offte chideth / seint Poule seith

eke / I seniaunt of god bihove nought to chide / [631] And

how that chiding is a vileyns thing bitwix al

mani??-e folke
/

3it is hit certis most vncovenable

bitwixe a man & his wiff / for there is neuer reste /
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And therfore seith Salomon / An hoiis that is viicoiiered

in rayne & droppinge / & a chidynge wiff ben I-like

[632] a man that is in a droppinge hous in many

places / though he eschewe the droppinge in o place /

yit it droppeth on him in a-nother place / so farith hit bi

a chidinge wiff / but she chide him in o place / she

wol chide him in another / [633] And therfore bette?' is

a morssel of brede with ioye / than an hous ful of

delites with chidinge / seith Salomon [634] seint T Salomon

Poule seith / ye women be ye subiectes to youre

housbondes / as bihovith in god / And ye men lovith youre

wives / as Colonisences .iij". T Ad coionisen-
'

^ ses .iij«.

[635] AfFterward speke we of scornynge / whiche is a

wikked synne / and namely whan he scornyth a man for

his goode workes / [636] ffor certes suche scorners

faren I-like the foule toode that may nat endure to

smelle the swete sauoure of the vyne / whan it

flourith / [637] 1 These scorners ben pc^rtynge felawes

with the deuel / for thei haue ioye whan the deuel

wynneth / & sorowe whan he leseth / that is to seye sauacion of

soule / [638] thei benaduersaries to oure lord ihesu criste / for

thei haten that he loveth / that is to seie sauacion of soule /

[639] Speke we now of wikked consail / ffor he that

wikked consail yeueth is a traytoure / for he disceivith 1" wikked con-

saille

,

him that trusteth in him / vt Achitofel de Absone /

But natheles yit is his wikked counsail first ayens him

selff / [640] ffor as seith the wise mdiU Eue?y fals

levyng man hath this properte in him selff / that he that

wol anoye another man / he anoyeth first him selff /

[641] And men shul vnderstonde / that man shal nat

take his counsail of fals folke / ne of to angry folke / ne of

grevous folke / ne of folke that louen to meche specmlly here

owne profite / ne to meche wordly folke / & namely in con-

saillynge of soules /

[642] Il^ow Cometh the synne of hem that sowen &
maken discorde / amonges folke / whiche is a synne that T'Discoide.
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criste liatetH vtterly / and no wonder is / for he deyed

to make concorde / [643] & more shame do thei to

criste / than dide thei that him crucified / ffor

loueth bette?^ that frendeshi232^e be amonges folke / than

he dide his owne body / which e that he yaff for vnitees /

therfore ben thei likened to the Deuel / that eiiere is

a-boughte to make discorde /

«f Double tonge

.

[644] ISTow cometh the synne of double tonge / suche

as speken faire bifore folke / & wikkedly be-hynde / or

eUis thei maken sembelaunt / as though thei spake of

goode entencion / or eRes in game & 'pleje / & yit thei

speken of wikked entent /

•i bi-wreiynge. of [645] l!^ow couieth biwreiyuge of consail / thorugh the
consaille

.

whiche a man is defamed / certes vnnethe may he restore the

damages /

% Manace [646] Xow cometh manas that is an open folye / ffor

he that offte manassith / he thretith more than he may

do ful ofift tyme /

II yiiei wordes

.

[647J I^ow comcth ydcl wordcs / that is withouten

profite / of him that speketh the wordes / & eke of him

that herkeneth the wordes / or ellis ydel wordes ben

tho that be nedeles / ^or withouten entente of naturel

profite / [648] And al be hit that ydel wordes ben som-

tyme venial synne / yit sholde men doute hem / for we

shul yeue rekenynge of hem / biforne god /

liangeiinge. [649] I^ow cometh langelyuge that may nat be with-

outen synne / as seith Salomon hit is a signe of aperte

folye / [650] And therfore a Philosophre seide / whan

a man asked him how men sholde please the peple /

And he answerde & seide / domanygoodeworkes /& speke fewe

langelynges /

tiapes. [651] And afte?* this cometh the synne of Tapes that

ben the deuels Apes / for thei maken folke to laughe at

here iaperye / as folke don at the gaudes of an Ape /

suche iapes defendith seint Poule // [652] Loke how

that ve?'tuous wordes & holy / conforten hem
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tliat travaile in the seruice of criste / Eight so conforten

the vileyns wordes & knakkes of iapers hem / that

travailen in the seruice of the deuel / [653] these ben

the synnes that comen of the tonge / that comen of Ire /

And other synnes many mo

,

Remediuiii contra pecca^wm Ire .

[654]
ri^He remedie ayeines Ire / is a vertu that men

JL clepen Mansuetiide that is debonairte / &
eke another vertu that men clepen Pacience / or ellis

sufferaunce
/

[655] Debonairte withdrawith & refreynetfe

the sterynges & the mevynges of man-is corage in his

herte / in suche manere that thei ne skippe nought out bi

anger / ne bi Ire / [656] Suffraunce suffreth swetly alle

the anoysaunces / & the wronges / that men don to a man

outwarde / [657] seint lerome seith thus of Debonairte H leromo

that hit doth noon harme to no wighte / ne seith for noon

harme that men him don ne seyne / he ne eschaungeth nat

ayeines his reson / [658] This ve?'tu cometh somtyme of

nature / ffor as seith the Philosophre / a man is a quike

thinge bi nature / debonaire & tretable bi goodenesse /

But whan debonairte is enformed of grace / it

is the more worthe /

[659] Pacience that is another remedie aye?ist Ire /

hit is a vertu that suffreth swetly eiierj mannys goodnesse /

& is nat worthe for noon harme / that is don ^ vnto him /

[660] the Philosophre seith that Pacience is that

vertu that suffreth debonairly alle the outrages of

adue?-site and euery wikked worde / [661] this vertu

maketh a man I-like to god & maketh him his

owne dere childe as seith criste / This vertu disconfiteth

thin enemy / And therfore seith the wise man / If thow

wolt venquysshe thin Enemy lerne to suffre / [662] And

thow shalt vnderstonde / that a man suffreth .iiij. manere
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of greuaunces in outwarde tliinges / ayeines the whiche .iiij.

he mote haue .iiij. manere of paciences /

[66^] The first greuaunce is of wikked wordes /thilke gre-

naunce suffredoiirelord ihe^acriste/withoutengrucchinge ful

paciently / whan the lewes dispised him & rep?'oued liim

ful offte / [664] siiffre thow therfore paciently / ffor tlie

Avise man eke seith / If thow strive with a fool / though

the fool be wroth or though he laughe algate

thow shalt haue no reste // [665] That other grevaunce

outwarde is / to haue damage of thi catel / There ayeines

suffred criste ful paciently / whan he was dispoyled of al

that he hadde in this lifF & that nas nought but the clothes /

[666] The .iij. greuaunce is to a man to haue liarme m
his body / that suffred criste ful paciently in al his

passion / [667] The ferthe greuaunce is an outragious

labour in werkes / wherfore I seie that folke that

niaken here seruauntes to travaile to grevously or out of

tyme / as on halydayes / sothly thei don grete synne /

[668] Here ayeines suffred criste ful paciently &
taught vs pacience / whan he bare vppon his blessed

shildres the croys vppon the whiche he sholde suffre

disjDitous deth / [669] Here may men lerne to be

j)aciente / ffor certes nought onely cristen men ben pacient /

for the loue of ihei^u criste & for guerdon of the blisse

of heuen / & of the blisful liff that is perdurable / But

certes the olde paynemes that neuere were cristen com-

menden & vsen the ve?'tu of pacience /

[670] A Philosophre vppon a tyme that wolde haue

beten his disciple for his grete trespace / for whiche he was

gretly ameved / & brought a yerde to scoure the

cliilde / [671] And whan the childe sawe the yerde / he

seide to his maister / ^what wol ye don / I wol bete

the quod the maister for thi correcc/on / [672] ffor sothe

qiiod the childe ye oughte firste correcte youre silff / that

haue lost youre pacience for the gilte of a childe /

[673] ffor sothe c[?/od the maiste?- al weping thow
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seist sothe / haue tliow the yerde my dere sone &

correcte me for myn impacience / [674] Off pacience cometli

obedie?ice thorugh the whiche a man is obedient to criste / &

to alle hem to whiche he onghte to be obediente in criste /

[675] And vnderstonde wel that obedience is pe?-fite /

whan men doon gladly and hastyly with good

herte entirely al that he shulde don / [676] Obedience

gene?-ally is to pe?-forme the doctryne of god / &

of his soueraignes to whiche him oughte to be obeissaunt

to al manere of rightwisnesse /

De accidia

.

[677J
ffter the synnes of Envie & Ire / now wol I

A' speke of the synne of accidie / for envie

blyndeth the herte of a man / And Ire troubleth

a man / And accide maketh him hevie / thoughtful / &

wrawe / [678] Envie & Ire maken bitternesse in herte /

whiche bitternesse is moder of accidie / & bynemeth hiui

the loue of al goodnesse / than is accidie the

anguysshe of a troubled herte / And seint Austyne seith / ifAustyne.

It is anoye of goodnesse / & anoye of harme / [679] certis

this is a dampnable synne / for it doth wronge to IhesM

criste / in-asmeche as hit bynemeth the seruice that men

don to criste with al diligence / as seith Salomon /n Salomon,

[680] But accide doth no suche diligence / he doth

al thing with anoy / & wrawnesse / slaknesse

& excusacion / & with ydulnesse & vnlust / ffor

whiche the booke seith / Acursed be he that doth the

se?'uice of god necligently / [681] than is accidie

Enemy to eue?y estate of man / ffor certis thestate of

man is in .iij. maners / [682] The first estate is the estate of

Innocencie as was thestate of Adam bifore or he fel in-to

synne / in whiche estate he was holden to werche / as in

heriyng & honouryng of god / [683] Another estate

is the estate of synful men / in whiche estate men ben holden
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to laboure / in praiyng to god for amendement of here

synnes / & that he wol graunte hem to arise out of here

^synnes / [684] Another estate is thestate of grace / in

whiche estate he is holde to do workes of penaunce / &
certis to alle these thinges is accidie enemy & con-

trarie / for he loueth no besynesse at al / [685] 'Now

ce?'tis this foule synne accidie is eke a ful grete enemy

to the hflode of the body / for it hath no purviaunce

ayeines temporel necessite / for hit is for

slouthed / for slougged & distroyed alle goodes temporelles bi

rechelesnesse /

[686] The fourthe thing is / that accide is like hem

that ben in the peyne of helle / bicause of here sloiithe /

& of here hevynesse / ffor thei that ben dampned ben

so bounde / that thei ne mow nat wel do / ne wel

thenke / [687] Oif accide cometh first / that a man is

anoyed / & encombred to do any goodnesse / &
maketh that god hath abhomynacion of suche

accide as seith seint lohn) /

Tsiouthe. [68S] Now cometh slouth that wol nat sufFre noon

hardenesse / ne no penaunce / ffor soth slouth is so

tender & so delicate / as seith Salomon that he wol

suffre noon hardnesse ne penaunce /And therfore he

shendith al that he doth [689] ayeines his roten

herted synne of accide / And slouth sholde men

excersise & vse hem selff to don good workes & manly /

& vertuously cacchen corage wel to don / tlienk-

yng that oure lord ihesu criste quiteth eucry goode

dede / be it iiewere so lite / [690] vsage of labour is a

% Bernard grete thing / ffor liit maketh as seith seint Bernarde / the

laborer to haue stronge armes / & harde senowes / &
slouth maketh a man feble & tendre / [691] Than cometh

drede to bigynne any goode workes / ffor

certes he that is enclyned to synne him thenketh it

is so grete an emprise / for to vndertake to do workes

of goodnesse / [692] and casteth in his herte that the

SELDEN (for Corpus 658) (6-T. 646) [Ueaf 291,lnick]



SIX-TEXT 647
GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Selden, for Corpus MS. 659

circunstaunces of goodnesse ben so grevous & so

chargeable for to sufFre / that he clar nat vndertake to

don workes of goodnesse / as seith seint Gregorie /

[693] Now Cometh wanhope / that is dispeire of the TTWanhope.

mercy of god / that cometh somtyme of to meche oiit-

ragious sorow / And somtyme of to meche drede / ymagen-

ynge ^ that he hath don so meche synne / that hit wold

nat availe him / though he wolde repent him / &
for sake synne & do good / [694] thorugh whiche dispeire or

drede/he habundith his herte to euery mane?'e synne /as seith

seint Austyne / [695] whiche dampnable synne if

it contenue vn-to his ende / hit is cleped synnynge in the

holy gost / [696] this orrible synne is so pe?-ilous /

that he that is dispeired ther is no felonye ne no synne

that he douteth for to do / as shewed wel bi ludas /

[697] Certes abonen alle synnes / than is this synne

most displesaunce to crist / & most aduersarie [698]

to god / sothly he that dispeirith him / is like the cowarde

Champion recreant / & seith creant withouten nede /

Alias alias nedeles is he recreant /

& nedeles dispeired / [699] fifor certes the mercy of god is

euere redy to the penitente / & is above alle his workes /

[700] Alias can nat a man bi-thinke him on the gospel

of seint Luke . xv™°. where as criste seith / That as wel shal IT luce .x\^°.

ther be loye in heuen vppo?^ a sinful man / that doth

penaunce / than vppon nynety & nyne . that

[. . . .no gap in the MS.~\ nedith no penaunce / [701]

loke ferthermore in the gospel / the loye & the

feste of the goodman that had lost his sone / whan

his sone with repentaunce was retourned to his fader /

[702] Can thei nought remembre hem that as seith

seint luke . xiij°. Capitz^lo / how that the theff seide that was tiuce .xiij». c\

honged bi-side ihesu cristes side / lord remembre on me whan

thow comest vn-to thi kingdome / [703] ffor sothe seide

criste / to day thow shalt be with me in

Paradise [704] Certes ther is noon so orrible synne of
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man / that it ne may in his liff be distroyed hi penaunce /

thorugh vertu of the passion & the dethe of criste /

[705] Alias what nedith a man than to be dispelled /

sithen that his mercy so redy is / & so large / Aske & haue /

TI sompnoieneia [706] Than comoth sompnolencG that is sloggy

slombrynge / whiche maketh a man hevy & dul in

body / & in soule / & this synne cometh of slouthe /

[707] And certes the tyme that ^bi wey of reson men

sholde nought slepe bi the morowe but if ther were

cause resonable / [708] ffor sothely on the morowe tide is

most couenable a man to seie his prayeres / & for

to thenke on god / & for to honours god / & to

yeve almes to the pore that first comen in the name

of criste / [709] Lo whath seith Salomon who so wol

bi the morowe awake & seke me / he shal fynde

IFnecUgeiice me / [710] Than cometh necligence or rechelesnesse /

that recketh of nothinge / And how that ignoraunce is the

moder of al thing /that toucheth harme/Certes necligence is the

norice / [711] necligence doth no force whan he shal do

a thinge / whether he do it wel or badly /

[712] Off remedy of these two synnes / as seith

the wise man / That he that dredith god / spareth not

to don / that him oughte to don / [713] & he that loueth

god / he wol do diligence to please god / bi his workes /

and habunden him seltf with al his niyghte wel for to don
/

tydeinesse.
[7 1 4] Than cometh ydelnesse / that is the yate of al

harme / An ydel man is like to a place that hath no

walles / there As deuels may entren bi euery side / or shete

at him at discouert bi temptacion on euery side /

[715] this ydelnes is the Thorroke of alle wikked &
vileynes thoughtes / & of alle langlis / triflis / & of

al ordure / [716] Certes the heuen is yeven to hem that

f Dauid wol laboure & nought to ydel folke / Eke Dauid seith /

thei ne be nat in the laboure of men / ne thei ne shal

nat be whippede Avith men / that is to seie in purgarie /
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[7 1 7] Certes than semetH hit that thei shul be turmented /

with the deuel in helle / but if thei don penitence /

[718] Than cometh the synne that men clepen

tarditas / as whan a man is to latrede or to tariyng / or ^ tarditas

he wol turne to god / & ce?'tis that is a grete folye /

he is like him that fallith in the diche & wol nought

arise / [719] as this vice cometh of fals hope that

he thenketh that he shal leve longe / bu[t] that hope

failith ful offte /

[720] Than cometh laches that is he / that whan he IF Laches.

bigynneth any goode werke / a-non he wol forlete it &

stynte / as don thei that haue any wight ^to gouerne /

& ne taken of him no more kepe / anoon as thei fynde

any contrarie or any anoye / [721] these ben the newe

shepperdes that laten here shepe renne weti[n]gly to

the wolff that is in the breres / or don no force of here owne

gouernaunce / [722] Of this cometh pouerte / and distruccion

bothe of spirituel & of temporel thinges / Than cometh

a mane?'e of coldnesse / that fresith at the herte of man / t coidenesse

.

[723] Than cometh vndevocion/thorugh the whiche a man is t vndevocion

,

blente / as seith seint Bernarde and suche langour in ti Bern aid.

soule / that he ne may neither rede ne synge /in holy chirche /

ne hire ne thenke of no deuocion / ne travaile with

his hondes in no goode workes / that hit nys to him vnsaverie /

& al appalled / [724] than wexeth he sore & slowe &
slombri & soone wol be wrothe / & soone is he enclyned

to hate & to envie [725] Than cometh the synne of

wordly sorowe / whiche that is cleped tristicia / that sleth ^ sorow.

a man as seint Poule / [726] fPor certis suche sorowe ir Pouie

wercheth to the dethe of the soule & of the bodie also /

fforther ouere than cometh that aman is anoyed ofhis owne liflf/

[727] wherfore suche sorowe shorteth ful ofifte the liff of

men / or that here tyme come bi wey of kynde /
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[728]

Remedium cont?'a "peccafdfm Accidie .

A'
geyns this orrible synne of accidie / & the

branches of the same / ther is a vertu that is cleped

fffortitudo. ffortitudo / 01 strengthe / that is an affeccion thorugh

whiche / a man dispisith almaner ofnoyous thinges / [7 29] this

vertu is so myghti & so vigorous / that hit dar withstonde

myghtily & wisely kej)e him selff from perellis that ben

wikked / and wrestle ayeines the assavte of the deuel /

[730] ffor hit enhaunseth & enforseth the soule / right as

t ffortitudo. accidie abateth hit/ & makith hit feble / for this ffortitudo

may endure bi longe suffraunce / the travailes that ben

couenable /

[731] this vertu hath many spices [. . no gap in MS.]

The first is cleped /Magnanymyte / that is to seie ^ grete corage /

ffor ce?'tis ther bihoueth grete corage ayeines accidie / lest

that hit swolowe the soule / bi the synne of sorowe / or

distroye hit bi wanhope / [732] this vertu maketh

folke to vndertake harde thinges / & grevous

bi here owne w^ille / wisely & resonably / [733] And for-

asmeche as the deuel fiteth ayeines man / more bi

queyntise & bi slighte / than bi strengthe / therfor* a man

sholde with-stonde him / bi witt / & bi reson & with dis-

Iffidesspes. crcssiou / [734] Than ben ther the vertues of feith / &
hope in god / & in his seintes / to atcheuen & accomplisshe

goode werkes / in the whiche he purposeth fermely

tsecurita3 to couteuue / [735] Than Cometh surete or sekernesse /

& that is / whan a man ne douteth nat to travaile in tyme

comyng to performe the grete workes of goodnesse / that he

% Magnificencia hath bigouue/ [736] Thancomethmagnificeuce/thatistoseie/

whan a man doth & performeth grete werkes /

& that is the ende / whi that men sholde do goode

werkes / for in the accomplisshi?2g of grete & goode

werkes lithe the grete guerdoun / [737] Than is ther

•HConstancia. Constaunco / that is stablenesse / of corage / & this sholde

be in herte / bi stedefast feith / & in
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the moovthe / & in berynge / in chere / & in dede / [738] Eke

tlier ben mo special thinges / & remedies / ageyns accidie in

diuerse werkes/& in consideracionof peynes of belle/& of the

ioyes of beuen / & in the truste of the grace of the boly

goaie / that wol yeve him myght to performe his goode

entente /

De Auaricia

.

[739]

Affter accidie wol I speke of avarice / & of

couetise / of the whiche synne / as seith seint Poule /

that the rote of alle synnes is couetise / Ad
Tymotheum .vj.*° [740] ffor sothely whan the herte of a

man is confounded in hit selfif / & troubled / and that the

soule hath loste the comforte of god / than seketh he an

ydel solace of wordly thinges /

[741] Avarice afte?- the discripcion of seint Augustyne / t Austyne,

Is a likerousnesse in herte to haue erthely thinges /

[742] Somme other folke seie / ^that auarice is / for to

purchase many erthely thinges / & nothing yeve

to hem that haue nede / [743] And vnderstondith wel that

auarice nys nat onely in londe ne in catel / but som-

tyme in science / and in glorie / & in euery manere of

outragious thinges / is auarice & couetise / [744] And

the difference bitwixe auarice & couetise is this /

Couetise is for to coueite suche thinges as thow

hast nought / And auarice is to withholde & kepe / suche

thinges as thow hast withouten rightful nede / [745] sothely

this auarice is a synne that is ful dampnable / ffor al holy

writt curseth hit / & speketh ayeines that vice / ffor it dothe

wronge to Ihesn criste / [746] for it bireueth him the loue

that men to him owen / and turneth hit bakwarde ayeines

al reson / [747] & maketh that the auericious man /

hath more hope in his catel tha?z in Ihe^u criste / &
doth more obseruaunce in keping of his tresour* / than

he doth to the se?"uice of ihesu criste [748] And therfore seith
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% Poule

Exodi c°.

seint Paule / Ad Epliecios / v.*° that an auarious man is

thral to ydolatrie /

[749] what difference is hitwixe an ydolastre / &
an auarous man / But that an ydolastre perauenture

ne hath but oon mavmet or two / And the auarous man

hath many / ffor certiseue?y floreyne ornoblein his cofre is his

Mavmet / [750] And certis the synne of Mavmetrie is

the first thing / that god defendith in the ten commaimd-

ementes/as berith witnesse in Exodi c° {blank) [751] thow

shalt haue no fals godis / bifore me / ne thow shalt make

to the no grave thinge / thus is than an auarous man that

loueth his tresour' biforne god / An ydolastre [752] thorugh

his synne of avarice / & of couetise / comen these

harde lord-shippes / thorugh whiche men ben distroyed /

bi tallages Custumes & cariages / more than here

duete or reson is / and eke take thei / of here bonde-

men amersementes / whiche myghte more resonably be

^cleped extorcions than mercymentes / [753] of whic[h]e

mercimentes & raunsons of bondemen / some

lordis Stewardes seyne that hit is rightful / for-asmeche as

a Cherle hath no temporel thing / that hit ne is here lordes

as thei seie / [754] But certis thes lordes don

wronge / that thei bireve here bonde folke thinges / that thei

neuer gaffhem / Augusti[n]?is de Ciuitate dei libronono / [7 5 5 ]

sothe is that the condicion of thraldom / & the first

% Genesis quinto causc of thraldom is for synne / Genesis quinto /

[756] thus may ye se that the gilte deservith

thraldom / but nat nature / [757] wherfore these lordes

ne shulde nat meche glorifie hem in here lord-shij)pes /

sithen that bi naturel condicion thei ben lordis ouer

thrallis / but for that / that thraldom cam first bi deserte of

synne / [758] And ferther oue?' there as the lawe seith /

that temporal goodes of bonde folke / ben the goodes

of here lordshippes / ye that is to vnderstonde / the goodes

of the Emperouf to defenden hem in here right / but nat

for to robben hem ne reven hem / [759] And therfoi-'
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seith Seneca / Thi prudence sholde leve benygnely with ITSeneca.

thi thrallis / [760] thei that thow clepest thi thrallis /

ben godis peple / fFor humble folke ben cristes frendes /

thei ben contubernyal with the lorde /

[761] Thenke eke that of suche seede as Cherles

springen / of suche seede springen lordes / as wel may
the Cherle be saued / as the lorde / [762] The same dethe that

takeththe Cherle / thesame dethe takith the lorde /wherfore I

rede do right so with thi cherle / as thow woldest

thi lord dide with the / if thow were in his plighte /

[763] Euery sinful man is a cherle to synne / I rede n consilium

.

the lorde thow werche in suche wise / that

thi cherles rather loue the than drede the / [764]

I wot wel ther is degre / aboue degre / as reson

is /& skele that if thatmen don here devoyre there as hit is due //

But certes extorcions & dispites of youre vnder^lynges is

dampnable /

[765] and therfore vnder-stondith wel / that

conquerou[r]s or tirauntes maken ful offt thralles of

hem that ben borne / of as roial blood / as ben thei that

hem conqueren / [766] This name of thraldom was

neuere erst couthe / til that JSToye seide / that his sone

Cayme shulde be thral to his brother for his synne / "^ cayme cause of

[767] what seie we than of hem that pelyn & don

extorcions to holy chirche / Certes the swerde that

men yeven fu'st to a knyght whan he is newe dubbed /

signefieth that he sholde defende holy chirche / &
nought robbe it / & who so doth is traitour

to criste / [768] as seith seint Austyne / thei ben iFAustyae.

deuels wolvis that strangelyn the shepe of ihesu

criste / & don worse than wolves / [769] ffor sothly

whan the wolfF hath ful his wombe / he stinteth to

strangelyn shepe / but sothely the pilours & the distroy-

ours of holy chirche goodes ne don nat so / for thei ne

stinte neuer to pilen / [770] Now as I haue seide / sithen so

is that sinne was first cause of thraldom / than is it
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thus / tliat tliiike tyme that al the world was in sjmne /

than was al the worlde in thraldom & siibieccioii) /

[771] But certis sithen the tyme of grace cam / god

ordeyned / that some folke shold be more high in estate

& degre / than some / and some folke more lowe / And that

eueryche sholde be serued in his estate / & in his degre /

[772] And therfore in some contrees there they ben

thrallis / whan thei haue turned hem to the feith / thei maken

here thralles free / out of thraldom / And therfore certis

the lord owith to his man / that the man owith to

his lorde / [773] The Pope clej^eth him silff se?'uaunt

senilis sei-no- of the seruauntes of god / But for-asmeche as the estate of

holy chii'che / ne myghte nat haue be kept / ne the comen

prcfite ne myght nat haue be kept ne pees ne reste / in

erthe / but if god had ordeyned that some men hadde

higher degre / & some men lowei-' / [774] And therfore was

souereynte ordeyned / to kepe and mayntene / & de-

fende here vnderli?2ges / & here sub^iectes in reson / as fer-

forthe as it lith in here powere / and nat to distroye hem /

ne confounde / [775] wherfore I seie / that suche lordes

as ben like wolves / that devoure?z the possessions or

the catel of pore folke wrougefully withouten me?*cy or

mesure / [776] thei shullen resceiven bi the same mesure /

that thei haue mesured to pore folke / the mercy of Ihe.5U

'^ Disceite. criste / but if hit be amended / [777] Xow cometh disceite

bitu[i]xe march«unt & marchaunt / And thow shalt vnder-

stonde that marchaundise is in many maners / that oon

is bodily & that other is gostly / that oon is

leful & honest / that othere is dishoneste & vuleful /

[778] Of thilke bodyly marchau?zdise that is leful &
honest is this / that there as god hath ordeyned / that a

Eegne or a contre is sufficiaunt to him silff / than it is

honest & leful / that of the abundaunce of this contre /

that men helpe another contre that is more nedye /

[779] And therfore ther mote be marchauntes to

bringe from that oon contre / to that othere / here march-
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aundise / [780] That other marchaimdise is that / that men

haunte with fraiide / & trecherie / & disceite / with

lesinges / & fals othes / is cursed & dampnahle /

[781] Esi^irituel marchaundise is p?-(9perly Symonye /

that is ententiff desire to bye thinge espirituel / that is

thinge that apperteyneth to the seintiiarie of god / & to

the cure of soule / [782] This desire if it so be / that a

man do his diligence to performe hit / al be it though his

desire ne take noon effecte / yit is it to him a dedly

synne / & if be ordrede he is irregulere / [783] Certis

Symonye is cleped of Symon Magus / that wolde haue H Symon Magus

boughtwith the temporal catel / the yifftthat god hadde yeuen

bi the holy gost / to seint Peter / & to thappostles /

[784] And therfore vnderstondith / that both he that

sellith & he that bieth thinges espirituels ben

cleped symonyals / be hit bi catel be hit bi procuryng /

or bi flesshly praiere / of his frendes / or of his sp/rzYuel

frendes / [785] ^flesshely frendes / in two maners / as bi

kynrede / or as bi other frendes / or of sp/nYuel frendes /

Sothely if thei praie for him that is nat able / & worthi it

is symonye / iff he take that benefice / & if he be worthi &

able hit nys noon / [786] The other manere is whan a man

or a woman praie for folke to avaunce hem / onely for

wikked flesshely affeccion / that thei liaue vn-to the pe7-sones/

& that is in soule Symonye / [787] but certe^- in seruices

for whiche men yeven thinges espiVzYuels vn-to here

seruauntes / hit mot ben vnderstonde / that the seruice

mot be honeste / & elles nat / And eke that hit be

withouten barganynge / & that the pe?'sone be able /

[788] ffoT as seith seint Damasie / Alle the synnes of the IF Damasie

worlde / at the regarde of this sinne / ben as thinge of nought /

ffor it is the grettest sinne that may be / aft^r the sinne

of Lucifer & of Antecriste / [789] ffor bi this sinne god

forlesith the chirche & the soule / that he boughte with

his precious bloode / bi hem that yeuen chirches to hem

that ben nat digne / [790] ffor thei putten in theves that
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stelen the soule of Ihesu criste / & distroyen his patry-

moigne / [791] By suche vndigne prestes / & curate*^

haue men the lasse reue?'ence of the sacramentes of

holy chirche / And suche yeuers of chirches putten out

the childerne of criste / & putten in-to the chirche the

deuels owne sones / [792] thei sellen the soules /

the lombes thei kepen to the wolff that strangelith

hem / and therfore shul thei neue/' haue parte

of the pasture of the lombes / that is in the blisse of

thasardrie. heucn / [793] ISTow cometh hasardrio / with his appur-

tenaunce / as tables / Eavfles / of whiche comen disceite /

& flas othes / Chidmges / & al ravynges / blasphemynge /

& reuyynge of god / & hate of his neighbours / wastynge

of goodes / misspend}Tige of tyme / & somtyme man-

slaughter / [794] Certis hasardours ne mowe nought be

"vvithouten gretesynne/whiles thei haimtenthatcrafi'te/[795]

Off Avarice cometh eke lesinges / thefft / fals witnesse ^ ffals

othes/and ye shul vnderstonde / that these ben grete synnes /

& expresse ayeines the co??2maundeme/2tes of god as I haue

seide / [796] ffals witnesse is in worde & in dede eke /

In worde / as for to bireve thi neighbozi?'is good name /

bi thi fals wittnesse / or bireve him his catel / or his

heritage bi thi fals wittnessinge / whan thow for Ire / or

for mede / or for envie / berest fals witnesse / or accusest

him / or excusest him bi thi fals wittnesse / or eUis ex-

twaryow cusest thi selff falsly // [797] War yow questemongeres &
questemongeres

.

,

notories / Certis for fals wittnessinge was Susanna in

grete sorowe & peyne & many another mo / [798] The

sinne of thefft is eke expresse ayeines godis heeste / & that in

two mane?'s / Corporel & spmYuel / [799] [Corporel]

as for to take thi neighboris catel / ayeines his wil /

be hit bi force / or bi slighte / be it bi mette or bi mesure /

[800] bi stelinge eke of fals enditementes vppon him / And

in borowynge of thi neighboris catel / in that entente neuere

to pay / & semblable thinges / [801] Es-

ptnYuel thefft is sacrilege / that is to seie in hurt-
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ynge of holy tliinges / or of thinges sacrede to criste / in two

maners / bi reson / of the holy place / as chkches or

chirchehawes / [802] ffor euery violente sinne that

men don in suche places may be cleped sacrilege / or

euery violence in semblable place / Also thei that

withdrawen falsly the rightes that longen to holy

chirche / [803] And playnly & generally is sacrilege

to yeve holy thinge / fro holy place / and vn holy

thinge out of holy place / Or holy thinge out of vn-

holy place /

Remedium- contra Auariciam

.

[804]

NOw shul ye vnderstonde / that the relevynge of

Auarice is mesericorde / & pite largely taken /

And men myght axe whi / that misericorde & pite /

is the releuynge of Auarice / [805] Certes the auarouse

man / sheAvith no misericorde ne pite / to the nedeful

man / ffor he deliteth him in the kepinge of his tresoure /

& not in the restoringe ne relevinge of his euen

cristen /
" & therfore speke I first of misericorde

[806] ^Than is misericorde as seith the Philosophre

a vertu bi whiche the corage of a man is stered / bi the

mysese of him that is mysesed / [807] vppon the whiche

misericorde folwith pite / in performynge of charitable

workes / of misericorde / [808] And certes this

mevith man to misericorde of Ihesn criste / that yaff

him silff for oure gult / & suffred dethe / for misericorde /

& foreyaff vs oure original sinnes / [809] & therbi

relesed vs fro the peyne of helle / & amennshed the

peyne of purgatorie bi penaunce / And yevith grace

wel to do / And at the laste the ioye of heuen
/ [810] the

spices of misericorde ben as for to leue / & for to

yeve / & eke for to foryeve / & relese & haue

pite / in herte / & to haue compassion of the mischeff of thi
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euencristen / & eke cliastice there as nede is /

[8ii] Another mane7'e remedie ayeins auarice is

resonable largesse / but sothely here bihovith the con-

sideracion of the grace of Ihesu criste / & of his

tempore! goodes / & eke of the goodes perdurable

that criste yaff vs / [812] & eke to haue remembraunce of

the dethe that he shal resceive he note whanne /

& eke that he shal forgon al that he hath /

saue only that / he hath dis^Dendid in goode workes /

[813] But for-asmeche as somm.e folke ben vnniesur-

able / men oughten eschue foole largesse that men

clepen waste / [814] Certis he that is foole large ne

yevith nought his catel / but he leseth his catel / Certes

what thinge that he yevith for vaynglorie / as to

mynstraUes / & to folke for to here his renoun in the

worlde he hath don synne & noon almes /

[815] Certis he leseth foule his goode / that ne seketh

nothinge with his goode but synne /

[8 1 6] he is like an hors that seketh rather to drynke

droupy water or troubly / than for to drinke water of the

clere welle / [817] And for-asmeche as thei yenen there

as they shulde nat yeuen / to hem apperteyneth that

malison that crist shal yeue at the day of dome to

hem that shulle be dampnede

De gula.

[818]

A'
ffter auarice cometh glotenye / whiche is expresse eke

ayeines the co??2maundementes of ^god / glotenye is

vnmesurable appetite to ete / or to drinke / or ellis

[2 appetite eraser?] to dou I-uoughe / to the vnmesurablo ^ & discorde

covetise to ete & to drinke / [819] This sinne cor-

ru??2ppeth al this worlde / as is wel shewed in the synne of

IPauie Adam & of Eue / Lo eke what seith seint Paule / of

gloteneye / [820] Many folke of whiche
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I haue oft seide to yow / & now I seie it wepinge
^ -'yy />n>

to hem that hen enemyes of the croyce of criste / of /*

whiche the ende is dethe / and of whiche here wombe is v) J J "XT

here god / & here glorie in confusion of hem that sc^-* k

devouren erthely thinges / [821] he that is vsaate^to^^,-^'^

this synne of glotenye / he ne may no synne with-stande /

he moste be in the se?'uage of alle synnes or vicis / for it is the

deuels horde there he hideth him inne & resteth
/ [822] this

synne hath many spices / The first is dronkenesse /

that is the sepulture of manis reson / & ther-

fore whan a man is dronke he hath loste his reson / &
this is dedly synne / [823] but certis whan a

man is nought wonte to stronge dvinke / ne perauenture ne

knowith nat the strengthe of the drinke / or hath feblenesse

in his hede/or he hath travailled thorughwhiche hedrynketh

the more / al be he so sodenly caughte with drynke / it is no

dedly synne but venial / [824] The seconde spice of

gloteneye is / whan the spirite of man waxeth al trouble

for dronkenesse / & birevith him the discresion of his witt /

[825] The thride spice of glotenye is whan a man

devoureth his meete / & hath no rightful mane^-e of etynge /

[826] The fertile is whan thorugh the grete abund-

aunce of his meete / the humores of his body ben dis-

temperede / [827] The .v. is foryetefulnesse / bi to mechel

drynkynge / for whiche somtyme a man for-yetith bi the

morowe / what he dide at eve or on the night biforne /

[828] In other manere ben discrived the spices of

glotenye / affter seynt Gregorie / The first is for to ete bi I'Gregorie.

fore tyme / The .ij.'^*' is whan a man geteth him

to delicate meete / [829] The .iij.^® is whan

a man taketh to mechel oue?*e mesure / The .iiij. ^is

the curiouste / with grete entente to make & app«raille

his meete / The .v. is to ete to gredily / [830] These

ben the .v. fyngeris of the Deuels honde / bi the whiche

he drawith folke to synne
/
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Remedium contra gulam

.

[831]

Ageynes glotenye is remedie / the abstinence of his body /

as seith Galienus / but that holde I nat meritorie / if

he do hit onely for helthe of the bodie / seint

Austyne wolde that abstynence were doii for vertu / &
with pacience / [S^ 2] Abstinence he seith is htil worthe /

but if aman haue goode willetherto/And but if he be enforced

bi pacience and bi charite / & that men do it for

godis sake / & in hope to haue the blisse of heuen /

[833] The felowes of abstinence ben Attemper-

aunce / that holdith the meene in al thinges Eke

shame that eschewith al dishoneste / Suffisaunce that

seketh no riche metes / ne drinkes / ne doth no fors of noon

outrageous apparaillynge of meete / [834] Mesure also

that restreyneth bi reson the dislave appetite of etinge /

Sobernesse also thatrestreyneththe outrageousnesse ofdrinke/

[835] Sparynge also that restreyneth the delicate ease to

sitte longe at his meete / & soflftly / wherfore somme men

stondenofhereownewil/to eten heremeete at thelasse leyser/

De luxuria.

[836]

Affter glotenye / than cometh lecherie / ffor these

two sinnes ben so nygh cosyns / that often tyme /

thei wil nat depa?'ten / [837] god woot this

since is ful displesaunt to god / for he seide him

selff / do no lecherie / And there he putte grete peynes

ayeines this sinne in the olde lawe / [838] yfF a wo-

man thral were taken in this si?2ne // she sholde be

beten with stanes to the dethe / And if she were a gentil-

woman she sholde be sleyne with stones / And if she

were a busshopes dougliter / she sholde be brente / bi

godis commaundement / [839] fforther-ouere / for the

synne of lecherie god dreynte al the worlde at
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dilivio / Aiid after that he breiite .v. Citees / with thonder

lighte / and ^sanke hem in-to helle /

[840] Now lete vs speke than / of thilke foide stinkyng

synne of lecherie / that men clepen advoutrie / of wedded

folke / that is to seie if that oon of hem be wedded

or ellis bothe / [841] seint lohn seith that advoutrers t seint lohan

.

shulle ben in helle / in a stynkynge brennynge fire

of brymston / for here lecherie / In bremston for the

stinkynge of there ordure
/ [842] Certes the brekynge of

this sacrament is an horrible thinge / hit was made of

god him selff in paradise / & confermed bi Ihesu criste / as

seith seint Mathew in the gospeH / A man shal lete ^Mathewe.

fader & moder / & take him to his wiff / & thei

shul be two in 00 flesshe / [843] this sacrament bitoke-

neth the knyttynge to geder of criste / and of holy chirche /

[844] And nat onely that god forbade advoutrie in dede /

but eke he commaunded that thow shuldist nat coveite thi

neighbors wiff / [845] in this heeste seith seint

Austyne is forboden al manere of couetise to do

lecherie / Lo what seith seint Mathew quinto cajnfulo / in the t Mathewe

.

gospeH / Thatwho so seeth awoman to couetise of his luste / he

hath don lecherie with hir / in his herte / [846] here may ye

sen / that nat onely the dede of this synne / is forboden /

but eke the desire to don) that synne / [847] This cursed

synne annoyeth greuously hem that hit haunteth / & first

to here soules / ffor he obligeth hit to synne & to the peyne of

deth / that is pe?'durable / [848] vn-to the body annoyeth

it greuously also / for hit drieth him / & wasteth him / &
shendeth him / & of his blode he maketh sacrifice to the

fende of helle / hit wasteth eke his catel / & his substaunce /

[849] And certis if it be a foule thinge / a man to wasten

his catel on a woman / yit is it a fouler thinge / whan that

for suche ordure / wemmen dispenden vppon men here catel

& here substaunce / [850] this sinne as seith the p?'ophete

birevith man & woman here gode fame / & al here

honour / And it is ful plesaunt to the deuel / for tlierby
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wynnetli lie tlie most partie of ^tliis worlde /

[851] And right as a Marcliaunt deliteth liim moste

in chaffare that he hath most auantage of / Eight

so deliteth the fende in this ordure /

[852] this is that other honde of the Deuel / with .v.

fyngeres to that kaccheth the peple to his vilonye / [85 3] The

first fynger is the fool lokyng of the fool man /

& of the fool woman / that sleth / Right as the Basilicok

sleth folke hi the venym of his sight / for the couetise

of the eyghen folwith the couetise of the herte/ [854] The

.ij*^®. fynger is the vileynes touchinge in wikked

t Salomon. mane?'e / and therfore seith Salomon / that who so

toucheth & handelith a woman / he farith I-like him

that handelith the Scorpion that stingeth & sodenly

sleth / thorugh his envenymynge / And who so toucheth

warme picche/hit fouleth his fyngers/[855]The.iij. fyngeris

foule wordes that farith like fire that anoon

brenneth the herte / [856] The iiij. fynger is the

kissinge / & trewely he were a grete foole that wolde

kisse the mouthe of a brennynge Oven / or of a forneys /

[857] & more fooles ben thei that kissen in vilanye /

for that mouth is the mouthe of helle / & namely these

olde dotardes houlours / yit wol thei kisse / though

thei may nat do & smater hem / [858] Certis thei

ben I-like houndes / fifor an hounde whan he cometh bi

the rosiere / or bi other beautees / though he may nought

pisse / yit wol he lifft vp his legge / & make a con-

tenau?ice to pisse / [859] And for that many men wene

that thei may nat synne / for no licorousnesse that he dothe

with his wiff / Certis that oppinion is fals / god wote a

man may sle him selff with his OA\Tie knyfif / & maken

him dronken with his owne tonne
/ [860] Certes

be it witf / be it childe / or any other erthely thinge / that he

loueth bifore god / hit is his mavmet / & he is an ydolastre /

[861] A man sholde loue Ms wiff bi discresion

paciently & attemporally / & than is she "as it
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were liis suster / [862] The .v. fynger of the deuels

honde is the stingkyng dede of lecherie / [863] Certes the .v.

fyngers of glotenye the fende pntteth in thewombe of a man/

And with the .v. fyngers of lecherie he grij^eth him M
the reynes for to throwe him in to the furneys of

helle / [864] there as thei shul haiie the fire & the wormes

that euere shal laste / & wepinge / & wailynge /

sharpe hunger / & thruste / griselynesse of deuels /

that shullen al to treden hem withouten respite / & witli-

outen ende / [865] Oif lecherie as I seide sourden

diue?*se^ spices / as fornicacion that is hitwix man

& woman / that ben nat maried / & this is dedly

sinne & ayeines nature / [S66] Al that is enemy &
distruccion to nature / is ayeines nature / [867] Pc^rfay the

reson of a man tellith him wel that it is dedly

synne / for-asmeche as god forbade lecherie / And seynt

Paule seith / yeuetli him the regne that is due to no wight H PaiUe.

but to hem that don dedly synne / [868'\ Another synne

of lecherie is / to bireven a maiden of liir maidenhede
/

ffor certis he that so dotlie / he taketh a maiden out

of the highest degre that is in this present liff / [869] &
birevith hir thilke precious fruyte / that the booke clepeth

the hundrede fruyte / 1 can nat seie it / in noon other wise in

englissh / but in latyn hit hight / Centes[i]mus fructus / II Centes[i]mus

[870] Certes he that so dotlie / is cause of many

damages & vilonyes mo than any man can reken /

Right as he somtyme is cause of al the damages that bestes

don in the felde / that breken the hegges or the clausure /

thorugh whiche he distroyeth that may nat be restorede /

[871] ffor ce7'tis no more may maidenhede be re-

stored / than an arme that is smeten from the body / may

retorne ayeine to wexe / [872] she may haue mercy this

woote I wel / if she do penaunce / but neuere shal hit

be / that she nas corrupte / [873] And al be it so that I

haue spoken somwhat of advoutrie/ ^it is goode to shewen mo

perilles that longen to aduoutrie / ffor to eschewe the foule
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synne of [874] aduoutrie/in latyn it is for to seie/approching

of other menis wivis / tliorugli whiche tho that whilom

wevQ first 00 flesshe / abimden here bodies to other persones/

P75] Off this synne / as seith the wise man / folowen

many harmes / ffirst brekyng of feith / & certis in

the feith is the keye of cristendom
/ [876] & whan that

feith is broke & lorne / certis cristendom stondith in

vayne & withouten fruyte / [877] this sinne is eke a

theffte / for theffte gene?"ally is / to reve a wighte his thinge

ayeines his wille / [878] Certes this is the fouleste thefft

that may be / whan a woman stelith hir body from

hir housbond / & yivith hit to hir holour to defoule

hir / & stelith hir soule from criste / & yivith hit to

the deuel / [879] this is a fouler thefft than forto breke a

chirche & stele the chaleys / ffor these aduoutres

breken the temple of god spiritually / & stelen the vessel

of grace / that is the body & the soule / ffor whiche criste

tPouie. shal distroien hem as seith seint Poule / [880] sothely

of this thefft dovted gretely loseph / whan that his lordis

wiff praide him of vilonye / whan he seide lo my ladi

how my lorde hath taken to me vnder my warde al that he

hath in this worlde / ne nothing of his thinges is out of

my power / but onely ye that ben his wiff / [881] and

how sholde I than do this wikkednes / & synne so

orrible ayeines god / & ayeines my lorde / god hit forbede /

Alias al to litel is suche trouth now I-founde / [882] The

thridde harme is the filthe thorugh whiche thei breken

the commaundement of god / & defoulen the auctor of

here matrymoigne that is criste / [883] ffor certis in-so-meche

that the sacrament of mariage is so noble / & so digne / so

meche hit is the gretter synne to breke hit / ffor god

made mariage in Paradise in the state of Innocence / to

multiplie ^mankynde to the se^-uice of god / [884] &
therfore is the brekyng therof the more greuous / of whiche

breking cometh fals heires ofte tyme / that wrongefully

occupien other menis heritage / & therfore wol criste put
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hem out of the regne of heuen / that is heritage to goode

folke / [885] Of this brekyng cometh oftyn tyme / that

folke vnwar wedde?^ or synnen / with here owne kynrede /

& namely thilke harlottes that haunten hordels / of these

foole we??zmen that mowe be likened to a comune gouge /

where as men purgen there ordure / [886] what seie we

eke of poyto2/?'s that leven bi the horrible synne of putrie

& constreinen wommen to yelde hem a certeyne rente

of here bodily putrie / y somtyme of his owne wiff / or

his childe / as don these baudes / Certes these ben cursed

synnes / [887] Ynderstondith eke that advoutrie is sette

gladly in the ten commaundementes / bituexe theffte & man-

slaughter / ffor it is the grettest theffte that may be / ffor it

is the theffte of body & of soule / [888] & hit is like

homycide / for it kerveth a-two & breketh a-two hem

that first were made Oo flesshe / & therefore bi the olde

lawe of god / thei sholde be sleyne
/ [889] But natheles bi

the lawe of ihesu criste that is the lawe of pite / whan he

seide to the womman that was founden in advoutrie /

& sholde haue ben sleyne with stones / after the wil of the

lewes / as was there lawe / Go qiiod ihesu criste & haue no

more wille to synne / or willen to do no more no synne /

[890] sothely the vengeaunce of advoutrie is awarded

to the peyne of helle / but if it be distorbled

bi penaunce / [891] yit ben ther mo spicis of this cursed

synne / as whan that oon of hem is religious / or ellis both /

or of folke that" ben entred in-to order / as subdiacone /

& deken / or preste / or hospitelers / & euer the higher that

he is in order / the gretter is the synne / [892] The

thinges that gretly agregen here synne / is the brekyng

of here avowe/of chastite/ that thei made whan thei resceivede

order / [893] And forther ouere soth it is / that holy order is

tresour ^cheff of god / & his especial signe & marke

of chastite / to shewe that thei ben loyned to chastite /

whiche that is the most precious liff that is / [894] And

eke these ordred folke ben specially entitled to god / & of the
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special mejaie of god / ffor wliiche whan thei don dedly

synne / thei ben the special traytours of god / & of his

peple / ffor thei leven of the peple / to praie for the peple /

And while they ben suche traitours / here praiers ayailen

nat to the peple / [895] IT Prestes ben as Aiingels / as bi

tPauius. the dignite of here misterie / but for sothe seint Poule

seith / that Sathanas transformeth him in an Aungel of

light
/ [896] sothely the preste that haunteth dedly

synne / he may be likened to the Angel of derkenesse /

transformed / in the Angel of light / he semeth an Angel

of light / & but for sothe he is an Angel of derkenesse
/

[897] suche p?^estes ben the sones of Belye as

shewith in the boke of kynges / that tliei weren the

sones of Belial / that is the deuel / [898] Belyal is to seyne

withouten lugge And so faren thei / hem thenketh

thei ben fre / & han no Tugge / no more than hath a fre

Boole / that taketh whiche kow that him liketh in the

towne / [899] Right so faren thei bi womvaen / ffor right as a

fre Boole is I-nough for al a toune / Eight so is a wikked

preste corrupt / I-nough for al a parissh / or for al a

contre / [900] these prestes as seith the booke / ne

conne nat the mynysterie of presthode to the pepel / ne god

knowith hem nought / thei holde hem nat a-paide as seith

the booke/ of soden flessh that was to hem offred/ but thei

toke bi force the flessh that is rawe / [901] Cevtes right so

these olde shrewis/ ne holde hem nat a-j^aide of rosted flessh/

& soden flessh / with the wliiche the peple feden hem with

IT prestes woi greto reue?'ence / but thei wol haue rawe flessh / as men-is
haue rawe flesshe

.

' '

wivis & here doughtre?^ / [902] And ce/'tis these

women that consenten to here harlotries / don grete

wronges to criste /& to holy chirche / And to alle halowes / &
to alle soules / ffor they ^ bu'even him alle these that sholden

wourshipe criste / & holy chirche / & pray for alle cristen

soules / [903] And therefore haue suche prestes & here

lemmans eke that consenten to here lecherie / the malison

of al cristen courte / til thei come to amendenient /
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[904] The thride spice of advoutrie / is bitwene

a man and his wifF / & that is whan thei take no rewarde

in here assenibl^mg/? / but onely to here flesshly delite / as

seith seint lerome / [905] and rekken of nothings but lierome.

that thei ben assembled / bi-cause that thei ben I-mariede

al is good I-nough / as thenkith to hem / [906] but in suche

folke the deuel hath power* / as seide the Aungel Eaphael

to Tobye / ffor in al here assemblynge thei putten oute ihesu

criste of here herte / & yeven hem selff to al ordoure /

[9o7]The.iiij. spice of advoutrie is the assemblyngof hemthat

ben of here kynrede / or of them that ben of oon affinite / or

ellis with hem with whiche hir fader or here kynrede

hath dekd in the synne of lecherie / this synne maketh

hem I-like to houndes / that taken no kepe to kynrede /

[908] And certis perentela is in two maners / outher

gostly outher flesshly / gostly is to delen with here

gossebes / [909] ffor right so as he that engendreth the childe

is the flesshly fader/right so is his gossebe his spirituel fader/

ff'or whiche a woman may no lasse synne

assemble with hir gosseb / than with hir owne flesshely

brother / [910] The .v. spice is that abhomynable

synne of whiche that no man vnnethes oughte to speke ne

write / natheles hit is openly rehersed in holy writte /

[911] this cursednes don men & women in diners

entente / & in diners manere / but though that holy writte

speke of orrible synne / certis holy writte may nat be

defouled / no more than the sonne that shyneth on the

mexen / [9 1 2] Another synne perteyneth vn-to lecherie / that

Cometh in sleping / & this synne cometh offte to hem

that ^ben maydens / & eke to hem that ben corrupte /

& this synne men clepen pollucion / tlmt cometh in .iiij.

mane?-s / [913] somtyme of a languysshinge of body for

the humours ben to ranke / & to habundaunte in the bodie

of a man / Somtyme for the infirmite & for the feblenes of the

vertu retentiif / as phisike maketh mension / Somtyme for

surfete of mete & clrinke / [914] And somtyme of
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violent tliouglites that ben enclosed in man-is niynde

whan he gooth to slepe / whiche may nat be withouten

synne / ffor the whiche men muste kepe hem wisely / or elHs

thei may synne grenously

N'

^ The remedie ayeines lecherie

[2^5]
Ow Cometh the remedie ayeinest lecherie / & that

is gene?'ally chastite / & continence / that re-

streyneth al the disordeine mevynge that cometh

of flesshly talentes / [916] & eiier the gretter merite

shal we haue / that moste restreyneth the wikked enchau-

fynges / or ordour of this synne / And tliis is in two

mane?'s / that is to seie chastite of manage / & chastite

of widewhode / [917] Now shalt thow vnderstonde that

matrymonye is lefFul assemblynge of man & of

woman / that receiven bi yertii of sacrament / the

bonde thorugh whiche thei may nat be depa?"ted in al there

liff / that is to seyn whiles that thei leven bothe /

[918] This is as seith the booke a ful gret sacrament /

god made hit as I haue seide in Paradise / & wolde him

selff be borne in mariage / [919] And for to halowen mariage/

he was at a wedding / whereas he torned water vn-to

wyne / whiche was the firste miracle that he wronghte here in

erthe / bifore his disciples / [920] Trewe effecte of

mariage clensith fornicacion / & replesshith holy

chirche of good lynage / for that is the ende of mariage /

& hit changith dedly synne / in-to venial synne / bitwex

hem that ben wedded / & makith the hertes al oon /

of hem / [. . . no gci'p in the MS.'\ as wel as the bodies /

[921] this is verry mariage that was establis^shed bi

god or that synne bigan / whan naturel lawe / was in his

right poynte in Paradise/And hitwas ordeyned that 00 man/

sholde haue but 00woman/And 00woman sholde haue butoo

1 Austyne
. man / as seith seint Austyne bi many resons /

[922] ffirst for that mariage is figured bitw[i]x god &
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holy chii-che / And that other is / for that a man is the hede of

the woman / algate bi ordinaunce hit sholde be so /

[923] ffor if a woman had mo men than oon / than

shokle she haue mo hedes than oon / & that were an

orrible things bifore god / And eke 00 woman

nijghte nat please to many folke attones / And also

there shuide neuere be pees ne reste / amonges hem / ffor

eueryche wolde axe his owne thinge / [924] And

fertlier ouer no man shuide knowe his owne en-

gendrure / ne who sholde haue his heritage / And the

woman sholde be the lesse biloued fro the tyme that

she were comune to many men /

[925] jSTow Cometh how that a man sholde here him

with his wiff / And namely in two thinges / that is to

seie / in suffraunce & in reuerence / & that shewed criste

whan he made first woman / [926] ffor he made hir

nought of the hede of Adam / ffor she sholde nat cleyme to

grete lordship^^e / [927] ffor there as the woman hath the

niaistrie / she makith to meche disaray / there nedeth noon

ensamples of this / thexpe/ience day bi day

oughte I-nough suffice / [928] Also certis god ne made nat

woman of the foote of Adam / ffor she sholde nat be

holden to lowe / ffor she can nat paciently suffre / but god

made woman of the ribbe of Adam / ffor woman sholde

be felowe vn-to man / [929] A man sholde here him to his

wiff / In feith / In trouthe / & in love / as seith seint

Poule / that a man sholde love his wiff / As criste loueth ir PouIo

holy chirche / that loued hit so wel that he deyede for hit /

so sholde a man for his wiff If hit were nede /

[930] Now how that a woman sholde be subiecte

to hir housbonde / that tellith seint Peter / ffirst in obedi- H retrus

,

ence / [931] and eke as seith the Deere / A woman

as longe ^as she is a wiff / she hath noon

auctorite to swere / ne to here wittnesse / withoute leve of

here housbondes / that is here lorde / algate he sholde be so

bi reson / [932] She sholde eke serve him in al
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honeste / & ben attempre of hir array I woot wel

that thei sliulde sette al here entente to please here hous-

bondes / but nat bi queyntise of here array
/ [933] seint

lerome seith that wives that ben apparelled in silke &
in precious purpul / ne mowen nat clothen hem in ihem
criste / Loke what seith seint lohn eke in this matere

[934] seint Gregorie seith eke that no wight seketh

precious array but onely for vaynglorie to ben

honoured the more biforn the pej^le / [935] hit is a grete

folie a woman to haue feire array outwarde / &
hir silff to be foule inwarde

/ [936] A wiff sholde eke be

mesurable in lokynge / & eke in berynge / & in laughynge /

& discrete in al hir wordes / & in hir dedes / [937] And
aboven al wordly thinge she sholde loue hir housbonde

with al hir herte / & to him be trewe of hir bodie /

[938] so sholde an housbonde eke be trewe of his bodie to his

wiif/ffor soth althe bodie ofthe wiffis the housbondes/so sholde

hii- herte be / or ellis ther is bitwex hem two / as in

that no pe?-fite mariage / [939] Than shal a man vnder-

stonde / that for thre thinges a man & his wiff mowe flesshly

assemble The first* is / in entente to engen-

drure of children to the seruice of god / for certis that is

the cause fynal of matrymony / [940] A-nother cause is / to

yelden eue?yche of he?7^ to other the dette of here bodies /

for neither of hem hath powere of his owne bodie /

The thirde cause is to eschewe lecherie / & vilonye
/

The ferthe for-soth is dedly synne / [941] As to the

first it is meritorie / the seconde also / ffor as seith the

Deere / that she hath the merite of chastite / that yeldeth to

hir housbonde the dette of hir bodie / ye though hit be

ayeinst hir likyng & the lust of hir herte / [942] The

thride mane?'e is venial synne / & trewly scarsly may
any of these ben withoute venial synne / for the

corupczon & for the delite / [943] The ferthe

manere is/ for to vnderstonde ^as is the assemble onely for

amorous loue / & for noon of the forseide causes / but
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for to accomplissii tliilke brennyng delite / & thei recke

neuere liow offte / sotlily hit is a dedly synne / And yit with

sorowe some folke wol peyne hem to do more than

here appetite suffisith /

[944] The secounde manere of chastite is to "be

a clene wedowe & to eschewe thenbrasing of man /

& desire thenbrasing of ihesu criste / [945] these

ben tho that hane ben wives & haue forgon there hous-

bondes / And eke women that haue don lecherie / & ben

releued bi penaunce / [946] And certes if that a wiff

couthe kepe hir chaste in al / bi licence of hir housbonde / so

that she neuere yaff noon occacion that he agilt hit

were to hir a grete merite / [947] these manere

of women that observen chastite moste be clene in herte /

as wel as in bodie / & in thought / & mesurable in clothinge /

and in contenaunce / abstynente in etynge / &
in drinkinge / in spekynge / & in dede / & than is she tho

vessel or the boiste / of the blissed Magdaleyne / that

fulfilled holy chirche ful of good odoure / [948] The thredde

manere of chastite / is virginite / & hit bihovith that she

be holy in herte / & clene in bodie / than is she

spouse to ihesu criste / & she is the liff of aungels /

[949] she is the preising of this world / & she is as

these martirs in Regalite / she hath in hir that no tonge may

telle / [950] virginite bare oure lorde /

ihesu. criste / & virginite he was him selfiP /

[951] A-nother remedie ayeines lecherie / is specially t remediu»t

, , , IT-/ • 1 contra luxuriam

.

to withdrawe suche thinges / as yeven occasion to that

vilonye / as is ease / & etynge / & drinkinge / ffor certis whan

the pot boylith strongelie / the beste remedie is / for to with- 1 nota bene

drawe the the (sic) fire/ [952] sleping longe in grete quiete

is eke a grete norice to lecherie /

[953] Another remedie a-yeines lecherie is that a

man or a woman eschue the companye of hem bi

whiche he douteth to be tempted / fi'or al be it so that the

dede be with-stonde / yit is ther grete temptacion /
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[954] sothely a white wal / al-thougli it brenne nat

fully / bi stikynge of a candel / yit is the wal blak of the

lighte [955] ^ful offte tyme / I rede that no man tmste in

his owne j^erfeccion / but he be stronger than Sampson / or

holiere than Dauid / & wisere than Salomon /

[956] Xow that I haue declared yow as I can

the .vij. dedly synnes / & some of here brannches / &
here remedies / sothely if I couthe I wolde telle yow the

ten comaundeme?ites [957] but so high a doctryne I lete to

divines / but natheles I hope to god thei ben touched in this

litil tretise eue^yche of hem alle /

[958]

De secunda -parte penitencie

.

Ow for-asmeche as the seconde 'partie of ponamice

stonte in confession of moutlie / as I bigan in the

chapitre / I seie seint Austyne seith /

[959] synne is euery worde / & euery dede / & al that

men coyeiten ayeines the lawe of ihesn criste / And this is

for to synne in herte / in mouthe / & in dede / bi the .v.

wittes / that ben / sighte / hirynge / smellynge / tastj^nge

T prima circum- or sauerynge / & felynge / [960] Xow is hit good to
stant-iii p«;cati '

_

vnderstonde the circumstances that aggregen mechel eue7y

synne / [961] thow shalt considre what thow arte that doist

the synne / whether thow be male or female / y[o]nge or

olde / gentil or thral / fre or seruaunte / hoole or sike /

wedded or sengle / ordred or vnordred / wise or foole /

clerke or seculer^ / [962] if she be of thi kynrede bodily

or gostly or non / if any of thi kynrede haue synned

with hir or non / & many mo thinges /

Ti secuniis [963] That othcr circunstaunce is this / whether hit be

don in fornicacion / or in aduoutrie or non / or in ceste or

non / maiden or non / in manere of homicide or non /

orrible grete synne or smale / & how longe thow hast

^tercia conteuued in synne / [964] The thride circunstaunce is

the place where as thow hast don synne / whether in other
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men-is hous or in tliin owne / in felde or in chirche

or in chircheliawe / in chirche dedicate or non /

[965] ffor if the cliirclie be halowed / & a man or a woman
spilt his kynde bi wey of synne with-inne that place / or bi

wikked temptacion the chirche were enterdited / til it were

reconsiled bi the ibusshop^^e
/ [966] And if he were a

preste that dide suche a vilonye / the ierme of al liis liif he

shulde neuere singe masse / & if he dide / he shnlde Hwaryeprestes.

do dedly synne at euery tyme that he songe masse /

[967] The fertile circunstaunce is / bi suche mediat- ni quarta

.

ours / as be messangers as for enticement / or for

consentement / to here company with felowship^e / ffor

many a wrecche for to here co??ipanye / wil go to the

deuel of helle / [968] ffor they that eggen / or con-

senten to the synne / ben partyners of the sinne / &
. of the dampnacion of the synne /

[969] The .V is how many tymes ^ quinta

.

he hath synned / if it be in his niynde / & how offte

that he hath falle / [970] ffor he that oft fallith in synne /

dispisith the mercy of god / & encresith his synne /

& is vnkynde to god / & he wexeth the more feble

to withstonde synne / & synneth the more lightliere /

[971] & the latter arisith / & is the more eschue

to shriven him / & namely to him that hath be his con-

fessour / [972] ffor whiche that folke whan that they falle

ayeine in here olde folies / outlier thei foiieten here olde

confessours / al vtterly / or ellis thei depcxrten here shrifft / in

diners places / but sothely such departed shrifft deservith no

mercy of god of his synnes / [973] The .vj. circun- "usexta.

staunce is this / wlii that a man synneth as bi temptacion /

& if him selff procure that temptacion / or bi *the ex-

ityng of other folke / or if he synne with a woman bi

force / or bi hir owne assente
/ [974] or if the woman

mavgre hir hede hath be enforsed or noon / this

shal she telle / ffor couetise or for pouerte / &
if liit was hir procurynge or non / & suche mane?*e
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liarneys / [975] The .vij. circunstaunce is / in what

mmiere he hath doii his synne / & how that she hath

suffred folke to don to hir / [976] & the same shal

the man telle pleynly / al circmistaunees / & whether

he hath synned with comune ]x)rdel women or non /

[977] or don his synne in holy tynies or non/ In fast-

yiige tymes or non / or biforn his shriiFte or after his latter

shriffte / [978] & hath perauenture / broken Hher-fore liis

penaunce enioyned / bi whos helpe / & whos consaille / bi

sorcerie & craffte / al moot be tolde / [979] al these

thinges after that tliei ben grete & smale engregen the

conscience of man / And eke the preste that is

thi lugge may the better ben avised in his iugement / & in

yevinge of thi penaunce / & that is after thi contricion /

[980] ffor vnderstondeth wel / that after the tyme that a man
hathe defouled his baptyme bi synne / if he wil come to

saluacion / ther is noon other wey but bi penau72ce

& shrifft / & bi satisfaccion/ [981] And namely bi tho two/

if ther be a confessour to whiche he may shrive him /

& the thridde if he may haue liff to pe/forme hit /

[982] than shal a man loke & considre / if he

wol make a trewe & profitable confession / thei^

moste be .iiij. condiciones therinne/ [983] fiirst hit most be in

sorowful bitte?'nes of herte / As seith the kyng Ezechiel To
god I wol remembre me alle the dayes & yeres of my liif in

bitte?-nesse of myn herte / [984] This condicion of bitte?--

nesse hath .v. signes / The &st is that confession

mote be shamefaste / nat for to coue7-e ne to hide his sin?ze /

but for he hath agilt his god / & defouled his soule /

[985] & here-of seith seint Austyne / the herte

travaileth for shame of his synne / & for he hath grete

shamefastnes / he is digne to haue grete mercye of god

[986] Suche was the confession of the Puplicane that

wolde nat heve vp his eighen to heuen / for he had

ojffended god of heuen ffor whiche shamefastnes he

had anoon the mercy of god / [987] And therfore seith
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soint Austyne / that suche sliamefast folke / ben next

for-yevenesse & remission / [988] That other signe is

iv'imylite of confession / of which seith seint Peter /i[ Peter.

huniMeth yow vnder the myght of god / the honde of god

is niygnti in confession / ffor ther-bi god foryevith the

thi synne& / for he alone hath the power / [989] & this

hmnylite sixal be in herte / & in signe outwarde / ffor

right as he 1 hath humihte to god in his herte / Eight so

sholde he hm nble his body outwarde to the preste that sitteth

in godis place / [990] ffor ^ whiche in no manere / sithen that

criste is souereyne / and the preste meene & mediatour' bi-

tvvex criste & the synnere / & the synnere is the laste

bi w&y of reson / [991] than sholde nat the synnere sitte

as highe as his confessour / but knele biforii him / or at

his feete / but if maladie distorbe hit / ffor he shal nat take

kepe who sitte there / but in whos place that he sitteth /

[992] A man that hath trespased to a lorde/and cometh to

axemercy /&maketh his accorde/Andhe settehim doun)anoon

bi the lorde / men wold holde him outrageous / & nat

worthi so sone to haue remission ne me?'cy / [993] The

.iij. signe is that tlii confession shulde be ful of teres if

ye may / & if ye may nat wepe with youre bodily eyghe /

lete thin herte wepe / [994] suche was the confession

of seint Peter ffor after that he had for-sake ihesu criste / TPetrus.

he went out & wept ful bitterly / [995] The .iiij.

signe is that he lett nat for his shame to shewe

his confession / [996] suche was the confession of the

Magdaleyne / that spared for no shame of hem that were iMagdaieyne.

at the fest for to go to oure lorde ihe^'u criste / & biknowe

to him hir synne / [997] The .v. signe that a man

be obeisaunt or a woman to resceive the penaunce that

is to him enioyned / ffor certis ihesu criste / for

the giltes of 00 man was obediente to the deth //
/

[998] The secunde condicion of verray confession /

is that hit be hastily don) / ffor certis if a man had a

dedly wounde / euer the lenger that he tarieth to warisshe
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him-selff / the more wold hit corupte / & baste liiin to

his dethe / & eke the wounde wolde be the wers to

hele / [999] And right so farith hit bi synne / that loiige

tyme is in a man vnshewed // [1000] Certis a man ought

hastily to shewe his synnes / for many causes / As for drede

of dethe that cometh ofFte sodeynly / & is in no certeyne what

tyme hit shal be / ne in what place / And eke the drecching

of 00 synne / drawith in another synne / [100 1] 1 and eke the

lenger that he tarieth / the ferther is he from criste / & if he

abide in-to his laste day/ful scarsly may he shrive him / or re-

membre him on his synnes / or repente him / for the

grevous maladie / of his dethe / [1002] And for-asmeche as

he hath na in his liff / herkened ihesu criste / whan he

hath spoken vn-to him/he shal crienvn-to oure lord ihesu crist

at his laste day/ & scarsly wol he herken to him / [i 003] And
vnderstonde that this condicion most haue .iiij. thinges /

thi shrifft moot be purveide biforn) & avised /

for wikked haste doth no profite / & that a man can

shrive him of his synnes / be hit of pride or of envie / &
so forth with the spices & the circumstaunces / [1004] & that

he haue comp?'ehended in his mynde / the nombre & the

gretnesse of his syiines / & how longe that he hath leyne

in synne / [1005] & eke that he be contrite / of his synnes /

& in stedfast pwrpos bi the grace of god / neue?*e effte to

falle ayeine in synne / & eke that he drede & contrewaite

him-selff / that he lie the occaciou?^s of synne / to whiche he

is enclyned
/ [1006] Also that thow shalt shrive the of alle

thi synnes to 00 man & nat a parcel to oon / &
a parcel to another / that is to vnderstonde / in entente

to depa?'ten thi confession / as for shame or drede / for hit

is nought but strangelyng^ of thi soule/ [1007] flfor certis Ihesu

criste is al good / in him is noon imperfeccion / &
tlierfore outher he foryevith al perfitly / or ellis neuera-

dele // [1008] I seie nat if thow be assigned to thi

penitencere / for certeyne synne that thou art bounde to

shewe to him / al the remanent of thi synnes / of whiche

SELDEN (for Corpus 688) (6-T. 676) [MeafSOC]



SIX-TEXT G77
GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Selden, for Corpus MS. G89

tliou hast be shriven to thi curate / but if it like the

of thill humilite / this is no departing of shrifft /

[1009] ne I seie nat there as I speke of diuision of confes-

sion / if that thou haue licence for to shrive the to a discrete /

& an 1 honest preste / & where the liketh / bi the licence

eke of thi curate / that thou ne maiste wel shrive the /

of al thi synnes / [10 10] but lat no blot be bihynde /

lete no synne be. vntolde / as fer as thow hast remeni-

braunce / [10 11] And whan thow slialt be sliriven to thi

curate / telle him eke of al thi synne that thou hast don /

sithen that thouwere last I-shriven / this is no wikked entente

of division of shrifft /

[1012] And also the verray shrifft axeth ce?'teyne con-

dicions / ffirst that thou shrive the bi thi fre wil /

nat constreyned / ne for shame of folke ne for maladie /

or suche thinges / ffor it is reson that he that trespaceth

with his fre wil / he moot bi his fre wil confesse his

trespace / [10 13] noon other man shal telle his synne

but he him selff / ne hene shal nat nay it ne denye his synne /

ne wretthe him ayeines the preste / for his amonesshynge

to lete his synne / [1014] The secunde condicion is / that thi

shrifft be lawful that is to seie / that thou that slirivist

the / & eke the preste that hireth thi confession / ben

verray in the feith of holy chirche // [10 15] And that a

man be nought dispeired / of the mercy of ihesu criste / as

Cayme or ludas / [10 16] and eke a man most accuse

him of his owne trespace & nat another / but he

shal blame & witen him-selff of his owne malice / & of his

synne / & noon other / [10 17] but natheles if that

anotherman be occacion of his synne / or entiser of his synne /

or if the estate of a persone be suche /thorugh wliiche his synne

is aggreged / or that he ne may nat pleynly shriven him /

but he telle the persone / with whiche he hath synned /

than may he telle it [10 18] so / that his entente be nat

to bagbite the pe?^sone but onely to declare his con-

fession /
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[1019] Thow slialt iiat eke make no maner lesinges in

tlii confession / for liuniilite pe?'auenture to seie

that thou hast don synnes / of whiche thou were

f Austyiie. neuere gilti / [1020] ffor seint Austyne seith if

thow bi cause of humilite makest lesinges

of ^thi selff / though thow ne were nat in synne biforne

yit art thow than in synne thorugh thi lesinges [102 1]

Thow most eke shewe thi synne / bi thi nowe propre

mouthe / but if thou be wexe dome / & nat bi no

letter / ffor thou that hast don the synne / thou shalt haue

the shame in confession / [1022] Thow shalt nat eke

peynte thi confession / bi faire & subtile wordes / to couere

the more thi synne / ffor than bigilest thou thi selff &
nat the preste / thou most telle it platly be it

neuere so foiile / ne so orrible / [1023] Thow shalt

shrive the eke to a preste that is discrete / to counsaile the/And

eke thou sha[l]t nat shrive for vaynglorie / ne for

ypocresie / ne for no cause but onely for the dovte of

Ihesu criste / & the hele of thi soule / [1024] Thow

shalt nat eke renne to the preste al sodeynly to telle him

thi synne / as whos tellith a lape or a tale / but

avisily / & with grete deuocion / [1025] And generally

shrive the offte / if thou offte falle / offte arise bi

confession / [1026] And though thou shrive the offter

than ones of thi synne / of whiche thow hast be shriven it is

1 Austyne. the more merite / And as seith seint Austyne / thou

shalt haue the more lightly relesynge / & the grace of god /

both of symie & of peyne / [1027] And certis ones a

yere at the leste weye hit is lawful for to be houselede / ffor

certenly ones a yere alle thinges renovellen /

[1028]
Ow haue

De satisfaccione .

N'
I tolde of verry confession that is the

secunde parte of penaunce /
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[1029] the .iij. parte of penaimce is satisfaccion / &
that stant most gene?-ally in ahnes & in

bodily peyne / [1030] I^Tow ben tber .iij:

manere of almes / Contricion of berte / that a man

openeth him selfF to god / Another is to have pete of

the defaute of his neighbours / And the thride is in

yevynggood counsaile /& comforte gostly& bodily /wheremen

hane nede / & namely in sustenaunce of man-is foode /

[103 1
] & to take kepe of that ^ that a man hath nede of / off

these thinges generally he hath nede / of foode / of

clothing / & herborugh / he hath nede also of charitable

counsaille / & visityng in prison / & maladie / &
sepulture of his dede bodie / [1032] and if thou maist nat

visite the nedeful with thi persone / visite hem bi thi

massage / & thi yifftes / [1033] these ben the general

almes & workes of charite / of hem that han temporal

riches / or discrecion in counsaillyng / Off there workes

shalt thow hyre at the day of dome /

[1034] these almesses shaltow don of thin owne

pj'opre thinges / & hastily & privily if thow maiste /

[1035] but natheles if thou maiste nat don hit priuily /

thou shalt nat forbere to do almes neuer a dele though men se

hit / so that it be nat don for thanke of the world / but

onely for to haue the thanke of oure lorde iliesucriste / [1036]

ffor as wittnessith Seint Mathew. quinto cajntulo / A Cite fMathei qwinto

CapilJtlo

,

maynat be hidde that ona mountayne sette/nemen lighte nat

a lanterne & put it vnder a busshel / but men sette hit on a

candelstike / to lighten the men in the hous / [1037] Right

so shal youre lighte lighten a-forne men that thei mowe

seen youre goode workes / & giorifie / youre fader that is in

heuen /

[1038] ISToAV as for to speke of bodily peyne / it stonte in

praieres / in wakynges / in ffastinges / & in vertuous
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techinges of orisons / [1039] ye shul vnder-stonde

that orisons / or praiers is for to seie / a pitous wil of

lierte / that redressith hit in god / & expressith it hi wordes /

outwarde to renewe harmes / & to haiie thingcs

espirituel & durable / & somtyme temporal thinges /

off whiche orisons / certis in the orison of the Pater noster /

hath ihe.5U criste enclosed most thinges / [1040] Certis

it is privileged of thre thinges in his dignite / ffor whiche

it is more digne / than any other praiere / ffor that ihe^^u

criste him selflf maked / [1041] and it is shorte / for it sholde

be couthe more lightly ^and for to withholde hit the

more esily in herte / & helpe?^ hem selff the offter / with

the orison / [1042] And for a man sholde be the lasse wery

to seie hit / And for a man may nat excuse him to lerne

hit / for it is shorte & so esie/And for hit comprehendith in hit

selfif / alle good praiers / [1043] The exposicion of this

holy praiere / that is so excellent & digne / I bitake

these maistres of Theologie / saue thus meche wol I seyne /

that whan thou praieste that god sholde foryeve the thi

giltes as thou foryeuest hem that agilten the / Ee fid

wel war / that thou be nat out of charite / [1044] This

holy orison amennsith eke venial symie / & therfore

hit apperteyneth specially to penaunce /

[1045] This praiere most be trewly seide / & in

verry feith // & that men praie to god / ordinatly / dis-

cretly / & devoutely / And alwey a man shal putte his wil /

to be subiette to the wil of god / [1046] this orison

most eke be seide / with grete humblesse / & ful pure /

honestly & nat to the anoysaunce of any man or woman /

hit most eke be contenued with the workes of charite /

[1047] l^it availeth eke ayeines the vices of the soule / ffor as

seith seint lerome / bi fastynge ben saued the vices of the

flesshe / & bi praiers the vices of the soule /

[1048] Affter this thow shalt vnder-stonde / that

bodily peyne stonte in waking / for ihesu criste seith /

waketh and praieth / that ye ne entre in to wikked
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temptacion / [1049] J^ ^^^^^^ vnder-stonde eke that fast-

ynge stonte in thre thinges / in forberynge of bodily nieete /

and drinke / & in forberinge of worldly iolitees / And in for-

beringe of dedly synne / this is to seie / that a man shal

kepe him fro dedly synne / with al his myght /

[1050] And thou shalt vnderstonde eke that god

ordeyned fastinges / & to fastinges appe?'teynen .iiij.

thinges [105 1] largenesse to pore folke /
gladnesse of

herte espirituel / nat to be angry / ne anoyed / ne

to grucche for he fasteth / & also at resonable houre for to

eete bi ^mesure / that is for to seie / A man shulde nat eten in

vntyme / ne sitte the lenger at his table to ete / for he

fasteth /

[1052] Than shalt thou vnderstonde that bodily

peyne stante in disciplyne or teching / bi worde / or bi

writynge / or bi ensample / also in weryng^ of heires or

of stamyne / or of haberions on here naked flesshe / for cristes

sake / & suche manere penaunces / [1053] but war the wel

thatsuche penaunces on thi flessh / ne makenought thin herte

bitter/orangery /or anoyed / of thiselff /fforbetteritis to caste

awaie thin heire / than for to caste a-wey the swettnesse of oure

lorde ihe^u criste / [1054] And therfore seit[h] seint Poule / UPouie.

Clotheth yow as thei that ben chosen of god / in herte of

misericorde / debonairte / suffraunce / & suche manere of

clothinge / of whiche ihesu criste is more apaiede / than of

heire / or of haberiou'/^ /

[1055] Than is his disciplyne / in Imokkynge of

thi breste / in schourginge with yerdes / in knelynges / in

tribulacions / [1056] in sufferinge paciently wronges / that

ben don to him / And eke vnpacient sufferaunce of maladies /

or lesinge of worldly catel / or of wiff / or childe / or

other frendes /

[1057] Than shalt thou vnderstonde / whiche thinges

distourben penaunce / and that is in .iij. maners / And that is

drede / shame / & wanhope / that is desperacion /

[1058] And for to speken first of drede / ffor whiche he
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wenetil tliat he may suffre no penaunce / [1059] tliere

ayeines is remedie / for to tlieiike that bodily penaunce is

but shorte / litel / at the regarde of the peyne of helle / that

is cruel & so longe / that it lasteth withouten ende /

[1060] I^ow a-yeines the shame that a man hath to

shriven him / and namely these ypocrites / that wolden

be holde so perfite / that thei hane noon nede to shriven

hem / [106 1 ] Ayeines that shame / shal a man thenke / that

bi wey of reson / that he / that hath nat ben a-shamed / to

do foule thinges / Certis him oughte nat to ben a-shamed to

don faire thinges / & goode thinges / & that is confessiou??s /

[ 1 06 2] Aman shulde eke thenke / that god seeth& wootwel thi

thoughtes /
i& al thi workes / to him may nothing^ be

hidde ne coue?'ed / [1063] men shulde eke remembre

hem of the shame that is to come at the day of dome to

them that ben nat penitente / ne shriven in this present

liff / [1064] ffor alle the creatures in heuen erthe & in helle /

shuUe se appertely al that they hiden in this worlde /

[1065] l!^ow for to speke of the hope of hem that

ben so necligent & slowe to shrive hem / hit stante in

two maners / [1066] that on is that he hopeth to live

longe / & for to purchase meche riches for his delite /

& than he wol shrive him / & as seith

he may as him semeth tymely I-nough come to shriffte /

[1067] Another is of the surquidrie that he hath in the hope of

cristes mercy / [ i o6 8] And ayeines the first vicehe shalthenke /

that oure liff is in no sekernesse / & eke that al the

riches in the worlde is in auenture & passinge as a

^Gregorius sliadowc ou a wal // [1069] And as seith seint Gregorie /

that hit apperteyneth to the grete rightwisnesse of god / that

neuere shal the peyne stinte of hem / that neuere

wolde withdrawe hem fro synne here thankes but

euer contenue in synne / for that pe?'petual wil to do

synne / shullen thei haue perpetual peine //

[1070] Wanhope is in two mane7'S / The first wan-

hope is in the merci of criste / That other is that thei
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theiike / that thei myglite iiat longe perseuere in good-

nesse / [107 1] The first wanhope cometh of that he

demeth that he hath synned so gretly / so ofFte / & so

longe lien in synne / that he shal nought be sauede /

[1072] Certis ayeines that cursed wanhope he shulde

thenke / that the passion of ihesu criste is more stronge for

to vnbynde / than synne is for to bynde /

[1073] Ayeines the seconde wanhope [.......

[1074] . . no gap in the MS.^^ that he demeth that he

shulde nat longe perseuere in goodnes / he shal thenke

that the febelnesse of the Deuel may nothing don but if

men wil suffre him / [1075] & eke he shal have strengthe

of the helpe of god / & of al holy chirche & of the

protecczons of Aungels / if hem luste //

[1076] Than shul men vnderstonde what is the

fruyte of penaunce ^ as after the worde of ihesu criste / hit is

the endeles blisse of heuen / [1077] there ioye hath no

contrariouste of woo / ne greuaunce / there al harmes ben

passed of this present liff / there as is the sekernesse from

the peyne of helle / there as is the blisful companye that

reioysenhem euermore / eueryche of otheris Ioye/ [1078] there

as the body of man that whilom was foule & derke is

more clere than the sonne / there as whilom the bodi

was sike freyle feble & mortal / is immortal / &
so stronge & so hole / that there may nothinge empeire

it / [1079] there as neither is hungre / thrust / ne colde /

but eue?y soule replenesshed with the sight of the perfite

knowynge of god / [1080] this blisful regno may man

purchace bi pouerte espirituel / & the glorie bi lowe-

nesse / the plente of ioye bi hungre & thruste / & the

reste bi travaile / & the liff bi deth / & mortificacion of

synne /

[1 leaf 309, back, and last]

48 SELDEN (for Corpus 695) (6-T. 683)



SIX-TEXT 684
696 GROUP I. §2. parson's TALE. Scld.&Hatt, for Corp. MS.

To thilke liff he vs bringe that bought vs with his pre-

cious bloode . Amen /

Here enden the talis of Caunturbmy / And next

thautour taketh leve.

N'
[io8i]

Ow preye I to hem alle that herken this litil tretis

or reden / that if ther be any thing in hit that liketh

hem / that therof thei thanke oure lord ihe-^^u

criste / of whom p?-ocedeth al witte & al goodnesse /

[1082] And if ther be any thing that displesen hem / I

preie hem also that thei a-recte hit / to the defaute of myne

vnconnynge / & nat to ni}^ wil that wolde ful fayne haue

seide better if I hadde connynge / [1083] ffor om'e

booke seith- / al that is writen is writen for oure

doctryne / & that is myne entent / [1084] wher-fore I

biseke yow mekely for the me?'cy of god / that ye preie for

me / that criste haue mercy on me / and foryeve me my
gultes / [1085] & namely of my translaciones / & endit-

ynges of worldly vanytees / the which I revoke in my re-

traccions / [1086] As is the booke of Troylus / the booke

also of fFame / the booke of .xxv. ladies / the

booke of the Duchesse / the booke of seint Valenty

[1 Hatton MS. 1, [} day of )je parlement of briddes // The Tales Caunter-

bury. tho paX sownen into syn / [1087] The boke

of J)e leon) / And many ano])er boke if thei were in my
remembraunce / & many a songe / & many A lecherous

tayl . ^ Of ])ewhich Crist for his gretemercyfor-yeueme ]?e syn

.

[1088] H But of the translaczon of Boece de consolacion

and o))er boke3 of legendes of Seintes & Omelies /

And moralite & deuocion / [1089] That thank I oure

lorde lesu Crist & his blisful moder and al the

seinte^ in heuen [1090] Biseking hem pat pei fro

hen forthe vnto my lyves ende send' me grace to

bewaile my giltes / And to stodien) to pe sauaciou?i of my

soule U And graunte me space of verrey penitence H Con-

SELDEN AND HATTON (for Corpus 696) (6-T. 684)

leaf 275, back]



SIX-TEXT 685
GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Hatton, for Corp. MS. 697

fessiou?^ and satisfacciou^i to doii in this present life

[109 1] jjorgh jje benigne grace of him ]jat is king of

kinges & prest oner alle prestes. jjat bought vs

with the precious blode of his hert / [1092] so jjat I may
ben oon of hem at pe day of dome . Jjat shullen be saued'

And he that wrote this boke also / Amen. Qui cum

patre &C.l] [i Hatton
extract ends.]

-|-

iiatehand-] Mater Dei T |H Memento Mej

liatehand'] Pertiuet Thoma Heed ciuis Londoniar*

ilate hancC] Eleison

\Two hlanh leaves scribbled over.'\

End of Seidell MS.

HATTON (for Corpus 697) (6-T. 685)



SIX-TEXT 301

GROUP B. §15. IfUN's priest's END-LINK. Clir.Cli.,for Corpus.

APPENDIX (to Group B, p. 587).

[CJirist Church MS. 152.] f*'sVn^l\?ba''ck]''

^ Sire Nonnes preest oure lioost seyde a none

y-blessed be thy bretli & euery stoone

This was a mery tale of Chaunteclere

But be my trouthe if thou were seculere

Thow woldeste bene a tredefoul a right

ffor if thoAv hane corage as thou haste myght

The were nede of hennes as I wene

Ye moo than .vij. tymes seventene

See whiche braunnes hath this gentel preeste

So grete a nekke & so large a breeste

He loketh as a Sparhauke with his yen

Hym nedeth nat his colour for to dyen [leaf 174, sign. k. 3]

with Brasile ne with Greyne of Portyngale /

Now sire faire falle yow for youre tale

And aftir he with fuH mery chere

Saide vnto a nother as ye shulle here

Here is ended the Nonnes prestes tale

And folowit£ the p^-ologe of the Maunciples tale

CHRISTCHURCH (for CorpUS 698) (6-T- 30l)



Clraucer Smtiv.

ruE

(CORPUS CHRISTI COLL., OXFORD)

OF

Ol^ It a n {[ t ]'{ J) (l n n t e^ r Ir«
ijn ifn I c ij .

EDIT

FREDERICK J. FURNIVALL

PAirr Yii.

?ippcntii I, 2, _i, 4, 5, ' iih

LONDON

:

I'UIILISH I 1 (>U THE CHAUCEE SOCI

Th'li'.NKIi cl' CO., 57 Sc 59, LUlX

ilDCCCLX-XXL

I
; M '



%\)t Cijauctr Socittu.
^' ^.Fdrxivall, Esq., 3, St George's Snuare.Prii ' 11. N.W.

. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria ;

THE CHAUCER SOCIET : UBLICATIONS.
To do honour fo CiiAUCEK, and to let the luvi-r.s aud students of him see ho\\

bAst im]iriiifo(l Manuscripts of his works differd from the printed texts, thi>
Avas foiindcfl in'lSGS. ' There~Ayere then, and are still, many questions of metre, jun-
nunc.iatif>ij, ort]i()?:raphy, and etymology yet to be settled, for which more prints of
Mannsr-vi->t« V.-. V

. ;,.,] r,^e wanted; and it is hardly too much to say that every line
f^'t Chf) its thaj; need reconsideration. The founder (jSIr Fumival!)
bf^an v.i,;. I.,;., C^..,Ui bury Tales, and has given of them (in. parallel columns in
Royal 4to> six of the b^st theretofore unprinted Manuscripts known. Inasmuch as
(Vu- p:,r.in,0 .M'angement necessitated the alteration of the places of certain tales in

S, a print of each MS has been issued separately, follo\\ing the order
- The first six MSS printed have been : the Ellesmere (bv leave of the

Earl 01 re)
; the Heng\vrt (by leave of W. W. E. Wynne, Esq.) ; the Camb.

ITniv. I : ;., .\iS Gg. 4..-27; the Coi-puf, Oxford; the Petworth (by leave of Lord
Lf contiold) ; and the Lansdowne 851 (Brit. Mus.). The Harleian 3374 will follow.
Of Chauf.or's 'Ifinor ~p,rfi,>,>t,—the MSS of which are generally later than the best

MSS of til' >;,—all the available MSS have been printed so as to
f^ocurc all til for the true text.

The Boe( S, and the Troilus Parallel-Text from the 3 best MS.S
are now all lu \\

,
.

To secure the fidelity and uniform treatment of the texts, Mr F. J. Furai\
re-ad and will read all with their MSS.

;^"^"

'

'11 the best Chaucer MSS. either have been or will be publisli

'

'J'he S M ; V s publications are issued in two Series, of which the tirst cout
diffeTcnt texts of Chaucer's works; and the Second, such originals of and e-
these as can bo procured, with other illustrative treatises, and Snn].hnnentHi \

FIRST si:J:

The Society's issue for 1868, in the First Series, is,

I. The Prologue and Knight's Tale, of the Canterbury Tales, i7i n

Texts (from the 6 MSS named below), together with Tables. the
Groups of the Tales, and their varying order in 38 MSS of tli. : -. ;iud

in 5 old printed editions, and also Specimens from several MSS of tliu

•'Moveable Prologues" of the Canterbury Tales.^The Shipman's Prol'Ub .

atid Franklin's Prologue.—when moved from their right places, a.m\

Substitutes for them. (The Six-Text, Part I.)

IT. Tlie Prologue and Knight's Tale from the Ellesmere MS.
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jsix-text 473
GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Arch. Seld. B. 14. I*

1.

END OF THE MERCHANT'S TALE,

[for sotB. I wol no lenger yow contrarie

now lete vs turne ageyne to lanuarie 2320

that in the gardeyne / with his fresshe May
syngeth ful meryere / than the popyngay

^ yow lone I beste / and shal and other noon
,

so longe aboute the aleyis / is he goon 2324

til he was comyn / ageyns the Perye

where as this Damyan / sitteth ful merye

an high amonge the fresshe levis grene

this fresshe May / that is so bright and shene 2328

gan for to sike / and seide alias my side

now sir qwod she / for aught that may bitide

I moste haue of the perys / that I se

or I mot dye / so sore longeth me 2332

to eten of the smale peris grene

helpe for hir loue / that is of heuen queue

I telle yow wel / a woman in my plighte

may haue to fruyte / so grete an appetite 2336

that she may dj^e / but she hit haue

alias qwod he / that I nad here a knaue

that coude clymbe / alias alias q?iod he

that I am blynde / ye sir no fors qiio^ she 2340

but wolde ye vouchesaff / for godis sake

the pery with-inne youre armes to take

for wel I woot / that ye mystrute me

than shulde I clymbe / wel I-now quodi she 2344

so I my fote myght sette / vppon youre bak

for soth qiiodi he / in me shal be no lak

myght I yow helpen / with myn herte bloode

he stoupith down / and on his bak she stoode 2348

and caughte hir bi a twiste / and vp she goothe

ladyes I pray yow / be ye not wroothe

I can not glose / I am a rude man [/^a/iso, 6acAr]

and sodeynly / anoon this Damyan 2352

CORPUS 1* (6-T. 473) [this page, Aroli. Seld. B. 14]



474 SIX-TEXT

2* GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Arch. Seld. B. 14.

gan pulle vp the smok / and in he thronge [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14:

and whan that Pluto saw / that grete wronge

to lanuarie he gaff ageyne / his sight

and made him se / as wel as eue?- he myght 2356

and whan that he / had his sight agayne

ther was neue?* man of thing / so fayne

hut on his wiff / his thought was eue?'mo

vp to the tre / he caste his eyghen two 2360

and saw how Damyan / his wiff had dressed

in suche mane/'e / hit may not ben expressed

but if I wolde speke / yncurteysly

and vp he gaff / a roryng and a cry 2364

as doth the moder / whan the childe shal dye

oowte helpe alias / harrow he gan crye

stronge lady stoure / what doist thow

and she answerde / sir what eylith yow 2368

haue pacience and resou?^ / in youre mynde

1 haue yow holpen / on bothe youre eyghen blynde

vp perel of my soule / I shal not lyen

as me was tavght / to hele with youre eygheji 2372

was nothing bet / to make yow se

than strogle with a man / vppon a tre

god woot I did hit / in ful good entente

stride q^^od he / ye algate in hit wente 2376

god yeve yow both / on shames deth to dien

he did the so / I sigh it with myn eyghen

and ellis be I honged / by the hals

than is qwod she / my medicyne al fals 2380

for ce/'teynly if that ye myghten see

ye wolde not seye / tho wordis vn-to me

ye han som glymsyng / and no parfite sight

I se q?iod he as wel / as eue?* I myght 2384

thonked be god / with both myn eyghen two

and bi my trouthe me thoughte he did the so

ye mase mase goode sir / q?/od she iieafiui

this thanke haue I / for I haue made yow se 2388

CORPUS 2* (6-T. 474) [this page, Arch. Seld. B. 14]



SIX-TEXT 475

GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Arch. Seld. B. 14. 3*

alias qiLod she / that euer I was so kynde [MS Arch. Seid. B. 14]

now dame quod he / lete al passe out of mynde

com down my lef / and if I haue myssaide

god helpe me so / as I am euel apaide 2392

but hi my fader soule / I wende haue seyne

how that this Damyan / had hi the leyne

and that thi smok / had leyne vppon thi brest

ye sir qwod she / ye may wene as yow lest 2396

but sir a man / that wakith out of his slepe

he may not sodeynly / ne wel taken kepe

vppon a thing / ne sen hit parfitly

til that he ben a-dawed / verrily 2400

right so a man / that longe hath blynde I-be

ne may not sodeynly / so wel I-se

first whan his sight / is newe com ageyne

as he that hath / a day or two I-seyne 2404

til that youre sight / I-stabled be a while

ther may ful many a sight / yow bigile

beth war I pray yow / for bi heuen kyng

ful many a man wenyth / to se a thing 2408

and hit is al another / than hit semeth

he that mysconceivith / mys demeth

and with that worde / she lepe doun fro the tre

this lanuarie / who is glad but he 2412

he kissith hir / cmd clippith hir / ful ofte

and on hir wombe / he stroketh hir ful softe

and to his paleys hoom / he hath hir lad

now goode men I pray yow / to be glad 2416

thus endith here my tale / of lanuarie

god blesse vs / and his moder seynt Marie . Amen . 2418

Here endith the Marchauntis tale of lanuarie and May.]

CORPUS 3* (6-T. 475) [this page, Arch. Seld. B. 14]



476 SIX-TEXT

4.* GROUP E. §5. merchant's END-LINK. Aicli. Seld. B. 14,

2

[Arch. JSeld. 31S B U, on leaf 131.]

[and bigynnetfi the Sqnyers prolog"^

By
godis mercy / seide oure ost tlio

now sucii a wiflf / I pr«y god kepe vs fro 2420

lo wliiche slighthis / & sotilteis [tea/isi, back^

in women ben / for thei be besy as beis

to vs sely men / for to disseive

and fro a sotB / euer wol tliei waive 2424

bi this marchauntis tale / hit previth wele

but douteles as trewe as any stele

I haue a wiff / though she pore be

but of hir tonge / a labbyng shrews is she 2428

and yit she hath an hepe / of vicis mo
therof no force / lete al such thingis go

but woot ye what / in consail be hit seide

me rewith sore / I am to hir I-teyde 2432

for & I sholde reken / euery mane?-e vise

whiche that she hath / I-wis I were to nyse

and cause whi / hit sholde reported be

and tolde to hir / bi some of this mayne 2436

bi whom it nedith not / to declare

syn women conne outere suche cheflPare

and eke my \ni% j suffisith not ther-to

to tellen al / ther-fore my tale is do] 2440

CORPUS 4* (6-T. 476) [tliis page, Arch. Seld. B. 14]



SIX-TEXT 442

GROUP E. § 3. CLERK-MERCHANT LINK. Arch. Scld. B. 14. 5*

3.

[31S. Arch. Seld. B. 14, leaf \U, lack:]

[And next folwitli the Marcliauntis prolog

Weping a7id waylyng / care and other sorowe

I knowe I-now on even / and on morowe

qz^od the marchaunte / and so done other mo
that wedded be / I trowe that hit be so 1216

for wel I woot / hit farith so bi me

I haue a wiff / the worst that may be

for though the fende / to hir coupled were

she wolde him oue/'-macche / I dar wel swere 1220

what shulde I yow rehers in special

hir liigh malice / she is a shrewe at al

ther is a longe / and a large difference

bitwixe Gresildis grete pacience 1224

and of my wiff / the passing cruelte

were I vnbou?2den / also mot y the

I wolde neuer efte comyn / in the snare

we wedded men liven / in sorowe and care 1228

a-say who so wol / and he shal fynde

that I sey sothe / bi seint Thomas of ycde

and for the more parte / I sey not alle

god shilde that it sholde / so bi-falle 1232

a goode sir oste / I haue wedded be

this monthes two / and more not parde

and yit I trowe / he wolde al his live

wiveles han ben / though men wolde him rive 1236

in-to the herte / ne coude in no manere {leafus]

tellen so meche sorowe / as I now here

couthe telle / of my wivis cursidnesse

now qwod oure oste marchaunt / so god yow blesse 1240

syn ye so mechel knowen / of that arte

ful hertely I pray yow / telle vs parte

gladly q?iod he / but of myn owne sore

for hevy herte / I telle may no more 1244

Here endith the Marchaunt is prolog

CORPUS 5* (6-T. 442) [this page, Arch. Seld. B. 14]



478 SIX-TEXT

6* GROUP F. § 1. squire's head-link. Arch. Seld. B. 14.

4.

THE SQUIEE'S HEAD-LINK.

[MS. Arch. Seld. B. 14, on leaf 131, lach:]

[Squyer com nere / if that youre wille be

and sey somwhat of loue / for certis ye

konne theron / as mech as any man

nay sir qwod he / bnt I wol sey as I can

with herty wil / for I wol not rebelle

ageyne youre lust / a tale wol I telle

haue me excused / if that I speke a-mys

my wil is good / & lo my tale is this

Here endith the Sq.uyers prolog]

CORPUS 6* (6-T. 478) [tliis page, Arch. Seld. B. I4l



SIX-TEXT 498
GROUP F. § 3. SQUIRE-FRANKLIN LINK. Laud MS. 600. 7*

5.

[Laud MS 600, leaf 171.]

[Here "beg^ynnejj jje prolog of J^e frankeleyn

In
faijj squier foil hast ]?e wel I-quytt

And gentilli I p?'aise wel pi witt

Qwod ]je frankeleyn considering Jji yoiijje

So felyngli Jjou spekest sir I aloujje 676

As to my dome ]jer is noon jjat is here

Of eloquence shal be Jii pere

[yf ]jat ]?ou lyve / god yeve ]je gode chaunce [HaistweU ms]

And in vertue / send' the contynuannce] 680

fFor of ]?i speche I haue gret deynte

I haue a sone and bi ]je Trinite

I had leuere pan xx*^ pounde worj) lond

}?ough it right now were fallen in my honJe 684

Ye ar a man of suche discrecion

As pat ye ben fy vpon possession

But if^ a man be vertuous w/t/i-al

I haue my sone snybbed and yut shal 688

ffor he to vertu Hstep not entende

But for to pleie at dies and to despende

And lese al pat he hap is his vsage

And he hap leuere talke wip a page 692

)5an to co???mune wip any gentil wight

Where he might lerne gentilnesse a-right

Strawe for youre gentilnesse qiiodi our host .

What frankeleyn parde wel pow wost Frankeleyn 696

J5at eche of* of* (sic) you mot tellen atte leste

A tale or too / or breken his beheste Ueafra, back}

\)a,t knowe I wel qwod pe ffrankeleyn certeyn Frankeleyn

I praie you not hauep me in desdeyn 700

COKPUS 7* (6-T. 498) [this page, Laud 60o]



499 SIX-TEXT

8* GROUP F. § 3. SQUIRE-FRANKLIN LINK. Laud MS. 600.

j)ow to ]?is man I speke a worde or too

Telle on )?i tale wipoiiten wordes moo

Gladli sir host quod he I wol obeie

Yn-to youre wille now herkeneji what I seie 704

I wil 3^ou not contrarie in no wise

As ferre as J^at my wittes wil suffise

I praie to god jjat it mai plesen you

jpan wot I wel fat it is good Inow] 708

CORPUS 8* (6-T. 499) [this page, Laud 60o]
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COEPUS MS. APPENDIX

OF SECTIONS, WOODCUTS, ETC., NOT IN THE CORPUS MS.

Pagb

1. End of the Merclianfs Tale, Group E, § 4, 1.

2319-2418, from MS. Arch. Selden, B. 14,

Bodleian Library. (See p. 350 above.) ... 1^-3*

2. The Mercha7ifs End-Lin'k, Group E, § 5, from
MS. Arch. Selden, B. 14, Bodleian Library.

('Twould have followd p. 350 (or p. 3*) above,

had it been in the Corpus MS.) ... ...
4'^^

3. The Clerk-Merchant-Link, Group E, § 3, p. 442
Six-Text, from MS. Arch. Selden, B. 14.

('Twould have followd p. 320 above, had it

been in the Corpus MS.) ... ... ... 5*

4. The Squire's Head-Link, Group F, § 1, p. 478
Six-Text, from MS. Arch. Selden, B. 14.

('Twould have come next before p. 194,
instead of the Merr.hant-Sliipman Link, p.

193, had it been in the Corpus MS.) ... G*

5. The Squire-Franklin Link, Group F, § 3, p. 498-9
Six-Text, from the Laud MS. 600, Bodleian
Library. ('Twould have followd p. 212 above,
had it been in the Corpus MS.) ... ... 7*

6. Woodcuts of the 23 Tellers of the 24 Ganterhury
Tales, from the Ellesmere MS.^

7. Woodcuts of 6 Tellers of Canterbury Tales, the
Cook, Eeeve, Wife of Bath, Pardoner, Monk,
and Manciple—and of 6 Allegorical Figures
in the Parson's Tale—Wrath and Mercy,
Gluttony and Abstinence, Lechery and Chast-
ity, from MS. Gg. 4. 27 in the Univ. Libr.,

Cambridge.

' The Ellesmere cuts can be arrangd either in their order in the
Ellesmere MS., or in the Six-Text order of the Tales. In the latter

they '11 be easier to find. See these two orders on p. 700.
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Six-Text Order of Tales.

Group

1. Knights
2. Miller I .

3. Eeeve |

4. Cook J

6. Man of Law "i

6. Shipman
7. Prioress

8. Chaucer
Monk
Nun's Priest )

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Doctor
>

Pardoner j

Wife of Bath
^

Friar >

Sum'ner J

Clerk '^

Merchant j

Squire T

Franklin ]
Second Nun )

Canon's Yeoman j

Manciple

Parson

E

G
H
I

EUesmere MS. Order,

1.

2.

3.

4.

o.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Knight ^

Miller I

Eeeve i

"
Cook )

Man of Law .

Wife of Bath
^

Friar >

Sum'ner )

Clerk ^^

Merchant

;

Squire ^

Franklin ]
Doctor )^

Pardoner j

Shipman
Prioress

Chaucer
Monk

I

Nun's Priest j

Second Nun
Canon's Yeoman j

Manciple

Parson

\

Group

.. A

.. B.

.. D

,. E

.. F

.. C

,. H
.. I
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